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PREFACE. 



1 RIDE and Folly are undoubtedly synonymous terinft for a je ne sai 
qmi passion, which seizes ot) the minds of men, when they possess or 
imagine they have any small degree of superiority over any of their fel- 
low mortals, in literature or pecuniary afrairs. The common adage has 
Marked four degrees of persons seized with this furor, but they should 
have added a fifth, who has more of the mania than the five. The writer 
of doggerel vrrse, or author of any production whatever, from the Right 
Honourable to the Grub Street Gentlemen inhabiting the spacious 
eight-foot attic chamber, have quarU, tuffi of this folly : 

And with a lord, an earl's son, up higher. yet my bonnet... 

In offering this volume to the public, I can lay no claim to originality, 
as I am well aware that the subjects have shone from more eminent pens, 
and are in the libraries of men of taste. A compilation of this nature 
has long been desired by the public, who have not access to tlie huge 
volumes from, whence many of these extracts are gleaned ; and from 
these imperfect outlines the ingenious historiographer, by throwing out 
the dregs, can render to the public a valuable Vad^'mecuro. Yet, 
with the imperfections, mimerous as they are, I lay it on the stage, 
open to the critical view, with every Argos' eye they can throw on the 
pages* 

Hark ! I hear the critic with stentorian noteq and cerberean howl, 

To intimidate, poor forth their interdictions 

On all who write. Round every bazaar prowl 

With eye raalieious^ Coning eaeh verse with damning maledictions* 

With harpied rage they glut tlfe acid bow), 

Tfiea ^dangle (M distort stanzas, lines, and intcijeetiona. 

The fact is plain in introit, medium end. 

Faults oft appear to those who cannot mend. 

But I cannot stoop to the hackneyed slang cant phrases of begging the 
candid reader to be lenient in his judgment, as the writer never tasted the 
balsamic draughts from. the alembic of the nursing alma mater, and like 
a poor menial looking with down* cast eyes before some lordly master, 
supplicating pardon— for what ? some trifling Javx pas, or a mere 
nothing. Mankind in general are now disgusted with such mean idioms^ 
and. condemn the whole work without farther inspection. 

I dare not advance that this Volume is clear of errors, au contraire^ 
there are many both holographic and typographic, some of which wiR 



nppear ni lite errata ; but no man can be oiFenJed, if from eacb three 
hundred lines of nonsense he can find two single lines of sense, r 

in translations, and In heraldrf, some errors will appear, and some 
from traditional reports ; ami cvtcif in stawliard works, on whom I re- 
lied, I found a deception, arising most undoubtedly from their reliance 
on oral relation, and ignorance of the country. One or two repetitions 
are in the body of the work, owing^ to ray distance from the press, to- 
{{ether with a few misnomers and dates, mere trifles, considering the 
number of authors consulted for the thread. 

The raao who thinks a fatlltlecb pi^ce to see, 
Thioks what nft*er was, dor is, and ne*er can be. 

Jh Stfatdf ^^ of tFic^ ttefgynrteri's Kving^, anrf scTioolmafctcrs' saljiries* 
p'evKtaps Bdtii^ iiit I'al^cr tdo higl^i, and' others rather low, but those I 
{Scfiii\t rfo elrcrrd, AS in ao ca^e have I risen above fhfe mailmum, nor 
hUtik bcfdW ffie m^trimnm ; and" were the Legislature but seriously to 
L*6nsid(^r'th'e task iknd laWu'f- of p^ro'efiial schoolmasters in training up 
Vtmth in thi^ p^fths of wisdom, they would look with contempt on the 
paltry trifle of £M ISi. 4d. v^ith scKobl-fibed a&d other emoluments^ 
which often swk imdtr.tlfd pitifot stmi of £Sd sterfi^n|9r,' While at this 
present sera, some of the Bishops in England revel on a living of 
£2^,9tp se6rfin|r|fr fempoya! d mores ! Yet smarH as tke sa- 
laries of our CaicVlohiah doctors are, (hey cheerfufty perform- the task ' 
si^'i<^nei titem, and' tUaiiy ptoTie an houour to their country and a Blessr 
i&^ to" die rising genferatioii. 

With fabour htLxd they 4atn th^r scanty storey- 

And ply the- oav with Christian heart and will. 
Then 8Har« tHelr pittance cheerfiil with tlie poor ; 

Sullies gliftf t^if. fa3(^e, thef arc content^ stID. . 

I am well aware that I will have to encounter much vitupenitit>nV 
from whoffi ? frbirt t^t cyificar cricJcj td ^iom hotJimg taxn giVe satis- 
faction — some telling that the hisidrical partd are i6t> prolix, and others 
that they are too abbreviate — poetry, a ^ir^ine speaking procure, is, 
censured and condemned by ar iew«. while otberti wodi wtUhiglJr have 
had more. But, in a'H t^ese^ mattens,* F hanr follbwdd* f^hv tNH^i of my 
own inclination, and I have reapt^d' s^ ftrnd of fffirtrsbmilrftf. By deviating 
from the thread of the Don, 6tfd rti'ating mentTon 6"f 8t>rae fensactions 
Mi otlier {ildcto durit^g the same ycirsi wtiixshi h hio^ i» ebet#9Mi#ly» ^rUtU 
iyitfg,toii»ny of liiy ffiends. 

In icwe c^dytxW^, t<rl11 Mn dfsg\ilse His sehtixhen^s? 
I di^d^tfi^m mty hot siairfk at th^r fool^ ; 
' Fll nevdrbribu withfiilsoAeadVerftAediMts';^ 
I sptttd theniall-^ifod here this littW book 
Boiutii not perfection, nor futile blandishments ; 
'fo cozen fools, like rod in aqueous brook, 
Tlio' straiglit, yet trrooked seems — how ft-,igilc U feat creature, 
* ' YcJeped aian, the cphcmcni of nature. 



Til 

'AncAYl^r evil will spps^r cohsDicuous io some, in a f$m nemBrk« on 
tfatf genikiBcn ofike <roQbe and toiisiive; but, (satire Sfiavi) are the dert- 
cal gBotieiQen -op funre ^^^ tbcy lafl under no oensi^e ?•— does^ no «v»er« 
ttiliofi iiui; beneadh dieealite rbbef 

l%at MiBred robe->0 ^na tear xt. 

% Ihi^ %;m lt;^#y hp^ ^vi^^ ^^^r epi^^of^ii W^^or^di^ 3 894 ^iion Inn 

10^1^ ^^, ^i<;^ff»g^ (9r t))^ plMm;»$4 boqi^i tins ^ pi^cppal foJbe ^ 
the military, anj t^ jpr.«^T^94 ^^^ f9f ^ svQrir^mi^ dwi eqiiipr 
fed, they entered the camp ii\ vap of thpir corpsl 

The \^^ fo'^ frjSie SjiWJipie tMt ViCW Wfy 

Wi' 11991^^ Ijraiir J^gni>fib|)ed if of^ 
Shou'd any ^jB^r >W>ffPf ^W «i«ar »^9i 

Tb^iif Jb^oks they will niffer for swords ; 

And should the mischieveous birkie 

Into our dear country but come. 
They'll ca%t a* t^ieir creeds ft^ t^.W »••••* 

And row de dow follow tbe drum« 

Wigs an' ca8f9ck9 an' ^*, 

Missals aq* ci|ssoc1c8 an* a*. 
They'll deek up a rusty brown jennet, 

And tbiinder tk« rascal »wa'> 

But ip pTO^^SSi of time this enroliqept was laid nsidc^ <'Vi7.4 ^ PIAHT 
regular order was observed, the troops appeared in the field r;-cpfroro s;|- 
cerdbtal command, and hononrsbly disciplined — and the priest appears 
i^QW mf^ vfi^ev^Bfcd 'w tl»8 suljef t^ 

*f AiR^ epem recta." 

I have endeavoured to render this Volume interesting, by occasionally 
thnaving in select ancient' ballads, anecdotes, epitaphs, and pieces of 
poetry, so that the mind, when thus relaxed^ will return with more ani- 
mation to the historical chain. 

In 1655, a quarto edition of the Don, a poem, said to have been 
written by Mr. Forbes of Brux, appeared in print, with a few historical 
notes, which was reprinted in 1674, with little or no alteration, and 
continued in that state until 1796, when the late Schoolmaster of 
Kemnay added a few more notes, and offered it to the world in a small 
duodecimo pamphlet, price 4d. which met with great encouragement, 
so that a second edition appeared in 1798, wit}i more copious notes, 
pnce 6d. At the commencement of the nineteenth century, or 1814, 
an octavo copy made it,8 entrance on the stage, which promised fair, 
from the size of the copy and price, but all was disappointment in the 
^ extreme, to find nothing more than was in the 6d. jrdition. Mr. Bnrhan 
of Peterhead printed, in 1819, a small copy, in a miserable condition, 
from the coarseness of the paper, but it was gladiy received. 



^ 



fin 

A Genealogy of the House of Forbes, written in 1580^ by Nfr. 
Lumsden of TuUycanm, and continued by Mr. Forbes ofLesFie down 
to I7OO9 which was given to the world ip a typographic garb, wherein a 
catalogue of the illustrious and noble House of Forbes engrosses the 
pagesy but neither date nor anecdote adorn the work. These extracts 
taken from the above volumes induced me to the compilation of this vo- 
lume on the History of the river Don, which being made known to 
some gentlemen in the country, they seamed to approve of the work,- 
iknd generously contributed to the same by books and papers, for which, 
and in gratitude for such favours, along with my numerous list of sub- 
scribers, I return thanks, and abo to those who have promised me aid, 
from whom I have not, as yet, received any, circumstances having pre** 
vented^-but this to me has been a great disappointment. 

He awis me ndcht that schortly says m^ najr ; 

Bat he that he<;ht8, arid causes me attend. 
Syne gives me not, I may repute him ay, 

Ane untrue dettor to my lyves end. 

Sed quisque sues patimur manes. 

£'rom the aid already received, the work has swelled beyond my ex- 
pectation, so that a continuation or second volnme is eagerly sought for 
by many who cannot have access to the voluminous works from which 
these extracts have been taken ; and those gentlemen have adopted the 
saying of Pope Ganganelli (Clement XIV.) when a volume is well wrote 
I admire it, but if under mediocrity I speak with candour, as I am well 
ilware that the author exerted his every power, and all men have not 
equal talents. 

Such as it is, it is now offered to the public,' and the Editor hope^ 
that it will give satisfaction, and banish tsedium with all its horrors^ 
which is the earnest wish of, &c. 
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- THE 

DONEAN TOURIST. 



CHAPTER I. 



Will ye go to the Highlands, my Mary, 
And visit our haughs and our glens? 

There's beauties among the hills o* the H^hlands^ 
That braw Lowland lasses ne*er kens. 

** NXCOLSOK. 



The river Don, the subject of die following sheets, rises in 
a morass, on the western extremity of Aberdeenshire, sixty** 
one miles from the coital, in the upper part of the parish of 
Strathdon, a parish, Crathie excepted, the largest in the 
county, being nearly twenty-eight miles in length, intersec- 
tions excepted, " from east to west, and from five to eight 
in breadth, fi*om north to south, the valued rent being j£S039 
Is. 6d. Scots." {a) 

" The grand ridge /)£ hills called the Grampians, which 
truly forms the most striking picture in the history of Scot- 
land, originate at Greig and Girdle-ness, qn the south Iside 
of the river Dee, and runs with a variety of windings an extent 
of ninety-nine miles, and reaches Cairn Ealer, on the south- 
west corner of Aberdeenshire ;-^^escending from this to an 
isthmus almost level one-fourth of a mile broad, and sepa- 
rates a branch of the Dee from the river Feshie, and forms 

(a) Playfair's Description of Scotland; vol. ^. 
B 



two grand peninsulas. A ridge gradually ascends from litis 
to the hill Braeriach, and then abruptly descends- to a chasm, 
and again ascends to the lofty Cairngorum" (b) ^^ or blue 
mountain, four thousand and sixty feet iabove the level of the 
sea. (c) On many of the mountains covering the source of 
the Dee, and on Caimgorum, are found a variety of gems, 
topazes, silicious agates, rock chrystals ; and a limped spring 
called the Marquis of Huntl3r*s well {d) on Caimgorum. 

** From Caimgorum a ridge descends in gentle gradations 
on the east of Lake or Loch Morlich to the river Spey ; and 
then appears another, steeply rising, on the north side of 
Loch Aven, and ascends to Beinn-na-byriack, again, descend- 
ing on a ridge which gradually trends through a comparatively 
low country, from which ascending to the Cromdale hill, 
which runs to the Junction of the river Aven with the Spey. 

** A third ridge proceeds from Caimgorum to Beinn-na- 
muich-dhui, Beinn-na-bord, and Beinn-aven, and makes a 
steep declivity to the southern extremity of Lake Bulg, rises 
to a chain, and forms an elliptical curve round the springs, 
give rise %o the river Don : on the north s^de of which this 
chdn rises, and afber throwing off from it several extensive 
ridges or chjHns, and after many grand inflections in the 
course of seventy miles from Cairn Ealer, it terminates in the 
LcM'dshipof Strathbogie, at a hill balled the Beihn of Huntly^ 
near the conflux of ike Vivers Isla and Doveron, 

Where Ceres' gifts on labor'd furrows grow, 
An4 spangled daisies paint the fidds below; 
There lark and linnet charm the solemn. shade. 
And zephyrs sport abng the cooler glade. 
Or shake the ulmari by the river side. 
While dooa*day jubars sparkle on ttie ttde. 
*^ This ridge, from its elliprical curve near Lake Bulg, rmisf 
along the south verge of the Don to the hiU of Morven, 

(6) Robertson*s Map. (c) AnQes]y*s Map., 

(d) Mrs» Murray's Gaide to iht Beauticsr of Scotland; voK 3. 



where many riclges spring from it; it then descends to the 
Don, and passes the river^ aad- becomes very i^teep on the 
north side to the rock on the eastern summit of Beinn-na- 
chie. From Beinn-na-chie a ridge rujj$ westward^ on the 
north side of the Don> by the hill of Coreenj^ descends to^ an 
extensive plain, from which a ridge ascends; to the Buck of 
the Cabrach, and returns ia a curve to the main chain. 
These ridges, on the opposite sides of .the Do^, nearly re- 
semble the figure of an ellipsis, and enclose an ^ctensive 
district of country, through which the river Don meanders 
in many beautiful and serpentine windings." {e) 

The spring or source of the Don forms a boundary or 
march to the counties of Aberdeen and Banfi^ as part of th^ 
spring Ald-ruahrspinan (the place where the lambs were 
weaned) falls into the Aven, and the other part falls into the 
morass called the Vhea Vatch, (the soft mire where cattle sink.) 

An apparent error appears in the notes of the two last edi- 
tions of the pamphlet called Don, a poem, printed 1798 and 
1819, asserting that Don takes its rise in Glenaven. 

The river Aven originates in L^ke Aven, in Glenaven, at 
the foot of Beinn-na-aven, a part of the Grampian chain, 
which mountain s^arates the countries of Mar and Bade- 
noch. Aven,. (the river, it implies no other meaning in the 
Gaelic or Welsh tongues,) after a long run,, falls into the 
Sp^» This majestic current issues also from a lake called 
Lodi.Spey, in the southern ej^tremity of Badenoch, "and 
running in a serpentine forn^^ passes Pitmaioj where a ma^ 
jestic cataract or linn is seen, where the water is thrown over . 
a ledge of rocks in a semi-circular form, dashing to a distance 
the spumy spray, which again descending in drizzling showers, 
combines sublimity and grandeur truly picturesque. Here 
Oie Truim fells into the Spey." (/) ^ In tbi^ country are 
inany elegant villas, and castle Ruthven, the ancient seat of 
the Cummings, Lords of Badenoch, whicli lastly was occupied 



(«) Robertson's Map.- (/) Mrs. ^Inrray'ft Guide, vol. 2. 
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as a garrison by government, in 1745. Near this is Kinrara, 
belonging to his Grace Alexander, fourth Duke of Gordon. 
Here her Grace Lady Jane Maxwell, Duchess of Gordon, ' 
was sepujtured in 1814<. 

The Spey passes Garviemore, where there is an extensive 
view down the Strath of Rothiemurchus, with the lofty Caim- 
gorum in the distance. The current rolls on and passes 
Castle Grant, and the rock Grdigellachie, (rock of alarm.) 
This rock is the crie du guerre, or war cry of the clan 
Grant, and their badge of distinction is the JEmpetrum Nigri, 
(blackberry bearing heath) : after leaving this rock, the river 
washes the stupendous Craig Elchies, (improperly called 
CraigeUachie) where stands a cast-iron bridge, of one arch, 
erected at an expense of ^8000 sterling. Leaving this and 
following the stream to Fochabers, another bridge meets the 
view, having " four arches, two of them are 95 feet in the 
span, and the other two are 75 feet, founded by Mr. George 
Burns, of Haddington, {g) from voluntary contributions, 
which being expended, and the task not completed, Mr. 
. Exle finished the work for j^l 3,000 sterling, in 1803." 

A little below this the river falls into the German ocean, 
after a run of one hundred and twenty miles north-east 

Returning from this digression, to the river Don, having 
shewn where it ori^ates, we shall pursue the chain of his- 
tory of that place. - Many more springs fall into the Tullich 
(pleasure grotmd) which is the name given to the streamlet 
for some distance, until several chrystalline urns unite and 
form a body of water, and then it receives the name Don. 

Every small streamlet has the name of bum assigned to it ; 
and all the names are in the Gaelic tongue, which once was the 
only language used in this country, but since the introduction 
of tiie English tongue, and the commerce carried on with the 
low countiy, it has fallen into desuetude, is rarely spoken,^ 
and what is spoken is greatly corrupted. 

(y) Ut^tuy aa(f ComiQcrcIal JVIogaziaf; 181 1. 



The streamlets that fall Into the Tullich, I shall mention 
in order, until the conflux of the Vannich, and then conclude 
with some observations on the country and its- inhabitants. 

On the one hand falls Cuachan-dhu (black bum), and on 
the other the Altn Mbical (Michal's burn), the Alt Noin 
(the burn of the hind or female deer), and a spring falling 
from a shaggy mountain side, which, from its appearance, • 
has the name of Cloch Faun (grey moss stone.) Near this 
another small spring meanders through a hollow place cover- 
ed with rough grass, and is called £sk-na-slisach (speH burn), 
and the Alt-na-dalyn (the burn where the. turfs are cut.) 
These turfs are sometimes cut with the spade,, to a certain 
degree of thickness, and are used as fuel, being found to con- 
tain a gaseous substance, from the entwined roots of heath 
and mossy earth, and when enkindled aflford a comfortable 
fire, used singly or combined with peats. At other times 
they are cut with the breast-plough, of an oblong form and 
thin, and tlien they are Used to cover their houses. 

On the south side the Vannich pours her tribute into the 
stream, and when joined it is called Don. The Vannich 
rises partly from a hill called Moor Vannich (middle grains, 
or rather waste and barren ground), and here the first habi- 
tations meet the-view. On the verge of this streamlet stands 
a neat hunting seat, called a Shell, erected in 1797, by Sir 
. Arthur Forbes of Craigievar, Bart, and belonged in 1826 to 
Sir Charles Forbes of Edinglassie, Bart. Near this is a 
large stone, without any inscription, called Cloch Couttsich 
(Coutt's stone), where a Captain simamed Coutts was killed. 

The' country bears the name of Corgarff, (or Rough 
Quarry), as there are several veins of calcareous or limestone, 
moorstone, granite, and coarse slate-stone. On the whole, 
the country is but thinly populated, and very poorly culti- 
vated, as the elevation of the ground and frigidity of the at- 
mosphere, blast often the only hope of rewarding their toil. 
As the young plants, in verdure paint the scene, 
Crown'd with clear dews and foliage lov'ly green, 
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Lift up their head^ in flow'ry prospect fair, 
And wave exuberant to the morning air ; 
When lo 1 a frost from the high heaven invades 
The tender plants and withers all its shades : 
It droops all febrile fromits genial bed, 
A heap cS ruin quite defaced and dead, (h) 
Not long time has elapsed since cultivation was introduced 
into this country, cattle rearing and hunting form3d their only 
employment and support. As they depended for part of 
their food on the chace, they became dexterous in spring* 
ingand securing game. Thus the produce of their own 
country rendered them indq^^ent, imtil luxury found acl- 
mittaiicey and with her consort efieminacy banished their 
felicium* 

. Their battles were fierce and severe, as their souls flowed 
with a passion for military fame. Let us but take a survey 
of the Celtic warriors, as they are pourtrayed by the. Fip- 
galian bero^ and it will not be improper to adqpt the beautn 
ful and pathetic language of that bard. Here we are led to 
a beaut^ul and elegant passage, from an idea that a once 
cotanporary warrior, who, after having closed his mortal 
career, roving at large; through the immortal space, thinki^ 
on him, here he breaks out in rapture, on the idea that 
his jfriend recollects and speaks of him to the conclave of 
ghosts in the shades : 

^ And dost thou remember, Osnan ? The batdes of our 
ycmth were many ; our swords went together ca the field* 
They saw ns coming like two rocks j ' and^ the sons c^ the 
stranger fled. There come the warriors, they siad; and 
their steps are in the paths of the vanquished." 
^ This small passage shews the magnanimity of the ancient 
Celts ; and one or two more passages will not be amiss^ as the 
sensibility and tenderness of soul are finely described, of thps^ 
hm*^y sons of the mountains, and part of their threnody, or 

(A) HomtT's fiiad. Book XVII. 
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final wish when the approach of old age tmbraces.the sinews, 
and die world has no more charms for them^ : 

<< And fidlest thou, son of my fiune 1 and shall I ne^er see 
thee^ Oscar ? When others hear of their sons^ I shfdl not 
hear of thee. The moss is on the stones of his tomb, and 
the moumfiil wind is there. The battle i^iall be ^ught with- 
out him ; he shall not pursue the dark brown hindn. 

*^ O laj me, fe that see the light, near some rock of my 
hilk; let the thick hazels be ^ound, let the rustling oak be 
near. Gre^ be the place of my rest ; and let the sound of 
the distant torrent be heard.'' (i) 

As to the origin of the primitive inhaUtants, I can advance 
nothing; many able pens have written on the subject, and 
what were the consequences ? nothing but criticism on* critic 
ctsm has ensued, that inrolTes the mind in a labyrinthian 
maze, from whence there is no possibility of finding the real ' 
path, 

Buchanan ttid Monypennie have braced their origin up to 
die principal postdiluvian families, and what then? They 
echoed the song of the monkish historians who wrote long 
prior to them, and when the nation was totally enveloped 
with an umbrian darkness and ignorance, and education was 
confined within the gloomy walls of the cloister, and what- 
soever was there written, was held in as great estimation u^ 
the volumes of the divine law, so that many febulous legends 
were detailed to the in&nt worM, and too many ambidexter 
tricks played off admirably, and a number of false miracles 
said to have been wrought, and all know that wonder is the 
effect ornovelty upon ignorance. Thus let us look back but 
to the beginning of the twelfth icentury, and there we will find 
every annal of history immured within their convents, as 
every science whatever were only known and used ther^ 
and were prohibited frcmi being taught or used without the 
walls, by a bull from Pope Victor IL, dated 1)51. 

(O'l^uff's Critical Observations, 1770. 
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I know this will be called acrid ; I know 
*Twill be counted heresy,' nay deism, by the pseudo saints 

Who make wry faces, groan, cant, pray, and so 
Impose on man. I hate hypocrisy, and I know the grants 

Of the pure doctrine to tlie church below ; 
I know too well by pride, leagues, councils, covenants ; 
The churches have made a right^bad purchase. 
And on the whole have stamp'd the name disgrace, {i) 
But averting from every polemical branch, and pursuing 
with candour the historical chain, we must acknowledge that 
we ultimately stand indebted to those mpnks for most of our 
annals, as every cloister Was bound to keep a historical re- 
gister of all the remarkable events in the nation ; and at the 
end of every reign those registers were compared, and formed 
into a volume, and although blended with a strong tincture 
of superstition, yet they served as a lamp to aid our re- 
searches, and hence the many monkish histories found in 
oiir liBraries. But on the other hand, while comparing these 
histories, we are surprised at the discordance, on events even 
of iknpdrtance, and the dates are greatly varied, so that we 
know not whom we can credit, as every writer vouches his 
works for truth. 

Mr. Ruddiman enters next the list, in , his answer to the 
Rev. G. Logan, the defender of Buchanan, where he, Mr. 
Ruddiman, asserts that many of the writings of Boethius, 
Fordun, Budianan, 8cc. ai^ spurious, and the offspring of 
wandering imaginations; and that the first thirty of our 
Scottish sovereigns were Utopian monarchs, i. e. the chil- 
dren of fancy. 

Thb elevated country is cold and sterile, and but rarely 
repays the peasants toil ; yet the natives are robust, gene- 
rous, brave, and humane. 

Where Caledonia's western mountains rear 
Their lofty summits, crowned with lasting snow, - 

(A) Parody on stanza XIV. of Byron's Vision of Judgment. . 
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There* lives— ah, ho ! say raEther Isingimhes, a race, 
Whcise bosoms (aBd€bas*d by vice's tpain) 
-Boast each aflection that ennobles man. 
Yet they are doom'd to till a cheerless soil, 
Whieh sparely feels the sun's enlivening ray, 
- Too oft to see their labor's meed <lestroyed 
By dearth-producing storms* To tb^e dire ills. 
To rigorous dime, mid inaa^icious skies, 
Oppresision; baleful, with ati hdt-born soul, 
Adds*wre(x;hedness more dire. Hei* schedule base 
(Where mammon and injustice are colleagi^,) " 
With supercilious air she wide unfurls, 
And thence confirms her arbitrary claiiii ; 
' Unheard pleads poverty artd honest truth : . ' 

Expostiilating reason's voice is lost, 
Attd'dfelug^d fields upbraid and preach in vain. (/) 
Yet bleak as these mountains are^ they are esteemed a fast- 
ness by thtese hardy sons, who would not quit them for the 
low country, ^itli all its luxuries, but. when forced by exi- 
gency; and then they leave their home with relttctance, and' 
mourn for those scenes of rural enjoyment, and the friends 
left behind, 

May be to return to Lochaber no more. 

And should any stranger dare to invade dieir territory with 
a hostile inten^on, that stranger pays iot his temerity, for 
on bis approach the -slug-horn, is sounded, > and the clans as- 
semble to a man at the rendezvous, to defend , 
' Theil* wives and dstrllng nadve home. 

But let us diespend down to the end of the eighteenth and ' 
beginning of the nineteenth century, and we will find their 
ardour for military fame not diminished, and their favour for 
their-natal soil not abated. ' 

When' the invasion of Scotland was threatened by the 
French army, the . Strathdon men formed a volunteer asso- 

(0 Rev. L. Booker's Picture of tlie Highlands, 1787. 

c ■ - 
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clatlun, commanded by Alexander Forbes, Esq, of Inver- 
ernan, to defend their country from a forcigti foe. 
O fear not to lead us, O doubt not our valour; 

Like rocks we will stand on the field of the brave, 
Nor yield to the foe, till the fields change their colour ; 
^ And our veins are run dry at the mouth of the grave. 
Strathden men are patriots, n6r shrink from the danger ; 
Our claymores have reek'd with the blood of the foe ; 
Our hills clad with cairns still point to the stranger, 
Where victory was gain'd and intruders laid low. ^ 
O come, then, descendant of Brux, noble, daring ; 

Thou Forbes, the chief of our fastnesses bare : 
Come to thy children, whose bpsoms are baring. 
Whose souls love, obedience, and trust still declare. 
. Our clans ^re all ready, array'd in their tartan; 

Loud, loud swells the pibroch o'er mountain and glen ; 
Pale look the invaders like cowardice starting. 

Aware of the valour reigns in Highland men. 
Behold we are ready, our skeans unsheathed ; 
Our slogan is loanach, a sound we revere : 
Should a dastard be found wi^h dire infamy wreathed^ 

We his name from our lists'indignant will tear. 
We pant for the battle, embracing each other, 

Like lions at fetters enrage4 we cry ; 
We'll rush on the tyrants, we'll stand to a brother; 

With Forbes we'll conquer, with Forbes we'll die. («) 
Afler having made this short digression, we will return 
and view the Don, which is expanded, and appears more ma-> 
jestic, by the many tributary springs falling Irora the hills on 
either side. 

On one hand is seen a few straggling cottages in the dis- 
tance, and a more luxuriant prospect opens to the eye;^- 
rustics moving forward and backward to and from their diur- 
nal toil, with health and cheerfulness depicted on every coun-_ 

(w) Parody on Kenoecly's Wallace's invitatloo to Bcuce. 
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tctianee, and a few agrarian plots beautified wilh verdaht 
grain, waving with every zephyr, at once the hope and joy 
of the agriculturist. On the other hand, the summits and 
slc^ng sides of the mountains are adorned with herds and 
Heecy flocks, broozuig the tender tof^ed heath, while tlie 
vocal notes of the shepherd and shepherdess, warble on the 
ear, and floating on the air to the temple of echo, who^ in 
mimic sound, repays again the strain, displaying a picturesque 
scene of sublimity and variegated alpine grandeur, sur))assing 
the civic sameness and laboured promenades. 

" The natives, in dialect and manners, are a branch of tlie 
Celtae, who loved to range and frequent the alpine fastnesses, 
long prior to the marriage of Malcolm III. with Margaret 
the elder daughter of Edmund Ironside, who, by this mar- 
riage, united the crown of Scotland with the Saxon, BritiU), 
and Norman crowns." («) 

<^ The language still retained among the people, and tlie 
names of the places, prove them to be in reality the descen-* 
dants of the primitive inhabitants of Britain, cm* Celto^. The 
Highlanders were always a brave, warlike^ and hardy «race 
of people, and, in the remotest times, seem to have posses-^ 
sed a degree of refinement in sentiments and. manners then 
unknown to the surrounding nations. This appears not only 
from their own traditions and poems, but also from the testi- 
mony of many ancient authors. Before the reign of Fingal, 
one of their kings,, who lived about the middle of the second, 
century, or A. D. 150, the inhabittmts seem to have lived 
chiefly in a hunting state, and in a state of warfare with the 
circumjacent powers.. After the reign of Fingal, they turned 
their attention to the pastoral life, as affording a less precari- 
ous subsistence ; but, till of late, neither in the practice of 
husbandry, nor in the managemont of cattlei had they made 
great improvement. 

^* About this period ajso reigned tlie Picts, a nation who 

(/i) Coiadcn. 
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inhabited the southern and eastern parts of Scotland. They 
were called Picts, either from the custom of staining ^their 
bodied with woad, or as' a term of reproach applied to them* 
by their Celtic- neighbours, for their predatory iticursbns ; 
Pictish, in the" Gaelic^ signifying .pilferers or plunderers. 

<< In A. D. 84<5, Kenneth IL conquered the Pietish king-* 
doni, depriving it of its independence and governwent. The 
event proved unfortunate for the virtues of the Highlanders, 
which, from this period began to decline. The country, 
no longer awed by the presence of the sovereign, fell into 
anarchy; the chieftains, extending their authority, began to 
form factions, and to foment divisions and hostile feuds ber- 
tween contending clans ; and the laws were either too feeble 
to bind them, or they were too remote from the seat of 
government to be restrained from their excesses without a 
strong military power. Hence sprui^ those evils which long 
disgraced the country, and disturbed the peace of its inhabi- 
tants. Robbery or plunder, provided it w|is prtictised oa 
another clan, was countenanced, and the robber protected : 
the reprisals of the other clan increased the ^eud, and the 
quarrel was often handed from one generation to another ibr 
many ages. 

<< Thus the genius of tire pec^le was greatly altered; and, 
instead of the heroes ofOssian, celebrated for their exalted 
virtues, a lawless banditti made their appearance, divested 
of honour — of every characteristic of their ancestors-*exc^ 
the feudal attachment and clanship, whidi g&ve so much 
scope and power to their predatory excursions.'' (o) 

Those banditti obtained the name of Kettern, or Kern, and 
their excursions extended beyond the boundaries of the neigh- 
bouring clans, and the low countries suffered by those fi-ee^ 
hooters. This life became so habitual to^ them, that theif 
routes were marked, and they descended so suddenly on 
their foray, and carried off their booty, ofben before th^ sut* 

{o} Webster's Topographical Dictionary of Scotiaxid. 
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ferers wei^e ^ware of theiir lo^8«^ Thekr feals of depredation 
were renowned in song, chauated to airsraalodiousy sweety 
and wild, of which we shalisubjoia aispecimeii. . 

SONG. 
Hail to the chief who in triumph advances 1 

Honor'd, rever'd "be the evergreen pine ! ' _ . . 

Long may the tree in. his banner that glances. 
Flourish, and grace every chief of 'our line. 
Heaven send it happy, dew^ 
£arth lend it sap anew, 
GaHy to bourdon, and broadly to grow,. 
While every Hi^iland glen 
Sounds our shout back again, 
^' Roderigh Mhlc Alpine dhu, ho ! ieroe!" 
Ours is no iSapling, chance by the fountain. 
Blooming at Beltane, in winter to fade $ 
When the whirlwind has stripp'd eviy leafon^ the mountain, 
- The more shall dan Alpine exult in her shade. 
Moor'd in the rifted roek, 
Proof to th^ tempest's shock, 
Firmer he roots him wheitTa^gtngigidnl blow ; 
Monteith aiid'BreilaB>aiK, 4^.' 
Echo his prabei agw^ 
** Roderigh Mhia Alpine dhu^ ho ! ierbe !*' 
Proudly our pibroch has-thrilled in j^FruIo^ 

And Bannochar's-g^^oans to- our slogan replied; 
Gleiii Luss and Ross dbu,rtbeyar& smoking in ruin. 
And the best of Loch Lomond -lie-deBd qii her side. 
Widow and Saxon maid 
Long shall lament oiuLraid, 
Think of clan Alpine with fear and with woe ; 
Lennox and Leven glen 
Shake when they hear again, ^ 
^ Roderigh Mhic Alpine dhu, ho, ieroe I*' 
Then stand to your chief, the pride of the Highlands ; 
• "^(^ ai'"^ !-— hark ! the slogan resoimds for the pine : 
O that the rose-bud, that graces yon islands, 
Were wrcath'din a grnlaud around him to twine ! ' 
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O that some seeing gem, 

Worthy such nobk stem, 
HoDour'd and bless'd tn their shadow might grow ! 

Loud should dan A^ine then 

Ring from her deepest ^n, 
** Roderigh Mhic Alpine dhu, ho ! ieroe !** (p) 

The depredations were more frequently committed on the 
Sassanachy or Saxons, which the Highlanders abhorred, than 
on the neighbouring clans ; and when they succeeded, they 
carried off every thing portable—but often they were op* 
posed, when a battle ensued. When any of their party were 
slain in any of these contests, the Coronach was raised, and 
sung among his clan. These songs were wild and pathetic* 
We shall subjoin two of them, as specimens. 

CORONACH, OR FUNERAL SONG. 
He is gone on the mountains^ 

He is lost in the fottst^ 
Like a sununer dried fountain. 

When bur need was the sorest. 
The font re-appearingi 

From the rain drops shall borrow^ 
But to us conies no cheering. 

To Duncan no morrow* 

The hand of the rei^r 

Takes the ears that are hoary. 
But the VQice of the weeper 

Waib manhood in gloiy. 
The autumn wind rushing 

Waft the leaves that are searcst ; 
But our flower was in flushing 
, When blighting was nearest* 
Fleet foot on the Coree, 

Siege coimsel in slumber, 
Red hand in the foray, 

How sound is thy slumber, 

fpj Lady of tUc Lake, Canto llr p. CD. 
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Like the dew on the motintain, 
Like the foam on the river. 

Like the bubble on the fountain, 
Thou art gone, and for ever ! 



SONG SECOND, 

From the chace on the mountains as I was returning, 
By the side of a fountain Malvina sat mourning ; 
To the vfinds that loud whistled she told her sad stoi'j. 
And the vallies re-echoed Macgregor a Raura. 
Like a flash of red fightning o*er the heath came M accata, 
More fleet than the roe-buck on the loftj Brinn-barra ; 
O I where is Macgregor ? say where does he hover ? 
'thou son of bold Calmar, why tarries my lover ? 
Then the voice of soft sorrow from his bosom thus sounded : 
Low lies your Macgregor, pale, mangled, and wounded ! 
0*ercome with deep slumber to the rock I eonvey'd htm. 
Where the sons of black malice to his foes have betrayed him. 
As the blast from the mountain soon nips the fresh blossom. 
So died the ^r bud, of fond hope in her bosom. 
Macgregor, Macgregor, loud echo resounded. 
And the hills rung in pity Macgregor is wounded ! 
Near the brook in the valley, the green turf did hide her, 
, And Uiey laid down Macgregor sound sleeping beside her : 
Secure in their dwelling from foes and black slander. 
Near the roaring loud water their spirits oft wander, {q) 



(9) MtMslaren. 
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CHAPTEll U. 



NW glimmVring light the pBiple skies display, 
Aurora blilddiig lidierar in the -day ; 
. The sun his orient ra3r8 remotely spreads, 
"Akl gailf gilds the'^tial'ttbiitttaitaJ h»ads ; 
The vdeipg-sirains their labours 'bow reaev. 
The meadomrs glisten with the pearly dew ; 
'^^Hie dhorist^Hy'tlieir heats relinquisVd, rovfe ; 
ThBniaUl»re-fritit'-4V9*«dnte thsr gfrore ! 
The rising, day their notes regaling -seem^ 
And join the murmurs of 'tiie purling stream. 



SiKcns the abolition of tha feudal jsystem, and. regular esr 
tablisbment of tlie law, by which safety and property are 
securedrto the vassal, the genius of the f^jghlaoder .e:j^pands 
in real Itistr^^ decDiMit^d with ::the.! tints .of^^alL their .ancient 
virtues. I Ju9tiQe,t hospiteUty, g»iei>oiiity, ben^volen/^, and 
friendship, arema^ii^heteTsaihigfaly cultiv^d^jis inftheHigh- 
, lands. 

The Calelddnittiist'hatebeen-always addicted toipoetry and 
music 5 ^' arid the pofettts of Ossian, being authentic,- are a 
strong'pjrdbf of "their proficiency in that art -At -this aera, 
notwithstanding the inntiitierable dis^dvaiitages under which 
they labbitr,* the flidst illiteriate of either sex frequently dis- 
play a genius and predilection for poetry, which bursts forth 
frequently in the most natural^ rimple,'and wild strains^ when 
love, joy, gi'ief, or any other subject of song calls them forth. 
When their diurnal task is completed, and when the in- 
clemency ot the weather permits not the agrarian labour, 
especially in the long evenings during winter, they devote a 
portion of time to the tale, and the fascinating song. The 
former of these compositions are of the romantic kind com- 
posed by the ancient bards, and banded down by tradition. 
It was an office entirely given to the bards to tune theTiarp, 



21 

aud sing some U^e of their own cdmposifion r AOtd those li9Tds 
were Detained in the house of etery chief. That Qp^^ bd^g. 
extingiiisfaedy- the tales, and Gaelic poems.are lok.ii|ag^eat 
raeasnipe^ and those that yet semain are mifieriibly ^^Iterated. 
The genius and charactear of the GaeBc poems arQ Veil known, 
ahdmnst be aIlow«d .to be. sublime^ ;tei3deri:. and beautjiffi^^ 
but wild ai^ die seeoes cblehrated^ , The Qajelic is. pa^r^y. c&^. 
tained'and secured amongtfae mountains aodalipost impepe- 
traUe fastne^sek, eten amidst lall Jbe r^¥0)|itipi|uf that have, 
ag^ted and abaken the.^n^ire. Thelltngp^ge, to a strangeiry* 
is extremely harsh and. gratings from the mai^y.qujesc^. 
consonants .and the ^utturaLpronnat^tioii; but,, when th(>- 
iXNighljr ttnderstoodf it is found (o bis highly fxpre^lv^ and 
to contaiof algreat maay infiexionisK-^to be exquisitely harmor. 
nioiiSy and, though strong and mascultne^. yf^t wi^U suited tq 
tender expresaioJDSA : ..... 

: In ancient ages the harp was^e diief misdeal ip$truipei^(^ 
and its '^mplioity suited Jtheir: mildness and mW9^rcf; ^od 
the. wild notes: were well adapted to die poetical effusions of, 
the bards. .But when we.descend tothe feudid peripd^ we; 
find lihe^ harp thrown aside, and ihe bag-pipe, brought, into, 
use, as an i instrument more martial, when .die chieftain^ 
wenei embroiled inJfeuds and^ almost constant "^bx ; and al-, 
though many changes have taken place, the bag*pip^.^re y^^ 
esddemed. ". The older part of the Highland mi}$i(D, af& suit^ 
to die harp, Ef of the. .soft, tender,, and elegiat kind, chie%| 
expressive of : the passions of love and grief;, others ar^^ 
sprighdy and:. cheerful, adapted, to .the rc^gionof f^cy and 
festivity 'r while some •■ ate of a: martial nature, every pc^ of 
^ wfaidias expressive of rage or fury. .There is^.aW a n^xed 
species of music, intended :to commemorate iSome great bc|tt|e 
or contest, where the elegiac, the m^rti^l, 4he J/i^yfu], and 
mournful are combined ; but, of all these,, the &vourite of 
the Highlanders is .that species called Strathspey reels, gene- 
rally used in their dances. (7) , 

(r) WelkterV Dictionary of Scotland, p. 828. 
D 



22 

Th^ ^smu^hrodk AH^nAmn w Liilt-lMim, fdk into the 
IJem, whi<*v brook most pfolaibly is rioininated fmiwu t6» 
Llniuft Ga*attlciiift, op pnrgtng ibx, fiwfcid ^ou' tineiaidei^ 
aiid iieartliis the Bftd, a ^tenm^ pooTs^alio herdcns o£tns^ . 
siire iipott the alter* This- eunrent is. n^med fiuift BBdl 
(abtrsh) sind chum (a rodden), a scolticisra flw t&ekys Ji»£. 
the mpuritam a*. On the otlwer haftd, a fcesh; fUHd rf' 
beauties (^jens lo tbe vfew-*-the hai^hy cliffs ace opaioj; and 
dispfejra small ravme, watered by a brook caH«d AldiJ^ywfri 
HearJgh (the burn of Harry's yard)^ and «^Uule to the eie^ 
oFthfa stmd^ the eastle of Corgarff, a tower erected fm& 
hdttting seat, by Thomas Erskine, Eiaii of Ma% in :IS37*' 
In November/ l^*?!, it is s*id to hav« fecu iHbnt by Sr; 
ftdam Gordon, bat e^^onrrmgcircttinstaaac* evidently pnwe' 
it labe Tbwfe cigtJe tbat was bumt^ of whidi wi&^udl.tveat 
more fully hereafter. This castle, after thefafishamof thai 
Eart of Mar in lT15y fctt into thohands'of Ecwbes of Sktt- 
later, who detained it until lii^ when govenpmient pttr*- 
diased it, and formed it into a barracks^ and ap^mnted: 
Charles FcH-bes, Esq*-of Andiernach^ harirw^'-masteii, aat^^ 
i^b^s i^ioT^^to tjiishad taken possession o£Jt^; when. Jukrd' 
Ancrum, in I7«j besiegsed it with 2^000^ mten»: and pot tfce 
rribeld toffight* It is^ eofavemenHy sitiiated oibihe ^Htghknd 
road leading from Edinborgh to Fort Georgei^ .. 

^ Gfeneral Wadcy in 1744., opened an int^nbouifi^ aniong>tbe 
Eighlani^rsy by making' roads over difficult passes In^g* 
Ae mountains. These roads were consmeneed in 17^, cap^- 
ploying five iMsndred soldters ag labourers, \ufader pricier, 
bfiiceri^ and altboagh twdluindred and ^&y naiicB.in ii^ngth^i 
and'frbm twenty to twenty^five j^rds wide, wereicompfetdi/ 
itt 17ST, whioh occattknied a bull to appear m tliepiibitp 
prints of thie y^r 1737. (s) - 

Who had seen this road before it was made,' :. 

' ' Must have heM up his hands and blest General Wacfev ^ 

(;>] W<ili8tev*9 Dlptionary of Sootlaiul^ P- 9^^* 
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tfce;HigUa?wJs,i kfi^^pmii^^rg^J^vm^ ifif the jcppi^trjrs 
and Sir Charles Forbes, Bitrt. has extended the^^jgi^piJc^ 
alopg, the bao^ pfjthe. D<jn,,tp. ^GjfgarflT ca§de,'in. ,ia?6, 
w}Mdi,Jias mad€i a great . iaipi;oy^^ -an^ dijal^edpthe^lui(B 
for fHrth^ jii^pjrQVi^nents^ : . ' : 

In 1325, while removing some old buildings near the cattle, 
i^eir ^^re. 4i?C0T^fed theHi[>on^ <|f j|i i£»p, aj^d^tlj^epbarrdli of 

. T^e p$s$ of ♦he. Lleig^t,ji«^e,.crosB5ed.by -^^^ J^}}^W¥ 
xo|i4. lefbding to fltr^U?dowjj,,|frai4 here.^tf^d^ f^^f 
Allarjgj^y :]iyhiqh has^.U^lgflgfi^i tP .th|^: Farquh^r^sonrfaipiJx 
aio,9^ ti|e jrefor 16£pi ^^(^ ^p^y€J^imy1^^^ 
j>(.E^e> ,asf a priryp^>al,fltf|»f in.th^rjg^Qcajl^i^ an^ 

to^w.tJ!imr.4^$fc«nfe,cMfyJt^^ pai^jwint.ip the^ 

Xlwx^ oC« ?yei im^ pec<Hi4.Wn:>tp <;:pnstantjme, third £^ 
ftC^ife.#5>4nV/a^ ^^pfi^p^rJSS^i^ XV.- iu the cfuiipajg^ 
agwpst thf^I^lTOOT^J^j^ Pr9?^»^^ fff Mpray, in lie*-^ 
S^^eg^ WviRg.%«?^iwhTOjetf c^rapajgn^ was mad^ 

g«^verflfyr> of Invents cattle, wd. was a|*opre$ient^d lyith the . 
^^St<jf ^^t&> fl?ef|gWy, wd;tl^ ejt^ep^iye forest p/Stratli-y 
QSKFiu /jjif .pj^lp;ial}^;hin[^",|kfaph (M^n^tos^. 

i. e. Captain or Thane'^;^^ but^ill .i^fl^^r impUes.a SQq,c^ 
(t|»f4fj«^ja^,i*]^far2;».j^ ««nf,sa fi^ ^ tois^ch (l^t the 
G^woeyr (^ jt^e^ppw. gpf^ fi^^ ip; ^^ wipe J ^§oine of tb^ %mi|lj5 
rejected then^tnp^ ^^fafjiplipjsh,^^: Bdppt^ that of,j^fi.W| in 

the Ear] of Mar, and in the fifteenth century settled in Br^^ 
mar, and had an#oii>.Ji»ttMd(SwqUbQii^ rivho^ifow the 
name of Farqoldffsoiii . i^bo t jar^ called^ ill r^. diltic, Qlan 
launlay, u e. the c^iklpcb|idi^'<£iiilay« 

Rotert Farquharsim-^'AHargiJte was^l^^ 16^, and 
married IsabeUa- Andersen in 172S,. wbo^ was born- in 1^79 ; 
they had sesreraLjchUdfen. She died.ia.I74^v.iapd,her hus- 
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band itif I17i;; borti Were interred in the c^hureh^y^d of 
Sti'athdon, with the underwritten ta$cripli6nr on a MJ^e iki 
the church wall': 

' ** Here 1^ the remains df Robert Farquharson of Al!cr<j, whb d?ed 
iFamiaiy 31. 17?i, in the' 77. year of his age, an^ of Isabel Ad^erson 
his spouse, who died February tKe 18. 1749, ih'tlie.7CL V^ar of lier 

am^ *'".'' s • . ■ '■ ' ■ . . * ■ J 

oge. • ■ . , . I 

• Hfe wiis succeeded by his sonj Robert, who mdiTled' Maty 
Ann Innes, and had issue. He entered the -diurch, Jaind 
tirittk assistant preacher at Lynn Oarn,' in Striithddn,' w!ien 
hfe Was removed to Kirkmichfef, BanSfilhire, Wher^'here^ 
mainedliut a short tihie, when he was translateil to Colit- 
stone, Aberdeenshite^' where-he died, January ^^ '1^26;— ^^ 
Robert succeeded liis brotberi' atid holds the land.^-^Arnrs^ 
'quarterly^ first and Iburtb, -ora lion rathpant gutes^; second 
and third, argent, a fir tree vert, issuant *oni a rn6unt,^in 
base, seeded proper; arid on' a ^ief gUles, fhe '.bfi(nn6r' of 
iScotlatid displayed, and a-diexter hand ediipkl, charged ^ith 
a dagger. ^ Crest, a Ron giiles, issuarit^fVdm a i;/reatli,* airmed 
in his dexter paw with a sword* proper, hilted'and'pdnHnei^ 
led— ^motto. Fide et Fortliudlne," (faith and fortitude, 61^, I 
force no friend, I fear ho foe.) (t) 'War cry^ Calhi htt 
Cunnhne: Badge oFthe Farquharsons, Dlgitatis^ Purptir^aj 
purple fox glove. The M*Leods and M*Hardys ^opt^the 
Vaccinum Rlibri, red whortii berries. ' • : ^« * . 

Lord Elphingstoh possessed* ihese Wds in tbd'be^rinin^ 
of the 16th century, as appears? hi two diartert, 155*)^ ISfifS; 
to him and his sjjouse, Margaret I)rtimTii(ond'.''(tt) * • ' 
• The t)6fl is cr6ssed hertf by Vstorie bridge,'6h fll^^niHfttt^y 
foad. On ihd east a sJniH'fetream pours •her-trlftute into the 

/'•.. w ' Inthe-ritth vUfe^i:bnto]ii^n]dlttd«iritag{dka#^ Ir.ii fj.ir. /irr: f 
J'. ') (/Wilhliiilpidfwj«re$!the jwrchedfhind to 

When faint and laog«W Tiieath 'Ae ! »W« ^* .'^ .' {rJau.i \ 
:..:.. ,;i :a'het:QQSogftMiid9*lith^th|wst,«Jtey« {;...;[ . J* :U 

• "^ •) i. -it ' >■' ' < <» J — <^r^ — ^^M 'fy ■?■ r-4 — "i "i^ ■■■ i ' i) >t ' A ■ ' »'■■ ?< I '■■■■ i ■{ ft; I ij.u; 

• *- J- (i)*»«lK't'tlsaer«ldrv, :'. -. \u) Don^W ]Peeftig(i> «44.i;' .i ' .' 
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^ l^ose y/hb' li^e th6 felkie tongae cali'the coonti^ Birai^-r 
hteacb,*Le.^tJ»e lajf^^er Jmrtj oif H^lilafia ;rf^^^ ft ils<iy 

implies d.Higlilandkian, ^^ Si^iii implies ^cliielfeairi; -^y 
fbbiisb tafes of the Altj^siteAlt-fedhi o* stKidtid sightj- are* n^di^ly 
eicplod^; yel mAl^yloeatfidmes' Wince tte jireVaTaiby'df 
HmtidQAfeelttg roofed detip tiMelng ik^it forefethers. * ■ '• * 
« ' il^rpfisiiflg 1^ sfiielU^Btrei^lel' tailed; the "AMti C^fA^y^^oi^ 
Ki«st,.(«h^t^bdfW), I «»dssed the Dtifh, rtftd^nt^red a beaiitiftl* 
rnvltiej wjiere^stfcliii a funi^ Wf i^tStn^iY^icsceiH^ry pdared' bntfr^ 
view, as elevated the idea to that ef ^rM^attiiii^^efl^tl^^i^' 
}X)lar star of nature,, and Inbreathed fprtlitl]i,i|s ^iM^ulation : 
"■ The hand that fraqied the^e is diyii^t" \ 

A scope of sublimity and.graQ(]e»£.ey)ei^,.^h^& meets the 
^iew — mountains toi/(Pei'igpg[ oneill)fia:,9ide^ ftudritedftinating the 
view in azure clouds, the idbilira'ttdoftted- witb^vaiiitf erica 

in luxuriant brillianpj^vlmd at kiterval»&r^ of dwarf 

betula encanopying the teaddr^dwdrs^'utideriif^kdi. 

Many small eMtals^'^rpp^i* «»ti'^thi&^ sSop^ citt l^y the silver 
currents oozing, from their 'ctiaJICesjwbiBrri thte^ condensed 



dews and rains are riefedted'iis they iftift, i^tidtlieh ejected in 
-small currents, undulate liiitir united with , bifljeri fiJl dpwn 
in graceful motion, arid resting oii the ^spiipr of the silver 
Don, which is seen meandering ii^ serpentine, qurls down the 
ravine, laving the enamelled^banUs. ^ The ^ceneiiii^ heightened 
by a few cottages aij^ arable 'p}»ts,.^aad^^rds,o^ cattle, at 
once the hc^e and joy ojTthe pe^as^t^. , ; , ,. ) 

I now crossed a smaU cw5ye«it^,t)y^ar.^^^ iffldge, where 
the military road inter§e(C*s!tb^ciniifiw^TTA«.]8airr^tis caUed 
AldnDow, or th9,.i9X-bul'^''>' ^iNim^ihi^a^^ a little 

eastward, and csoniedKfuiaitlMr.ijbrook, fowuii^'^ a hill 
called DiedhH9oidei^iori9old»i^siitoih\i^''^«i^iis con- 

flict took place' tertwfeeii lhre4}fefls:>A^*i* atrfd CJoutts, in the 
beginning of the l^ t^btihl'^'fUr&'^m^^ road as- 

cends the Glas CHdirf,' iot^^Mfeck WoBd^^ 
south. On the noithenfi t'cil^e of^the ©oh 1^ the supplei;?en- 
tary church of Lynn Oaf n,' or t)eai>yjirtl, -erected for a chap- 
Iain, while the soldiers bcifupieil (he garrison, but owing to 
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thejk9ngUud^,ofth|eii)^rIsk5>f $U*AthiiDn^ t^^^ ar^ pK^o^mng 
tpJbrip It into a s^jMuTate parkh-rrthje incu^ibc^ in. l&p^ i^ 
tJipiRey, WilUam Fpr^jes>>|» has j^lflQ mmiJiy, Nw: 
4)iijS isjaschqol foj:; a.few ^ ^he.chijUren ; th.^iPi^t)er<b^ jf Iff 
pgr .^aftuip, a ga^deo, a^ twp acr^ Jofigi^Quwl for cftUure- 
A little easjt from this is ^smaUepctosec] iwtmk gr0u^ ^^IkA 
Q?^<V!*j^ ?*^e 8*oqd 3rPli«fid that had been d«df^«»d to 
l|^ JVIachar^ Bipl^p^^f JMQi{ay» who flojjijiijh^ in A* DvftgTj 
WiiVi^8t1ge ^ remains but .thei. biu'iaj ^onad^ .w-h©W;eevp'iii7Qf 
tihe.na4ye«jiP.e^U^^^ . i. .. i^ . : /• 

. :::•..-: ,j fljavir todunifiilly this burial ground, ' ' '* ' ' "* ' '' 
Neaf the clear streamlet's bubbling sound, 

r. •: llittt^M^ its sdftMeandVkig wave -'^ - ''•- 

,1: ". An»liid:tlio dead ted inlent jg^ve! '- 

.i - The iiitiea^tHaftiltMiiis here, -:.■ ,- • ■^■. ■} . --^ >; ■} vr / 

!m;„; > .-Xhe.ww^ntlniil&ttanaynotohepr;:. . '.' j:.:r > : ff ui 

m^ij^.Qft'^itli.»oKtft|y,bttW . L . ; •; ^^. •'..• M •; . ,.jj',ii 

I; » ; )« m::. ) 'W % P"^ ^^^W* .?f*9'^ ?» ..his stay^J 
,. ,^.. . ; , Tp.l)ngjiterrfli[>?vers he wi?^,^^ 
: . The brk, with melliflous souud^ 
, . Alighteth jon j^me verdant mound, 
\' And, like an icon, sitting there 
A little space in silei^t air—- 
'T611s'ofs6me Secret dim union,' 
■ i3oine ' wild tmd' nlystical Communion, ' 
Connecting with^ the parent lei ■ '- • 
' TIm Janefeomfe, v^iAiirt'ceml^tiy. ^'"^ 
:P«toi)SthJ»^ttS thfel^ttflld^kee- ' 

:: /Whole jMme';iiDeatth^'iid looker ki^ ;r.'' ^i .;.<;r;f/ 

,...fl^tiiii^pi|ld^*4mtli;tteiifa)iJdJringia^ Mi{ ]).;•> 

. !?^ ?^eare^^Ve,ijpJ^i>rs«9 ififtJvflWiW^' :.>( i^.vM yA\ 

/SeenM,hutpa^.l^ijipmet4«fi}ig^d^;[ ,.^* .uv'«- '•':'? 

Boj^h. late and fn^q^entbafh.jtlfe t^r; , -) .' v j/ 

Beep on its,i|po^.i!iffttl^v|9Jtherp,^ j. .^ . |. ,., • ., ^ , 

And yon green spot of silent re§t. , , 

Y^wns to receive its destined guest. . , ' "_ . , 
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''■■• <jp4e ttitW chivch«i4.iio SQCimclmg beft . v ; 'I' 

, On giind^j^ edi9e9 theough the Y^k; . ' 
ButgiPaves'a^toiobhStooiefli l^re. a^ 
lAroymd ,^hei« stood ^>£f^u8e of ^^yer; . ,; . - 

Gr^ de^th did ch(K>8e dna jTueful placs^ / ., . ,..,.., 

, Wiiere 4^ep the dead in cold enJbrn^t/ 

. Leav&ig ; ^is doTBlUxffiy^ I pursued mjr walk to die. eaif^ 
yifiving iheibfiKMtifi^ seenerjr. 'The laUs on eitheirsidedT 
the riv^r ^tev^tod ^koic jbtrown caresls^' ai«d:£seemsd in -sqiilles 
to mock the infuriated rage of many wintry storms ;«-t*dle 
iJ^cU^yili^s iy«rf5 p0Yeri|d wth Ioosj^ ^Jtftite* disser^red from 
j^hc: roK^ks, The :vhcjk 9lTath ■ was fiincifiily deoomted) wiA 
some «r4^6eMi^ and cr^aeent knoU% wUife the>D6ii jt^ribd 
in; scfpentinQ maliQt>i^ ^gmcjefully ftUiag oRrer . the shiidiig 
l»eebles. ^Oa tbe .left 13 a ;9mall plot .oft jiatHTftl .bireb wood^ 
)i^Ued la^e'Cekioy Dmn'Aadeniae^idgutf {ththMxiSyGmg 
JbiKoh. wood); •and here .we enter.a wing oftb^ pai*ish ofTac^ 
land,: ^hieh;Si^$|^es mctoa dsanfourniilesf along Iheiiriyerl^ 
.^beeajst^ .mid^ii^i^gr^^iit iotdrsN^tion, and theh crossing, die 
Don^.wint^ ]to the south'..! .Tim arregulaHQr.is >dEt^ly a»- 
.<30anM fpr (;r-^> tH^ ii*Uey ifr^. rich in p^knr^i iliie |)eople 
.of Tckfjadd dtpve tfieir faei;fls»: MOth aome pasttHrsito .attend 
•thenii, iti tbls.strsithf Ibi^ugh. the .summer; tUese pflstx>r5 
^erected t^f huts^ and at int^nralatCuitivB^ed sQlali pieces, of 
ground for coleworts (kail), and at last settled tbecie^ It still 
cpntiniies an ins^t^ colony, separate fr^n» the pmdi4 

Opibelsputb'pf th^ ^on is^a mulet iCailed'AMh Garraji, 
where,; £it BaUrbj^udyy ^aods a anlkU'Jloiiian.Cathdlfe.diapel, 
haik in 1809^-40 ibet bjf iSO without, the w^IIs$ ^oodecra&d 
(Domitia ad !ni^e9)> ia oke^QKiEy )of .that/^n^bacle said.t6'faavE 
beett* performed m A# D*:!86?. The clergyrnan 'perforriis 
.office <0nce!amond^;fpr. which .he receives' lahnuaHy kBlS 
sterKng. Neac this H a viBage, at the Toot o£ a vevdunt 
mound, called Dornu Haisch (j6st and.be tUankfid). .'Mai^^ 
of tlie country people' trance the btil:wfaeFe-thdse beings of 
nonentity, called FtAries performed ihesr mdgic rouxtdy and 
corrobomte their tale, by many straiige evidences; of the 
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Taish-taraugh, or second ^bt; from Ta»h^ a shadow. — 
Even Fraser, Lord Lovat, affirmed that the iswo^ds which 
hung in the barbnial hall of the castle sprung from their 
scabbards at die inistant he was bom* Inis t^e is current 
among the Fraser dan^ and^ "like many pthe^ of these omi- 
nous tales, proved" unfortunate. Many of the Highland 
cUeftaiiis are said to have fa^d a tutelar or dotni^c spirit 
attached tJothem, who took an interest in th^ir prosperity, 
and> by lamentable bowlings, intimated any approaching 
danger. ...... i 

After leaving Domu, Hai8<^, and' passing a;>plot of birdi* 

wood, I crossed a streamlet called Garobary) near ^ 

rdugli hifl- called Tora-naJ^ourrich, (the hill niiere ihe deer 

jrut, commonly cali^ the hill of die Shattna^h), no^ parley 

enclosed, and covered with young wood, while the w^er^ 

^fring presents a $urfiKe covered with loose ^peebles, as if 

•^piarated : by some terrestrial commotion V-<^o i«rdnre>api> 

' pears on the ascent, but a few patches of eriea^ digilaKs, aiWl 

^xbamnuS'Cathartieus, issuing from the crevices, and from 

among tbe siiingles. . On this liill are two pretty large tumuil ; 

"^one <3f them called the Watch Cairn^ where a party of the 

'42d regiment 'Was stationed, >to suppress • th^e Kern Ma^ 

raudersj this being their rendeicvoUss the othdr is called 

i Cairn Fibul^ the place where tliey divided>the spoil taken on 

:their>aidf. ' ' ' ' 

In 1694 were found many pieces of silver, which wtere 
claimed by the'&mily of Skellaler^ and defaced to make 
Jiopsehold plate. Some of the. pieces were' dollars of Charles 
IL valued at 66 shillings, milled nioney.. In 1832 were 
found inany more, fdeces of siiver, those' of Robert IL**^h^d 
the head in profile, crowned, the. sceptre erect: Rpbertos 
Dei Gra, On the reverse, a cross- patobce, with t?wo stars. 
Dux Protector M.& et Liberator M.S. Villa Edin. ISTl. 
we^ht, one and. a half drams. 1 ... 

. Robert lIL-^the. head crowned withim agarlafid of rose;}. 
Robertjus Dei Gra. Rex^Scot. 13fir2. Reverse, ^ a cross, with 
three globules : and oo the quarters in the inner civde, 
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Villa Edin. Dux Protector M.S. et Liberator M.S.— weight 
one and a half drams. 

John Baliol — ^the head crowned, and a sceptre : Johannes, 
Dei Gra. Reverse — a cross, with four hexagonal mullets. 
Civitatis S. Andae 1253, 

From the reign of Dayid JL until the death of James V. 
the silver pieces were called groats, half groats, pennies, half 
pennies. Those pennies of Alexander III. weighed 22 grains ; 
a groat of David II. weighed 67^ grains, and some of them 
5d ; while those of Robert III. weighed 47J grains. 

There were also found on this hill two large gold rings ; 
the'sfe, with the coins, are in the possession of Sir Charles 
ForbeSj Bart. ^ 

On the north of the Don is the celebrated mountain of 
Loanackf part of the Grampian chain, an elevation of 1200 
feet above the level of sea. On the summit is a pyramidal 
pile, or cairn, reared by the tenantry in 1823, in honour of 
their landlord's elevation to the dignity of a Baronet of the 
United Kingdom,. This pile is in diameter 31 feet, and has 
two stone tablets, .with inscriptions. That" on the west is 
Celtic, and runs thus : 

Carn an Ridire. 

Air thogail le Tuath, Nuadh, Eaduinnghlagidh^ Bhall e bhig, agus 
Scjialeiterr, mar chuimhneachan, dom maighsdir ion mhuim agus lua 
meil, Sir Tearlach Foirbes, M. P. 

air dha bhi^ ardacha, leis^an IV. Rigli Deorsa, Guurram Ridire na 
Rioghachd aonaichte am BhHadhna an Tighearna, 1823. 

That on the eastern is nearly the same in English : 

Baronet's Cairn. 
Tlie tenantry on the lands of New, Edinglassie, Bellabeg, and Skella- 
ter, in testimony of their affection and gratitude, have erected this pile^ 
to their highly distinguished and beloved landlord, 

. Sir Charles Forbes, Bart. M. P. 
on his elevation to the dignity of a Baronet of the United Kingdom,, by 
his Majesty George IV. in 1823. 

The hill is now covered with young wood. A hollow in this 
neighbourhood was anciently famous as a resort of banditti. 

E 
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Corgarff was held by the vaKant Hardie, In the fisurteeatfe 
century, who was of French origin, aiwl waited upon his 
Majesty JohD» King of France, whea prisoner in England 
along with Davldjf King pf Scotland. Edward III. of Eng- 
land conning to visit the royal prisoners, ordered his c*^^ 
hearer to fiU a glass of wine,, and give it to the Baost worthy : 
he gave it to the Scots monarchy for which the French King's 
servant gave him a box on the ear ^--the King reproved him, 
saying. Tout Hardie^ upon- which he got that name, and it 
descended to his offspring; and, coming over to Scotland 
wkb King David Biruoej^ his Majesty gave hini the lands of 
CorgftriF, by charters and letters patent,, under tlie royal seal, 
in 1S88, and his descendants as yet call themselves Mac^ 
Hardy^ L e. Hardie^s sOu ; but there are. some near Gordon 
c^tle, onthe Spey, who call themselves Hardie^ 

Arms«i-*-CUilesj a dexter hand couped fesse ways, grasping 
a dagger, argent, point downwai'd, between two mullets,, or, 
crest a mullet of the third. Motto, " Tout Hardie," 

Many legends assert that the family are sprung from the 
;M*Leod dan; but this is wrong, as the. arms are different* 
M*Leod carries or, a castle triple towered, and. embattled 
argent ; maspned sable, windows, and port gules, (jr)- 

At the foot <tf the bill stands the House of Skellater, erect- 
jed by Lauchlan Forbe% Esq. in 1727. The nai^e Skellater 
signifies forked or spread hills, anciently die seat of the 
Forbes family, the first of whom was John, third son of 
Arthur first of Brux in 1400. I will pass over a long list of 
the family, until IG^S^ when George forrayed a quantity -of 
cattle from the Earl of Huntly^ and from the lands of Bal- 
veny^ and drove them to Tarland, where he sold them for a 
dollar a head. The dollar of Charles II. was equivalent to 
56 shillings in value, and a sheep to £l Scots, or one shilr 
ling and eightpence sterling. Huntly, nevertheless, forgave 
this expedition, and promised to come as his auxiliary to tire 
battle of Alford, July S, 1646. ' He was succeeded by John, 

, , :: : '. 1 _^: 

C-r) Niskt's Heraldry, vol. I. p. 26a. 
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and afterwiii'ds by George, his son, as f^ipears by an epitaph 
in th^ church-yard of Cushnie. 

^* Within this wall \rerc buried the ashes of Robert Lumsden of 
Corrachree, who wasT married to Agnes Forbes, daughter to GeorgH 
Forbes of Skellater. He died April 20, 1710*'' 

This stone was erected opposite to his grave, by James hii^ 
eldest son. Near this is another stone, on another branch of 
these families, which begins pretty laconically thus : 

** Within behind tiiis ston lyes Thomas Liimsden of Lyn, who de* 
parted this life, June 19, 1706, and of age S9 jeiirs ; and also his 
spouse, Maijori Forbes, who departed this life, May 1, 1710, and 
of age 63 years ; and William Lumsden, their son, who departed 
ApriU the 28, 1716, and of age 28 years; imd three of their grand 
children, Aleixr* Helien, and Heliefi." 

George was presented with the lands of Lynmore by the 
Earl of Mar, and William married Sophia Forbes, daughter 
Co John Forbes of New, The representative of the family in 
1826 is General Forbes ct Auchernach. 

Arms — Azure, three bears heads couped^ parted by Oi 
crescent; or, crest, a dexter hand couped, armed vritk a 
skean erect, having a bear's bead couped on the point, all 
proper. Motto — Solus inter plurimos, (alone among many J 
W. F. 17- S. F. 70. Badge — «^iartium 4scopare, or common 
broom. Buchanan, birchy Cameron, oaky CampbeU, tn^ilef 
Chisolm, alder^ &c. — Distance from Aberdeen 49 miles. 
T)he thistle blooms on lea and dale, 
The bloom it blushes gaily O ; 
^ Foxglove and ivy grace the fell, 

Their sdions flourish diuly O. 
Long be their stems in union twin*d. 
The emblems may we cherish O ; 
To guard from faithless foes combined. 
We'll save or wi' them perish O. 
• On th^ east end of the hill is another pile, erected in 1 822, 
when John, eldest son of Sir Charles, entered oii his majority. 
On that day the tenants assembled en i^asse^ and walked in 
procession to the house of Edinglassie, accompanied with 
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the national bag-^pipe, and a selection from the Caledonian 
band from Aberdeen, in the Celtic costume* After partak-. 
wg of large draughts of mountain dew, they marched to the 
hill — kindled large bonfires— erected the pile, and at the 
first evolution of glasses the toast was, ** The Forbes* family,'* 
with three times three— while a volley was fired with muskets, 
and the music, accompanied with the bag-pipe, played in the 
garb of old Oaul, till hills and woods re-echoed the salute* 
, After an evolution bumper, the company sung in chorus, 
The spartium blooms right bonny O^ 

The golden broom is bonny O, 
With thistle, rose, and shamrock twin*d, 

They form a bouquet canny 0« 
Long may they bud, and scions spring. 

Around the stems sae mony O ; 
May guardian cherubs spread their wing. 
To guard our spartium bonny O. - 

Again the health went round, answered by a salute, and 
God save the Kingj when they reared the pile, and hcMsted 
on the summit a flag of tartan, Forbes' colours, when the 
1[)umper took another circle, and th^y marched to Skellater 
House, "where a sumptuous collation was prepared, when 
song and toast flowed round the board. The dance com- 
menced, and in a short space the elastic floor cadenced the 
motion of the light fantastic toe. With such hilarity were 
the hours spent, until 

Aurora withdrew the sable curtain, 
And display 'd the gems of lovely smiling morn, 
When the song circulated round the board — 

Fresh ankers pierce — ^haste waiters, bring 

The largest glasses we have seen ; 
We cannot part while band and heart, 

At every bumper, glows more keen, ' 
In union sing God save the King, 

Long live our Forbes' progeny ; 
May peace and plenty crown Strathdon, 

And may auld Scotland still be b<^» 
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Tli^y then formed a resolution 7iem. con. that, to comme- 
morate that event, a philanthropic society shpuld be formed^ 
and the members to appear in the Celtic costume, and 
badge of the clan Forbes. The Celtic costume is tartana, or 
tartan, that is, woollen cloth, made of party coloured threads, 
crossing each other at right angles, with judicious arrange* 
ment, so as to form squares, called Tjas or base. The cos- 
tume consists of the femoraUa, philabegor kilt, of the Mi- 
lesian extraction, now used for the philaeg, which formerly 
consisted of twelve yards of cloth, rolled round the body, and 
then thrdwn over the shoulder* This was named in En^rlish 
the belted plaid, and nearly resembled the Roman toga.^- 
The philabeg is neatly bound at the top with a cincture of 
leather, fastened by a buckle, :from which is suspended the 
spon-an mollochj or badger's skin purse, and on the left side 
the skean and pistols : over this is the tuniada^ or short coat^ 
and a narrow piece of cloth falls from their shoulder, and is 
tied en knot on the outside of the thigh. The calceiy or Kght 
shoes, sometimes fastened with thongs, but often with fancy 
buckles; and the caliga, or short chequered stockings, bound 
wiUi tapes under the knee, tied in- form of a rose :. oh their 
head is the pilemy or bonnet. Loanach was the stationer 
Rendezvous where the Donean clan assembled, and was the 
war cry of the Forbeses during the feudal period. Whdi any 
commotion ensued, they sometimes reared the ch roash dar- 
raidhf or cross of oak, as a signal to assemble : at other times 
they suspended a shield from the branches of a tree, which at 
intervals they struck with the blunt end of a spear. This sound, 
which was called Beum s geifhe, was the usual mode of giving 
the alarm or charge among most of our Caledonian tribes. 

Their instruments of war were, the axe, sword, spear^ bow 
and arrow, called bannsach. Their music, after the harp 
was laid aside, was the bag-^pipe, whose wild loud notes they 
cdMed has gur. *r.- 

In I824f^ the Strathdon, Forbes, and Loanach Highland 
Society was opened, when all the gentlemen of that country, 
with many others, conWibuted largely to the funds, which 
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has a favoardble appearance, and^ if rightly condacted, will 
prove extremely beneficial to the country at large. The re- 
gulations were printed in 1825, from which I shall take a few 
extracts, not deeming the digression derogatory to the work. 

Sir Charles Forbes, Bart. <^ New and Edinglafisie, Patron. 
John Forbes, Esq. yoOnger of New and Edtnglassie, M.P. Honoraiy 

President. 
H<moiTary Ptce^PresideniSf 1826: • 
Right Hon. the Earl of Aboyne 
Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen 
Right Hon. Lord Forbes ^ 
. The Hon. Capt. Gordon, R. N. M. P* 
Sir John Forbes, Bart, of Craigievar 
Colonel Sir Alex. Leith, K.C.B. Glenkindy 
' , General Nathaniel Forbes of Auehemach 

Charles Forbes^ Esq. of New and Edinglassie 
George Forbes, Esq. do* do. 

The Rev. Dr. Forbes, of Blelack 
Major Forbes of Invereman 
Capt. Anderson of Candacraig. 
*• Having in view the advantages resulting from humane 
institutions, and every friendly association, where fraternal 
love and amity reigns, fully influenced by such ties, and a 
loyatty to their gracious Sovereign George the Fourth, con- 
joined with the other patriotic and benevolent feelings, they 
have proposed, and now institute this Society, which they 
have denominated * TAe Loanack Highland and friend,ly 
Soeietyy which has for its principal motives the preservation 
of the Highland costume, and, as far as can be, the Celtic 
language. 

O come, then, brave Forbes, in battle still daring. 

Thou chief of our mountains and fastnesses dear ; 
Haste, come to thy children, whose bosoms are baring, 
~ Whose souk, love, obedience, and trust, still declare 
Strathdon men are ready, array'd in their tartan ; 
' Loud, loud sweUs the pibroch, o*er mountain antf glen. 
Pale shakes each invader, like cowardice starting. 
Aware of the prowess reigns in Highland men. 

Parody on fCennedy» 
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** They likewise mean to support loyal and paciiSc conduct, 
and to promote manly, upright, social* and benevolent feel- 
ings among the inhsJbiitanta of this dktrict ; and especially 
with a prompt regard to thephilanthrt^ic motivea from which 
the proposation has its foundation, that a Fund shall be open- 
ed and estaWished, by voluntary contributions from the mem- 
bers, the procedure of which shall be diriected towards the 
relief of distressed members and their families.*' — ^[Fprfiir- 
ther information, see the 54? rules in the regulations, pub- 
lished 18250 . 

On their coalition they formed a grand procession, in the 
Celtic costume, headed by many noblemen and gentlemen, 
iiccoiiipanted by the martial bag-pipe^ with great order and 

Now see the corp9 assembled on the heath. 
Of Cekk: youths. Hark the aeoliaa breath 
Float from the pibroch, as the minstreb more 
Their flexile fingers, that in cadence rove 
0*er pblish'd shaft ; but see them now advance 
Their chequer'd vesture i» the juhars g]aiice» 
Each azure bonnet with the silk wreath bound, 
With Caledonia's emblematic crawn. 
Loose floats the plaid, the tmcaia h seen, 
In brilliant colours> azure or green. 

The philabeg floats with the zephyr'd breeze, ' 

And undulates above the flexile knees, 
That, bend elastic to the warbling sound, 
'As in the dance they circle round and round. 
And o'er, the kilt the sporran moUoch '* plac'd. 
From belt suspended, ;and with tassels grac*d, 
That wanton wildly as the body moves, - «v 

Like flejqle tendrils in the lengthen'd groves* 
Nexi the caligici binds in graceful form 
The leg that bidf defiance to the stdrm ; 
Bound hj the rose in artfiil plaited cord. 
Fresh chann on charm Milesian -robes affi)rd. 
The n^at calcei close the Cettic dress, 
Enbuckl'd firm on foot that daisies press. 
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The eye is charm'd their drap'iy to belioM^ 

So neatly coird with many a graceful fold ; 

Which captivates the bosoms of the f^r. 

Till fancy wanders — and they know not where. 

The chequer'd vesture first the nymphs approve ; 

They gare— they sigh-^-and all is turn'd to love. 

The walk is o*er— they to the lodge repair. 

The maiden*8 smile — and. mountain dew to 8)iarib 

Each takes a partner from the female throng. 

To foot the d^nce, en cadence to the song, , . 

Until aurora wartos them to depart : 

They kiss — shake hands — and love endeanr each heart* 



On the south banks of the Don is a small eminence pf na« 
tural wood, intermixed with plantation, called Daln Handy^ 
i. e. Alexander's baugh, a patrimonial seat of one of the 
Skellater family. Here is a large tumulus, said to point out 
the spot where John, son to William Forbes of Skellater, 
was shot, in 1715, by some of the dragoons commanded by 
the Right Hon. Lord Forbes. 

There is a traditional tale yet told in the country, of the 
feats and corporeal strength of a peasant named M*Hardy, 
and of the enormous weights he freed from the ground.— 
The Earl of Mar had invited over from England the most 
celebrated pugilist of the day, to afford sport to the family, 
and to the gentlemen of the country ; and published an edict, 
that a severe penalty or fine should be laid on the country, 
uhless a man could be found to combat this bruiser, when 
M^Hardy was fixed on. At the appointed day, M*Hardy 
* appealed at Kildn\mmy, clothed in a flannel jerkin, kilt and 
bonnet, on which the bully laughed immoderately at his gro- 
tesque appearance, and even spurned him with contempt. ' 
Every thing in preparation, and the ring formed, the com- 
batants set to, but at the first and second round the bully 
laid his opponent on the ground, and seemed quite uncon- 
cerned, when, at the third round, M^Hardy being warmed, 
rushed on his antagonist in an attitude of pi'owess, and al- 
most buried his head in the belly of the pugilist, then, with 



37 

his right hand, grasped his side with $uph lirmness, (hat ^e 
broke several of the ribs, ai]d brought thein alppg with his^ 
hand/ which he held alQ(i; with the bleeding pontent^^ while 
his countenance beamed with a savage wildness at th^ victory. 

Nathaniel Fpfbes pf Dalnhandy wa^ cf^ptain in the Earl of 
Mar's corps, in 1715> wh^ri^ ^^ was a c^taia M'Intosb, 
with hi$ thre^ son;;, Oqe day as (he SQns were apfiusing 
themselves throwing the stpne^ the father took up the stone, 
which he pitched far beyond wy pf his sons, and then with 
an oath bade defii^nce to any porbes on the baqks of the 
Don to throw beyond tb^t, !|Fprbes, on hearing this, turned 
round, seized the stone, andy with s^ dexterous^ effort, 
hurled it sev^^ral yards beyond Mcintosh* Sp much were his 
sinews stretched with this exeition, that the garters on his 
legs burst in three. 

After passing the house of Dalndergy, or the bloody haugh, 
the jcpuntry presentii an appearance that baffles description,' 
where nature and art seem hand i^ hand to display their 
exuberance, it would be quite puerile to make the statistical 
remark of the number of acres under cultivation, and those 
' und^r wppd, pasture, barren, &c. mere ephemeral, as within 
these six years the cpuntry has, by the industry and spirit for 
agricultural improvements of the prpprietorg, assumed a new 
fispect, that seems equal if not outrrivaU that of the low coun- 
try. In no place has the spirit for improvement risen to such 
a pitch, and in a Highland district ; — the roads are extremely 
good, and the. traveller gazes on the surrounding scenery ; 
hills environ the strath from which the country is named, as 
strath signifies a valley or glen, and Don the river passes 
through the strath, but often named the Forbes' river, from 
the many proprietors of tbajt najne, whose villas adorn the 
banks. Here cultivation appears to reign triumphant, and^ 
villas rising en perspective forms a landscape pf alpine gran- 
deur, so that the stanzas of Byron are here well applied. 
Away, ye gay landscapes; ye gardens of roses, 
In you let the minions of luxury rove ; 
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Restore irie fhe rocks where the snow-flake repose^^ 
For still they are sacred to freedom and love. 

la^ty Caledonia, belov'd are thy mountains ; 
Round their white summits, tho' elements war, 
* Tho' cataracts foam Wad of smooth flowing fountain^ 
I sigh for the valley of dark Lochnagar. 

Nature of verdure and flowers has bereft you. 
Yet still you are dearer than Albion's plain. 

England, thy beauties are tame and domestic. 
To one who has roam*d on the mountains afar ; 

O for the crags that are wild and majestic, 
The steep frowning glories of dark Lochnagar. 

' Walking down the banks of the Don, surveying en passahf 
in the fluid mirror the surrounding scenery, Forbes' Lodge? 
appears on the left — a neat villa, erected for Captain Alexan- 
der Forbes of Inverernan, who married Maria Grant, daugh- 
ter to Grant of Clurie, Strathspey. Captain Forbes died on 
the 6th July, 1819;. and the villa is now let for a hunting 
seat, 

, A little to the east the Ernan empties her urns' into, the 
Don. The Ernan rises in the Cackufi Croom, and from other 
hills, and after winding through a distant strath enters on an 
inhabited country, where hilarity reigns triumphant all the 
year round. 

They feast upon the mount^n deer, 

The pibroch sounds the piercing note^ 
To gladden more their Highland cheer, 

The straitis in martial music float. 
Taught by their sires to bend the bow, 
On Ernan s dark dark hills of wind ; 
The boys in childhood chac'd the roe, 

And left their hounds in speed behind. 
But e'er the years of youth are o'^, 
"^ They mingle in the rank of war, 
And graceful wield the bright claymore, , ^ 

And send the whisUing arrow far. ' 
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And tlK)5e -who heard the war notes wild, 
Hop*d tliat one day the pibroch's strain 

Should play before the hero's child, 
While he should lead the tartan train. 

Byrok. 

The current then passes the villa of Edhigkissie, long a 
seat of the Forbes* family, erected 1726, which was origi- 
nally purchased by Alexander Stuart, Esq. who married 
Margaret Cranston, % whom he had no issue; but he had 
several illegitimate children by an inamorato, and at his 
death left the lands to Peter, one of these children, a Colo- 
nel in the army. The father was buried at Strathdon, and 
his tomb bears the following inscription : 

** This monument is erected by Alexander Stuart, Esq. of Edin-< 
glassie, to the memory of Margaret Cranston, who died June 22, 
1752, aetat 42.— The Said Alexander Stuart, writer to the signet, 'a 
man eminent in his profession, much esteemed and universally regretted, 
died Sept. 19, A. D. 1787, aged 87." 

Peter sold the lands to John Houston, Esq. governor of 
one of the East India islands, who sold them again to John 
Forbes, Esq. who gave them to his nephew, Charles Forbes, . 
Esq. married in 1800 to Elizabeth Cotgrave, (widow Ash- 
burnham,) who brought to him a princely fortune of one 
million sterling. He was created a baronet in 1823, and 
is M. P. for Malmsbury. 

The title pf knighthood is undoubtedly of German origin, 
jis the word implies a servant ; and it may be taken from the 
Latin, as the word eques signifies a knight, whether male or 
female : it likewise signifies a horseman, or rider, and is not 
improperly taken from, the word equus, a horse,^ or froiVi 
equitando, riding on horseback. The Italians call them 
cavaliero, and the Spaniards cavaleros ; ritter by the Bel-' 
gians and Germans ; chevalier by the French ; margolph by 
the Cambro-Britons ; and rid ire by the Caledonian Celts. 
The first order of knighthood found in history is the order 
of St. Constantino, instituted in A. D. 313. 

As the orders are here spoken of, I mean to say a few 
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words on the subject, and rest assured, that t)ie digression 
Will give satisfaction to many of my readers ; they will also 
find the same slightly touched upon in the sequel of the 
book. 

/ The military duty of the nation, which had been a gene- 
,rai obligation only upon the vassal, was made particular, and 
this invention was called knight service, and by this tenure 
the vassal was bound to attend the field forty days, with a 
specified attendance of soldiers or knights, and this number 
. was always in proportion to the extent of his fiefi and rolls 
were kept of the military tenants, wilh the exact service they 
had to perform, and in this manner the Monarch was in- 
structed in the strength of his kingdom. 

« Knighthood and knight service were early known in the 
oriental countries, and in Scotland long prior to the reign of 
Malcolm^IV. 1153, as the records of his reign point outjts 
existence, nor do they speak of it as a novelty. The order 
of the White Elephant of Denmark was instituted in 1190, 
but the order of St, John of Jerusalem bore a prior date, as 
it was founded in l04?8, and were called Knights of Rhodes, 
'but are now known by the name of Knights of Malta. This 
order voluntarily associated to expel the Saracens from the 
• Holy Land, and with an enthusiastic zeal sewed the cross on 
their garments, and from this they were called Knights of 
the Cross, and their expedition was termed the crusade. 

* From this proceed the infinite number imd drder 'of 
crosses found in the armorial bearings of noblemen and 
gentlemen, to prove their descent from those engaged in thB 
crusade. 

' Knighthood was a measure fancied with addrfess ; and it 
communicated to the feudal militia all the udlity bf which it 
was capable, - Those knights who had great estates, and 
who had obtained the Kiqg's licence, might exceed in martid 
accompaniments, and adorn themselves with fur iand silk, 
but in general it was ordained that all soldiers, of whatever 
-station, should avoid gaudincss and ornament, and array 
themselves in plain garments. 
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< Knight service, tTie tenure of feudality, which wad ins- 
vented to give stability to thet tnilitai'y power of fiefs, could . 
Iiot operate to that end with a ccfnstant effort/ ( y) 

Knights of the Teutonic Order or Holy Cross were insti* 
tuted in 1194; an* the Order of the Thistle was instkiit^&d 
in Caledonia in 7875 and again restored by James V. 1540. 

The Order of the Seraphim of Danneborg was instituted 
in Ifil^, and that of Sweden in 1334. 

The Order of the Golden Fleece was Instituted in 1429^ 
and thiBCt of the Garter in England in 1350,, by Edward III. 

The Order of the Golden Spur was founded in 1559. 

< I Cannot, says my author, find the value of a knight's fee 
in Scotland, but in England it was lands to the value of 
twenty pounds sterling annually, which, at this eera, would ' 
amount to more tlian a rent of five hundred pounds sterling. 

* The value of a knight's fee was equally uncertain in every 
feudal kingdom, as it bad, in general, a reference to the re« 
venue which might maintain a soldier, and provide him with 
^rms ; but it varied according to the customs of particular . 
plate$, aiid to the generosityj the whims, and the* avarice of 
proprietors ; as English records of undoubted authority fur- 
nish frequent examples of the military fee, as consisjing of 
twelve carucates c^iand^ yet tliere are other specifications of 
fees at six, n>ne» fourteen, fifteen, sevenleeii, twenty-seven^ 
and even thirty-six carucates, and each carucate extended 
fieurly to o»^ hundred acres, as the statute enacted, tliat 
whatever man of between sixteen and seventy yeai's of age\ 
shall annually take the oath and furnish arms to bisvassals^ 
iK^eoiding^ this quantity of his 'lands and cattle; that i% 
every man of fifteen poimds of lands, or forty marks in ckttle^ 
shdl have a horse, habergeon, sword, and dagger ; and his 
Majesty ordered that every man of ten pounds in goods be . 
6qui{^ed with a bow, and a sheaf of arrows, and a good 
lance. {%) 

{if) Stuart's History of Scotland, vol. II. Appendix p. 11. M. 16. 
(2) Ibid. p. 6a. ei. 6S. 
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Many orders were instituted at very early periods, as the 
Ord^ of (^alatrava, founded in 1158, and the Order of 
Alcantara in II7O9 and that of, St. James of Compostella in 
a 175; but the Order of Montesa was not erected until 1317. 
The Order of St. Maurice, in Savoy, was instituted in 1134!« 

These orders were all superbly decorated, and even in tl^e 
e^lier peridd, as an example on reverting to that of St. Con- 
stantine in A, D. 313. The star is a cross of red, in form 
pf a flear de lis, joined at the extremities, and surrounded 
with a border of gold, within which are these four letters, 
I.H.S.Y- i. e. In Hoc Signo Vincit, and the name of Jesus 
Christ expressed by these letters, X. P* in the middle, and 
the Greek characters. Alpha and Omega, are placed on each 
' side of the monogram of our Saviour. The collar consists 
pf fifteen enamelled shields of gold. . 

The Order of the Wliite Eagle in Poland was instituted 
in 1325. 

The ancient ceremony of conferring tlii$ dignity in Cale- 
donia was by a box on the ear, and sometimes by a stroke, 
on the shoulder with a sword, after which the Knight was 
arrayed with a shoulder belt, gilt sword, and spurs, with 
other military accoutrements, and then conducted in great 
pomp to the church, where, after a prayer, the oath' was 
administered, which is annexed : ■ ' 

1. Ye sail fortifie and defend the Christian religion, and 
Chfisf s holy eVangell, presently publikely preached in this 
realm, at the uttermost of your power. 

2. Ye sail be leyel and trew to our soverane Lord the 
King's Majestic, to all ordure of chivalrie, and to the jioblci 
f^ceofarms. 

3\ Ye sail fortifie and defend justice at your power, and 
that without fear or favour to any partie. 

4. Ye sail never flie from your soverane Lord the King's 
Majestie, nor fra his hienes lieujtenant, in time of melle. 

5. Ye sail defend your native cuntric from all alienars and 
strangers. 

6. Ye sail defend the just action and queruelles of all 



43 

ladies of honour, of all trew and friendles widowes, orpHelins, 
and maids of good fame* 

7fc Ye sail do diligence quhaire ever ye hair thair ute my 
murtherars, traytors, or masterfnU thieves, fend ravaries that 
I oppresseth his Majestes ledges and poore, to bring them to 
the lawes or justices with diligence at all your power. 

8. Ye sail maintaine and uphold the whole estaites i^chi-^ 
valrie with hcH'ise, harnes, and other knightly aboiliaments, 

. and sail help and succor all thame of the samen ordure if 
they stand in need. . 

9. Ye sail acquire and seek to have the. knowledge and 
understanding of all the articles and points requisite for you 
to know, conteined in the books of chevalrie. 

10. Y,e will promes to observe, keep, obey, and fulfill all 
the premisses to the uttermost of your power. So help you, 
God, be your owen hand, and be God himself, {a) 

After this oath the King said. 

Qui equestrem dignitatem suscipit, flexis genibus, leviter 
in humero percutitur, princeps his verbis aflatur* 

That is, You who now have received the honor of kn%ht- 
hood by this stroke, arise from the ground. And then he 
says in a loud voice, . 

Surge, vel sis Eques in nomine Dei. 

Sur, vel suis Chevalier au nom de Dieu. 

Rise, and be a good Knight in the name of God: 

There are many orders of knighthood, some of which I 
have already mentioned, and I intend to notice a few more, 
which I hope will not intrude too long on the patience of my 
readers, but, by this small digression, will take off the 
tsedium of sameness, which is unavoidable in some works, 
but most in local histories* 

The Chapteral Order of the blessed Father, of the Hdy 

■ Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord and Red^mer Jesus 

Christ, and the Order of St Stephen of Hungary, instituted 

in 1764. Their badge is a cross pattee of gold, enamelled 

gi'een, surmounted with the ancient regal crown. 

(a) Stuart's History^ &c. p. 14 U 
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The ribbpo is V thrg^ stnpes, crimson in th^ ceptre and 
dark green in the exteriors. The collar is composed pi 
doidite £& surmounted with Hun^Fim crowns, ^nd the 
ciphers TM^ ^unftwoted with the imp^iftl ^xvAm^n 

Order of Mam Tli^wiw* instituted in I757r 

Ord^ <rf St. Ale^wdc? of Newsky ki 1 72fi, 

Oisder of St, George of JBnasiq, 

Order «f Sfc WoMim^, inrtituted in J 782, 

Ord«r of the Turkldi CreaQ^t in 1799, 

Order of the Holy Ghost in France, in I578t 
' Order of St- I^^rw in Frwce;, in 1607. 

Oisder of St Lowi* in France, in 1693. 

Order of the Military Merit in Franca, in J 76P. 

Ocder of S^ JCichael in France, in 1469, 

Ot&sa: of Charles JIL or the ImmacidAto Conception in 
Spain, ii^stitttted in 1771. 

Order of the Crescent of Ae Ottoniari Porti?. 

Order of Ae Swor4 i» Sweden, instituted in 1728. 

Order of the Polar Star in Sweden, in 1748, 

Order of St. Januarius in Naples. 

Order of St Ferdii^Mid in Naples, io 1800. 

Order of St Hubert Palatinate. 

Order of St Stephen of^Tuscany in 1561. 

Order of the Happy Alliance in Saxe Hildburgha^sen. 

Order of fit Annc of Hol&tein. 

Order of Meri( in Holstein. 
. Order of Generosity in Prussia, instituted in 1685. 

Order of t|ie Annunciation in JSayoy, in 1454. 

Ooder of St AQdrew in Russia, 1698. 

Their badge is of pure gold, bearing an eagle diaplayed, 
entaifeUed black, beak and talons of gold, crowned yitjh an 
imperial crqwn. Hiere is a Burgundian or St Andrew's 
£ross, tn sabier surmounted oii the eagle, azure, within a 
borduce of gold; the figure is vested in natural colours, 
bearing round the loin? a cincture of gold ; on the foiir cor- 
ners are the letters S. A. P. R. which is the motto of the/ 
order. The collar consisted of three |>articular links, con- 
nected with rings of gold. 
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The Order of Su Joadmn,^ xMtitated in ITS^ 

The Order of St. Saviour. 

The Order of our Lady of Mercy. 

The Order of the Dove. 

Order de la Croce, della SttaoHU 

Order of the 'Holy Rosary of Toledo. 

Order of Fidelity, instituted in 173^. 

Oder of Ae Black Eagte of FriMsiay in 1701. 

Order of th^ Tower aad Sword in Portngal, 

Ordep of St Beitei dl'Avis^ Fbftugal. 

Ordep of Clnisi m Tbrtugat. 

Order of St Ci^hamie in Russia. 

Order of St Charles in Wurtemberg, in 175SU 
^ Order of Vassa in SwecMi. 

Ordei of Sincerity, or the Red Eagle in BajreuA, ia 1 705« 

Order Off the Chacein Wurterabergx in 1740. 

Order of MiUt«ry Merit in WiiLrtemberg, in 1799. 

Order of the Qolde^^ Lion in Hoss<^ OEusseL 

Ord^ la Vertu MilitaiFe cfe Hesse Qttselv 
' Order of St Mark in Venice. 

Order of the Oolden Stole in Venice. 

Order of Sf. Henry of Saxony, mstituted in 17S6. 

Order of tho Holy Kni^t and Martyr l^t. George of 
Bavaria, in 173S. 

Order of St Hubert of the Dutchy of Joliers, 1444. 

Order of the Falatme I^ioo, in If 63. 

Order of St Rupert in Salsborg> 1701. 
- Order of the White Falcon of Sftxe Wdihar, i73«. 

Order of the Oak in Navarre. 

Ord«r of the Lily in Arragon. 



There are many orders amot^ the Ladies, of which I shall 
also insert a few ai U)eir names. 

The Order of the Starry Cross, or Empress of Germany, 
instituted in 1688. 

Order of the Slaves to Virtue, in 166d. 

Order of St Cathcfrine, Empress of Russia^ in 1714. . 
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Order of tbe Palaiihe^ or St Elizabeth, institute in 17^6« 

Order of the Amaranth, in 1653. 

Order of the Band or BcarT. 

Tbe Ladies Order of St. James. 

The Ladies Order of Caktravar 

The Ladies Order of Me]ecjr. 

The Ladies Order of TruxUlo- i 

Knights Btonerets^ created by patent, is the lowest degree 
of hereditary honour, instituted in 1611, by his' Majesty 
James VI. of Scotland and I. of England, who created two 
hundred at once, and they were .restricted t€> that number, 
Jbut at this period they are &r above that number. 

Knights Baronets. 

Knights Bachelors, a dignify peculiar to the English na« 
tion, and next beneath a Baron, and above a Knight, having 
precedency of all Knights excepting those of the- Garter. 

All the orders, are now given either by patent or writs- 
Knighthood flowed not always from Majesty, but could also 
be conferred by any possessing that dignity, as Thomas 
Howard, first Earl of Suffolk, was knighted at sea^ by tlie 
Lord High Admiral, in 1538. The last instance was Capt. 
Thomas Keif, at the battle of Clenlivat, in 1594. 

There is a proposal, at this period, 1827, of founding a 
new order, to be called the Order of St. Andrew of Scot* 
land, distinct from that of the Thistle. 

Arms of Edinglassie — Quarterly, first and fourth" azure, 
three bears heads couped, parted by a crescent, or ; second 
and third azure, three cinque foils argent, crest over a helmet, 
or, a dexter arm couped, armed with a dagger palerways. 
On a label, Non temere. Do nothing rashly ; and under tliis, 
Non sine causa, Nor without cause. 

In Heraldry, the colours are emblematical of virtues, as, 
for example, the Or, or gold colour, &ign\&e$Jaiih ; tliat of , 
ibe Argent or white colour, or silver, implies btnocency i 
and the Azure, or blue, signifies loyalty. 

Creation, 1823— Titles, Sir Charles Forbes, Bart, of 
New and Edinglassie, Skellater, Aslpun, Auchniedden, and 
Bellabeg, M.P. 



Heir apparent, John Pbrbes of New rnid Edingta^sie, Jil.P* 

A little down the stream stafids the neat villa of Inverer'- 
nan, seat of Major ^Forbes, a' branch of the House of Skel- 
faiter. Alexander was a son to William Forbes of Scellat^r, 
and received this place as his patrimony, in 1680. He mar- 
ried Jane Michiej^ of the House of Locbftiis^^^-issue, Alexan- 
der, who maified Christina Alexander, daughter to Alexan- 
der of Auchmull. The present villa was erected in 1762, 
by Mr. George Stfaiton, architect. He had issue, Captain 
Alexander^ who died in. 18 19. His daughter married the 
Rev. George Forbes,' D.D. of Strathdon, Esiq. of Blelack. 
Proprietor in 1826, Major Alexander Forbes, who married 
Margaret F. Mitchell, from Thainston. 
V Arms — See Skellat€r\ 

Heir apparent, Alexander ForbpS|j Esq, 

Here the Ernan falls into the Don. — ^Distance from Aber- 
deen 46J miles. 

On the south of the Don is seen the streamlet Conry, 
which has its source in a hill called Scroulach, part of the 
Glaschiul mpuntain, once covered with, wood, and formed a 
part of the spacious Caledonian forest, and a link of the 
Grampian chain. Nothing remains but a long range of n^oss 
and liioor, abounding with plenty of game ; yet still the moss 
indicates the magnitude of the forest, for on cutting for fuel, 
even to the depth of from ten to twelve feet, large logs of 
oak, hazel, and fir, are found, in a high state of preserva- 
. tion, and many of the nuts and cones are found entire. 

After leaving the hills, the streamlet passes the hamlet of 
Lynn -more, or great garden, given by the Earl pfMar, in 
1695, to George Forbes of Skellater. The whple valley is 
called Glenconny, or kennel for hounds. At the foot of this 
* rivulet is seen the villa of Glencpnny, reared fpr the widow 
ladies of Ihverernan, A little to the east, the meandering 
Carvie pours her treasure into tlie Don. This streamlet ori- 
ginates in a shaggy hill, called the Slocks of Carvie, which 
is nearly one entire rock. Near the conflux stood a Roman 



Cdttiolk <Jh^»eI» The naiae is aH that renuuns : neither 
church^nor bttrial-gfound meet the view^ but a few houses, 
which bear the name of Toii>-an-chapel% 

Wbdre v^w^s the site thbt idhe ccorv'd tkta stood ? 

Abov^ iwlrisie iroee liie cniOBa bust (tf wM 

And as the peofde liie inttgiua tlewlidy 

Thty wUnte th«ir «b#eaBt8> luid feverendy bow <l. 

^Ow stUbess «]1| no istabat mater's «tmg ; 

No more onure ^fkiiltera on the tongue. 

No Sfiial oolimm m^ts the gazing eye, 

Nor chiming beUs their solemn souad convey. 

The verdant tvai inhumes the lifeless mould, 

O^er which so many Iteeting years liave roFd. 

No index more points out the sacred fane> 

Nor indicates the sombre dark domain. 

And when iifb tfead o'^ the once verdant ttronnd9> 

Ifo))ileaor40aabstoiie leek the haUdW^-d ^nnds. 

Nor meets the view the monumental wsle. 

On which Hie Jacet's cut with labor'd toiL 

Sucih transiisnt scenes call all oiu* t^ioughts from earth 

*ro tottttB cdestis^ where each joy has birth : 

We're p^rims here, but soon the journeys o'er, 

We i-eiach ^lie gaoi, irheie 4eatk appealis 'no mere. 

The country now presents a luxuriant prospect; and a 
routine of sameness preys no more on the vision, but all is 
charm and varie]ty. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Sliog on thy bugle — see tkit, free from rust 
My car'bine look springs worthy df iny trust ; 
Be the edge sbafpeti'd atjokf boiuiiiag bnmd» 
And give its guard more room to fit my hand. 
Thift let the armourei witli speed dispose; 
Last iaxtv, it cnore fiitigiied my am than 4bw ; 
Mark that the signal-^un he duly fir^, 
Tb t«?ll us when 'Ae hour xX stay's expired. 

By&ojT. 



OiSi jibe north of the Bon stands the neat -vi^Ia of CeaCHQ- 
craig, Candacra^, {hea»d of the rock,) seat of the Andersop 
family for manj generation^ as <ian be seen by the inscrip- 
tions on the Bomumental stones in the <:hurch of Stratkdon, 
which are inserted liere : 

<< This stone was erected in die jear 1757} by Charles 
Andetson^^ Candacraig) in m&mary of his predecessors^ the 
Andersons -of Oandaoraigy for seven generations past^-^- 
Charle% the e^ht descendant, died August the 16th^ 1776» 
^ged.Q5. — Arms, argent, a stdtier aanre, wkh four estoiles or. 
Crest, a fkvtnee, 456eded proper, issuant irom a mount in 
. base* Mattes Siand sur^. — He was succeeded by Alexa^- 
der» hj&sott, wh^ died in 1817. 

<^ Sacred to the mamory of Alexander Anderson iof Can* 
dftoraig, who is, in succession to e^t .generatibnf, interred 
here. He died March 16, 1817, aged 65 years." 

This monument of iilial love and regard for imafiectionate 
pareatt is erected by Captain Jolm Anderson, of the 28th 
regiment, his eldest surviving son, August the 5tl^ 1820. 
Arms, oii the household piate, a Burgundian or St Andrew's 
cross,, en saltier, and on a wreath a .fir tree, seeded proper. 

Proprietor, in 1826, Capt. John Anderson^ Esq. Deputy 
Lieutenam of Aberdeenslure. He was Lieulenaiit in the 
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28th or North Gloucester regiment, IBIS. Married Cathe- 
rine, daughter to Alexander, fourth Duke of Gordon. 

Arms — ^argent, a saltier, sable, surmounted with another 
azure, between two mullets gules, and as many boars heads 
couped of the third : crest, on a wreath, argent and or, a fir 
tree seeded proper. Motto, ^aiid sm^e. — Distance from 
Aberdeen 46 miles. 

Leaving Caqdacraig, and passing eastward, the traveller 
will be delighted with a pleasant walk of nearly one mik, on 
an elegant promenade, shaded with young wood; and on 
the right stands a mound, 53 feet from the base to the top. 
After passing the toll-bar, there is a beautiful view of tlie 
Don, and the bridge of Puldnllie or Poldullie, consisting of 
one very steep and narrow Gothic arch, of 70 feet span^ 
which makes the ascent and descent very difficult for wheeled 
carriages. On the side is a stone, with this inscription : 
*< Erected by Alexander Forbes of Invereman, 1715." 

The prospect here is luxuriantly grand, wild, picturesque, 
and sublime. The current glides in a gentle motion, until 
it nears the arch, when it forces a passage among shaggy 
rocks, and falls under the bridge with impetuosity and noise, 
clothed in white spume. Leaving this, it descends to a large 
basin, where it performs several whirlpool motions, and then 
seems to rest. From this quiescent state, it flows in gentle 
serpentine grandeur, laving a bank of sand on the south 
and a carpet of verdure on the north. Here are several 
mounds of sand, some of them upwards of 200 feet high, in 
beautiful strata, as if recently washed by the tnllows of the* 
ocean. In fine, this country bears every mark of having 
been covered by the sea. 

Struck witli the indelible marks of past inundations every 
where visible, a multitude of writers have attempted to ac- 
count for such appearances. Labouring, however, to esta- 
blish complex theories, or fettered by some reigning super- ~ 
stition, 60 far from clearing up the matter, they seem only to 
have involved it in still greater obscurity. 

In regard to these important operations of nature, sim- 
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pHeity should tike plao^ of elaborate syistem. Collected In 
the vast extent of the ocean, the waters^ by their continual- 
agitation, have produced the greatest changes on die sur£fce 
of the earth. The marine productions every where met with, 
and which can only be the work of the ocean, sufficiently 
convince us that the seas have occupied successively every 
part of the glpbe* 

Thus, then, may the boundless ocean be viewed in tire 
Ijght of a river, whose w^aters are constantly changing their 
direction. Except, indeed, with this difference, that the 
rivers, though they gradually change their ancient channels, 
yet such change is minute, and confined to a particular dis- 
trict and portion of time; whereas, in the icase of the ocea% 
the change is immense, and of the most important nature; 
in the great lapse o£ time, its waters successively, thougli 
irregularly, occupy and desert every part of the world, (b) 
\. Near this is an artificial mound, of a conical form, calleclx 
the Dpun of Invernochty, surrounded by a fosse 16 ieet deep^' 
br^th at the bottom ^0 feet,^ height of the mound 60 feet: 
on the summit, which covers half an acre, stood a fortifica- 
tion, encompaissed by a strong wall, the gate 'opening to the 
south, as is evident from the ruins. Within this ran^rt 
can be traced, the vestiges of several buildings, of pretty large 
dimensions. The moat was supplied from a small current 
called Bardac, where, on the banks, in 1825, was discovered 
an earjth house. Adjacent to this is Finny-lost, apcient seat 
of a branch of the Forbes family, Duncan, fourth son to 
Alex, first of Towie, in 154«0 married Jane, daughter of 
James Oordon of Lesmore. (c) 

From the river of Nochty, or Cold Water, whidi fells into 
• the Don,* a little eastward, the parish was formierly titled 
Invernochtyi and the parson of it was elected a Prebend by 
Bishop Alexander Kinninmonth, in 1358. The river has. 
its source on that range of mpuntains )vhich' separates the 
counties of Aberdeen ai;^ Banff, and passes the ancient; seat 

. (6) Toulrain, fo!. 18. sect^ sl3. (c) tumsckn's Genealogy. 



32 ' 

oTAiidMnach, mhtmdiotikiB FoiHb» famtlyoE l^eHafat. 
It IB one of tktt placsir i» tbk coimlry noted for antiqiii^^ 

Isabella Sbaan, d«agk«r to John SCuait ef Dirummiiv ra* 
Ikt of NfttbaBMi Fbrbes, ^ed Oc|. 99^ 1772. 

Ih ITi^, Dwieiui Roy Magregor was Wonded horo, and 
died at AbeFd^^&r Im eldest son iUt in the baiUile o£ Cui^ 
loden, and James, his second son, was taken by Cbarlesi 
PcM'be^ of Anebernaek. 

¥roprie^orf ki 1836> i9 General Natbanie^ Forb€S.-^Ann«^ 
5a? SkeUater. 

Near this is Ledmacoy, seat of Janiea Foi4lie9, in I584r, 
wbo nmPFfed Mary, dangfeiter to Fbday Farquhapson, Esq.. 
In thb country ar& many v«ns of cakareons stone^ gmni«e^ 
and moontone; and on the hiBs are fomid spar and asbestos. 
The riTer passes Invemetfcy on the left, and Bafaiaboddftch^ 
or town of the ghost, on the right, ancient scat of the Forbese^ 
of Anchernacb, and then held by the Nairn family, who, 
having assasskiated one of the Kei*n tribe, interred faun pri^ 
Tately. Many people afterwards pretended to have seen his 
ghost; hence the name of the pkee. The Kem^ in revenge^ 
returned and hilled all of the name of Nairn m thai coantry. 

Nairn's arms^^Parted per pale, argent and sable, a <$bi^ 
IcfL charged with four quarter foils, all counter charged.-—' 
(Seat of James Farqubarsou, Esq. in 1826;) 

Many superstftions legends^ are rdiated in tbis^ country of 
those fanciful non-entities^ which are no<; credited by fuiy but 
the scarvile class, who are yet wallowing in voluntaory igao^ 
ranee, both male and fenale, and who acteially spam every 
system of education. One of their tales is of a femiliar 6|»rity 
said to belong to Grant of Grant, and Grant of Tultocb- 
gorum, who was called Mnggy Mulloeb, and had tbe^appear* 
ance of a female whose arms were covered with hair. Grant 
of Rothiemnrchus had also a familiar attendant, called Bod« 
doch an dun, Ghost of the hill, 

Shakespeare, in his plays, had in his eye many of these 
ridiculous tales; and also Burns holds them up to view, 
clothed in all their garb of superstrtion. , 
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" As wicked ^^evr as e'er my itiother brush'd With raven's 
feather from the unwholsome fen, drop on you both?* . 

Calyban here curses Prospero and hi§. daughter, on being 
called to an office to which he was reluctant, and afterwards 
he utters with obdurate malevolence — - ; 

<^ All the charms of sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on 
you." 

And also the speech of Hecate to the other witches, when 
telling them Macbeth was on his way to learn his destiny : 
** This night ITl spend 
Unto a dismal fatal end. 
Great business must be wrought ere noon. - 
Upon the corner of the moon ^ 
There hangs a taporous drop profound ; 
1*11 catch it ere it come to ground ; 
And that distiU'd by magic, slights 
Shall nuse such artificial sprights, 
' As by the strength of their illusion 
Shall draw him on to his confusion.*' 
And here I may apply the supposed speech of those fami- 
liars who attended the gentlemen on Spey, from Shakspeare's 
speech of Titiania to her fairies— »- 

^^ Be kind and courteous to this gentleman. 
Hop in bis walks, and gambol in his eye?. 
Feed him with apricots and dew berries, 
With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberries ; 
The honey bags steal from the humble bees, 
And for night tapers crop their waxen thiglis. 
And light them at the fiery glow-worm's eyes, 
To have my love to bed and to arise : " 
Aild pluck the wings from painted butterflies, 
To fan the moon-beams from his sleeping eyes." 
^ These few examples are sufficient to give my readers an 
idea of these idle chimeras, so finely wrought in the poetic 
looms of Shakespeare and Bums. 

Near the aestuary of the Nochty stands the house of Bella- 
beg, (little town)| surrounded by trees,* and beautified with 
plantations. Indeed, the whole banks of tlje Don may now 

H 



^ jsftwJ > ^xk^ if ijPt wri in Ittxwriaope^ n^ag4 tl^e poetic 
adage h»^pw^on Jthe PjOfe, TW? grop^i^ ;w<?ienUy l?^lomg|eiJ 
to liif ijarfc .cgf IVtar. ^p]bi^ Elphkisl^D, person pf Invpr- 
ig^i^Jb^ ia lj55QyX^4,^d hexgi } he yrg« ^^nd sq^ to Al^^caa* 
der Lord Elphiflstoii ap4 jpAth^irw^ ijSrskui^^ and married 

Arms — Quarterly, first and fourth argent, a chevron sabkt' 
tj^tiKpep fhx^^ bp^rs 1)8^4% erased fp^; secoacj and tfeird 
azure, tb;nee l^e^ir^ he/wi? wupi^d* 

On the death of Jobri £lpbi]:isjton^ the Forbes family snc- 
ceeded. The present villa wu^ ere(Ct(?4 ift ?732, and an, 
addition in n&5. J» 17*5, John Forbes, Esq. of Bellabeg, 
first introduced plantii^g .of ir^e§ into thi» /co«tji|ry, and plant- 
ed 100 acres, Hfi xn^rried Christba l^pherd, and had 
issue. It now belongs to Sir Charles Forbes, Bart. M.P. 
Arms — See New and Edmgktssie* Distance from Aberdeen, 
^44^ miles, 

, On the south of the Don stands the parbh church, 85 feet 
by 23, erected in 1662, and repaired in 1757- Here are Jl 
great many inscriptions on the walls, both external and in- 
ternal, some of which are already noticed. Here I will 
insert a few more, and the rest will occur in their proper 
places. 

** Sacred to the memory of Jonathan Mlcb^ Esq. Captain in the 
Hon. East India Comjp^ny's Bombay Marine service, who died at 
Aberdeen, August 25^ 181 1,, aged 49 years, and wa^ interred in this 
churchward. Inscribed at the desire of his son^ Lieut^napt Jonathan 
Michie, of the Bombay ^ilitafy establishment^ 1815." 

** Sacred to the men^pry of Chmtii^ Stiprtj daughter of James 
Gordon, Esq. of CrpugWy, wfe^ Wi^ bosrii ifc?oy^ml)§r tlie gist, 17^6, 
and died Feb^u^ ^he ^8t^^ l^9\i ^^ ^93 int^rji^d 'm the burial 
groi^nd of h^r husii^ind's ^iuilj^^ i^rithin this cburch-^yafd, where 41^P of 
her d^ghterf ; both n^uned Mary Fprbei^ who 4i&d in their e^rly m^ 
fancy, are likewise buried here. 

^* S^i^ also to the pfiemoiy of her eldest son,- John, ^ho die4 ia 
th^ East Indies, April 13, J 81 3^ aged 22.**. 

" Uiader thjs is deposited the body of Uem'ictta Ann Gordon,/ stj^d 
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in the tftljdtaiiigf gne^y tioithwavd, Bte htHGenfoi, lAie nnstsim c§ Agaeif 
imd Thetiea» Qwdomf daiight^rs df the! lUi^rbnd Jbhiv Gbrdov and 
* Isa()elia Lumsdeuw , Thgi^sa, t(ie yoangesC). d«^ at die' Maiise of 
Stfktlviotir ititAfMr 17^ in h^r fifteenth nidlttfa/ ^hik h6f father 
was minister x>f this parish ; the other two died after Us ta^aaskitibtt t<^ 
the parish ci£ Duffus. Agnes died- at Aberdeen, Mdrch thcf lOth, 
1^804', in the fourteenth year of h^ age ;» dnd Henrietta Ajony the 
aldest of the three, died at Elgin^. April 13^ 1806^ being, the day on- 
wluch she completed her twentieth year. — They were both pious with- 
out ostentation, dutiful to their parents, afiPeetionate to their relations^ 
and benevolent to all*** 

John Lumsden was minister here forty-four years; he 
married Mary DuSf and secondly Barbara Lumsden, who 
had to him two children^ Margaret and? Harry, who were 
all buried here before himself. 

^^ Here iy the ashes of the Rev. Mr. Donald M^Uswein, minister of 
the gpspel at Strathdon> ii^o died June 8, 1730^ aged' 88 : 
A watchman &itfafy, honest, just, 
Who ne'er betray*d his* sacred trust. 
Whose love to Christ, and to his flock, 
Sreaihed in all that e'er he spoke : 
With Hugh, Elizabeth, and Hden Macsweiu, his children. 
This man is reported ta have been so pious, that he was 
blessed with the gift of prophecy, and visions of futurity, or, 
as it is caUed, the second sight 

Nor second he,, that rode sublime 

l:^^ the' speraph wings of extacy, 

The secrets of the abyss to spy : 

He pass'd- the flaming bounds, of space and time, 

The living throne, th^ sapphire blaze. 

Where angels tremble while ' they* gaie, 

Hie saw. ""•' . • '» 

OaAT. 
This is^ more 6f their frothy idles : but to pi*<»6^v 

** Sacred to the memory of the ReV. (Jteorge Forbes, eldest soil of 
Jbh'tf Forbes oriJelkbeg, and minister at Leochell; he- died at New, 
August 30, 1799, in the 62d year of his age, and 37th of his miriis^ 
try, and was interred in tlie burial ground of the fiujiily ^i^Ithin the 
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church, wheoe three of hi» chUd^en are abo buried — Christina, bom 
February 4, 1770, and died June 12, 1782; and two other daugh- 
ters, Christina and Catherine, who died in their infancy*" 

A little to the east ^s the site of CulquhaiTy, ancient seat 
of a branch of the Forbes' family. 

Malcolm Forbes, illegitimate son to Sir John Forbes, in 
1390 went to JStrathdon, and lived riotously on the lands in 
the highlands, but chiefly in Strathdon and Glenbucket. — 
He had a son, John, who, in a manner peculiar to the High- 
landers, called himself John Malcolmson : he succeeded his 
father in goods and chattels, and such lands and possessions 
as he enjoyed, but especially the Bailiwick of Braemar, which 
fomented an inveterate feud between him and the Kers of 
Rothiemurchus, and in one of their contests John was killed 
by one of the Kers, at Craigland ; — ^lie left three sons, 
Robert, Alexander, and Malcolm. Robert died, having 
issue a daughter, who was mother to George Keith the out- 
law, Robert of Buchanan, Peter of Ardgeith, and a son by 
Elizabeth Nairn, called William of the New. Alexander 
had only one son. Malcolm had four sons, by Jane, daugh- 
ter to Robert Burnett of Leys ; — John of Culquharry, who 
married Jane Abercrombie, issue Robert, who married Jane^ 
daughter to John- Bisset of Lessendrum. 

On jhe north of the Don stand the ruins of the castle of 
Culquhony (back dwelling), said to have been reared by some 
of the Forbes* family of Towie. The lands were long in pos- 
session of the Michie family. — Thomas Michie died Novem- 
ber 26, 1732, aged 53; John Michie died July 13, 1760, 
^ aged 81 ; Janet Grassick, his spouse, died October 6, 1755 j 
Harry Michie died 1,799, aged 72 ; Elizabeth Michie, his 
spouse, died April, 1 776, aged 66. — Arms, quarterly ; first 
or, a lion rampant gules, and in a canton azure, a dexter 
hand fesse ways, holding a cross croslet sable ; secdnd and 
third argent, a ship with the sails furled of the fourth, and 
in the dexter chief an eagle displayed of the first ; fourth,, 
parted per fesse way, and in chief of the third an oak tree 
seeded proper, and in base a fish naiafit vert. — Crestj, a band 



57 

couped, holding a dagger, point- upward, potnelled or. 
Motto, Pro patria et libertate. For liberty and my country. 

George Forbes of -Culquharry hail a daughter, who mar- 
ried- the Eev. Charles M^Hardy of Crathie. . Hfere stands 
an elegant inn, called the New Arms, held in 1827 by Mr. 
Geo. Watson — distance from Aberdeen 43^ miles. Here 
the Loanach Society assemble. 

'' Blest be the thistle ! symbol of the land, 

For which a Bruce has fought, a Wallace died : 
Meet emblem of a bare and nigged strand, 

Be now and evermore old Scotia's pride ! " 
Though England's roses^ blossom by thy side, 

And Erin's verdant shamrock round thee twine, 
Thou'rt dearest far, how e'er cold hearts deride, 

Or say, thy leaves were better left to pine, 

Because these stranger flowers have wreath'd their stems with 
thine. > 

Though times are gone, when o*er the piuple heath 
The 'crested chief led on his tartan'd band— > 

Ready alike, in peril and in death, 

To show the southron on his border land. 

That Fingal's might sway'd Caledonia's brand ; 
That Ossian's harp thrill'd in her battle lay. 

A thousand hearts still beat upon her strand, 
Who'd die to turn the, foeman's arm away. 
And save her thistle green from insult and decay. 

Oh ! Caledonia ! many a foreign coast 

Has heard thy pibroch in the conflict's hour ; 
With Wolfe, it rung amid Canadian frost. 
Then India heard it in each orange bower, 
' And Spain, where'er the invader's eagles flew ; ^ 
And Maida's plain, and Alexandria's tower. 
But ne'er more proudly did thy war-notes pour, 
' Than when the Belgian bless'd the bonnet blue. 
And thy wild ftlogan rose at glorious Waterloo ! 

Peace to the warriors of our land, who fell . 
In her defence, as best becomes the free, 
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Sirnianaiiig nVe^ \9air9s of battle's crkttsan meRf 
Their sbout^ iti' omet, " Sxa^tand I Victdry T 

And joy to those who £[>ndly loog to see 
Their country's spirit reft from time's^ decay^ 

Who dearly love the war-pipe's mountain glee, 
The crested bonnet and the tartans gay, 
As did their dauntless chiefs far in the olden day. 

Then pipe the gatlicring— call the Gordon forth, 
MacdiifF, MacdonaM*, Cameron^ and Mackay, 

Fraser, Mjlcleod, and Sinclair of the north, 
And FarquharsOn, and Sutherland, and Hay : 

Bid Stuart and the Douglas haste, array ; 
Monro, Mackenzie, Forbes, arid Argyk, 

The bold' Macgregor, aiid the black Macrae, 
Grant j and Mackchlan, of the western isle, 
To prove a native right to Caledonian soil." 

A Utile eastward stands the House of New, a pleasant villa,^ 
skirted by the hill o£ Binnuadh (Binnew, or holy hill), with 
some plantations on the nortfe, and the river Don on the 
south ; — seat oF John Forbes, Esq* of New and Edinglassie, 
M.P. eldest son of Sir Charles Forbes, Bart. M.P. l repaired 
and enlarged in 1726, by John Forbes. This seat has long 
been in the possession of the Forbes fanaijy. William Forbes, 
first of New, was son of John Forbes of Gulquharay and 
Elizabeth Nairn. Towards tlie commencemeat of the fifteenth 
century, Malcolm his sen lifarried Jane,- daughter of Robert 
Bnrnet of Crathes, which can be seen by a stona in tlie 
front ofthe house,, on which are carved three luinting horns 
in bas^ sable, garnished gules ;i — issue,. Alexai^er of New, 
and John of Culqnharry. Alexander's swoi'd is- to be seen 
in the family museumv on which are inde»ted,Ja gold» letters. 
The coteau of New, Alexander Forbei^> IMS, The present 
. family are off the h<^9e of Pifisfigo,, a& can^ b^ seen' by the 
quartering of the: armorilili coait: 

William Porbels, second' son of Sir John Forber and Jane 
Kennedy, got the lands of Kinnaldy and PittaMchiej, in Cro- 
niar. He married Agnes, daugliter and' heiress of the Right 
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Hon, Alexander Fraser, Lprd of Pksligc^ wjio made a dis- 
fjosWon pf ^he land^ in favour of his d^ugkter ajad Miviiab- 
law^ on which lie sold off the lands of Kiimajdy, ^. ^Ui^j ^^^ 
possession of the Pitsligo lands, &nd quartered the wms 
with that of Fraser. ,He was created gir Williano Fprhes 
of Pitsligo-^issue, Alexajider^ who married Maria, daugh- 
ter of the Jlight Hon* William Hay, Earl of Errol^s^ue 
Alexander, George, and Arthur. " Sir Alexander succeeded 
liim, and jparrjed Christina, daughter of Sir John 0«ilvie 
of Anstruther, Bart, and received a charter under the great 
seal, in 14-9^, on the lands and barony of Pitsjigo'*— -issue 
Sir John, whp carried on the line pf Pitsligo ; and Williain, 
first of New, called William of the Daach. — Arms, quar- 
,terly, first and fourtli azure, a crescent between, three bears' 
heads couped — Fprbejs. Second and third azure, three 
cinque foils, argent— Fraser. Supporters, two bears pro- 
per. Crest, A fakon proper. Motto, Altius ibunt qui ad 
summA nitiintur^ Those who aim high may soar higher, 

William of New married Helen, daughter of William 

Forbes of Bruac-r-r-issue, Alexaotder and John. William died 

in 1638, and was buried at Strathdon, as can be seen by a 

§tone in the south wall of the church, bearing this inscrip- 

' tion: 

Here lyee William Forbes of New, who dep^ed this life, the 10th 
of Januaiy, 1638.— Arms, and initials, W. F. H» F. 
Remember man, as thou goes by, 
As thou art now, so once was I, 
As I am now, so must thou be ; 
Remember, man, that thou must die. 
Alexander succeeded his father, and m^fried Euphemia 
Lumsden, and had issue, William, Peter^ and Isabella, who 
married George Coutts of Auchtercoull (Westercopll). . 

« August the 9th, 164*4., By sound of trumpet the'housi? 
of Auchterfpul was ordered to be qlestrpyed and burnt, but on 
Mr. Coutts paying a sum pf money, the house was saved. (S) 



(rf) Spalding*s Troubles of Scotland, vol. ii. p. g^S. 
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«July the 15th, 1729. The land of WestercouU was 
brought to a judicial sale, and was purchased by the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, for £65,737 : 18 : 6 Scots/ 

Arms, argent, a crescent or, between three stags heads, 
erased gules, and between the alterings a pheon azure, all 
within a border wigrailed of the third* 

William succeeded, and married Margaret Gordon — issue, 
Charles and John ; the latter of whom was Captain, in 1762, 
in the 1 14.th regiment, or King's own. Charles died'in 1761, 
and John succeeded and- h^d issue by his marriage, Johii, 
Harriet, (who married Rohlert Grant, Esq. of Drumminor), 
Sophia; (who married William Forbes of Skellater), and 
Ann, who married John Lumsden, Esq. of Auchindoir and 
Cushnie, and died November the 11th, 1811, aged 76, and 
was sepultered at Kildrummy, witli this inscription : 

In this grave are deposited, the remains of John Lumsden of Ciishnie, 
who died June the 12th, 1795, aged 68, and Mrs. Ann Forbes, his 
spouse, daughter of John Forbes of New, who died November the 
11th, 1811, aged 76. 

In testimony of warm aflection to their memory, this tablet is erected 
by their son, John Lumsden, now of Cushnie. 

Arms — a buckle or, with two wolves heads in chief, and an escallop 
in base. Crest, a dexter hand armed with a dagger paleways, proper* 
Motto, Dei donum sum quod sum, By the grace of God, I am what 
I am. 

John Forbes, after a life spent in honour and integrity, 
bade adieu to this transitory life, July 1, 1775. His son, 
John, succeeded ; and having but one daughter, Maria, who 
married Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk, he sold the lands 
of New to James Forbes, Esq. of Seaton, for ^10,000 sterl. 
and retiring to London,, died in 1805. 

John Forbes of Bellabeg had by his spouse, Christina 
Shepherd, two sons, George and John. George was parson 
at Leochell, in Aberdeenshire, and John embarked for Bom- 
bay, and entered into commerce; and by economy, and a 
bequeath,, soon realized a princely fortune. Returning to 
* the healthful^ btaes of Caledonia,' purchased the lands of 
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Skellater, New, £diDglassie/&c. where, once more, the lands 
returned to the Pit8%o line, who have done great things to 
promote industry in the country, by agricultural improve- 
ments, plantations, and other operations, and opened a com- 
munication between the higher and low^er districl;s» which bids 
fair for commerce and ciyilixation in. all its branches* 

Greorge, pardon of Leochell married Catharine Stuart, and 
had issue, John, who was^ lost on his passage to Bombay, 
irom China. George, parson of Strathdon, D. D. who waa 
presented with the lands of Blelaek by his uncle, he married 
Marian, daughter, of Alexander Forbes, Esq. of Inverernan, 
and has issue. Sir Charles, who married Elisabeth Cot-^ 
grave, and has issue. Gordon, parson of Dyc^, who mar* 
ried M. Grant, and has issue. Michte, Esq. of Criinond^ ' 
who married Miss Ashburnham, daughtet* to Elisabeth Cot«* 
grave. Their uncl^ died at London in 1822, leaving a £>r^ 
tune of nearly two plums. His nephews broiight down the 
body in great pomp to the femily sepultre at Strathdon. Oa 
'their arrival at Aberdeen, the Magistrates and gentlemen* 
followed the Hearse, in funeral prbcession, from the Town. 
Hall to the confines of the city. The cavalcade moved off 
at twelve o'clock noon, and the attendance was spontaneous, 
consisting of the most distinguished citizens, the Clergy, the 
Principals and Professors. of -King's and Marischal Colleges, 
the Managers of the Infirmary and the Lunade Asylum, (to 
whom the defunct had made great largesses), and were joined 
by the seven Incorporated Trades, and. walked in the fol- 
lowing order : — 

Thi;efc Town Serjeants, with reversed halberts, well mounted . 
in crape.* 
The Incorporated Tr^es, four a-breast^ each preceded by their proper 
officers, and the youngest' incorporation in front. • ' 

The Burgesses of Gruild of Old and New Aberdeen, with many of the 
gentibmen and inhabitants from both citieQ and herghboiirhood. ' 
The Managens of the Lunatic Asylum and Infirmary* 
The Principals and Pnifessors of both CoHegos, Jii. their gowns^ each 
preceded by theii' Sacristr> bearing his ja^oe*. : * ' 



(50^ ■ 

The Magistrates and Tdwn CbiinciL 
. Thi^ Towrt SeijeaAts, with reversed haBbeKi^, weD irt<)untei 
itt crape. . s - 

THE HEARSE^ 
, Containing the Body, and drawn by fotir horsetf* 
The nephews and rel&ttved> of the defiinct fbUowed, in a coadi draWd 
' by fbu^ hordes; and thrive othel carriages. 
In this order they iiapved at a slow pace, followed by £| 
gr^at CQpcouirse of spectators,* to the further extremity of the 
city,, beyond Union P]4ce,^ when the company that walked 
four a-breast halted,, and made open order^ ^haing the sides 
c^the road: the Hearse then advanced, while the mourners 
that followed were uncovered ; and after receiving the like 
compliment from the gentleqien composing, the procession 
as they passed, the relatives entered their carriage^ and pro* 
ceeded on their w&y to* the place of sepultre,- 
.. On the contour of Strathdon,; an assemblagp of the tenan^ 
try were waiting to receive the reioains of their belovec^ 
^honoured, and distinguished landlord. Th^ divided into 
^wo lines on the road, and after the hearse and carriages 
passed^ fell in and moved in procession to the chari^l hous^, 
iathe church of Strathdon, and at three of the clock p. !«. 
.the c6ffin was lowered, and the earth closed over the exani* 
mate body of one of whom it may be truly said, <« that his 
.heart knew no guile." 

'V A man he was to all Ihs country dear, 
And passing, rich." . 
He was denominated honest John. Over his tomb is a 
beautiful bachelor's hatchment, or escutcheon, on the wall, 
within a border compony, or and argent) azure, three bears 
heads couped argent, bridled and muzzled gules, with buckles 
or, parted by a crescent or. Crest, over a helmet componed 
.or and argent, a dexter hand nudus, armed with a Hij^land 
broad jswprd vendways of the second, hiltefl and pommelled of 
the first. On a label over this is, Non temere. Do nothing 
rashly; from Ab id evenit non temero nee sine causa^r- 
, Cicero. And under the escutcheon, Non sine causa, Nor 
without cause. Proprietor, 1826, John Forbes, Esq. 
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Arms — see Edinglassi^ and Bellabeg ; with a crescent sur- 
mounted for difFerence, as second son of the second house. 
Distance from Aberdeen 43 miles. 

On the south of the Don is a small village, Called Heugh- 
head, containing about ten families; and on the north of the 
Don, a little .eastward, stands Buchaam House, seat of 
Charles Grassick, Esq. 1826* — Buchaam, i. e. cow's how. . 
This was a seat of Robert Forbes, son to John Forbes, alias 
Malcolmson, of Culquharry, about the year i4?20. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



See in tke distance lofty moimtama rise. 
Their dark brown summits envellopM in skies, 
l«'rom tKem exude and ooce the limped springs, 
They fiill, unite, and then meandering, sings. 



On the south of the Don is seen the river of Deskrie, 
meandering through a long strath, from the source to the 
estuary at the Don. The source originates on the hill of 
Morven, a part of the Grampian chain, almost constantly 
enveloped in fogs. It is said by many to be 288Q feet above 
the level of the sea; but Mr. Webster (page 500) makes it 
2700 feet. This name is derived from the compound verb 
Mor Eurran, i. e. great division or lot ; or rather from M or 
Bheann, i. e. of the great mountains, and seems to have been 
a general term for the Highlands, The whole Highlands 
might with propriety be called Du thaich nam mor bheann, 
i. e. Tha country of high hills, (e) Some of our historians 
even make the elevation SI 00 feet above the level. 
When I roam'd a young Highlander over the heath, 

And dimb'd thy dark mountain, O Morven, of snow, 
I gaz'd on the torrent that rushed beneath) 

And look'd on the mist that gathered below. 
When I see some dark hill point its crest to the sky, 
I think on the rocks that o ershadow Culblean. 

* Byrok. 

Here the parishes of Coldstone, Migvie, Tarkndj, and 
Strathdon, intersect each other. 

After the stream leaves the mountain, it laves a wide field, ' 
that to the view" of a civic has a dreary, wild appearance, 

(«) Webster's Topogrifphical Dictionary of Scotland. ' 
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Void of charms, but to the truly philosophic mind it aflK>rds 
sublime and picturesque Nbeauties, displaying the power of 
Omnipotence, far superior' to the laboured gardens ofth^ 
noblesse, as nature in every operation surpasses art. Here 
are to be^seen the vestiga of an encampment, and appears to 
be that of General Cumming, on his wdy to Culblean, Sep- 
tember 11, 1335. 

But often has yon rolling moon 

On Alva's casque of silver play'd, 
And view'd at midnight's silent noon 

Her chiefs in gleaming mail artajd. 
And on the purple heath beneath, 

Near where the limpid currents flow. 
Pale in the scatter'd ranks of death 

She saw the gasping^ wprriors low. 
* * Hark to the pibrpch's 

swelling note. 
See how the heroes Uood-red plumes, ' 

Assembled wave in Alva's hall ; ' 

Each youth his Yaried plaid assumes. 
Attending on their chieftain's c^. 

BVROK. 

After following the serpentine current, we enter on a coun- 
try populated very poorly, and passed where once stood a 
Roman Catholic <;haptel ; the place is yet called Chapeltown. 
And now the prospect is heightened by the few cottage£(, and 
the mind is relieved from the taedium of sameness ; — and 
passed Foggy-mill, ancient seat of a branch of the Forbes* 
family. George Forbes was of the house of Skellater. 

A little farther down the strath is an elegant hunting seat^ 
erected by Mrs. Farquharson of Invercauld, 42 feet by 19 
within the walls, consisting of a commodious dining room, a 
Tiall, and six bed-rooms, together with store-room, closets, 
and a spacious culinary apartment. And near this stands a 
supplementary school. On the east of the hunting house is 
a small tavern, oh the road leading to Tarland. * 

On an eminence stands the house of Ardgeith, anciently 
held by a bhinch of the Forbes' family. Peter Forbes,^, first 
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of Ardgeitb, was son to Robert Forbes of Culqubarry, 1440. 
Peter married Catharine Keith, and h(id issue. John Forbes^ 
pf Morlich had an illegitimate son, who received the lands of 
Ardgeith, and was designated by the title of Peter of Ard- 
^th. 

Near this are the remaia<i'of an ancient chapel, and bury* 
ing ground, adjoining to a large tumulus, remarkable only 
fijr the many tales tol J by the money finders about the con*- 
cealed treasure underneath. I will not enter upon ^uch ' 
superstitious and disgusting stories, but leave them to the 
votaries of that volatile deity, to sing tliem, as lo Paen an- 
thems, before the mamonic altar. 

Below this the stream is crossed by two bridges of stone, 
built in 1768, at the farm of Rippachie, . once a seat of a 
branch of the Forbes family. George, second son of Wil- 
Jiam Forbes of Skellat^r, was the last proprietor of that 
name. It was occupied by Captain Grant as a rural seat, 
but it now belongs to Sir Chai'les Forbes, Bart, and the 
ground occupied by a farmer. * 

The river Deskrie now takes an almost westerly direction' 
for nearly four mileis, to the estuary at the Don, and passes 
the hill of Cairnbay, where- are to be seen a great many tu- 
muli, and the vestiga of encampments, all remains of a con- 
flict between the clans Riach and Bay, in the sixteenth cen- 
turjv At the west of this is Barns, a 'seat long held by the 
rForbes* family, after passing from the family of Elphingston. 
John Forbes, first of Barns, was third son of William Forbes 
of LittleKildrummy, who, after his succession, had issue John, 
who succeeded and married Elisabeth Leith, co-heiress of 
Barns in Premnay, issue James, (who fell at the battle of 
Musselburgh), William, Duncan, and John. On the death 
of James, William his brother succeeded, and married ,C9r 
tharine Lundi, daughter of John Lundi, Esq. of Bonname^ 
but having no issue, made a disposition of the lands to 
Robert Forbes, second son of Sir William Forbes of Mony- ' 
musk, Barti and Elisabeth Wishart. Robert married Jane, 
daughter of John Forbes, Esq. of Corsindae, and had issue, 



67 

"Alexander, ami Ann, whb taarried Roberl Burnett, Esq; d[ 
Cibuntesswells. Over the door are these initials, A, V.< !?• 
H. G. 38. A little westward, the stream falls into the Dori. 
After passing the house of Buchaam, die parish of Gkn^ 
backet makes an intersection for more than a mile. Glenw 
bucket is a parish nearly six miles long, by one and a half 
broad. Mr, Webster, p. 296, makes it lour mileg in length 
and one in breadth. This parish occuptes no more than the 
narrow strath washed by the river Bucket, from wl\ence it & 
named ;' — ^tlie name is Gaelic,^ and signifies the strath of mate 
deer. The soil is mostly a light loam, and in some parts 
mixed with clay; and some veins of limestone are fouhd,—*- 
Vrfued rent, jB7S5 Scots. Minister's stipend in 1827 was 
^150 sterling, and the Schoolmaster's salary was £16 lis. 
4d. sterling, besides his fees. J 

The whole parish, in 1827, belonged to the Right Hoii, 
the Earl of Fife, who has erected a pleasure seat, at a place 
called Bacaiseach (Backies), which signifies an impeding or 
obstruction. This noble family, according to the peerage, 
and a M.S. wrote in Latin by Peter Wemyss, Esq^ of Oaig- 
hall, parish of Kinnedimont, and translated into English 
May 21, 174f6, is as follows : — 

* The country of the Vermicenii, or, as it is flfom^times 
called, Vernicons, i. e. the counties of Kincardine and FoiW. 
That whereof the kingdom of the Picts. chiefly consisted wafe 
at first called Ross, which, in the ancient language, signified 
a Peninsula, which agrees exactly with the nature of tl^e 
word, for it is separated from other counties of the island by. 
the Ochil hills, the friths of Forth and Tay, and the German 
«ocean. At length it was called Fife, from a Prince named 
Fifus, who governed the land;^ This Prince was surnamed 
Dufius, and was cousin to Kenneth II. King of Scotland, 
(by whose valour and good fortune the Picts were entirely 
reduced), whom we find, in ancient records, honoured with 
the titles of Prince of the Blood, one of the King's generals, 
and well beloved friend, \vho, as a signal mark of Royal 
favour, and in reward of his extraordinary services' against 
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the Kcts, was hy his Majesty created Thaae, Barony Oover- 
nor, or rather Prince of Fife, (if we consider the privileges 
wherewith he was endowed), in anno 838, and that future 
ages may know with what fidelity his successors discharged 
that dignity, the greatest in the kingdom, next to royalty 
itself may ihis short abstract of their genealogy, and ino^ 
temarkable transactions, escape the injury of time.' 

This Fife, surnamed Duffi as illustrious for his grand ad- 
ministration in time of peace, as he was remarkable for his , 
, conduct in the art of war, was invested with the dignity of 
Thane, which he exercised duruig the reigns of the victori- 
ous Kenneth 11. and Donald V. the last of whom Buchanan, 
a professed persecutor of the memory of the King, treats 
with no small severity. But far diflferently Fordun, who 
makes honourable mention of him as one that with equal care 
secured a kingdom^ which his brother had acquired, as well 
from foreign invasions as broils at home. Fife died, equally 
lamented by high and low, anno 858. 

DuflF M'Duff, his son, succeeded him in his virtues as well 
as honours and estate, in the reign of Constantine 11. with> 
whom he had the glory to fall, in defence of his country 
against the Danes, anno 878. 

Fife (the wgrrior) succeeded, and was no less eniinentfor 
his service against the Danes, who made encroachments in 
the reign of Gregory, whom Fife survived, even to the reign 
of Donald VI. 

Duff succeeded him in his dignity, which he held in the 
re^» of Constantine III. and Malcolm I. and yielded it, 
together with his life, in the reign of Indulph. 

Colban held that dignity with the glory of his- ancestor^ 
in the reign of Indulph. 

Malcolm succeeded him in his dignity, which he held in 
die reign of Kenneth HI. who dUannuUed the pernrdous act 
concerning the succession of the clans. He died under die 
usurpation of Graeme, and left his son, in 'anno ai8. 

Constantine succeeded him, who acted in the stati<»i of 
his ancestors, under Malcolm II. and died in the reign of 
Duncan I., a king remarkable for his clemency. 
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M&cdtifi^ a liian who surpassed all encomiums, slew the 
tyrant Macbeth, at Lumplianan, in anno 1056, and set 
Malcolm III. on the throne of his aticestors, by whom, in a 
public convention of the states, he was created Earl of Fife ^ 
he was likewise made General of his Majesty's forces, and 
had the good fortuhe to suppress a rebellion. in Mar* He 
died in his oiirn castle of Couper, and was buried among the 
kings at Icolmkill. It was this Macduff who, for his piety 
towards God, his love to his country, his loyalty to his king, 
and good will towards all men, has justly obtained universal 
applause, and set such a shining model of virtue, as might 
have drawn respect and imitation from all good men. He 
was succeeded by Duff II. his eldest son, who proved no less 
an heir of his fatBer's virtues than estate, and in honour he 
flourished, in the reigns of Edgar antj Alexander, and was 
interred in the royal sepulchre, belonging to his father. 

Constantine IL of that name, and third Earl, died in his 
youtji, before he had exhibited proofs of his virtues, in the 
reign of David I. and was buried at lona. 

Michael, son of Galeus, succeeded him, a man justly ad- 
mii'ed for his virtues, and was chosen by his Majesty as tutor 
to the Prince, who, for the beauties of his mind, was named, 
not undeservedly, the angel incarnate. . 

Duncan II. succeeded hiiPj and, by his noble endowments, 
if possible, surpassed his father, and died in anno 1154?. 

M*Intosh, his brother, married the heiress of Clanchattan, 
and from this marriage sprung the M'Intosh and. Farquhar- 
son families. 

Duncan JII. the son of Duncan IL was made Lord Justi- 
ciary of Scotland, and married a niece of Malcolm IV. with 
whom he received, an addition of large possessions. He 
founded a Convent of Nuns at North Berwick, and died in 
anno 1203, and was succeeded by Malcolm II. who founded, 
the Cistercian Monastery of St. S^vian, at Culross. He 
married Maud, daughter of the Earl of Mar, and acquired 
large possessions ; — he died at Culross, in anno 1229, and 
the estates and honours devolved upon his nephew, Malcolm 

K ' ^ ' 
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.III. who married Winifred, daughter of Llewelleii, Prince 
of Wales. 

Colban, the second of that name, and ninth Earl of Fife, 
after a short possession of his dignity, gave way to his son 
m 1270. 

Dunean IV. and tenth Earl of Fife, on the death of his 
Majesty Alexander IIL was appointed Regent of Scotland, 
and was slain by the Abemethies in 1286. 

Duncan V. and eleventh Earl, married Ann, daughter of 
his uncle, Colban, ^nd fell in battle in 1299* 

Duncan VI. and twelfth Earl, succeeded, and married 
Maria Mortimer, niece to Edw&rd of England, in ISOTy 
'which marriage proved the ruin of this illustrious family, for 
from that time they aided the English. 

Duncan VII. and thirteenth and last Earl, wastheauthor 
of that lampoon, " My Letter," the contents of which no 
reader can bfe ignorant of, which was presented to Pc^e 
John XXII. by the Scottish nobility in 1 320. He was made 
governor of Perth by Baliol,. but being apprehended by the 
Brucian party, was, with his wife and daughter, escorted to 
Kildrummy castle, where he died in 1336. His daughter, 
Isabella, married Walter Stuart, a Prince of the blood royal, 
but both dying without issue, the honours and estates de- 
volved Upon his brother the Duke of Albany, Regent of the 
kingdom, who was succeeded by M*Ducus his son, who was 
beheaded by James I. and thus ended for a short time the 
Thanes and Earls of Fife, who had flourished for 498 years. {/) 

David Duff, a collateral branch of the noble family of DuffJ 
gained from his Majesty Robert III. in 14*01, the barony of 
Muldavit, and was afterwards made Earl of Fife. This 
barony continued to be one of the chief titles of the family, 
until alienated in the beginning of the reign of Charles I. 

William Duffof Braco, who married Helen Taylor, and 
had only one daughter, who married Patrick Duf^ Esq. of 
Premnay. His uncle, William Duff of Dipple, succeeded, 

(/) MS. Histoiy. 
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and married Helen, daughter of George Gordon,^ Esq. of 
Edinglassie — issue 

William, who was representative for Banffshire in 1727: 
was created Lord Braco of Kilboyjde, by the privy seal of 
Queen Caroline when Regent^ dated Kensington, June 17^ 
and by patent at Dublin, July 28, 1735; and was farther . 
advanced to tlie peerage, as he wa3 created Viscount Mac- 
duff and Earl of Fife, by privy seal at St. James's, April 4^ 
and by patent April 26, 1759* He married Janet, daughter 
- of James Ogilvie, Earl of Findlater and Seafield, and she 
dying without issue, he married secondly Jane, daughter of 
Sir James Grant of Grant, Bart, ^issue fourteen children,, 
and died September 30, 1763, and was succeeded by his son* 
James,' who was created Baron Fife, February 19, 1790, in 
the English peerage, and Lord LieutenaiU of the county of 
Banff. He married IJorothea, daughter of Alexander, 
ninth Earl of Caitliness, by Margaret, daughter of Archibald 
Primrose, fourth Earl of Roseberry. 

James died without issue, June 24, 1&09, and was succeed- 
ed by his brother, Alexander, to tlie Earldom and Visco^inty, 
but not to the barony of Fife, as that title became extinct. 
February 19, 1800, he married Mary, daughter of George 
Skene, Esq. of Skene, and had issue. He died April 16,. 
1811, and was succeeded by his son James, who married 
Mary Caroline, second daughter of Lady Louisa Manners : 
she died in December, 1805, and had no issue. H«ir pre- 
sumptive, Alexander, his Lordship's brother, (g) 

Arms^--<juarterly, witliin a border topaz ; first, a lion ram- 
pant, ruby, armed and languid sapphire-— Fife. Second, 
sapphire, a lion ruby, passant and guardant Third and 
fourth, a fesse dance, between a buck's head cabossed in 
chief, and an escallop topaz in base — Duff; with an es- 
cutcheon surtout pearl, having a lion rampant ruby in chief, 
and a lower triple towered dianlOnd in base. CresJ, a demi- 
lion ruby, bearing in his dexter paw a sword, and in his 



(f/) Debrclt'b Peerage, vol. ii. p. 333. 
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mnister a shield proper, with these words on a label over 
his head, Deojuvante, With God's assistance. Supporters 
over the order of Fernando and Talavera, two men nudus, 
wreathed round the loins, holding each in his exterior hand 
a bludgeon proper, — Motto, Virtute et opera. By virtue and 
works. 

His Lordship has a hunting seat at the Backies, as plready 
mentioned. Near the Backies stood the old castle of Baden- 
yon, i^ e. bird*s bush, surrounded by a deep fosse, and cover- 
ed by a tower of defence. Tradition reports it to have been 
reared by some of the Muat, Mowat, or Montealto Ifamily, 
in the thirteenth century. 

Arms— argent, a lion rampant sable, armed gules, within 
a border of the second. Crest, an oak tree, issuing from a 
rock proper. — Motto, Montealto, i. e. spring up./ 

In 1818 part of the ruins were visibje, and the shell of the 
culinary apartments. Here, at a place called Muat's stone, 
was fought the combat between Forbes and Muat 

There is an elegant Scotch air called * John of Badenyon.* 

On an eminence, near the estuary of the stream, stands the 
old castle of Glenbucket, reared by John Gordon, descended 
from the family of Rothiemay. The family were called the 
gay Gordons, as may be found by an old song, called Glen-^ 
logic, which is here affixed. 

Four and twenty nobles sat In the king's ha", 

Bonnie Glenlosfie is the flower amann; them a*. 

In came Lady Jane, skipping on the flpor. 

And she has chos^en Glenlogie 'mong a* that were there. 

She tum*d to his footman, and thus she did say ; 

what is his name, and where does he stay ? 
His name is Glenlogie, when he is from home, 

* He is of the gay Gordons, his name it is John,* 
Glenlogip, Glenlogie, an' you will prove kind. 
My love is laid on you, I'm telling my mind ; 
He tum'd about lightly, as the Gordons do a', 

1 thank you, Lady Jane, my love's promls*d awa. 
She called on her maidens, her bed for to make, 
Her rings and her jewels nU from her to take 



In cam<j Jeanie's father, a wae man was he, 

Says, ** 1*11 wed you to Dnunfcndricl, he has more gold than 

lie." ^ ^ 

Her father^s own chaplmn being a man of great skiU, 
He wrote him a letter, and indited it well. 
The first lines he look*d at, a light laugh laugh*d he. 
But ere he read through it the tears blinded his e e ; 
O ! pale and wan look*d she when Glenlogie came in. 
But even rosy grew she when Glenlogie sat down. 
" Turn round Jeanie Melville, turn round to this side, 
And ril be the bridegroom and youTl be the bride." 
O ! *twas a merry wedding, and the portion down told. 
Of bonnie Jeanie Melville, who was scarce sixteen years old. 
Over the door of the castle is 

Jhone Gordone, Helen Carnegie, 159Q, 
Nothing, on earth remaiuis bot faime. 

On the stair-case, in doggerel rhyme, is Written in old Eng- 
lish characters, 

Even as ye heare'dothe finde, 
I miene heylthe attende ; . 
So love wives, life ; I love 
Declaire dethe a frende ; 
The godly love dethe, lovers vanitie ; 
These cry, bot paine dothe make them la^eepe eternalie* 
Then leave to love, or love as really thine, 
For love as leade. do divinely cause to shine* ^ 
Glenbucket also held some lands in Kirkmichael, Banff- 
shire, as is found in a wadsett or mortgsige tack on the es- 
tates of Elchies and Delavorar, which .William Gordon, 
grandson to John Gordon, first of Glenbucket, mortgaged. 
' John Gordon of Glenbucket attended and fought at the 
battle of Alford, in 1646. 

Macdonnell of Glengarry married, in 1737, Mary, daugh- 
ter of John Gordon of Glenbucket. In 1745, William his 
son took part with Charles Edward Louis Cassimere Stuart, 
and. attended him in many of his dangers. On the Prince 
embarking after Culloden, Glenbucket went with him, and 
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21 few others, to Franc^ where they landed, but made a 
short stay at Versailles, living incog, until tliey left the castle 
of St Antoine, in three coaches. The first coach contained 
tlie Lor^s OgiWie and Elcho,. with the venerable Gknbucket^ 
and Mr. Kelly, his secretary ; in the second was the Prince^ 
with Lord Lewis Gordon and the eldest Lochiel, who was 
master of the hors&; in the third were four gentlemen of the 
bedchamber, ten footmen, and two pages, and these were 
all the retinue his Royal Highness had. 

On this the lands of Glenbucket were forfeited to the 
crown, aivd from that time the castle gradually went to decay. 
IssuQj^ David, his representative. 

Arms — azure, a chevron between three boars heads erased 
or, all within a border counter componed of the second anci 
first. Cresty a boar's head couped and erected, surrounded 
with an adder disposed orle«ways. Motto, Victrix patient®, 
i. €• In victory she is patient. Badge, foy ; badge of M^Ken- 
zie^ deer-grass; M*Kinon, St. John's wort; M^Lauchlan^^ 
mountain ash ; McLean, blackberry heatli ; M'Leod, red 
whortle berries; M*Nab, roe-buck berries; M*Niel, sea- 
ware ; M*Pherson, variegated bosKwood , Grant, blackberry 
heath, or rather bill berries. 
' War cry of the Gordons is— rGoirdon! Oordon4 Bydand! 

Grai^t^Staod fast» CraigellocUie I 

Before closing tlas chapter, I think it not improper to give 
my readers a few more of the. wair crlfist used by different 
families, countries^ andcities,. 

Th^ M^Pberson plain u^ed fov their war crygi Craig dhu* 

Clan Eanald — A Dh' ain deoia co, heii*eadh e ! 

The town of Dumfriest— Lorieburn ! 

Hawiqk— .Terri buss and Terri o-din ! 

Jedburgh — Jetharts here! 

JPoyglas-^A Douglas ! A Douglas I 

Darnley-^Avaunt Dernle ! 

gcodS^Ay Bellenden ! 

Home — A Home ! A Homa ! 

Cyansitonr-A Henwoodie ! r 



Seton— Seton! 

Hepburn — Bide me fair [ 
' There is a square granitd stone at the gate, on which is 
carved Dreid God, which is the motto of the Monro family. 

There is a favorite Scotch ah-, called Glenbuckef s breeches. 

Adjoining to the castle is an elegant §eat, named .Glen- 
bucket Cottage, erected in 1826, by Joha Grasi^ick, Esq. 



76 



CHAPTER V. 



Ketv iuncb of- beauty ppend all aroiind* 

The flowers and ibilage with bright diamonds crown'd ;, 

The heath-clad mountains rising on each side. 

From whence the glassy purling conduits glide ; 

In adder circles wave their spumy crests, 

Till Dona folds them to maternal breasts. 



A LITTLE to the east is a small stream called Aldn Dori, 
i. e. otter burn, and the mtersection of the parishes termi- 
nate here. J again entered Strathdon, at a place called the 
cot-town" of Glenkindy, now known by that of the farm- 
town. There are two subterr^tneous houses; one of them is 
in an arable field, and is in length 20 feet by 10, and nearly 
6^ feet high, covered with unhewn flags, pebbles, and earth. 
About 8 feet from the entrance is an aperture nearly S feet 
square, communicating with another recess. 

On the opposite side of the Don is a bust or figure rudely 
cut from stone, of some of the ancient lares or household 
deities. Here^tands the barony of Culquheigh, Cool qukakhj 
back of the cap, long held by the Ker family. Thomas Ker 
was knighted at the battle of Glenlivat, in 1594, by the Earl 
of Huntly. He was succeeded by his son John, who married 
Margaret, daughter of Duncan Forbes of Campbell, in 1620. 

Arms — Vert on a chevron, between three unicorns' heads, 

erased argent, homed and maned or, three mullets sable. 

Crest, a unicornVhead erased argent, as the former. Motto, 

- Pro Christo et patria dulce periculum. It is sweet to parish 

for Christ and my country. 

It afterwards became the property of Patrick Grant, of the 
house of Ballindalloch, in 1638 and 164?4'. (Ji) It then fell 

(Ji) Spalding, 
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into the hands of Sit Alexander Innes^. who died in 1682, as 
may be seen by his epitaph : 

Here is Interred Alexander Innes of Towie, who died the 18th of 
Aprily 16S2, in hope of a blessed resurrectiony setatis 56. ''Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord, they rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them/* Rev. xiv. 13." 

Arms — azure, three etoiles argent 

On the north banks of the Don stands the neat villa of 
Glenkindy, near "where stood the castle of the same name^ 
which was erected by William Strachan, in 1595, as can be 
seen by several stones fixed in the present villa ; on one of 
them is iivcLXXXXV. and the initials V. S. with a hart stand- 
ing at gaze, and the name of the proprietor cut at length-^ 

VELAiM STRAQUHEN OF GLENKENDE BEGGIT THIS HOUSE 

and again the initials V. S. Under this is, in old English 
characters — Willelmus Straquhen de Glenkende hoc op. fecit 
in anno dom. 1595* 

The Strachans held the place for a long period of time, si 
appears by a charter in the house of Glenkindy, and among 
the writs of Mar. Sir Alexander Strachan, Bart of Glen- 
kindy had the antiqtiity of the family proved by d. charter, 
which was granted by Thomas Earl of Mar, in 1350, to 
Adam Strachan, and Margaret his spouse, cousin tollie Earl, 
and to their offspring born of them ; and also a charter on 
the lands of Glenkindy, and part of the lands of Rumor, i. e. 
Ra^more, formerly Glenbowel in the reign of David II. (i) 

Sir John succeeded, and was present at the ordination or 
statute made at Scone on the 4th of April, in the third year 
of Robert II. which is here annexed : — 

^** In the name of God. Amen. In the year 1373 years 
from the incarnation, and on the 4th of April, in the third 
year of Robert IL^s reign. 

** In the Parliament held at Scone, for obtaining a regular 
and full succession to the crown, and for securing a power 

(?) Nisbet, vol. i. 

L ^ . 
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slioiiid any accident occiir in life, and to obviate etxth fut^te 
incident. . . 

<* The Patiidliient, tvtth" ittiahimous cdhseht df all tlie 
Bishops, Eafls, Barons, aildGentleftien, and Burges^se^, With 
every other loving and faithful subject in the realm ofSccft- 
land, have enacted and ordained tliis statute, that the son of - 
our Monarch lawfully begotten and born either of his first 
or second wife, shall succeed as lawful heirs to the croWn 
aftd kingdom, uridef the fdrih • and oath takeil, and by the 
form and national jitre made iil tlie court, that JohnSeties- 
chall, oi- Steward of Scotland and Earl of Catrick, and first 
borri of his Majesty, shall succeed in right as his precedency, 
which is fully cleared and proved by this judicious council, 
who has asserted that he shall enjoy the sceptre after the de- 
mise of his gracious Majesty^ and the heirs of his body in 
iSuccession^ 

" But should he fail of issue, the statute ordains that Ro- 
bert Earl of Fife, Viscount ofMonteith, second son of bur 
sovereign Lord by Elisabeth More, his first wife, shall sue-* 
ceed as real heir ; and should he fail, Alexander, Earl of 
Badenoch, third son by^ the said Elisabeth More, and his 
heirs 5 but should he have no issue, David Earl of Stratherh, 
M>n of our sovereign Lord and Euphemia Ross, his second 
wife ; and should all these brethren depart without isjlue^ 
Walter, the son of David, and brother german to his Majesty^ 
fehall succeed, and failings t» the nearest collateral branch, as 
is declared and ordained by the council of Bishopsr, Earls, 
Viscounts, and Barons, and subjects, throughout the'king- 
dom ; by the convocation, where it is fully ratified for present 
and future ages. 

" Written and subscribed by William, Bishop of Saint 
Andrews, Michael, Bishop of Dunkeld, Alexander, Bishop 
of Aberdeen, Patrick, Bishop of Brechin, Alexander, Bishop 
of Moray, Andrew, Bishop of Dunblane, Alexander, Bishop 
of Ross, JVIalcolm, Bishop of Caithness, and other prelates, 
who kissed the book after subscribing to the articles, which 
. afterwards was subscribed by the Lords and Commons, 
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according to seniority and degree: aftpr these followed the, 
sons of his Majesty, Princes John, William, and Alexander : 
William Earl of Douglas ; George Dujabar, Earl of March ; 
John Earl of Moray; Thomas Hay, Lord High Constable 
of Scotland; Lord William KeUh, M.arlschal of Scotland; 
Lord James Lindsay, Earl t)f Crawford ; J^rd Archibald 
Dougla$ of Galloway; Lord James Douglas of Dalkeith; 
Sir Robert Erskine; Sir Hugh Eglinton; Sir Duncan Wal- 
lace ; Sir David Graham ; Sir Walter Halliburton ; Sif 
William Dishington ; Sir Allan Erskine ; Sir Allan Stuart ; 
Sir James and Sir Alexander Eraser ; Sir Robert Stqart of 
Innerneath ; Sir Roger Moirtimer of Craigievar, with his 
sons, David and Walter; Sir Patrick Graham; Sir An- 
drew Vallis ; Sir John Wallace ; Sir John Maxwell ; Sir 
Andrew Campbell 5 Sir William Cunnijngham and son; 
Sir John Strachan of Glenkennedy; Jphn Kennedy; and 
Alexander Cockburn, &c. 

" All these, after taking the oath, subscribing the statute, 
kissed the book, and declared that tlie declarations and ordi- 
nations should be inviolably adhered to and stedfastly ob- 
served. 

** Tlien the priests aijd choir of Sc^neread the oath before 
the altar, which was approved of by the auditory, who, in 
una vocCi and with uplifted hands, expressed their zeal and 
assent. 

** Then the great seal of his Majesty was affixed, and the 
national seal, that the oath might be perpetuated to after ages.^ 

" Given and ratified at Scone, as above." {Ic) 

The old ballad Glenkindy, which is here affixed, is copied 
from Jameson's ancient ballads, who ascribes the Scone in 
the country of Wales to Glaschirion, or Kirion the Sallow, 
and says that the song is s.oifletimes called Glenjskeenie, and 
at other times Glenkirion, .&c. ; but from a legendary tale 
well known in the country, the spng claims a right ta be in- 
serted here, 

(A) Stuai't, voL ii. App. p. 116. 
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Sir John Strachan of Glenkindy drearped thrice in one 
night, that a serpent crept from a crab-tree in the garden, 
, to his bed-chamber, twisted itself round his neck, and nearly 
stifled him ; on which he awoke, and throwing on his robe de * 
chambrey went to the garden, and there found his footman and 
chambermaid in close dalliance. On the birth of the child, 
fie was baptised Alexander,* and nick-named SoMr/, from the 
crabl-tree scene. He having been educated and nurtured in 
the family, and arriving at years, turned out a froward youth, 
for which he was expelled from the house, and went to Glen- 
bucket house, and remained sometime, and continued his 
tricks. , On his restoration to the family, Sir John Strachan, 
junior, had em assignation with Margaret, daughter of the 
Earl of Mar, which coming to the ears of Souri, he deter- 
mined to supplant bini in his amours, by attending at the 
place and hour appointed, and counterfeiting Sir John*s 
speech and dress, in which he succeeded, as the ballad shews, 
which ended In the death of the lady, and the traitor Souri, 
which he merited. 

Glenkindy yras ance a harper gude. 

He harped to the king ; 
And Glenkindy was ance the best harper 

That ever harp'd on a string* 
He*d harped a fish out o* saut water, 

Or water out o' a stane, 
Or milk out o* a maiden's breast, 

That bairn had never nane. 
He*s ta'en his harp intil his hand, 

He harped'^d he sang, 
And aye he harped to the king. 

To baud him unthought lang. * 

" 1*11 gie you a robe, Glenkindy, 

A robe o' the royal pa', 
Gin ye will harp i' the winter nights 

Afore my nobles a'. " 
And the king but and his nobles a* 

Sat birling at the wint ; 
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And he wad hae but his ae dochtcr, 

To wait on them at dine* 
He's ta*en his harp intil his hand, 

And harp'd them a* asleep. 
Except it was the young Countess, 

That love did waukin' keep. 
And first he has harpit a grave tune, 

And syne he harpit a gay ; 
And mony a sich atween hands 

I wat the lady gae* 
Says, ** when day is dawn, and cocks hae crawn, 

And wappit their jmngs sae wide, ', 

It's ye may come to my bower door, 

. And streek you by my side ; 
But look that ye tell na Gib your man. 

For naething that ye dee. 
For, an ye tell him, Grib your man, 

Hell beguile bidth you and me.^' 
He*s ta*en his harp intil his hand. 

He harpit and he sang ; 
And he is hame to Gib, his man, 
. As fast as he could gang. 
*^ O, mith I tell you, Gib, my man. 

Gin I a man had slain ?" 
(> that ye micht, my gude master, 

Altho* ye had slain ten. 
" Then tak' ye tent now, Gib, my man, • 

My bidden for to dee ; 
But an ye wauk nae me in time, 

Ye sail be hangit hie. 
When day has dawn, and cocks hae crawn, 

And wappit their wings sae wide, 
Fm bidden gang dll yon WyVbower, 
' And streek me by her side.*' 
" Gae hame to your bed, my good master, 

Ye've waukit I fear o'er lang ; 
For I'll wauken you in as good time 

As ony cock i' the land." 
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He*s ta eo his harp intil hi^ bfin4 

He harpit and he sang. 
Until he harpit hi» master iiskep> 

Syne fast awa did jS^g* 
And he 19 tiH that laidj'a bower, , 

As fast as he could rin ; 
When he •came to that ladj's bow^r, 

He^chappit at the chim 
*^ O wha is this," sajs that ladj, 

^' That opens nae and eomes in ?*' 
*^ Its I, Gleiddndy, your ain true lovc^ 

0> open and lat we in 1" 
She ken'd he .was nae gentk knight^ 

That she bad latten in ; 
For neidiw when he gaed nor cawi, 

KissM he her cheek or chi«« 
He neither kissed her when cam, 

Nor da^^it her fthen he gaed ; 
And in at her tower window then 

Tlie moon shon^ like die gled> 
*' O ragged is jmxr hose, £rleftkindy» 

And riven is your sheen. 
And reave)l*d is yanx yellow hair. 

That I saw hrte yestrie^n." 
Tlie stocI^iagB the^ «f£ -Gihofmrnkh 

They came first la ngr hamd ; 
And tUs j» Gtb fny Ofofi'fi ^heen^ 

At my bed feet they jitand. 
And fast o^ iuH and hance I Tan, 

For fear I came ahin' ; 
(^Fve «e»v)eQ'd » my yeDow hair, 

Coming Agwt the mn*^ 
[[Then 'he embsracTd the lady (fair, 

With pleasme and dfligfat ; 
Xh^ ^uickfy X(m, 4»d hom^ rr^l^irns, 

A* by iht cte*r sieon light.] 
He's ta'^n ihc harp intil his hand. 

He harpit and lie sang> 
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Until lie cam* to \)k master, 

As fast he could gang. 
Won up, won up, my gude master, 

I fear ye sleep o'er lang ; 
There's nae a cock m a* thfe land 

But has wappit lok wings and Cfawh. 
Glenkindy*s ta*en hi? harp in hand, 

He Harpit and he i^ang, 
Ahd he had reached the hAy\ f}Otm* 

Afore that it was lang. 

When he cam to the lady*s bower, 

{^He tirled at the pin Q 
" O ! wha is that at my boWtt-dtwr, 

That opens nae and comed^ in ?*' 
** It's I, Glenldndy, your ain true love, 

And in I canna win ; 
j]T*he cocks hae crawn, the iay \t dawtt, 

O, rise aiid lat me irt;"3 
*^ Foribid it, forbid it," says that ladyv 

** iTiat ever sic shanie betide * 
That I should be a wild IdOn^ls lass, 

Aifed then a young knight's bridti." 
[[She \itia ta'en out a fittle pen-*kni&, 

Hung low down by her gair, 
And thrice she stabb'd lier lilty breast| 

And word £pakd never mair.]] 
There was iiae'pity for that lady, 

For she lay cauld and dead ; 
But a' was for him,'Glenkindy, 

In bower he must gae road. 
He*s harpit a fish out o' saut water, 

The water oiit a stand ; 
The milk out o* a maiden's breast, 

That bairn had never nane. 
lit*i ta'en his harp intil.his hand, 

Sae sweetly as it rang, 
And wae and weary 'twas to hear 

Glenkindy's dowie sang. 
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- Bnt cauU and cicad was that hfy. 

Nor h^s for a* his main ; 
An he wad hae harpit till doom's-day, 

Shell never speak again. 
He*s ta*en his harp intil hb hand ; 
« , He harpit and he sang ; 
And he is hame.to Qib, his man, 

As fast as he could gang. 
" Come forth, come forth, now, Gib, my man. 

Till I pay you your fee ; 
. Come forth, come forth, now, Gib, my man, 

Well payed sail ye be !** 
And he has~ta*cn him, Gib, his man, 

And he has hang'd him hie ; 
And he*s han^t him o*er his ain jrate, 

As high as high could be. 

The land cohtinued in an uninterrupted chain in the family, 
until the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

May 16, 1639. Donald Farquharson of Monaltrie came 
and plundered the house of Glenkindy, and April 8, 1644, 
the Gordons ravaged and plundered many lands on the 
banks of the Don ; but Lord Fbrbes, and Alexander Strachan 
of Glenkindy, took refuge in the castle of Kildrummy. 

September 12, 1644. Alexander Strachan- went to the 
rendezvous at Aberdeen, when the lands of Gletikindy were 
again plundered, and the castle demolished* (/) 

Peter Strachan, the l§st proprietor, married Jane Forbes, 
by whom he had no issue : he resided in a small house, over 
the window of which are the initials P. S. J. F. 1711. 

Arms — ^azure, a hart tripping, attired, and unguled gules. 
Crest, a hart standing at gaze as the former. Motto, Non 
timeo sed caveo. Careful but not afraid. 

Peter sold the lands in 1738, to Alexander Leith, his 
cousin-german, and retired. The Leiths are an ancient and 
honourable family, ds a few extracts will ducid^te. 

.1 — .. ... ■ — 1 

(0 Spalding** Troubles. 
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Wdliam Leith of Barns, who liv^d in the reign of David 
Brace, was the male r^rc^sentative of the Leitbs of Edki" 
gariocb, and Provost of Aberdeen in A. D. 1350. He mar*, 
rkd Janoy daughter of Donald Mar, twelfth Earl of Maf, 
and by this marriage joined the cross erostets of Mar to the 
paternal arms^ of Leith. He also held the lands of Coring* 
toil, and went a& one of the hostages to England to ransom 
his Majesty in 1$$8^ He had by this marriage Laarence 
and John, the latter of whom was a mau of profound erudi- 
tion for the age, and was sent a$ an ambassador to England 
in the years 1412, I4<13) 1416, and Kt last \((as appointed 
one of the commissioners to settle the ransom of James I» in 
1433. (ot) ^ 
In 1403, Elisabeth, a Jewish convert^ the daughter of 
' Rabbi Moses,» was allowed twopence per day as remunera^ 
tion for being deserted by her family pn ac^unt of her change 
in religion. 

' In 1404, the Ccmimons, after having vihdic^t<^(} their own 
privileges as to menial servants, very singularly, with great 
spirit and wemderful inconsistency, petitioned the Crown that 
it would direct the Lords to examine into $i, false return for 
Rutland, and punish the offenders. 

In 1406, Sir Richard Clithercv knight of the shire of 
Kent, was ordered to sea, as admiral of the south and west. 
The men of Kent petitioned parliament that Robert Clifford, 
the other knight, might appear in both their names, as if both 
were a(^ually present, and this odd request was granted. 

In 1425, cows were valued at sixteen shillings sterling^ 
each, (n) 

William Leith of Barns died in the reign of Robert 'II. 
and was interred within the church of St. Nicholas, in Aber- 
d|een, where his name and arms are seen, the .same as borne 
by the Leith family. 

Laurjence succeeded his father, and received a charter on 
the lands of Caprington, from the superior Adam, , Bishop 

. {m) Baronage of Scotl^, p. 224. (n) Caledonian Jgee, p. 228. 

^ - ' M 
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of Aberdeen, April 6, 1S&8, He was Provost in Aberdeen 
from the year )401 until 145 11, und during that period made 
a present to the church of St. Nicholas of the largest bell, on 
which his name and arms are seen, likewise the following 

inscription :^ Sou Deo Glorix. Michael Burgherhtr^ 

made me in 1634 : — ^and after this follows another long one in 
Latin. Laurence died in the reign of James IL and also 
was sepultred within the church, as can be seen by his name 
and arms* His son, Normand Leith, of Bams,^ succeeded, 
and married Elisabeth^ daughter of William Leslie, Baron 
of Balquhain, by Agnes, daughter of Sir Al^cander Irvine 
of Drum, and had issue Henry, Gilbert, and John* (o) 

In 1434', on account of a bad seaspn, wheat sold as high 
a& £2 13s* 4d.. sterling per quarter, but soon fell as low as 
10s. 8d. whidh seems to have been nearly the price. Wine 
sold for 2s. sterling per gallon. 

In 1434, licences were granted by the king to no fewer 
than 2433 pilgrims, to visit the shrine of St. James, at Com- 
postello. 

In 1439, £20 sterling was given annually as the qualifica- 
tion for a country justice of the peace. 

In 1444,, wheat was sold for 8s. 8d. per quarter ; a fat oxj 
£S 3s. 4d. sterling; a hog» 6s.; a goose, 6d.; pigeons^ 8d. 
per dozen, (p) 

Norman died in ttie reign of James III. and was succeed- 
ed by Harry Leith,, his son, who was proprietor of maAy 
^ lands in Aberdeenshire besides Bams, and received a charter 
under the great seal from James IV. on the lands of Barns, 
Auchleven, Ardeen, and Mill of Harlaw, July 13, 1490. — 
He had by his marriage George, his successor, William of 
Edingarioch, and Patrick first of HarthilU 

George succeeded his father, and had two daughters by 
his marriage, viz. Elisabeth and — — — , with whom he di^ 
yided the lands of Barns. Elisabeth married John Forbes 
of Tovyie, and ha9 a son, William, who gained a charter from 

(o) Baronage, p. 224. (p) Ofledonian Bee, jh. S34. 
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Queen Mary^ under the great seal, subscribed to Witlirfm 
forbes, son and heir apparent of Elisabeth Leith, portioner 
of Barns, Decembers, 1550. ^ 

George died in 1505, and William, second son' of Henry 
of Barns succeeded, who acquired the lands of Edingarioch 
from George Leslie of- Leslie, endorsed to William Leith^ 
son of Henry Leith of Barns, and situated on the east of 
Edingarioch and regality, of the Garioch and Viscounty of 
Aberdeen, January 31, 1499. He married Aim, daughter 
of George Gordon of Strathdown (called Strathdon) and had 
issue Patrick and George; and as William resided at Lickly- 
head, (a part of the lands of Edingarioch,) he is promiscuously 
designed by both titles, (q) 

In 1500, King James IV. entered into an alliance with 
Henry VIL of England, by espousing his daughter Mar- 
garet in marriage, with whom, he received a dowry of ;£30,00d 
sterling. 

June 16, 1503 — The 3^ung Queen was carried by the 
Earls of Northumberland and Surrey, to the liordefs of 
Scotland, where she was tenderly received by his Majesty, 
and next day, in« the most superb manner, was escorted t6 
Edinburgh. 

In 1 504, printing was first introduced into Scotland, along 
with several other arts, which were encouraged by James, 
who esteemed literature. \ 

In 1542, the Scots army under Oliver 'Sinclair, the King's 
minion, was shamefully defeated at Solway moss, although 
consisting of 10,000 men, by only 500 English, hastily col-" 
lected by Sir Thomas Wharton, which grieved the King so 
much that he died December 13. (r) 

Patrick Leith succeeded his father, and gained a charter 
May 14, 1514, but died without issue, and his brother, 
George, was served and returned heir male to his uncle, 
George Leith of Barns, which was witnessed by John Leslie 
ofBalquhain, Sheriff^ of Aberdeen, and an inquest of fifteen 
df the most opulent gentlemen of the country, one of whom 

(7) Baronage, p. 221. (r) MS. History of ScctlanJ, j». GL 
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was WHliam Lt^iih, ' porlioBer of Bams^ >vhere he was re- 
turned heir; sstid the reftonr bears that George ,Lekh oi' 
Edingariocb, nearest and lawful heir of the defunct, George 
I>eith of Barns, his uncle, and to this s^rice were appended^ 
many of the seals of the gentlemen on the inquest, and are 
y«t entire, dated January ISj 1550* He lived ton great 
age, and died in the end <^ the reign of Queen Mary, and 
Patrick his son sutccdeded him^ who, in the litetin^e of hk 
father, was designed Patrick of Licklyhead» and married 
. Jane, second daughter of William Leslie of Balquhain, by 
Elisabeth Ogilvie, and had issue Patrick and John, who 
were designed of EdiAgavioch^ Laurence^ who was designed 
of Rayne, Henry, and Margaret^ who mamed Stephen 
Leslie, fourth of Wartle* Patrick, in die lifetime of bis fa- 
ther, acquired the lands of Kirktown of Rayne, from Jofah 
Leslie of Balquhain, his brother«in-law, upon whose resig- 
nation he gained a diarter from the Archdeacon of Aberdeen, 
on the Kirktown of Rayne, tmd ^e Aie-house croft thereof, 
August 13, 1551. (5) 

In 154<7, the English invaded Scotland, under Somersel^ 
with an army of 18,0()0 soldiers, and a fleet of 60 sail, and 
entered the Frith, marched and fought the battle of X^inkie. 

In 1554, the dowager Queen ordered Arran to resign his 
office, and took possession of the regal helm herself 

In 1 55Sf Mary's nuptials with the Dai^hin were solem- 
nized. (/) 

Patrick Leith was served heir on the lands of Edingaridch, 
before John ^ Leslie of Balquhaiuj Octd^er 4^ 1580. He 
died in the end of the reign of James V., and Patrick Leith 
of Edingaripch was served heir, by a precept from the Court 
of Chancery, dated Novepiber 19, 1625, with a sasine fol- 
lowing. In a short time after, he sold the lands of Lickly-* 
head to John Forbes of Leslie^ but was afterwards infeft in 
the lands of Anagatlies, in Keig, upon a precept of clara 
constat from George Cordon, Marquis of Huntly, as the 

, . : j : -u— _ 

(s) Baronage, p. 224. (0 MS. History, J?. 66. 
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Mdy 2^ 1629^ which lands aite y^ ia lihe fiuntly {xxssessiol^ 
1S27. ' • 

On the death of Patrick, he was succeeded by his tfrothei: 
Laikrence Leitli, of Klrktown^ R&yiiie^ third sod of Patrick 
Leith of Licklyhead, wbo gaiiEied a t)faaft't6r of. toBfinnaiion 
.under the great seal, Noveoiber Si, 16SU This I^ureMe 
tnradset from the Earl of Huntly the lands of Jkidmriii where 
he chiefly resided, iand he also purebased a considerable palt 
of the landsof Cobrackb He taaei*idd Agnes, &ird da^gh*: 
ter of Alebcaader Leslie, tfeird of Wardag^ by Margarel^ 
daUj^ter of Alexander Forbes of Towie, but ^ae d^ifig 
without issuer he mat-Hed secondly £K«i!EA)eth| daujghtiirof Sir 
George Gordon of Ck)cklaralchte^ immI %ad ti son who auc^ 
cecded hrm. 

J6bn succeeded his fdth^r, and cifter lias succession lie sold 
off the Kirktown of Royne, and resided principally at 
Bucharn,, and was chiefly de3lgned hy that title, until he 
made a purchase of th^lattds oif NewLedie^ Peel, Syde, and 
Arnbog, after which New Leslie became 4be family seat, and 
he was designed by that tida^ He man'ied Maijory, daugh- 
ter of Arthur, fourth soil of Alexander FtHrbes, sixth Lord of 
Pitsligo, by M^anef^ daiiigbt^iaf Alexander Leslie, fourth 
of Pitcaple, issue James» 

James succeeded his &t]ieiv and married) fiM Jane, daugh- 
ter of Alexander Forbes of Gulquharry, by whom he had no 
issue, and secoBidly JiS^r^ davghta* <if #tidih Leith of New 
Leslie, issue James. ' 

James Leith succeeded hi^ -fetber, iitid ateo <to New Leslie, 
and afterwards Leith HaU^ganied a chatter on the lands of 
New Leslie, Christ^s Kift, Peel, Syde-, ArWbog, &c. to and 
in favour of James Leith, -eldeist atid lawftrl^on of John Leith 
of Bueharn and New Leslie-, 1650. fife* feailt the house of 
Leith Hall on the lands trf Peel, which Hath been the family 
seat ever since. He married Mai-garet, daughter of Alexan- 
der Strachan of Glenkindy ; issue, John, who married Jane, 
daughter of George Ogilvie, second Lord Banff, by Agnes, 
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daughter of Alexander, first Lord Halkerton, and acquired 
the estate of Leslie, whereby he again got possession of £>iin- 
garioch, tlie ailcient inheritance of his predecessors, and died 
in 1727. 

John his son succeeded him, and married Mai^, daughter 

of Charles Hay of Rannes, issue John : he died in 1736, and 

' John,^his son and successor, married Harriet, daughter of 

Alexander Stuart of Auchluncart ; {u) issue, Alexander and 

James. John died in November, 1763, in consequence of a 

wound from a pistol hall fired by one M ayne, on occasion of 

some words that arose in the house of Mr. Archibald Camp* 

bell, vintner, Aberdeen, which would have been settled 

amicably, had not Patrick Byres of Tonley blown up the 

eoals, and urged Mayne to the deed, and even loaded the 

pistol. After the catastrophe, he fied the country, along 

. with Mayne* This gave rise to the- ballad here annexed : 

It feH about the JVfartinmas time, 

In the year sixty* three, 
There happened in fair Scotland 

A grievous tragedy. 
Whai all the nobles weie conveen'd. 

As they were wont to do, 
And braye Leith Hall among the re&t> 

To pay what he was due. 
Fonr-and-twenty gentkmen ^ ' > 

Sat birling at the wine ; 
I( was in Archibald Campbell's house 

The cruel contest began : 
But how the quarrel first took ri8e> 
There was no one could know ; . 
But it prov*d fatal to Leith Hall, 

And wrought his overthrow. 
Efrave Leith Hall went down the staii-s, 

Not knowing what to do ; 
When cruel Mayne followed him, 

And shot him thro* the brow. 

— — — . ■ I ■ I . , ■ — ^ . ■ ■ ., ■ 

(m) Baronage, p. 22 i. 
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He left htm lying in his gore. 

The vital tide stream*d down ; 
And crael Mayne fled the town. 

And could no more be found. 
Leith's servant bound his bleeding head, v 

And bore him to the bed, ^ 
/ ' He cover d him with blankets warm, 

And due attention paid. ^ 
The doctors there wi);h speed werp call'd, 

To see what they could do : 
The ball had discomposed the brain. 

The shot passed thro' his brow. 
His lady and his children dear 

Were brought, and wept full sore ; 
He spoke some words that gave them hope, 
• Which they had lost before. 

But every hope was frustrate soon. 

He saw but the third day ; • 

When ghastly 'death, that grim grim ghost, 
' ' Snatch'd his sweet life away. • - 

The bells were rung, and mass was sung. 

And gave a doleful knell ; 
His eorpse was bom from Aberdeen, • 
, And laid down at Leith Hall. 

Now, for thct killing of Leith Hall, 

And spilling of his blood. 
Just vengeance fall from heaven high. 

And light on Mayne's head. ' 

If bravte Leith Hall had been in drink, 

The sin, I hoj^'s forgiv'n ; 
And I may trust and say this day, 

His soul is safe in heav n. 
I wish it there, may shine more clear 

Than sunshFne after rain 4 
Among the bright meridian stars, 
' . Where no more griefs remain, 

Alexander succeeded him, and married Mary, daughter 
of Charles Forbes of Balloffie. 
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Heir apparent in 181?7, MsJot Amlrew Lekh Hay. 
Arms— quarterly ; first and fourth or, three cross croslets 
sable, and as many flisils gules — Leith, Second and third 
parted per fesse, azure and argent, three inescutcheons of the 
third in chiefr— Hay ; and three cinque foik of the fifth in 
base — IVaser. Supporters, two men nudus, wreathed round 
the loins, vert,. each hotding in his exterior hand a bludgeon 
proper. Crestj^ on the dexter a cross croslet fitched saMe; 
sinister a goat passant, argent* M'gtto, Thistie to the end^ 
and Spare nought. 

From this family are.de5Cei\d^d the Iveith^ of Freefieldand - 
Glenkindy. George Lejth, third §Qti of Jpho Leith, second 
baron of Harthill, obtained fi-om his' father a disposition on 
the lands of Treefij^ld, an.d afterwards from a contract of mar- 
riage entered into between the siaid G^orge^apd Ellen, daugh- 
ter of John Leith of Montgarry, the parents being the party 
contractors for their childr^p j this contract Is dated Septem- 
ber 23, 1605,. w4 infiift thQ 7th ^f Octpb^r ^r. 

George, their son„ received Ov ohavtQr q» the said lands, 
which bears dotte January,^ l^SS^ with a sa^isine following. 
He^ married Isabella, d^ughtex of Thoma$ Erskine of Bal- 
haggarty ; issue^ Geprge,, third baron of Treofield, who, in 
the lifetime of his ftOihcr, macri^ Jao^, daughter of James 
Gordon of Terpeiroie^ whicfc appei^ri? by a contract, wherein 
the parents were party conlractoarsx ^nd whereby the son was 
put in fee of th^: QS^aA^ of Treefi,Qldj| wbicb ContrJEict is dated 
March 6, 1660 : oa which Gwrge, the youngest, gained a 
charter under (bje: gr^t seal^ No^ljaber Igji t6C3. H^ had 
issue Peter. 

George, .with th« conse^ of bis- sow Peter* despones the 
estate of Treefield, BoiimytQ(w% with the mill thereof, in 
favour of Alexand^ L^i^ia afiieirward3< baron of Freefield. {a:) 
James< Leith of Leith HaU)^ of ^hait ancient and honourable 
family, had three sons aad ivvo dai^ghte^rs by his spouse, 
Margaret, daughter of Alexander Strachan of Glenkindy; 
A^- — - ■ ■ . — ^ ~— 

(x) Bftronage, p. 1^99. 
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Jolm his successor. as abo^e, and Alexander, first of Free*^ 
field, who acquired from George Leith of Treefield, with 
consent of his son Peter, the lands of Treefield, Bonnytown, ' 
with: the mill thereolj by a disposition dated January 26, 
1702 : (y) and having made several other purchases, received 
a charter under the great seal on the lands of TreefieM, New 
Rayne, formerly held by John Leslie, son of William Leslie 
ofBalquhain, who married Janet, daughter of John Gordon 
of Newton; issue Patrick of New Rayne, who in 1700 dis- 
posed of the east side of New Rayne, Barrel Dykes, &c. to 
George Ogilvie of New Rayne, portioner thereof: issue, 
William, who returned to Aberdeen, (z) 

Along with New Rayne he purchased Barrel Dykes, &c. 
and erected them into a free barony, to be called in all times 
coming the barony of Freefield, which hath continued to be 
the chief title of the family ever since ; the charter is dated 
January 26, 1705. (a) He married Christina, daught;er of 
Alexander Davidsbn of Newton, by whom he had Alexander 
iiis successor, Walter, Patrick, and George. He afterwards, 
from his cousin-german Patrick Strachan, purchased the 
lands of Glenkindy in 1738, on Vhich barony he placed his 
son in his own lifetime, and he was long designed by that 
title. Over the door of the east wing are the initials A. L. 
C. D. 1735. Arms — impaled baron and femme; dexter, or, 
a cross croslet fitched sable, between three fusils gyles, voided 
in base, and as many crescents of the third ; sinister, azure, 
a boar's head erased of the first. Crest, over d helmet closed, 
a hart standing at gaze, attired and unguled of the third. Oil 
a label, Vh-us animat viriiiSf Virtue ennobles the person. 
3Iotto, Trustie to the end. 

This Alexander lived to the advanced age of 00 years, and 

• died in 1 754?, and was succeeded by his son, Alexander 

Leith, , first of Glenkindy, now of Freefield, who was served 

heir to his father, by a precept from the Court of Chancery, 

April 20, 1756. He married Jane, eldest daughter of 

(y) Public Arahives, penes Freefield. (z) 'Baronage, p. 281. (a) Ibid, 

' N 
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Alexander Garden of Troup, by Jane, daughter of Sir 
Francis Grant, one of the senators of the College of Justice^ 
and had issue Alexander, (his successor,) Garden, Jane, (who 
married George Buchan Hepburn, E,sq. of Smeaton,) Chris- 
tina, Bartha, and Agnes. Over the door, on the western 
wing, are A. L. J. G, 174?!. He married, secondly, Christina 
Scott, and over the door are A. L. C. S. 1785. (i) 

Alexander succeeded his father, and married Mary Eloisa^ 
daughter of George Gordon, Esq. of Cobatrdy, son of Sir ' 
John Gordon of Park, by Margaret, daughter of Lord El-^ 
phinston, and Mary, daughter of , James, fifteenth Lord 
Forbes, of Castle Forbes^ Keig, and Mary, daughter of 
Alexander Forbes, Lord Pitsligo. {c) Over the door of the 
central building are A. L. M. E. G. 1787. — Heir apparent^ 
1827, is Colonel Sir Alexander Leith, K.C.B. ; married iu 
1818 Maria Disna. Thorpe, from Leeds, Yorkshire, and has 
issue Alexander, his successor, &c 

-The most honourable and military order of the, Bath, so 
named from the ceremony of bathing prior to the honours 
being conferred, was instituted in England by Henry IV. in 
1:399, and revivedx by his Majesty George I. in 1725, and 
again by George III. in 1815, when it was ordained that it 
should from that time consist of three classes : 

1. K.G.C. Knights Grand Crosses. 

2. K.C.B. Knights Commanders. 
And S. K.C.B. Knights Companions. 

This Alexander Leith, during his military campaigns,, 
gained many laurels, and at Jast retired to his paternal seat. 
His Majesty was pleased to elevate him from a Lieutenant* 
fJolonel to the dignity of Colonel, and also to that of K.C.B*. 
by Jetters-patent. 

College of ArmSy Januafy 9, 1815.. 

His flpyai Highness the Prince Regent having been. pleas** 
ed, in the name ^ndon the behalf of his Majesty, to nominate 

(b) PjiUic Arshmh p^nes JFretfield. (^) Ibid. 
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you a Knight Commander of the most Honourable Military 
Order of the Bath, I have it in command to inform you, that 
the fees on your Knighthood are not to be defrayed by you ; 
and that the following are the only fees to be paid by you to 
the officer of arms attendant upon the Order, agreeable to the 
rules and ordinances appertaining to the Knights Comman- 
ders: — 

For the escocheon or plate of your armorial en- 
signs, to be affixed to Westminster Abbey j£B O 
For the banner of your arms, emblazoned on ' 
silk, to be placed over the said escocheon or 
plate - - - - - - 5 10 

For recording the pedigree of your family^ your 
coat of armour, and statement of military 
services, in the book appropriated to the 
Knights Commanders - - - 7 8 

For a copy of the rules and ordinances - 1 > 1 



Sum Total - £21 19 

And in the event of your family pedigree not being already 
entered in the College of Arms, thefeeofi^S 18s, 8d. is 
also to be paid to the officer of arms who shall record the 
same. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, . 

Your most obedient bumble servant, 

w. m/wood, , 

Secretaiy to tlie Knights Commanders and Companion^. 

To Colonel Sir Alexander Leitb, Knight Commander of the 
JhfoBt Hon. Military Order of the Bath, GlenKindy, Strath- 
don, Aberdeenahire, N.fi. 

The badge, cognizance^ or ensign of this Order, is the 
rose, thistle, and shamrock, issuant from a sceptre, between ^ 
tliree imperial crowns, surrounded with the motto of the 
Order, Tria juncta in uno, i. e. Three united in one; the * 
whole of pure gold, chased, and pierced, and is worn by the 
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Knight elect, pendant from a pink ribbon across the right 
shouldeh The collar is also gold, atid weighs 30 ounces 
Troy weight ; is composed of nine imperial crowns, and 
eight roses, thistles, and shamrocks, all issuant from a scep- 
tre, enamelled in their proper colours, tied or linked together 
with seventeen gold knbts, enamelled white, having the bailge 
of the order pendant thereto. Tlie star consists of three im- 
perial crowns of pure gold, surrounded with a wreath enamel- 
led green, with rays issuing from the centre of silver, forming 
fL star, and between tlie .rays four lions passant, all gold. 
This star is embroidered pn the left side of the upper gar- 
ment, with this motto, Jch dieriy i. e. I serve. 

Arms^ — Two oval shields, both within componed borders, 
or and purpure, with the motto of the order ; dexter quar- 
terly, first and fourth or, a cross croslet fitcbed sable, between 
three fusils voided in base, gules, and as niany crescents of 
the last — Leith. Second and third azure, a hart tripping of 
the first, attired and unguled of the third, with a label for 
difference — Strachan. Sinister impaled dexter quarterly, the 
paternal coats of Leith and Strachan, matriculated as above, 
sinister argent, a fesse nebule gules, and three trefoils slip- 
ped of the last — Thorpe. 

The nebule belongs to persons who have signalized them- 
selves in actions at sea, or have been eminent in nautical 
affairs, as their employment enables them to understand 
clouds, storms, and winds. Crest, on a wreath a helmet 
compony, or and azure, a hart standing at gaze as the first. 
Motto, Titisty to the end. Badge, boxwood ; while M^Rae 
carries the fir club moss ; M^Quarrie, black thorn ; Menzies, 
ash; Monro, eagW feathers; Murray, juniper; Ogilvie, 
hawjjiorn ; Oliphant, great maple. 

East from this is a small streamlet called Kindy or Ken- 
nedy, which gives name to the strath. Here also stood a 
fortress, surrounded by a moat said to have been reared by 
some of the Mowat* family ; and a place called Chapeltown, 
where stood St. Ronald's chapel. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



No more the bard shall strike the trembling lyre ; 

The mirthful scenes. are closed. 

Nor shall thf niiostrel more 

Strike cadenc-e to the sounding harp ; ^ 

All, all is hushM. 

No goblets grace the board, to greet 

The Warrior on his safe retarfl« 

Editos. 



I NOW entered tlie parish of Towie, called from Tuaidh, 
K e. north lying land, which formerly was nominated Kin- 
battoch or Killbartha,/from kill^ the back of St. Bartha's cell 
or church, or from kin^ the head, and hattochy sticks or 
wood; — ^watered by the Don, bounded , by Kildrummy. on 
the north, Strathdon and Migvie on the west, Tarlandon 
the soiith, and Leochell, Cushnie, Forbes, aud Alford, on 
the east. Valued rent, ^1475 7s. 2d. Scots. 

Here may be seen the ruins of several Catholid chapels, 
Kinbattoch, Balnaboth, the Ley, &c. {d) Minister's living, 
1827, is £\6^ sterling, schoolm^ter's salary, £\Q iss. 4d. 
sterling. 

Oi; the north of the Don stands an elegant masonic lodge, 
reared in 1820, and dedicated to St Andrew. The build- 
ing cost ^£450 sterling, and is iQ feet by 22^ ; the hall is 
very large and commodious, being 40 feet by 18 J. The 
lodge is occupied as an inn, being a convenient stage on the 
road leading to Strathdon, a little beyond the S7th mile 
stone. In the neighbourhood are many antiquities, such as 
tumuli, druidical circles, encampments, &c. 

In 1 750, two of these tumuli were opened on the farm of 



((/) Scots Magiudne, 176 J; vol. v. p. 186. 
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Kinbattoch, where were found several kistivaen, containing 

urns, trinkets, bones, Roman medals, with inscriptions, 

&c. (e) 

The first proprietor I can find was a Mr. Gordon, of the 

house of Rothiemay. 

The old castle of Tqwie is adjoining to the parochial 

church, and was erected in the beginning of the sixteenth 

Century* 

Here stop and weep, o*er Towie*8 roofless towefs, 
Where loyal Forbes spent his youthful hours* 
But silence reigns : no bard extempore sings. 
Nor maiden minstrel shakes the sounding strings. ' 
Each vaulted arch to whistling winds respond, 
With hoUow murmurs, and a dismal sound. * 
The sable jay her woven dome hath built. 
And rears her oSpring q*er the sombre vault ; 
In croaking anthems telb the passing swsun, 
'Tis here we reign and nurse our sooty train. 
Barclay departs— one blooming virgin left^ 
Of parents, kindred, and relations reft ;— - 
Could the domains the loyely heir possessM, 
AUay the sorrows on her bosom preSs'd ; 
The sigh expands^-the tear on carmine stood, 
^s conglobM dew on foilage in the wood ; 
And in this state first Forbes saw the maid— • 
At distance stood and ev*ry charm survey*d ; 
With timid step at length he nearer mov*d— ^ ^ 
He gaz'd— he sigh'd — he wish'd— he hop*d— and lov'd ; 
The crimson dye su(Fus*d his manly cheeks, 
And to the nymph in faultVmg language speaks. 
Thou lovely virgin, lay those sorrows past ; 
Grief fast corrodes, consumes the frame at last. 
Come, fair Christina, dry the falling tear ; 
. No longer in the garb of woe appear. 
Why mourn so long exanimated day ? 
Come, smile, my love, and cast these cares away ; 

(«) Holliiigshfid's Scots Chronicle, vol. ii. 
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Grant me thy love, bear witness all ye powers 
That rule on high, my heart and hand are yours* 
A Forbes woos> do not his suit deny. 
But with fruition glad the down-cast eye. 
The beauteous fair heard cv'ry am'rous vow ; 
The crimson tinge o'er all her featiires flew. 
And told a tale to lovers only known. 
More pure than graphic eloquence has shovm* 
How sweet's the hour when love the bliss returns, ^ ' 

And the trimm'd lamp with flame congenial bums : 
The youth embrac'd the half consenting fair- 
Quick throbb'd her breast, and doubtSson doubts are there ; 
Her eyes that erst thro' conglob'd ciystals shone, 
Now spoke consent — love mounted on his throne. 
There sealed the vows ;->»tfaey arm in arm repair 
To hymen's altar, and united Were* ^ 

Each bent a knee, and breath'd a mutuid sigh. 
That death alone should loose the Gordian tie. 
Now all is hush'd— 'no priests their requiems sing. 
Nor sculptur'd stone ^th labor d verses ring. . 

Editor. 
Alexander Forbes, first of Towie, was second son of Wil- 
liam Forbes of Little Kildrumniy and Catharine Seaton, and 
married in 1500 Christina, daughter and heir of John Barr 
clay of Towie, in Formartin. 

Arms — ^impaled azure, a dagger fesse ways, between three 
bears heads couped, or — Forbes : sinister, azure, a chevron, 
between two crosses patee in chief, and a lozenge argent, 
voided in base — Barclay. Crest, a hand holding a dagger 
paleways. Motto, Spav. Issue, Margaret, , who married 
John Forbes of Cults. Lady Towie dying, Alexander mar- 
ried, secondly, Janet, daughter of Peter Gordon of Haddq, by 
wliom he had issue, John, Alexander, William, Duncan of 
Finnylost, and James of Tonley, Patrick; Catharine, who 
married George Gordon of Lesmoir, and Elisabeth, who 
married John Calder of Asloun. {/) . 

:: ■ ■-■■'' ' ■■'>■ 

~ (/) Lum8<ien*8 Genealogy. 
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April 4, 1522— The said day the Provest, Baillies, Coun- 
sell and communhe present for the tyme, prayt 'JVilzeanie 
Rolland to gar mak xij. preckatts of wax to be givin niy 
Lord of Abirden now at his c'umming, togidder xij. bolls of 
schorcheat, because there is na guyd wynis now to send his 
Lordship, the qiihilkis thai obleist thame to pay thankfuUie 
to the said William. ( g ) 

John Forbes succeeded his father, and married Jane, ^ 
daughter of William Grant of Ballandalloch ; issue, Alexan- 
~ de^ who succeeded, aud married Margaret, daughter of Sir 
John Campbell of Calder, Bart. ; issu^ Alexander, John, 
aud William. (A) 

In November, 1571, Sir Adam Gordon of Auchindown 
sent Captain Ker, with a party of foot, to the castle of Towie, 
to summon it in the Queen's name. Alexander Forbes was 
absent, and his lady trusting too much in her sexual power, 
not only refused to surrender, but poured on Captain Ker a 
torrent of virulent language : on which, transported with 
rage, he suffered his passion to usurp over reason, and or- 
dered his men to set fire to the castle, when the lady, her 
children, and domestics, in all 37, perished in the flames. — 
Captain Ker was not cashiered for this barbarous action, and 
the Gordons shared alike in the guilt and scandal, (i) 
^ This catastrophe gave rise to, the following ballad, which 
I found edited in 1826, both in Dublin and Peterhead, with 
many additional stanzas from traditional songs, sung by the 
country people, who constantly shift the scene of action to 
Corgarff, which metonomy is also in the Scots, Magazine for 
1804; but I have along preserved Towie for conformity, as 
it was really the scene, and the additional stanzas areenclos- , 

ed with brackets. 

BALLAD. 
It fell aboQt the Martinmas time, 

When winds blaw sharp and cauld. 
Says Adam Gordon to his men. 
We maun draw to some hauld. 

(^) KeitU^s Catalogue, p. 563. ^ (h) Lurosden. 

(t) Crawford*8 Memoir^ p. 340, and Scots Magazine for 180S. 
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What haul^y wbal haii]^, mj tuetty mth, 

Shall our encampment be ? 
I tlusk wel9 go to Towie Houiiey . 

And see that Bar lacty. 
[[Each spurr'd his steed, nor slackM hii} speed, 

As hunters in ftdl cry, 
And soon the towert o( Towje Hduse 

Rose glancing td the eye.^ 

The lady from the turrets high 

Beheld baith dale and down, 
And there she saw a troop of men 

Fast riding to the town. 
O see ye not, my merry men> 

See ye Hot, what I see ; 
Methinks I see a troop of men. 

Who can their leader be ? 

She thought it was her ain dear lord, 

That she saw riding hame. 
It was the traitor, Adam Gordon, 

Who reck'd nor sin nor i^hame. 
O scarce, scarce had she decked herself. 

In scarf and silken gown, 
When Adam Gordon and his men 

Were close beside the town. 
[[She had not the table .well cover'd, 

Nor yet the grace well smd. 
When Adiun Gordon and his men ^ 

Were round about. the gate.3 
The la^y went to the high high tower. 

As fast as she could gae. 
To try With looks and speeches fmr 

His direst rage to stay. 
But when he saw the lady gay. 

The ports and windows fast. 
He foam*d and stonnM in deadly rage. 

With wrath he stood aghast. 
Come down to me, thou lady gay. 

Come down and speak to me ; v 

o 
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ThLs iiigtit ye shall He in my ann9> 

The. morn my bride shall be. 
[[Gie o'er your house, my Lady Campbell^ 

Gie o'er your house to jae^ 
As lang's my sword hangs by my side 

Thy warrant I will be.]] 
I winna come downy thou false Gordon^ 

111 never come down to thee^ 
in never forsake my ain dear Lord, 

Tho* he is far from me.^ 
[[I winna gie o*er my housei she said. 

To laird nor yet to loon. 
Nor yet to any rank robber 

That comes from Auehindown ; 
But gie tne^ Cluny, Craig, or GKght^ 

Or gie me young Lessmoir, 
And I'll gie o'er my bonny house* 

To any of the four,] 
Gie o*er your house, ye lady fair^ 

Gie o*er your house to me. 
Or I will burn yourself thereiu 

With ypur dear babies three, 
m never gie it, -thou false Gordon, 

To traitor loon like thee 
Though ye should burn myself therein. 

With my dear babies three. 
Begone, begone, thou false Gordon, 

I all your threats defy ; 
If ye do burn my babes and me. 

Thou by my lord shall die. 

But reach mj pistol, Glaud, my mah. 

And charge with speed my gun, 
If I kill not that savage dog, 

We will be all undone. 
She from the battlement took aim. 

And let twa bullets flee ; / 

Both miss*d the bloody tnutor's heart. 

One only graz'd his knee. 
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t^Then loud loud cried the false Gordon^ 

Inflam*d with vengefiil ire, 
False ladj ye shall rue this deed, 

As ye bum in the fire. 
O where are all my merry men, 

I lang paid meat and fee. 
Who will pull out the queinzie stane 

And let the flame go fr^e. 
He called quick to youngs John Stuart, , 

And a loud loud laugh gae he, 
Says haste pull out the queinzie stane 

And let the fire go free^ • 

Wae worth, wae worth thee, John, my man, 

I paid thee meat and fee, 
Why pull ye out my ground wall stane, 

Let's in the reek to me. 
Wae worth, wae worth ye, Jol^i, my maij, 
' I paid ye lang your hire. 
Why then pull out the queJnzJe stane 

To bum jfxe in the f&e* 
Ye paid my guerdon well, lady. 

Ye lang lang paid my fee ;' 
But now 1 m Adam Gordon's man. 

Can neither fleech nor flee. 
[[Then loud loud John McDonald cried, . 

And a waefu' man was he. 
Young Betty Murray's in her bower, 

She's great with child to me; 
Come jump, come jump, my Betty Murray, 

Jump o'er the wa' to me, 
1*11 save ye in my arms twa, 

One foot I will not flee. 
Oh no, oh no, the lady cried, 

Oh ho, that canna be. 
The best of a* her mother's children - 

May stay i' the bower \^i' me. 
, Then loud cried out ypung Jane Gordon, 

The laird's dear niece was she, 
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I will jump p*er the ca3tle wa\ 

Let "Fhomas Stuart get me* 
Oh DQ> oh no, the Iftdy saidi ^ 

This, this, can never he. 
The best o* a' her mother's babes 

Might stay i' the bower wi* me *] 

Loud, loud, cried out the bonny aom 

Stood at the nurse^s knees 
Grie o'er your house my mother deaf. 

The reek is smoring me* 
I would gie all my gold^ my child, 

My silver and mj fee^ 
For ae blast of the western wind. 

To blow the reek from thee. 

Loudyloudy cried out tlien Tbomaa Stuart^ 

My" lady come to me, 
1*11 catch you in my arms twa^ 

One foot I will not flee. 
Oh no, oh no> the lady said. 

Oh no, that canna be, 
For Adam Gordon's at the gate 

To make a quean of me. 
Before I were his queim the «ight| 

The mom at hk command, 
111 rather stay and bear the Dames 

Thfit bums both sharp and strong. 
Loud, loudf eried out tbevvylie nurse^ 

The babiq ou her knee, 
Gie o'er your house, mj mistress dear^ 

The reek is smoring me. 
O hold your tongue, ye wyfie nurse? 

Let a' your folly he^ 
And can ye not sit in the bower 

And bear the pain with me. 
. Loud, loud, cried out the bower wQ«^att> 

A wylie dame was she, 
Gie o'er your house, my lady Campbell, 

The reck is smorin<; me. 
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O hold your tongue nowj Betty Douglas 

I paid you meat and fee, 
Why will ye not sit in. the bower ^ 

And bear the fire with me* 
It sha'na be told to my good lord, 

The morn when he comes hame, 
His lady was bum'd wi' five children, 

Left nane to heir the land.^ 
Then loud cried out the daughter dear, 

She was both neat and small, 
' O row me in & pair of sheets, 

And let me o'er the walL 
They row*d her in a pair of sheets, 

And let her o*er the wall. 
But on the point of Gordon's spear 

She got a deadly fall. 

lovly, lovly, was her &ce, 

. Her cheeks were like the rose. 
And yellow was her ringlets fair 

Thro* which the red blood flows. 
He tum'd her o*er and o*er again, 

O but her face was white ; 

1 might have spar*d that bonny face. 

To have been some man's delight. , 
He tum*d her o er and o'er agmn, 

but her face was wan ; » 
He said ye are the first that ere 

1 wish'd alive again* 

Come back, come back, my merry men, 

> An' ill doom do I guess, 
I canna see that bonny face 

Lye pale upon the grass. 
[[Then Thomas Stuart turned rouhd. 

And loud, loud, laughed he ; 
It shall not be told at Auchindown 

A woman daunted me.]]^ 
Who looks to frets my master dear, 

Frets still will fbUow them ; 
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Shall It be said that Adam Gordon 

Was daunted by a dame* 
But when the ladj saw the flamts . ' 

Now bursting o'er her head. 
She tum'd and kiss*d her children dear. 

Then sunk among the dead. 
Then Gordon blew the shrill shrill horn^ 

And cried, away, away, 
Since Towie House is in a flame. 

We must no longer stay. 
' O sad, sad looked Towie's lord^ 

As he came o'er the lea, " ' ' ' 

He saw his castle in a flam^, 

As far as he could see. \ 

Then sighs arose, and tears distill'd. 

His heart was fraught with woe ; 
Put on, put on, my trustv men, 

As fast as ye can go* 
y Put on, put on, tsstj trusty men, 

And neither fleech nor flee ; 
'The man that's last at Towie House 

Shall never get good of me. 
Full fast they ran o'er hill and dale, 

Did neither stop nor stent ; 
But lang lang ere they reach'd the place 

Both lady and babes were burnt. 
He wrung his hands and tore his hairi 

And wept in grievous mood, 
Cried traitor, for this hellish deed^ 

Ye shall weep tears of blood. 
Then fast the Gordon he pursued, 

With many a bitter tear. 
And in false Gordon's reeking blood 

Reveng'd his lady dear. 

> I cannot omit making a few critical observations on this 
truly tragical ballad, and I hope not to infringe on the pa- 
tience of. my readers. . I am well assured that it is not tlie 
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original, from tbe many visible interpolations, some of which 
are here inserted, but the whole appears to claim respect and 
preservation, although stiff and uneven in the verse; yet it is 
denuded of the whimsical garb of superstition^ blended 
through many of the ancient songs. 

The metonymy of CorgarfF is found in ftU the traditional 
copies, but I have rejected the name and substituted Towie^ 
as it appears in all the printed cc^ies. With the many em- 
endations and interpolations, it carries a tautalogical same- 
ness, mixed with a small tincture of rhyme^ but cadence has 
only been intended. Stanza 32d is entirely rejected from the 
copy, and I Aink with propriety, as it debases the maternal 
feelings, and paints a frantic woman in the act of murdering 
her own offspring — 

haud your tongue, my only son, 
Let a* your folly be, 

I'll put you in the stand o*^ working ale. 
The reek shall not touch thee. 

The 40th stanza is also rejected^ as it evidently displays a 
mean garbled interpolation, added^ by some person well read 
in the bagnio, or some other book of like nature, as tlie 
stanza sets modesty at defiance, and holds up to view a 
woman endeavouring to indemnify all her losses by meretri« 
dous actions, were she at liberty. I know no other means 
a beautiful woman could acquire mojiey fo replenish the 
castle, on a bleak barren heath, denuded of all her clothing, 
as the words identify. 

^ If I were on Moor Vannich, 
With but my shift alane, 

1 would not fear to gather gear, 

To planish my house again. 

After this catastrophe, Alexander Forbes married Jane, 
daughter of John Forbes of Pieires, and had issue Arthur, 
John, Mackay, who died in Germany, Alexander, who died 
in 1580; and John the second son succeeded, as Arthur 
died in the wars. Jolm married Elisabeth, daughter, olf 
Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, and had a son, John, who 
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sue^e^ed, and married Margaret, daughter of Jbbii Sfnii'^ 
-het of Brodie : iisue, Alexander ; Arthur, called black 
Ardittr of Towie, attd Thomas. 

' Ir 164jOi the house of Towie failed ia the person of Alex- 
ander, and became the property of Alexander InUes.--^ 
Thomas married Isabella, daughter of William Lorimer, 
burgess in Aberdeen, and had William, Alexander, wlio esh* 
tered into holy orders, and Thomas, Bailiff in Aberdeen^ 
William married Jane, daughter of George Mdrrison of Pit-* 
four, ProTOst of Aberdeen in 1652: issue, William and 
Roderick. 

Adam Barclay was minister here in 1660. 

In the church-^yard is a large stone, 6 feet in .lengthy scalp 
tured with hieroglyphics. 

James Lumsden of Corrachree was parson in 1 770, and 
at his death was entombed at Towie, and afi aisle erected 
over him by his son Robert, with a tablet in the wall, with 
this inscription : 

^^ Here is interred Mr. James Lomsden of Corrachree, late Minister 
of the Gospel' at Towie, who died February 15^ 1777» aged 75 ; with 
Mary Grant, his Spouse, who died January 15, 1778, aged 77*'* 

On the outside h a stone, on which is eut, 

Conditdrum R. Lumsden de Corrachred. 

Robert wrote a burlesque comedy on a well known clergy- 
man, and some other pamplilets. 

Towie belonged to the Knights Templars. 

Eastward is Burgess's Mound, or the Pool of Fechley, a 
mound upwards of 60 feet high, and sortounded by a fosse, 
partly cut by nature, and aided by art. The breadth on the 
north is 41 feet, on the east and south, 12 feet; depth from 
8 to 35 feet; breadth of the mound on the summit, from 
^outh to nqrth, 127 feet, and from east to west, 200 feet: 
where stood a tower built of unhewn pebbles, and vitrified. 

Near this is Drummalachie, once held by a branch of the 
Forbes family, Duncan Forbes, second son of Alaster Cam 
Forbes, first of Brux, about the year 1420. Duncan mar- 
ried Elisabeth, daughter of John Crichton of Conland : issue. 
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WflUatn, Jofm, Jamey, parsoft of Porbe^, Aflliet, wfco- 
rnarried John Duguid ofAwcfeefjWvfr, Mi 4wd- afegftftrieft^ 
cbt|dr«n; and Alcsoaoder^ who >kt» pvcsented ^ithDnmi-'' 
inalachie. 

On the opposite side staiida Sonnfdiard». sc«t ot Atepcaiid^r, 
sw of J^n; FoclKiiif of Bfu^ Alexander mapi^^ Jaae, 
<^g^r of AJl^a^4ef Fofh^ qf Towicu 

^^r llii«' W Ca^^f^onlli^ seatr of WillLoKft Forbes,^ soaof 
J^fOJ^ foK\^ of ^uqhintpuj. WUl«vn m^rticd J^net,} 
dymgbter of Jf>hi): G^rioQU p£ Kinjst^ir s issii^ A]j^xan4eir. (^} 

liere I eo^ed |be upitad parj^sbe^ of I^^eochelL ivnd Cush- 
nie, whose valued rent is ^^1598 ISs. 4d.. ScolS4 To. thxu, 
pjifliCQ ];^longedr the parish of Coul, as is found in the etymo- 
logy, Les Chouli, i. e. part of Coul. There were i^ipe largi^ 
cairns in this country^ some of th^m removed ; one oa tte 
top of the hill of Cors^^ and the vestiga of an encampment. 
So9^ of the trenches ^r.e jet visible. Tradition makes it the, 
pl^ce vh^re either IVf^cduflT or Macbeth encamped,': ther^ 
are a, great many tumu^ ; under ai\e of tfie large ones has 
b^n foiyid $everal pieces of armour. (I] 

Cushnie, an old castle, seat of the Lumsden family. This 
plaice, belonged to the Leslies in 1050, before they went to 
Bal'cjvibain. 

The Lumsdens came from Conland in Pift^ about the 
middle of the fifteenth century. Robert Lumsden and Elisa- ^ 
beth Reid occupied the place in 1618, as appears by the 
arms on an old pannel, a chevron,, between two wolves heads, 
couped in chief, and an escallop in base, R. L. ; and on an- 
other pannel, a cross indented, E. R. 1618. 

Alexander Lumsden resided on the lands in the end of the 
nA and beginning of tlie 19th century, aft appears fkotn an 
an epi^h in the ehtirdi^yard of Cushaie. 

^Beibi^this lyes Alexander Lunasden, Lffir4 of €nsb. 
liki who. deputed tbiB. K& May 1, I7l4i, dnd oF age 70 
years; and also Elisabeth Leith, and David« Lumsden of 

(A) Lumsden'* Genealogry. (/) Play fan's n^QnifttieiLoi^SeotlAiitl^ Vol. 9* 

P 
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Qi^huiQf who departed this life Dess, 23^? lYlS^ and of f^ 
S9.; and also, Ludovick Lumsden/' 

''- Hoc lector tnmula tra cofitumulantur in uno oagiatH MataKf JUhu (%i# 
Pater, Mora janua wUe^ 

'Near this is another stone with tbi^ inscription r . 

" Within, behind this ston lyfes Thomas Lumsden of 
Lyn, who departed this lyfe June 19, 1706, and of age 59 
y^ars ; and also his spouse Margore Forbes, who departed 
this lyfe May 1, 1710, and of age 63 years; and William 
Lumsden ther soij, who departed Aprill 28, 1716, and of 
age 28 years,^ and three of ther grand-children Aleiien . 
Helien, and Helein." 

And on another stone is a memorial of a clergyman who 
ojfificiated there : . ' ' 

" In memory of The Reverend Francis Adam, who in a 
very exemplary manner for nearly 50 years discharged the 
duties of the pastoral office in this parish, much esteemed by 
all who knew him; he departed this life the 15. of March, 
1795, aged 90, and on his right side lies his spouse Mrs. 
Jane Thain, and on his left side his eldest s6n Johii Adam/* 

On another stone is this inscription : 

" Here lyes within this wall, the precious dust of the 
Reverend and excellent Mr. William Bidie, Minister of the 
Gospel at Cushney, who dper this lyfe, Feb. the 2, 1730, 
aged 38 years. , 

Wi^ll skilfd ia Rc^dexnption scbemei . 

Immanu^l was his darling theme. It. 

Meek, wise, an J harml^s, full of zeal. 

His lyfe the truths he preacli*d did seal.*' ' . ^ 

Cttshnie House was built in 1707; over the door ,are: 
the arms, quartered iirst and fourth, a chevrpn,. •between 
two wolves heads couped in chief, and a buckle ' ia b^se*— 
Iwijnisden. Secondhand third, a chevron, betweea tli.ifee fu-, 
sjls voided in base»— ^Leith, • - .. ' jr . , 

Crest. — Over a helmet, a dexter hand couped, armed 
with a <l«igger bend-ways. » • 
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Motto. — Dei done sum quod smtP-^By the bounties of God 
I am what I am. . • 

A little southward ;stands the villa of Haflliead, long in the 
possession of the Gordon family.. 

On the east is FouHs, long held iyy the Mowat .family : it 

then fell to the Earls of Mar, and afterwards to a branch of 

the Forbes family. John Forbes of Foulis was son'of Sjr 

• Harry Forbes of Logie: John had ason who held theiahds 

.of Bithnie, called James. 

. . Nm*th from this stood, the castle of Lenturk, reared in 
1^14 by John Stracban, who was exiled for a scandalous 
libel against Lord Forbes. Thy^mas Strachah of Lenturk 
married Jane, daughter of William Forb<3s of Little Kil- 
drummy. After John Strachan, it belonged tp the Irvine - 
family of the house of Drum, whb carried the arms at Drum* 
within a bordure vert. 

Crest. — A sheaf of holly, containing seven leaves budded 
of the first 

Motto. — Fideque per ennant. 

The castle is now razed, and the site barely known.' , ' 

" The twilight gloom amidst embow'ring woods 

She courts, and bending o'er some wizard stream, - ^ 

That winds among the ever mouldYmg heaps, 

Strcw'd by the touch of time from antique towers, 

And arches fretted with fantastic forms, 

She sits, the pensive genius of the scene ! 

Around her cell attentive stillness reigns ; 
'r The breezes sleep ; and o*er its pebbfy*. bed 

The shallow river bends its silent way ; 

Death siBems to triumph o'er the breathing world, 

Save where the bat from the dark ruin flits. 

Cleaving the night mist with his dusky wing. 

Nor there alone presides the mournful maid ; 

She loves to stray, and ponders as she strays, 
. Along the dreary monumental pile ; 
- * Where, from the Gothic roof, M'lth ivy bound. 

The whistling wind descends, and through the aisle 

Sweeps thclong hoarded dust, for ages heapM 
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^ ^ WP jrefor4 irf tte lHtt«H^4 ^kiid I 

Where the loath'd insect weaves its wily w^, 
Aiid spits &pl v^notn oa the sc^pter*d hand, 
Mocking the pride and p£^eantry of kings/' 

T^ ^i}4^ flow ]^\oQg to Petpr M^Combia, l^q. 

The chucoh stands on an ^minenc^,, and unites both tlie 
fitirishes; tfa« ^ipend is . j£2pO sterL and the schoolmaater*s 
balarj upwards of j650 sterling* The old churches are both 
unroofed, but the burial grounds are occupied. The old 
church of JLeochell is a little eastward from the present church. 

HaTiDg surveyed the place, I will point out a, few of the 
suUime epitaphs on the sculptured stones. The charnel 
Ii0us8 is fhe silent dormitory appointed for the reception of 
f the femains of mortality, when their career on earth is dos- 
fid. While we tread on these verdant mounds, a silent awe . 
envelopes the soul, to think how soon each elastic sinew will 
tfKrinkup, and the bones, now so fiill of marrow, will soon 
fail, and moulder to original dust. But, alas ! tliese ideas 
are often obliterated from the mind, and a flimsy levity oc- 
cupies Xh^ space. Nothing can be fo^nd in these w^s, but 
stones filled with bombastic ei^lpgiums, and hypo^a-itical jar- 
gon, that f\^e^. the fancy. On wh^t ? Oq ^n insignificant 
mirth, that obtri^de? an4 wnibW^^s every serious reflection. 
Some of ^^^s^ epitaph^ s^^U be giv^, ^ a sp^cinien of sub- 
limity ; and would t}^^$^ f^iy w^^ f^Wi U w£i^ld bi^ a transport 
to every person of ta^te. 

In many of these epit^bs, not only &ke orthography ap- 
pears, but grammar an4 common sepse ore set at defiance, 
and some of them i|r« near akin to blasphemy. How beau- 
tiful and sublime are the writings pf Beattie; Hervey, and 
Young, 6n the mansions of the dead, at the silent hour, when 
Luna illuminated their path, and placed in argent lustre over 
the dew pointed waving foilage, rising fVom, the verdant 
mound ; while a sacred emanation elevated their id^as beyond 
the regions of earth, wd every object indica,ted a I)eity : 

Th« HjQQn P^e^^'^g i" ajlvVj panppily ^ lig^^i 
An4 sc^tt Ymg ra^ind l^^r ioxitfttiw c|^y. 
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How lovely are the meditaticMiiy v^hsa no tiound pours on 
the ear but that sublime tranquillity in which even ereation 
seems to slumber, and ** teach the rustic moralist to die." 

Let variity adorn the marble tomb 
With trophies, rhymes, and scutcheons of renown, 
In the deep dungeon of some Gothic dome, 
Where night and desolation ever frown ; 
Miiie be the breezy hill that skirts the down, 
Where a green grassy turf is all I £raVe, 
With here and there a violet besttown, " * 

Fast by a brook or fountain's mimnuring wave, 
And many an ev'ning sun shine &weetly on my grave, (m) 
And these are cogitations for the church-yard walks. 
Pale twilight ! wrapp*d in melancholy grey, 
Th^ l adore I and all thy shad*wy. train : 
Thy taans that tremble on each bbssom'd spn^^ 
Thy breezy breath, that skims along the plain. (») 

But to retiirn : I shall give a $pecimen of d)urch«yard 
eloquence, and then proceed with the Tour. 
Here lyes P^ter MSaer a sober m9n% 
Who never us'd to curse nor ban, 
Elizabeth Smith she was his wife, 
He had no other all hjs life. 

He died in July 1784. 
Years 53 was her life time. 
With Robt and Jean their children dear ; . 
And Elizabeth Milner, and Janet Frazer^ 
Their grand children. 
In Rumlie they lived just neir by, 
* And in this place their dust doth lie. 

Fronting this is the aisle of Craiglevar and Corse; it has 
no inseription, but on ^ stone in the church wall is the fol- 
lowing bombastic eulogium : 

M(n:s Janua Vitar. 
In finer dust below this marble Hes, 
Ta Go3 a spotlesa early sacvtfice, 

(if) jpi|fiitti«*K Miastra (») ADgeUiVt vol. I. 
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;, < . AV'Jiose rites ^KitHj^ pieasur^ were peHbna d bir breath/ ' ' 
.Jis tribute duei she oifer'd uata death ; 
And kindly - thank t that- Monarch who* uabar*d 
The Goldn gaits, within whose walls was hard. 
Ten thousand times ten thousand angels say, . * 

Welcome thou little saint, praj come away ; 
ThoU*rt fix'd upon our instrument a string, 
Sweetly to tune those notes— death wher*s thy sting ? 
And hencefurth gtile him hir Almighty king. 

Agnes Garrloch, Bridge end, who deprd this lyfe -in. the, year 1724, 
and of hir pilgrimage the 24i year. • ^ 
Be faithful to the end, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

She was daughter of James Garriocb, of the Hoiise^of 
Kinstair. 

Arms. — Azure, a bend between a stag's head^ cooped in 
chief, argent ; attired oi:, and three cross croslets fitched ia 
base. 

Crest — A tree issuant from a mound, adorned witli tre- 
foils proper. 

Motto. — Concussis Surgo — (I will rise though shaken down.) 

Opposite thijs is Knock Konnoch,*/. c. Kenneth's Knoll, 
seat of James Forbes, second son of Sir John Forbes of 
Craigievar. James married Mary Balfour, and had issue 
six, children. He was succeeded, in 1693, by Robert his 
eldest son. 

Near this is the House of Campbell, anciieut seat of a 
branch of the Forbes family. John Forbes, first, of Camp- 
bell, son of Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, married Jane, 
daughter of George Skene of Skene: issue, Duncan who 
succeeded, and married Elisabeth, daughter of William For- 
bes of Corse, and had issue Patrick, Willium, and John. 
William married Elisabeth, daughter of the Rev. John For- 
bes of Kincardine O'Neil; John married Jane, daughter 
also to the Rev. John Forbes ; issue, Duncan, who had six 
daughters by his marriage. .AgTies, the second daughter, 
married Cajitain Patrick Murray of Auchenhove.; Margaret 
nuirried John Ker of Culquhcigh ; Isabella married Thomas 
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Foi4)e$ of Sciplingbrte; Jane maiTied Tfaontts-H^ndfersAnr 
Janet married John Doiij^l of TuUoch ; and Maijony •mar'^ 
ried the Rev. John Dallas of Tanne. (o) 

The Parspn of Kincfirdme was called Baron O'Nal, and 
bctfla stipend. of 4000 raerks, 1 340 with the tdnds, aiid>sa- 
petlorieti^s .of 24 ploughs of land, and .the customs of se* 
Veiral. faks. {/>) 

Near this is tlte old castle of Corse, seat of the Forbes fit- 
mily. James, second Lord Forbes, who flourisl^ed in diia 
Ireign of James IL had by his spouse,. Egilia Keith, daiighter 
of William Kdtti^ ^Earl Marischal of Scotland, three sons « 
the 'eldest' was William, his successor ; Patrick, first ' of 
Ctirae; knd Duncan, first of Monyinusk, from whom de»« 
beaded Kilmuck, .Haughton, LesU^ &c. Patrick was) ar^ 
noiir-thearer to Jam^lII. which is elucidated by a chart&k 
6rom tlsaJt monarch to our beloved servant and armi>iif-beareir^ 
Patrick Forbes, brotiier german by relation to Wiliiam, 
Lbrd'Forbes : we here, for his fidelity and services^ :gnant 
to. bkni and bis successors, the lands and barony of 0'!^j(eil^ 
con^rehending the lands of Kincraigie and .Coul, by cliar*^ 
terS| dated 1476« (q) The lands of Corse, and these char^^ 
"ters, were confirmed by a charter under the great seal, Octo4 
ber ID^ 14B2. (r) 

In the year 1451, the privilege of the universite of. Glas« 
gow come. to. Glasgow, tlirow the instahce of ^iag Jiimes 
the Secund, and throw, instigacioun of Mastar WiUiaih 
Tumbull, tliat tyme. Biscbop of ..Glasgow, and, was j. pro* 
claimit.at the Croce- of Glasgow, on the Trinit:e Sondajy^ 
the XX day of Jdtie. And on the mome thar war cryi|: an^ 
gret indulgence gevtu to Glasxx>w, at the request of thwm ' 
forsaid, be Pap . Nycholas,* as it war the yer of grace^^ and 
with' all indulgens'that tliai inycht h&f in.Rome, contemmd 
iiii monethis, begynnanH l;he IX day of Julii,. and durand 
totfaex day. of November, (s) . ..: » . w ji 



(o) Luinsdun's Genealogy, p. 17. (/>) Douglas' Tour, p. 187. 

(y) Douglas' Peerage, p. 216. (r) Baronage of Scotland, p. 77. 

(.*) Keith's Catalogue, T).' 67 li ' "^ '. 
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Ift IM99 thtat wAt am viobt gnel ii«notiipe maiil in Fyff 
bo iihir ponwnis, the IBM of Crawfiird, James of Living, 
toun, that tyme keepar to the King, and Capkane fjf Striv^ 
ling, th% Ogiibeis all, Robert Reach the kurd of Kaydoch, 
aod iidiir ayndry. And thb herohippe was made pn SsoMfh 
ttudf ois laod be the nudst force. Apd incontinent aftm^ Blik 
chope James Kennedy cursed solempnitlie with inyter and 
alafy huka and candill, contynually a yer, and interdytie all 
the placls <|ahar thir pers^nis waiu (i) • . 

. Ill 1484 di^^ Richard II L ^t the battle of BoswoPth, t^ 
waa auece^qd by Henry VII. on the 22d of Augnstr 

In 1509 died I^enfy VIL and his son Henry ¥111^. suo^ 
oeaded to. the erown, who was born at Greenwich, Jun^^M^ 
1^1. Duisng. the eeiga of Henvy VIL of England^ and 
James IV. of Scotland, a young man, named Perkso^ g*v* 
(dmself €M»t as the real Duke of York) and beif to diecrovil 
^England, aad gained many friends; came to EdijdittKgk 
daiiQing the auxiliary arm of James to asseit his viglit to the 
throne, and was honourabtjr received by the* Scottish nson* 
arch^ who. gave him ^ wife Lady Catbari^ daughtiiD of 
Geo]]g8» Bavl of Hundy ; so weli Perkii> acted' the impoa* 
tor. ^ 

David Forbes succeeded his father, and received a ehastar 
from. Jamea iV. on the kn^s of Kincniigie, April S6v 1^506, 
ami Ccf se^ with the mills thereof. t]e married E&abetl^ 
daughter of Patrick Paater,^ Esiq. of Newman&w^s,. neat 
Mof trose, and had Patrick. P&trick succeeded, and raai- 
|ied Marjory, daughter^ of Robert Lumsden of Cushnie ; 
i^mie^. William, hia successor, and Patrick x^ Bil^jue, wiko 
mikr&ied Elisabeth, daughter of Buncan ForiM;^, of €ttlt9| 
JotM3» audi Arthur, Ana mariied Jokn Garrioch of Kinsitair; 
V JEwltfi marri^ Charfes Irvine of Beltie ;^ Mavii^ maroiecl VI^L- 
tfir Cnrwax of Inchdure;. Murgaret married Walter, fiftrohiy 
of Drumdalgie ; and Janet married WilUan LeitlLofWlutei- 
haugh. 



{t) K«itb*s Catalogue/ |^, 5^8. (k;) l^stoyy of England, p. 978. 



lit 

.William-suoceeded his father, and married piisabeih^. 
daughter of Alekandei" Strachair of Thornton, who claimed 
fchief of that name ; issue, Patrick, his successor ; Wiliianij 
first of Craigievar -John, who went to Holland ; Sir Arthut", 
afterwards Lofd Forbes of Castle Forbes in Ireland; Alex* 
ander ; James ; Margaret married Sir Andrew Mitchell of 
Thainston; Agnes married the Rev. Robert Forbes, Prior " 
of Monymusk ; Jane married John Farquharson of Norami 
Elisabeth married Dunean Forbes of Campbell ; Mary mar^ 
ried Alexander Ogilvie of Kildarie. (^) 

In 154?2, aflame was kindled between Scotland and Eng*- 
iand, and commissioners were dispatched from both nations 
to view the boundaries of both kingdoms,, when a contention 
arose about a piece of ground, which occasioned war. Henry 
immediately prepared an army, and sent it into Scotland, 
under the command of the Duke of Norfolk, accompanied 
by the Earls of Shrewsbury, Derby, Cumberland, Surry, 
Hartford, Angusj and Rutland, whx) passed the English 
marches, and committed great havoc in Scotland. Jaipes, 
King of Scotland, raised an army^ of 35,000 soldiers, and en- 
camped at Fallow Muir, and intended to give battle, which 
the Duke was willing to avoid, and crossing the Tweed, 
marched for England ; but sustained a great loss by the cou- 
rageous pursuit of the Earl of Huntly. King James resolved 
to indemnify the Scots* losses with English spoils, and fol- 
low^ the Duke. The Scottish nobility endeavoured to dis- 
suade his Majesty, but all proved futile and of no avail : he 
went forward, and moving Lond Maxwell, Lord Warden of 
the west borders, with many other men of power, to invade 
England, who assented, and passing the river Esk, commit- 
ted some depredations upon the western borders. On this, 
Thomas Dacres and Jphn Musgrave sent word to Thomas 
Wharton, Lord Warden for the King on the west marches ; 
but the Scots advancing, th«y were forced tp the field before 
Lord Wharton arrived, and from their small battalion left a 

(j) Barohage, p. 77. . s 
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company on the hilh The Scots, flushed with hope, rnsheil 
forward, but were soon daunted on seeing the men, and 
thought that the Lord Wharton had assembled his corps, or 
that the Duke of Norfolk, with a great army, was come as 
an auxiliary. Whereupon they began to hold council how 
to act, and to know who was deputed Lieutenant by the* 
King. Oliver Sinclair was then elevated upon the shoulders 
of two men, and shewn as the King's Commissioner, and 
General by appointment: on which the Lords were chagrin- 
ed, and suffered themselves to be vanquished and made pri- ^ 
soners, Noveml>er 24, at .a place called Solway Moss, near 
Carlisle. On the news of this loss, and the birth of an in- 
fant daughter, his Majesty gave himself up to grle^ and died 
December the 14;th. {t/) 

Patrick Forbes succeeded icy the land of Corse. . He was 
born in 1564, and was a man of grejit le^ning^ remarkable 
piety, singular integrity and merit, and was 1 7 years Bishop 
of Aberdeen. He. married Lucretia Spence, of Wolmerton, 
in Fife; issue» William and John. Patrick was one of the 
greatest ornaments of the reformed church, and died in 1635* 

iz) : . 

Aprils, 1635, the quhilk day the Provest, Baillies, and 
Counsall, ordainis the tounes haill tuelffpeice of ordinance to 
be shot the morne, at the buriall of umq'U Patrick, late 
Bishop of Aberdeine, in testimonie of thair affectioun and 
deserveit respect to him ; thairof tlirie piece to be shot at the 
lifting of the corps out"^ of the cbepell on the Castel hill, and 
the other nyne to be shot how sone the buriall passes by the 
tounes merche at the Spiiill hill, and thaireftir the sai<^ haill 
ordinance to be ehairgit and shot of new againe, at the in« 
terringofthe corps ;. and the haill bellis to be tollit during 
, thatjlk time ; lyke.as they appoint Walter Robertsone, dean 
of gild, to caus mak in redines the said ordinance to the effect 
foirsaid, and what he deburses thair upon sail be allowittc^ 
him in his comptis. 

^ (y) History of England, p. 1018. (z) Baronage p. 77. 
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Portraits of this Bishop are in Marischal College, Abcr*' 
deen, and at Fintray House, (a) 

William Forbes succeeded as sixth of Corse, but died 
without issue, when the lands devolved on his brother John, 
twho succeeded as seventh of Corse. He married a Dutch 
lady, and had issue George, who married Jane Kennedy, 
and had issue ; but the male line of Corse 'became extinct in 
the person of William, and the representation devolved on 
the House of Craigievar, (b) 

1638, February, eight of Gilderoy's men came and plun- 
dered the castles of Cor^e and Craigievar ; but they were 
taken, and seven of them hanged. 

The castle is now in ruins, and over the door are W. F. 

e:s. 1581. 

Craigievar, t\ e. Rock of Mar, an old castle yet in repair, 
ancient seat of the Mortimer family ; the founder of whom, 
as the legend represents, was Bernard Mortimer, who made 
a traffic t)f eggs to the city of Aberdeen. On one of his " 

, voyages to Aberdeeh, with his commodity, he heard the bell- 
man announce the cargo of a vessel for sale, and Mortimer 

- being of an enterprising spirit^ went and bargained for the 
whole cargo, and a day was fixed on for payment Mor- 
timer now retired to his lodging, reflecting on his rash ad- 
venture, aAd ruminating in what manner he ivould dispose of 
the cargo, and settle the bond. The Captain, on the other 
hand, imagined that he was ruined, sent his mate to Mor^ 
timer's lodging to inquire into his fcircumstances. Mortimer 
wasi seated at a repast of the Scottish fare, u e, Bros^, in a 
wooden bowl on his knees, when the mate entered. Some 
complimentary ceremonies were e^cchanged, and the mate re- 
turned to the Captain, and told him that he had sold the 
cargo to an opulent merchant, for on my entrance to his 
room, he was seated at dinner, at so superb a table, that he 
would not sell the standards for j£5000. ;.ivhich account sa- 
tisfied the Captain. Mortimer soon sold ofi^ the cargo, paid 

(a) Keith 9 Ct^ialogue, p. 564. (6) Beuronagei p. 77*. 
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must have been towards the Ifltter end of the 14fth century,, 
as J. find, in 1400, he was Baron of Craigievar. He mar- 
ried, in 1419, Isabella his daughter to Andrew Leslie, Ba- 
ron of Balquhain. 

Roger Mortimer founded th^ castle in 1612, but the lands . 
were sold off before it was. completed: his daughter, Jane,, 
married James Forbes of Corsindae,^ and Roger purchased 
land near Kincardine O'Neil. 

Arms.— Argent, a lion rampant sable, gutte d'or. 
Crest— A passion cross, proper^ ' 

Motto.— Aequirit qui tuetur. 

Patrick Forbes of Corse, Bishop of ^Aberdeen, had two 
younger brothers, William, the eldest, entered into busi- 
nessj but was very unsiticcessful. The Bishop had frequent- 
ly supplied him with' money, but at last b^gan to weary*' 
William, upon an emergency, applied to his brotlier for 
1000 merks, and expecting a denial, told him, that he 
would find a suflScient surety to sign the bond. Well, said 
the Bishop, in that case, I shall endeavour to find the sum^ 
wanted, and they departed. William came at the day ap- 
pointed, and asked the money. Well, said Patrick^ where 
}s your surety ? God Almighty is the only security I have 
tp offer. Well, William, said the Bishop, as it is the first 
time hfi was offered, I cannot refuse, and I hope the money 
yriil do yoii good. - 

, WiUiam, p^ receiving the money, embarked for Dantzic, 
»nd the|*e he assiduously applied tp business, and in a short 
time realized a handsome fortune ; and having married a lady 
in that coujitry, returned to Scotland, and purchased the 
Jands of Menny, (c) aqd was long designed by that title* 
]He then purchased Craigieyar, which has been the chief titlQ 
of the family ever since; and having received his educatiou 
in Edinburgh, and applied himselftp lousiness and commerce, 
soon acquired a considerable estate Ui the mercantile way, 

Jc) MitcheH's ScptiiDiaQ''8 Library,', 
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uhicli appears by no fewer than five Charters, under th^ 
Great Seal, on different Lands and Baronies. 

I. To Mr. William Forbes, burgher in Edinburgh, on 
the barony, with the mill on the lands of Menhy, Cowhill 
Alter Seat, &G. all in the couqty of Aberdeen, February ll' 
1607. 

II. To Mr. William Forbes of Menny, on the mansion 
place ; also, the Rectory of Kincardine, with the adjacent 
lands, Feb. 24, 1608. 

III. To Mr. William Forbes of Menny, on the lands and 
barony of Craigievar, Feb. 16, 1610. 

IV. To Mr. William Forbes, and Margaret Udwffrd his 
spouse, and William their son, on the lands and barony of 

. Auchtertoul, in the county of Fife,. Feb. 6, .1617. 

V. To Mr. William Forbes, sometime of Menny, now of 
Craigievar, on the lands and barony of Finhaven and Car- 
riston, with the advocation to the church of Finhaven, in the 
barony of Carriston, county of Forfar, July 13, 1619. ' 

By the said Margaret Udward, daughter of Provost Ud- 
ward in Edinburgh, he had William, his successol- ; Robert 
of Newton; John, parson of Kincardine; and James, (d) 

William succeeded his father, and purchased the lands of 
Fintray, where the family have long resided. He married 
^Bartha Murray, and had issue. He received two Charters 
under the Great Seal. To Mr. William Forbes, and John 
his son, on the lands and barony of Saltoun gnd Glencoi^e 
with the mill and lands of Logic, Fintray, &c. &c. in the 
counties of Fife, Haddington, Edinburgh, Banff, and Aber- 
d^en, in 1625. He afterwards received a Charter, under 
the Great Seal, on the lands of MoHny, dated June 27, 
1642; and received the honour of Knighthood, April 20,' 
1630. He completed the castle in 1628. 

The internal walls display ancient grandeur. The Baro- 
nial Hall, or dining room, appears solemn and magnificent • - 
over the fire place are the arms of the three kingdoms, quar' 



(rf) Baronage, p. 77. 
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tered with those of France, On the roof is the date, 1626, 
and a number of busts in profile, and front views ornamented 
with devices and foilage : among the lieads are, the Royal 
Psalmist striking the harp ; Alexander Magnus ; Alexander 
L; Jovianus, Roma Dux; Hector of Troy; Echus, Dux 
Scotorum ; Tarquinus Lucretius, Roma Rex,, with many 
others; and a cross patee between three estoiles — also, cres-. 
cent, surmounted of a star, with the initials W. M. and 
three bears' heads couped, muzzled, and a cross patee, M. 
W. F. " Salva Mea Christus^^ and *^ Post t&nebras spero 
focm,1612." 

The ceilings of the otl^er rooms contain also sculpture and 
foilage, with some paintings, John and Bishop Patrick, 
Blenheim House, &c. and in the drawing room is the date, 
1625, and the arms, afesse cheque surmounted of a crescent, 
and three battle axes in base. 

Crest. — A dexter hand couped, armed with a battle axe 
proper; initials W. F. 

There are several pieces of old armour, &c. 

On the stair case is, within a bordure, a chevron between 
three bcJars' heads couped, charged with a crescent ; rounc} 
the edge is, " Doe not vacken sleeping dogs^ 1668*'* 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Then ta^wh the harp^ and o'er the chofds 

Sn^eep the taper fingers. Let the maiden 

la her song siog of heroei, and their matchless feats^ 

And vhen the goblet circles the board, Jet the noble ' 

Barons be remembered, qntil the walls of Craigievar 

Sound in echo, and woods repay the theme* 

Of Grahams, gallant Gordons^ whose ^ats are trapacend^aL 

The minstrels have echoed, in cadence sublime; 

And on Forbes* brow may the laurels resplendent 

Hourish and blow till the closing of time. 



Sm William Forbes was closely engaged in the atF&irB 
of Parliament, from the death of Charles I. in Dec, 164&9 
until the restoration of Charles IL in 1660. He was em- 
ployed on the Parliament side in the reign pf Charles I. and 
was appointed one of the committee for stating the national 
debt, and one of the commissioners for planting of kirks and 
valuation of teinds, 1641 ; and also, one of the commissioners 
for conserving the Rippon treaty, and ordered to secure de*- 
serters in Aberdeenshire, &c. inl64j4. {e) 

Augusts, 1638, John Dugar and his kern banditti des- 
cended and plundered the lands of Corse and Craigievar. (f) 
But the Lady of Craigievar refused to give up their ti^easure; 
on which the kern took Sir William ^d bound him, and 
carried Kim to the castle of^ Asloune, and there suspended 
him from the gate, and would have soon ended his pilgrimage, 
had not the Lady oppOrtimely come and gave up the money, 
upon which he was relieved. 

' Jan. 14, 1639, Sir William Forbes, and others of the 
namej met at Monymusk, whom the Marquis, of Hundy 
wanted to disperse, and wrote for Forbes of Monymusk to 

(e) Baronage, p. 77. (/) Spalding* 
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attend ; but 4ll refused to obey the command, but Forbes of 
Brux. ig) ' ^ 

August 15^1644?, Sir William Forbes went to the castle 
" of Hart Hill, in the Garioch, seat of John Leith, who was 
prisoner in Edinburgh, and taking his lady, children, and 
domestics, tied them to the gate of the castle, and shot them. 
(A) Sir Wiiliam was appointed oue of the-XDomraittee of 
Estates in 1645, and also one of the Commissioners for-sell- , 
ing malignant estates in 1646, and Sheriff of Aberdeen in 
1647, and married Bartha, daughter of Sir Archibald 
Murray of Black Barony ; isSue, Sir John, William, and 
three daughters. Sir John succeeded, and married Mar- 
garet Young, and had issue William; Patrick of Balfour; 
James oF Foulis ; Robert of Anchenhove ; Francis; John of 
Kincardine ; and three daughters, llobert Forbes, tutor of 
Craigievar, married Margaret, daughterof Alexander Lind- 
say of Mearn. (i) 

In 1649, when the insurrection in Scotland waxed strong, 
Middleton, Gordon, and Monro, assembled some forces, 
and seized the castle of Inverness; but the Parliament having 
received information of their design, had also raised forces, 
which were instantly to march to the north, under tjie com- 
mand of Strachan and Ker, to disperse the mutineers before 
they could assemble, (k) This was during the interregnum, 
or commonwealth of England, which was a period of confu- 
sion, from the martyrdom of Charles I. until the restoration 
of Charles II. whose friends were still employed in making 
way for his ascending the throne, and were, often engaged in 
wars. 

The Marquis of Montrose, after taking leave of the King 
at the Hague, went to the north of Germany, to attempt 
raising men and money, as they gave hkn no other assistance 
but a bare commission. His Danish Majesty, on considera- 
tion of his affinity to Charles, furnished himwith some money, 

{ff) Spttlding^. (A) Ibkl. (i) Baronage, p. 77. 

(A). Rapia, vol. 18. p. SO. 
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i^ml the Eagtish who W^re settled in Sweeten assisted him all x 
theycould, and with these supji^ies be found himself enabled 
to purchase aknmunition and aripd^ and to inlist 500 scddiers^ 
which he sent to the Orkneys, and followed them himsdf m 
Aprils and then marched to Caithness with his ti^oops, at the 
time the Scottish CoQfimissioners were with Charles at. Breda. 
* After Montrose arrived at Caithness, besetted that eastle 
for holding his arms and ammunition^ apd published his mai^ 
nifesto, in ^ which he set forth, that he was come from the 
King with his commission to protect his good subjects, but 
with no design to obstruct the negociation at ^Breda ; on the 
contrary, he hoped to hasten the conclusioh of it by means 
of his army^ aiid if the treaty succeeded, he should without 
any difficulty lay down his arms, on the first command from 
bis Majesty. 

The Scottish Parliament, then sitting at Edinburgh, was 
surprised to hear of the arrival Of Montrose with a commis- 
sion at that conjuncture, and it was not difficult to compre- 
hend, that whatever he pretended, this was not the way to for- 
ward the treaty, but ratherto obstruct it, and force the Par- 
liament to desist from conditions which they judged so neces- 
sary for the safety of the kingdom. It may well be imagined, 
that this step gave no favourable opinion of the sincerity of 
Charles. . ^ 

Meantime, as Montrose was not to be neglected, when it 
was remembered what his success had formerly been in the 
service of the late King, the Parliament gave, orders for rais-< 
ing an army of 6000 men, under the command of D^vid 
Leslie ;v and until this army was ready, Colonel Strachan 
was detached with 800 horse to march north, in order to 
keep the country in awe, and prevent the friends of Charles^ 
from joining with Montrose, This precaution had a surpris- 
ing effect, as the King's friends were afraid of falling into the 
bands of this cavalry, or dreaded the approach of the 6000 
men, which were to follow, and made no effijrts ; consequently 
Montrose received no assistance but from his own miserably 
armed, and worse disciplined highlanders — and his small 
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a(¥iny, if it deserved that name, composed of soldiers of cKfc 
ferent nations, strangers to the languagfe of each other, and 
brought into a barren country, was in no condition to make 
great progress. Besides, as Montrose had no horse to tra- 
verse the country and brii^g him intelligence, he was uniic-> 
quainted with what was acting in other place$, and particu- 
larly of Straehan's march, in vain expecting the King's ad- 
herents to come and join him. To this was owjng his being 
suiprised by Straehan's Imndful of men, which, after a Jong 
march,^ uniexpe^tedly attacked him. At the sight of the ene- 
my the highlanders fied ; the foreigners made some resist-* 
ance, but in the end were vanquished. ^ ^ . 

The Marquis was forced to flee, threw away his George 
and. Ribbon, and to prevent discovery took the habit of a 
peasant. He wandered several days in this habit, and at last, 
threw himself into the hands of a gentleman najned Aston, 
who had formerly served under him, and promFsed him con- 
cealment. But whether the hope of the reward, or fear of 
punishment for concealing him, he delivered bim into the 
, hands of Leslie, who itnmediately sent him to Edinburgh. % 
The Parliament resolved to try him ; and as, since his der 
gradation, lie went by no other name than that of James ^ 
Graham, was universally hated, and no regard paid to his 
birth, he was sentenced to be hanged on a gibbet 30 feet 
high, and after his death his head to be taken pifand placed 
on Edinburgh jail, and his arms and legs sent to four differ- 
ent cities. Thus died that extraordinary man, May 21, 1650. 

The English prepared an army to act agaihs^t Scotland, on 
which the Scots raised also an army, under tlie command of' 
David Leslie, who pitched his camp between Leith and Edin- 
burgh. In July, Cromwell put himself at the head of an 
arriiy of 19,000 meuj and marched to the frontiers of Scot- 
land, where he published his manifesto. As the Scots lay 
near Edinburgh, he met Uttle ^obstruction on his entrance 
into Scotland; but asjie marched, he found the country de- 
pojwkted, and every thing of ammunition conveyed off, so 
that he was obliged to support his army with. provisions from 
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lh<3 fleet ; liut yet he advanced^ near to the en^my, whom he 
found firmly entrenched^ and could not attack them. He. 
then took the resolution of marching towards Musselburgh ; 
thereupon Leslie detached a large body of horse which felh 
upon the rear of the English, commanded by Lambert, with ^ 
advantage. A sharp engagement commepccd on the morrow, 
in which the Scots vanquished sQm« of the English regiments, 
but were at last driven back to their camp with great Ip^s. 
After thia success, Cromwell once more attempted to draw 
the Scots from their entrenchments, but his ^very endeavour 
was frustrated. At last, after the armies had fronted each 
other for some weeks, Cromwell was compelled to retire for 
want of forage-: his design was to put the foot on board the 
.^et, and return to England himself with the horse. For 
this purpose, he s^rcbed towards Dunbar, where they lay 
in wait for hini« with a much, diminished army,* being nov/ 
reduced to 12,000 inea. 

The Scot* apprised of this marchi and thinking the Eng^ 
lish fled for fear, and that a favourable opportunity offered, 
quitted their station, pursued the ^nerny, and the first day 
^nqamped within a mile of Dunbai*, so that Cromwell found 
it impossible to embark his troops without an exposure pf 
l>eiQg vanquished. General Leslie imagined, that the Eng< 
lish were not to be attacked, and waited for a more advanta- 
geous opportunity for engagement : but the clamours of tl}e- 
clergy he had in his army were loud, and by their pretended 
revelation ensured victory, and obliged him to march to u 
n^rer station. Cromwell observed this mancjpuvre, and 
.seeing the Scots descend from the hill, gaye ja shoqt and ex- 
claimed — St. George and England, God has delivered thein 
into our hands. He then ordered prayers to be said through^ 
out the camp, and told many of his officers, that while he 
was engaged in prayer, he felt ^uch a composure of mind, 
that he was assured victory would that day crown their arms. 
This he imagined or said to inspire his soldiers with cou- 
rage, as many of them were, fanatics. The batlalions front- 
ed one another that day, and Leslie still found some cause to 
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dday the fight, but Croinivell seized the opportunity to rush 
on the Scots early in the morning, as it was his ma^im in 
war, never to expect but to set forward. ' This resolution 
taken, he drew up his army in the night, and began the 
attack by sun-rise. At first, the Scots cavalry on the 
right behaved strenuously, but at last were put to flight, 
and the left wing fled without sustaining a charge. Three 
Scots regiments fought with such bravery, that most of them 
lay dead upon the field ; but the rest perceiving they ^were 
deserted by the horse, fled in confusion, and victory favoured 
the English. The Scots lost SOOOmen, and 8000 were 
made prisoners, and Cromwell became master of Leith ami 
Edinburgh. (/) 

Charles 11. was crowned at Scone, January 1, 1650, and 
tlie Scots raised an army, which was e7)uipped In the be- , 
ginning of Junej before Cromwell could take the field for 
want of forage. The Scottish army contained 15,000 foot 
and SOOO horse, beaded by his Majesty in person, dnd Ge- 
neral' Leslie; but as they were mostly recruits, the King 
judged it improper to go in ^search of Cromwell, who was at 
the head of disciplified troops. He theiTefore posted him- 
self at Toi-woodj between Edinburgh and Stirling, in a mofet 
advantageous situation, having behind him a large deep river, 

' and the passes well secured, which gave him an opportimity 
of bringing provisions from Fife, when tlie country was wast-^ 

~ ed before him. ^ - 

Cromwell drew up his krmy, and marched with an inteil-:^ 
tion to give the King battle; but he found him so firmly %n« 
trenched, that he saw it would' be improper to attack, and 
the armies lay encamped for six weeks without any action, as 
last year's experience had taught the Scots more circumspee* 
tion, Cromwell found a diflicuky in obtaining provisions^ 
while the King was well supplied from Fife^ and he resolved 
to make an attempt to deprive the King of this advantage ; 
for he plainly saw that Charles had it in his pqwar to pro- 

(/) Rapin, vol xiii. j», 53^ 
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erastinate a battle as long as he pleased, and also oblige him 
to spend the whole campaign in. indolence. With this de^ 
sign, he detached 1600 men, under Colonel Overton, who * 
marched for Edinburgh, to a place where they found boatsy 
passed the Frith, and landed in Fife. This detachment was 
followed by Lambert, at the head of a more formidable 
army ; at the same time Cromwellj with the main body, ad- 
vanced to his Majesty's entrenchments, as if he intended to- 
attack him, in order - to preveijt any detachment from the ^ 
King's army, which might oppose the landing of his troops* 
As soon as Charles was informed that the English were land^ 
cd in the .county of Fife, he detaghed Major General Brown, 
with 4000 men, to give I hem battle, and they canie to an 
engagement, but Brown was i-outed. By this victory, Crom- 
well found himself enabled to transport hii^ whole army to 
Fife, and by' that means cut off all his Majesty's supplies 
from that county. It was a grand manoeuvre of Cromwel},' 
to put the King under the necessity lof quitting a post where 
he could liot be attacked, and at the same time made it im« 
possible for him to fight him, as there was a broad river be-^ 
tween the armies, which joined Loch -Lomond to the Frith 
of Edinburffh. Charles indeed might have passed the wa- 
ter, as he had command of all the passes ; but he thought it 
improper to pursue Cromwell, who was now too far ofi^ and 
having taken Perth, he threatened Stirling. Charies, on the 
^ contrary, took a sudden resolution of marching into £ng. 
land, as he saw nothing before to oppose him, * and he was^ 
glad that Cromwell had opened so convenient a passac^e. 
He saw himself at the bead of 1B,000 men, and doubted, not 
but they would be increased when he entered England, from 
the presbyterians aiwj royalists. The Marqtiis of Argyle en- 
deavoured to oppose this design, but was put under arrest- 
and the Marquis was left in Scotland, and Charles began his 
march for Carlirie, and reached England on the 6th of Au- 
gust, where he caused himself be proclaimed by his army. 

While General Leslie lay encamped n^ar Edinburgh, he 
was vanquished by Colonel Lilburn with ten troops of horse 
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wliich were bronglit from York to aid CroumeU^, and it was 
with great difficulty that the Earl made his escape back to 
his Majesty after this defeat. The Lord Middleton.andSir 
Jamei^ Tildesly were slain, and this loss discouraged the friends 
of Charles from joining his standard, August 25, 165L 

At last, Charles arrived at Worcester, where J;he magis-^ 
trates received him honourably, - and proclaimed him with 
great solemnity. Here he resolved to refresh bis army, as 
his soldiers wore fatigued; but proljably his design was to 
march for London, as soon as he had received the wisbed-for 
. reinforcement. But, on the contrary, he saw his troops 
greatly diminished by ^desertion, so that he was reduced to 
19,000 men, and his prospect of aid. We may rest assured, 
that liis Majesty found he was uiiabte to proceed farther, and 
that he thought the vicinity of Worcester the most capable to 
keep him on the defensive, should he be attacked^ While 
bis Majesty lay at this place, Cromwell w^ marching there 
with his assembled troops^ and trained militia of the north, 
arid encamped near Worcester, with the resolution to stand 
on the defensive. Before Cromwell att&cked the King's 
annyi he resolved to make a diversion on the other side of 
the Severn, and for this purpose he detached Lambert, who 
marched directly to Upton, where there was a bridge defentt- 
ed by Colonel Massey. This passage was so vigorously at- 
tacked, that, after a sharp engagement, Massey was forced 
to abandon the post, and Cromwell ordered part of his army 
to march to the west side of the vSevern, which compelled 
Charles to send some of his/orces the same way, and so to 
weaken that part of his army which was to sustain Cromwell^s 
attack. On the third of September, a day hitherto fortunate 
to Cromwell by the victory of Dunbar, he charged tlie royal 
army on both sides of the Severn ; and, after a severe con- 
flict of some hours, forced back the royal army to the town 
in such confusion, that the entrance was forgotten to be de<* 
fended, and all the solicitations of Charles were thrown away^ 
and he was inca}^ble to inspire his vanquished troops with 
resolution to resist any longer a victorious enemy. At la;A 
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his cavalry, sef^ing the enemy bt'eaking iiito the tdvli, fled^. ' 
and left the infantry to the mercy of the English. 

The King saw himself constrained to fly throUgh.St. Mar* 
tin's/gate, and with great difficulty escaped falling into the 
hands of the English. The foot were almost entirely slain 
and taken» and the horse were pursued and dispersed/ so 
that the greater part of the officers were made prisoners* , ^ 
Nearly 2000 Scots soldiers lay dead on the field, and 8000 
.were made prisoners, who were sent to London, and there 
sold for slaves to the American plantations. .The Duke of 
Hamilton died of his wounds, and among the prisoners were 
General Leslie, the Earls of Rothes, Lauderdale,- Carn^ 
wath, Derby, Kelly, and Cleveland ; but these were ex- 
empted from b^ing exiled. His Majesty secreted himself in 
an oak tree, and at last eiiibarked, in October ld51, axul 
landed in Normandy. 

After this victory, the cities of Stirling, St. Andrews, Dun- 
dee, and Aberdeen, were taken by General Monk; ai>d, 
D^c. 16, 1653, Oliver Cromwell was made Prelector, and 
the fleets put to sea, when they took the island of Jamaica, 
May 1-7, 1655. Bkke was Admiral, and Cromwell was 
inaugurated June 20, 1657, and reigned untiP October 3y 
1658,. when he died at Whitehall, and Richard Cromwell 
was made Protector of the Commonwealth, and held tliat 
office until 1659, when the Long Parliament opened ; after 
which succeeded the anarchy of a few days, and then the 
Committee of Safety, wjiich was followed by the Rump Par- 
liament, and the Council of State. In this manner confusion 
reigned, until May 16, 1660^ when Charles landed at Dover, 
and arrived at Whitehall on the 29tli, when he was solemn- 
ly crowned and proclaimed, on St. George's day, April 23, 
1661, witlv an annual revenue of j^ 1,200, 000 sterl. and on 
the 20th May the Solemn League and Covenant was burned 
by the hand of the hangman. There were expended, during 
the Dutch war, no less than 82,560,000 Dutch florins, or 
^^7,760,000 sterling. ' In 1670, the King established a Ca- 
binet Council of five pei\sons^Cliffi)rd, Arlington, Bucking- 
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hanl, Aslilejr, and Lauderdale ; the initials of thoie pei^oits 
formed tbewcM'd Cabal, which gave«this Council the name 
of the Cabal. 

But to return : — Sir William {''orbesi third of Craigievati 
married Margaret, daughter of Hugh Ilose of Kilravock^ 
and had issue John, who died young ; Hugh^ who married 
Janet, daught^ of James Ogilvie, fourth Earl of Findlater, 
but died without issue ; Robert, William, and Peter, who 
all died without issue. Sir Arthur Forbes, 4th of Craigie- 
var, succeeded his brother ; Alexander died unmarried, (m) 

During this period, and in the reign of James VI. who 
began his reign March 2, 1603, was what may have been 
called the age of witchcraft Scotland has long been a sort 
^ fairy, land ; but it remained for this sagacious Prince, at a 
time when knowledge was beginning to disperse the mists of 
superstition, to contribute, by his authority and writings, to 
i*esolve a prejudice of education into an article of religious 
belief among the Scottish people. He wrote and published 
a ** Treatise on Daemonologie ;" the purjwse of which was, 
<* to resolve the doubting hearts of many, as to. the fearful 
abounding of those detestable slaves of the devil, Witches or 
Enchanters." The authority of Scripture was perverted, to 
shtew not only the possibility, but certainty, that such " de- 
testable slaves" do exist ; and many most ridiculous stories 
of evil enchantment were adduced to establish their '' fearful 
nbounding." The Treatise, which is in the form of a dia- 
logue, then proceeds to treat of the punishment which such 
crimes deserve. 

P. Then to make an end of our conference, since I see it 
drawis leatt, what forme of punishment think ye merites 
these magicens and witches ? For I see that j^e account them 
to be all alike gyltie. 

E. (the King) They ought to be put todeathe. Accord- 
ing to the law of God, the civil and imperial law, and the 
municipal law of all Christian nations. 

(m) Baronage, q>. 77. 



P. But what kynede of deathe I pray you ? 

E. It is commonlie used by fyre; but there is an indiffeirA 
ent thing to be used in every countrey, according to the laW 
dr cnstome thairof. 

P. But ought no age, sexe, nor rank, to be excused ? 

E. None at ail. 

Such in fact was the cruel and barbarous law oif Jameses 
native coi^itry J and such became the law also of England, 
when he succeeded to the sceptre of Elizabeth. Many hund- 
reds of unfortunate individuals in both countries became its 
victinis, sufifering death ignonriniously for an impossible 
offence ; neither sex nor age, nor rank, as James had stre- 
nuously enjoined, were spared ; and it was prefcisely the most 
helpless and inoffensive, such as aged and lone women, who 
were most exposed to its malignant operation. 

Of those who have suffered death for witchcraft in Britain, 
, by far the greater number hiave been persons of the last des- 
cription. The absurdity of a law, so long since consigned to 
ilniversd execration, stands in need of no illustration ; but it 
may furnish amusement as well as instruction, to peruse the 
isort of details which gained it for a time, respect and sub- 
mission from two nations which now rank as the most en- 
lightened in Europe. 

The sequel is part of a literal copy of the indictment of 
certain witches of Borrowstounness, who Were tried and exe- 
cuted as late as 1679. Four of the unfortunate creatures 
were poor widows. 

** Arinaple Thomsorle, widow in Borrowstownness ; Mar- 
garet Pringle, relict of the deceast John Campbell, sieve- 
wright there, &c. &c. Ye, and ilk ane of you, are indytted 
and accused, that whereas, notwithstanding be the law of 
God particularlie sett down in the 29 chapter of Leviticus,^ 
and 18 chapter of Dewteronomy, and be the lawes and actes 
of Parliament of this kingdome, and constant practiq. there, 
rtatute the 73. act 29. Parliament Q. Marie, the crime of 
witchcraft is declaired to be ane horreid abominable and ca- 
pital cryme, punishable with the pains of deatli and confis^ 

s 
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cation of moveables r nevertheless it is of Teritie, that joii 
^re CQxnmt^d and or^ gwyltle of the sAid cryxae.pf witch- 
^alt^ in sw^ far ye have ^^nter^d in pax;tiawn with the d^vilJi 
the enemie of your salvatiown, and' hiavie renownced our 
blissed Lor4 and Saviour, and your b^ptistne, and liave 
given yourself over both souUes and bodies to^the devill, and 
Imve been in severall meetings with the deTill, and swyndrie 
^th witches, in divers places. 

" And p^rticularlie ye, the said Annajde Thomsone, ha4 
a meeting with the devill at the thne of your weidowhood, 
-before you was married to your last husband, in your cawm-» 
ittg betwixt Linlithgow apd Borrowstoness, wher^ the devill^ 
in the lykeness of ane blaek miSii, told you, th^t you wis the 
poor puddled bodie, and had an evill lyifFand difficulties ta 
win throw the world, and promesed iff ye wald foUowe bin^ 
and go alongst with him, you should never want, but have 
,ane better lyiff^; and about fy vie wis there, and the devill ap* 
peared to you when you wis going to the coal hill, about 
spven a clock in tlie morning. Having renewed his former 
tentation^ you did condeshend thereto, and declared yourself 
content to follow him and become his servant; where upon 
the deviH ,*^ .^ ,«^ ,^ .^ ' 

" And ye and each persone wis at severall meetings with 
the devill, in the Hnkes of Borrowstoness, and in the house 
of you Bessie Vicar ; and ye did eatt and drink with tli^ 
devill, and with ane anothe?*? and with witches in her how^ss 
in the night tyme ; and the said Wm Craw browght the ale,. 
e:s:tcndlrtg to about seven gallons, from the howss' of Elisa- 
beth Hamilton ;^^ and you, the said Annaple had another 
getting about fyve weeks ago, when you wis going to the- 
Ajoql hill of Grange; and heiaveitted you to go alongs; and 
drink with him in the Grange pannes; and you, the said 
Margaret Pringle, have being ane witch this many yearcs 
bjrgooe^ bath renownced your baptisme and becum the de- 
vill'i servant, and promeis to follow him ; and the devill 
towk you by the right hand, whereby it vras for eight days 
gricvowslie swelled, &c. ?cc. And you, the^ said Margaret 



HianirltoTi, lias been tire cTevSPs servant fhir eight or nine 
years bygone, and he appeared and conversed with you at 
the town weU of . Borrows toness, ^nd several tyntes ifl your 
owin hoose, and drank severall choppers of ale with you 
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•* And the devill gave yott ane f^v^i merk piece^ of grfd, 
whilk Q lyttfe after becam ftne skleitt stone; and you, the 
said Margaret Hamilton, relict of James Pullwart, has b^in 
ane witch and the devilPs servant thertie yereB since, you 
have renownced your^ baptisme, as said is - . •-^ , 

" And ye, and ilk ane of you, was at a meeting with th» 
devill and others witches, at the croce of Murestain above 
Kenneil, upon the thretteia of October last, where you all 
danced, ^ and the devill acted the pyper, and where you en- 
devored to have destroyed Andrew Mitchell, sone to John 
Mitchell, elder in dean of Kenneil."' 

The charges thus gravely made against tlie " pbure puddl- 
ed bodies," Annapie Tliomson and her associates^ however , 
ludicrous they may now seem,; were fully substantiated to the 
satisfaction of a juary, prt>babljr as rational Qjsd huniBne as 
any which the age could furmsh^ and for so meeting and 
dancing, and drinking,, and froiicking, with his SataiMC Ma- 
jesty, who condescended to act tfe piper, the; unfortunate 
defendants were solemnly condemned *^ to be taken to the 
west end of Borrowstoness, the ortlinafry place of execution, 
there upon Teusday, the twentie tbkd day of December, be- 
twixt two and four o'clock iri the afternoon, and ther to be 
worried at a steak till they be dead, an J thereafter to have 
their bodies burned to ashes !" O Tempora / O Mares I 

Sir Arthur Forbes married Christinaj daughter of John 
Ross, Provost in Aberdeen ; issue, Jane, who married John 
Forbes of CuUoden ; Eliliabeth, who married .Robert Leith of 
. Overhall ; married secondly, Margaret Stracbaiv widow of 
John Burnet of Elsick ; issue, George, who died young ; 
and William, who succeeded; also, Duncan, John, and 

Arthur, {n) 

1 1 1 I ■ I. . .1 . ,. „ - ,. . i I , ( 11 I i i 

(n) Baronage, p. 77. 
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Sir William, fifth of Craigievarj married Agnes Gray^ 
and had issue. 

Proprietor, in 1^827, is Sir John^ Forbes, who married,. 
September 15, 1825, Charlotte Elisabeth, daughter of thQ. 
Right Hon. Lord Forbes. 

Arms,— Azure, three bears' heads couped, argent, muzzled 
sable, and a Cross pate^ in the centre fit of the second, 

' Crest.— A cock proper. 

Motto.— <« Watchr . 

Arms of Corse. — Azure, a cross couped pr,. between threes 
~ bears' heads couped argent, muzzled gules.. 

Crest. — A crown of thorns. 
' MottQ,— ". i2o5/s Corowfl/ S/9/WJ7." 

On seeing the ruined wall's. 

^ The'moulderlng walk . *" 

Black with the rust of age, and all within ' 

Silence and waste, while not a sound 

Is heard, but the wind moaning ; not a form 

We behold, save one, that fancy paints oh. the mind ;^ 

The spirit of Destruction I she who* haunts 

The moss-grown temples, and the wild resort 

Of bats and reptiles -T-where no mortal steps 

Make the walk murm.ur with obtrusive soiind ; 

But cries and screeches, from all hated beings. 

Sound even more, whlFst the whole progeny 

Of doleful things, that court solitude. 

Thrive and make merriment. Upon a pile 

She loves to sit, of broken monuments, 

And o'er the scene casts an exultant eye. 

Smiling to view the massy pillars fallen. 

The aged altars, trophies, pedestals ! 

And where the invulnerable shaft withstands 

Her hate and her derision, round sh^ strews. 

The creeping ivy, with its living shade, 

To hide all forms of man. 
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CHAPTER VIII, 



Oh ! Kildrummy* thy strength u goii«, 

And green grass on thee growing ; 
Upon the mount thou art alone, \ 

And sorrow round thee flowing. 
Nor on thy bleak and ruinM wa'^a 

Nae banners now are streaining». 
The Bat and Jay flit thro' thy ha's, 

And night Owls there are screaming. » 

But a* ai*e gone, the good, the great. 

And naething now remains, 
But ruin crown'J in haggar*d state, 

And crumbling down the stanes. 

Parody on Smith's Castle Cloonu 



'KiLDRUMMY is bounded on the west by Strathdou and 
partof Towie; on the north by Cabrach and Auchindoir; 
on the east by Forbes and Tally nessle, and part of Auchin- 
doir; on the south by Towie and Cushnie. Length from the " 
conflux of the Mossat to the Chapeltown , of Kindy, nine 
ihiles ; and the breadth from the Brux to the Breeha, nine 
miles, including a small intersection of Atichindoif. 

Real rent inl797 was £550 sterling; valued rent, Ward- 
house, -8^547- ; Brux, ^250 16s. 8d.; Clova, £2^1 16s. 
8d.; Glenkindy, ^16 = ^1051 13s. 4d. Scots, (o) I will 
omit the ephemeral account of the acres, waste and cultivat- 
ed, as agricultural improvements are rapidly advancing. 
The school stands on an eminence a little beyond the 33d 
mile stone, and the teacher's salary at present is £\6 13s. 4d. 
sterl. over his school fees, and Session Clerk office, which 
order is ancient, as they stand registered in the books at Guild 
Hall, incorporated the 17th of Henry III. 

(o) Playfair's Description of Scotland, vol. 2. and Statistical Histoiy, vol. 
18, p. 411. 
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Arms. — Azure, a fleur des lis or, on a chief gules, aiul ft 
leopard's head between two books or. • 

Crest. — An arm extended, surmounted on .a torse and 
helmet, holding a music book open. 

The church and burial ground is at the 34tb mile stone, 
and the clergyman's stipend at present is ^150 stering. 

There ftre two li^nced taverns or inns in the parish. The 
iraikeepers were incorporated in 1505. Arms — x^izure, a 
chevron argent, between three com garbs or, on a chief of 
the second a St. Julian's cross sable. Crest-— a star over a 
helmet and torse, involved in a cloud. Supporters — Two 
horses proper. 

Shoemakers two, incorporated in the 17th century. Arms 
iii^ England — Argent^ a chevron gules, between three goats' 
heads erased, cornuted and barbed proper. In Scotland 
they bear gules, a cutting knife, crowned with Crii^in's 
crown or. Motto — " Lord crown «s with glory." 

Weavers one, incwj^rated in the reiga Henry II. 
j^rna*— Azure on a chevron argent, between three leopards.* 
heads, each balding a shuttle rn his mouth or, and as many 
xo9es^ gules, seded prefer. Crest-**- A leopard's bead as th^ / 
former. S^parters-^-T wo weverons ermine^ wingtd or, and 
jwcmbered gules.. Mottos — " Weave truth with trust." 

Masons pne^ incorporated in 14* 19* Arms-^Aaure, a 
cbevron surmouated of a compass extendwl ©r^ between three 
castle argent* Crestj— A ^mth of the thifd. 

Sliopkeepers two, incorporated in ISQ3. Avms^^^Gulos^ 
within a borchire fleury^ a demi \drgia with dishevelled tear, 
apd coronated proper* Motta*«" Honor Deo.'* 

Tailors One, congregated iu 14B0, ajad in^oiparated .by^ 
Heivry VII. in 1501, and supporters granted; to their airn>$ 
in 1585L Arms— Argent, a royal ten?t between twaparlia?- 
ment PQbe& gules,. lined ermine ; and on: a chief asure a li««i 
saliant,' Crest — A holy lamb, wreathed in glory proper. 
Supporters — Two camels^ or. Motto — " Cpncordia parvje 
res crescunt*" 

Blacksmiths two, incorporated by clmrter in 1577, fron:i 
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tlizabot!^ coofirmed by ' Jaxnes I. and Chai-ks !• Arms- 
Sable, a chevron between three hajnmers ai^ge&t, handled 
and cro9f ned on Crest^A Phoenix igniting in the solar 
rays proper. Motto—" By Hammer and Hand aU Arl;» 
doth stand." 

Joiners or Wrights two, incorporated in 1570. Anns— 
Gtiles, a chevron argent, between two compasses, and a 
sphere or, on a chief of the third, two roses of the first, ainl 
a pale sable, between, charged with an escallop of the second^ 
Crest — A demi savage proper, holding « spear or. Suppor- 
ters^ — Two cupids of the last, the dexter holdii^ a woniaa 
crowned with a castle, file sinister holding a square, all pvo- 
per. Motto — " Our Redeemer iiveth ias: evei\** 

The church, and some of the adjoining lands, 'l)elonged 
to the Knights Templars, as the names of the places indi« 
cate, as Temple-croft, Temple-town, &c. 

Kildrummy was held by the Thanes and Earls of Mar, 
. who anciently were Governors or Warders of the country; 
but little notice has been taken of that ancient and honour* 
able Earldom, and what has been detailed has bee^i in works 
too voluminous for the generality of readers, and even many 
of those accounts are mixed with fable. Some, with a little 
more modesty, begin with Coleman, in >A. D. 834, as first 
Thane of Mar ; but as this falls under the reign of fable, I 
shall place it among the tales of Monypennie and Buchanan^ 
who chorus their song with an Utopian hero, called' Ccqitain 
Martach, who wsss settled on these lands S^O years before 
Christ r Why, in the name of wcMider, did they not make 
liim an antedeluvian hero, or great grandfather t» the pa* 
triarchal* monarch Adam. But waving ewery febulous le« 
gend, or, if not fabulous, are in an age too remote for this 
volume^ which commences with the reign bf Graeme, King 
of Scotland, and twenty-second of Ethelred II. of England^ 
which falls to A. D. 1000, when erudition denuded herself 
of part of her trammels of superstition, and from that period 
history can be more relied on. 

Gilchrist, Thane of Mar, was elevated to this dignity by 
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his Majesty, arid from this period I will descend, withcMil 
breaking a link in the historical chain, to the 19th century. 

Mr. Malkin observes, that nothing but the universal pre- 
valence of corruption, which forbids a candid but scrutiniz- 
ing inquiry into the laws and constitution of our own coun- 
try. I find that, from the earliest epoch of the Scottish 
monarchy, and for many ages after the reign of Malcolm If. 
the Kings were the immediate possessors of the lands which 
they parcelled Dutj and bestowed on whom they pleased, so 
that we cannot be surprised at the changes that have taken 
place in this Earldom. Untutored and ignorant, the people 
had natures more ferocious than noble ; rapine and cruelty 
were their only characteristics, being trained up by a religion 
full of bigotry, as it is an undeniable fact, " that every na- 
tional - religion, whether Pagan, Jewish, Mahomedan, of 
Christian, are and have been national tyrannies." (p) 

In the 26th of Ethelred's reign, or A. D. 1004?, that is 
two years after the demise of Constantine, Malcolm I. mount- 
ed the throne, and swayed the sceptre for six years, or until 
1010. In 1011, Leopold de Bertrie, Governor, of Dover 
Castle, and Lord of Blasted- in Kent, having quarrelled with 
the monks of Canterbury abbey, about tithes, which occa- 
sioned a smart conflict, in which the governor's son was slauu 
Enraged at his soa's death, Leopold went to Ethelred, and 
demanded revenge for the injuries he had received, which 
Ethelred undoubtedly would have granted, had not Alphe- 
gus, the Archbishop, pi'e vented htm under pain of excom- 
munication. Stung with pride and revenge at this- refusal 
and humiliation, he vowed destruction to the whole monas-^ 
tery. Accordingly, he invited Suene, King of Denmark, to* 
make a descent on the country, and he would become his aux- 
iliary. Suepe descended with his army, and was joined by 
Leopold. They destroyed many places on both sides of the. 
Thames, and after a siege of nineteen days took the city of 
Canterbury, aided by the treachery of iElmar, a monk. 

(/>) Simpson. 
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Alphegus aild se^eml person^ of distinction w^re niade pri- 
soners; the pest of the people were miipdered; and th^ 
monks were slaughtered, only one 'from ten was spared-»» 
the.number of the slain amounted to 43,2^0. (q) 

In 1016 Edmund Ironside mounted the English throne^ 

find bore in his ai^m^ or, a crpss patee, fitched in bas^^ 

azurNe. This was in the twelfth year o( Malcolm 11. of Seot-* 

land; Edmund swayed the sceptre one year, and Canute 

.the Great mounted the throne in 1017. 

In 1034, Duncan I. grandson of Malcolm, began to reign 
in^ Scotland, and was in possession of Cumberland. Canute 
invaded Scotland, where Duncaii refused him homage, which ' 
Caused a division, a^d laid the foundation of a war ; but by 
the interposition of the dergj'^it was amicably terminated, 
and the parties separated quietly, after stipulating, that 
Duncan and his heirs should hold Cumberland as freely ais 
any of their predecessors, ajid should pay homage to the 
English monarch and his successors for that fief, (r) 

Harold mounted the throne on the demise of Canute in 
1036, in the second of Duncan, who swayed the sceptre un- 
til 1039," when he was slain at Bothgownan, near Elgin^ by 
Macbeth, who was crowned in 1040, and reigned until Dec* 
5, 1056,^whenhe fell atLumphanan. 

In 1040, Hardicanute was crowned King of England, and 
Edward the Confessor succeeiled in 1042. 

'After the death of Macbeth, Malcolm III. called Cean- 
more^ was crowned at Scone, April 25, 1057, when he en- 
deavoured to crush the intestine discords of the kingdom, and, 
coalesced a strong corps which encamped at Kildrummy, on 
their route to join the camp at Monymusk, where Martacus, 
Thane of Mar, son of Gilchrist, offered money' to the^ Cap-* 
tains to depart quietly from the country, which they embrac- 
ed. After their return fi^m the campaign on the banks of 
the Spey, Malcolm repaired to Forfar, where he convoked a 

(?> Rj'tkr, vol. iii. p. G3. ^ (r) Ibid, p.' Ul* , 

T 
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Converilm ProcetWii^ or Parliament, iu I057> being the 15tli 
. year of Edward'^s reign : at this conveMtis Malcolm made 
an act, that the Peers should take surname^ for more dk* 
tinction, which is said to b^ the first mandate on the occa- 
sk>t]. But this had been in use long prior, as the first trace 
of surnames on record falls under the agreement made be- 
tween the Sabines and Romans, in which a special clause 
was inserted, that the Romans should add to their own a 

* iSabine name ; and in like manner, the Sabines should use a 
Roman name in addition to their own. These additional 
names became the family or surname, and the old names^ 
continued to be proper in personal names ; the former were 
called cognomina and gentilitia nomina, and the latter pne- 
namiria. This custom aftei*wards found its way into France 
and England, for which see Cambden and Ducange. 

Surnames were not used, and indeed they were unknown, 
among the Hebrews ; and to preserve the memory of their; 
tribes, they had the custom to take in addition their fathei:^s 
name, as Melchi ben Addi^ i. e. Melchi the son of Addi. 

The Greeks adopted the same system, for which see 
Homer. The Russians also used this form, as Peter Mexio^ 
mtZy Peter the son of Alexis. Scaliger says, that the Arabs, 
on the contrary, take the name of their fsither, and lose their 
own — ^as Jven Pace, Aven Zoavg the son -of Pace, the soi^ 
of Zoar. If Paf e had a son who, at his circumcision, was 
called Haly, he would still go by the name of Aven Pace, 
but the children of Haly would be called Aven Haly. In 
process of time, the Romans grea^tly multiplied their sur* 

~ names, and to distingiush the particular branches of a family 
they sometimes added a third, to perpetuate . the memory of 
some remarkable action or event, such as Africanus by 
Scipio, or Torquatus by Manlius. These three different 
names were severally distinguished by the terms — Nomen, 
Cognomen, and Agnomen. The first was hereditary. fSpan^ 
heim de Pracst. et V. suNumism, Diss. 10.) 

The Roman agnomen wj|s imitated by other nations, for 
the race of their Princes — as Edmund Ironside, William 
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RuiFus, Edward the Black Prince, Harold Harefoot, Phv- 
lippe le Hardi, Philippe 1^ Bel, William le fiastard,. Lcmis 
le Debonnair, John -•JLackland, &c. These names, being 
personal, never descended ; but to distinguish the race Ano- 
ther was adopted, which sometimes had no reference to 
either the Nomen, * Cognomen, or AgnomeUt of any brandi 
of the family-^as Valois, Bourbon, Hapshurg, Oldenburg, 
&c. to distinguish the races of the. Kings of France, Empe- 
,rors of Germany, and the Kings of Denmark. 

Sometimes these names had a reference to one of the three, 
ad Plantagenet, (bush of broom). This name originated from 
Folke, Earl of Anjou, who for some crime was enjoined a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land ; thither he went and under* 
. went a severe flagellation, and as a token of bis luimillty, fixed 
a branch of broom, in his cap— ^Tudor, Stuart, Ac- 
Surnames began to be adopted in England under the reign 
of Edward the Confessor, but was not general until the 
reign of Edward IL ; for previously^ the custom obtained as 
among the Hebrews, Greeks, and Saxons, as John Ricliard- 
, son, John the son of Richard, &e. But this in the be- 
ginning was a custom principally confined to the lowei; class, 
the higher ranks adding the name of their estates, of which 
abundant evidence is found in Doomsday Book ; some also 
took th^ Dame9 of their offices, professions, and trades, as 
Gulielmus Cam^rarius, William Chamberlain. It is un- 
lieces^ary to ci|e more examples on this point 

The system of distinguishing a person, as the son of suc^ 
a peri^on, was also used in Wales ; but in course of time, ibr 
the sake of euphony and brevity, the a in ap was omitted, as. 
JIvan ap Rioe^ Ev^n the son of Rice, became Evan Price. 
is) 

At this Parliament also, his Majesty elevated many of the 
Thanes to the dignity of Earls, such as Earl of Angus, Earl 
of Fife, Earl of Mar, &c. Debrett, vol. ii. makes the crea- 
tion of Martacu^ in 1051, but this has been by mistaking Ui^e 

(«) Abcrdeco Journal, -No. 3452, Aug. 29, 1883. 
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figure 7 for 1, which is of little eonsequence. It was at tbts 
peri6d that the sumaiiie of Mar was added to this familjr, 
frpiri their estate, and descended i<i svccesfslon. 

Malcdfu in this y^r founded the Monastery of Falkirk, 
£ls appears l^ ah inscription on a marhle tablet found in 
asil, when throwing down the old. chuirch-— ^«^ Faflkirk 
Mo-n^t Fund: Mal6. III. 1057." (/) 

MkrtdCUS, l^tl of Mar, is ineiitloned in a dbnatroit chat- 
ter to the Guldens of Lochlevin, of the Manors Kilgeid^ 
Eafiiodhy &c. (u) with the teinds ther^ofi 

Tlie teihd lawtms scarcely known in BHtain^ UHtil intro- 
dueed by the Saxon moflttrchs, jis^pp^ars in the sequel* 

I, Ethelwolfj by the Grace of (3od^ King of the We$t; 
Saxon$, &c. With the advice of the Bishops^ Earls, and 
every other pei'Son of di^inetion in my dominions^ hrtVe, for 
the health of my soul^ tht good of toy p€*^ple, and the pro- 
sj^erity of my kingdom, taken th'6 pruderit find serticeahle 
resolution of granting tho tenth part of the lands throrf^iout 
my whole kingdom to the church, and ittinist^rs of religion, 
to be enjoyed by them, with all the privileges of h fme tenors, 
and discharged frpm all the incumbraivr^ inckiem to Isy ' 
fees. - 

This, grant has been niade by u$ to the chiirch in hottbtJr 
of Jesus Cfaristj the^ blessed Virgin Mitry, and ttU tb6 Bsii^ti ; 
and out of regard to the Paschal sokmntlyj aild that Al- 
mighty God would voudbafe hiis bent&diciIo#* cii ti$ £ind o^ 
posterity. 
^ Dated at Wilton, A. D. ^54, itt the feasi of Eftst^* ^ . 

, Tidies were of five kinds : > 

I. Pergonal, u e. thos6 accruing froffi the pft^ts^f labetfr, 
art, trade, navigation, and indusitry of man. 

II. Preedlalj ©r such as ^rose fi'otti the^ff«lts fef the ^iirth, 
as com, hay, hemp, fruits, &€* 

III. Mixt were what arose fron* cutfle^ aftd <ithfer- anifnWs 
reared on agricuUiirkl produce, ^s theese, Wool, lambs,^ 
calves, fowls, ,&c. , 

(0 Aikman*B Edition of Bttchaiiap, vbl". J. p. 210, (»0 l?ouglab' r^erage, 467. 
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IV. Greats such as com, hdy, wood, Sit. 

V. Small^ were those of flax, &c» which areprsBdial; fthd 
those of wool, milk, butter^ chc^se^ lambs, &c. wbidi arir 
mixt, 

' The singular number wtis usdd by Kings and Lords uh^ 
A. Di 1^2, when the Sovereign adopted the phiral^ and 
afterwards the procernm or hol^tityi 

Marriage was in 1070 forbidden- to iU^ olerg}', aiid sd 
darly as 960j the King of England, selected all single priesta 
for the office, and expatriated the married clergy | butiti 
976, Edward the martyr jdestt-oyfid the nionagteries of the 
single priests, and granted fill theii^ i*ev^ues td the married 
clergy and their families : bnt they were greatly favoured by 
Alferus, Duke of Mercia, and they continued until the close 
of the eleventh century, when Lanfhtnc^ a Jbreigb Arch- 
bishop^ made a canon against niatritnony, on Which occasion 
the vow of celibacy was taken at their ordination. But this 
was first put into some Bishop's pontifldaL . {v) . 

William I. mounted the throne on Saturday, Octdber 14, 
1066, and continued until his demisey 6fk Thursday, Sept, 
9, 1087, and was succeeded by William 11. In 1097, the 
sea brdce in and overflowed all the Earl of Godwin's lands. 

Malcolm III. of Scotland, in 10^2^ gave a foundaddn 
Charter to the Abbey of Diinfermlme, Which I hate annexed. 

In the naimeof Ood^ Anlen* I Makalm, by the grac^ of 
Ood, King of SfeotlaBtd, having the pdWer of the whole, ^ and 
with the consent of Queen Margaret my wife, the Bishc^,. 
Piiests, Earls, Viscounts, Bordnsj&c^iav^itness diis Char- » 
ter. of confirmation^ -granted for the good of my pebple. 

Be it known to all' present, tad -W) future ages, diat I 
fbund this Abbey, in honour of Almighty God, the b^Iy ind 
undivided Trinity^ for the aalviation ^my soul^ and that of 
Margaret my Queisn^ and tiie souls of niy predecessors anct 
successors : that I grant to ibU Ahhey a teiith of all my laiidsj 
fafms^ houses, .&c.cireumjac^it to Mifslsdburgh and Dun- 
fermline, along with this charter. 



{») Lewis' History o£ the Bible, p. 337. 
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Witnessed by the Abbot, Macduff, Earl of Fife, &c, (ic)' 
This was one of the most ancient monasteries in Scotland, 
and the monks were of the Benedictine order. Malcolm 
dying before it was finished, Alexander I. his son, aided 
and completed the pile, which continued to be governed by a 
Prior, lintil the reign of David I. who raised it to an Abbey; 
and in 1124, translated 13 monks froip Canterbury to Dun*^ 
fermline. The Abbey was richly endowed, and derived its 
revenue from very distant parts of the kingdom, and stood 
ihuB at the reformation : 

Money, £251S 10s. 8d. Scots. 

Wheat, 28 cb, 11 bo. S fir. 

Bear, 102 ch. 15 b. 1 fl 3 pecks. 

Meal, 1 5 ch. 

Oats, 61 ch. 6 h. 2 f. 

Horse Corn, 29 ch. 1 b. 1 f. 3 p. 

Lime, 19 ch. 15 b. 

Salt, 1 1 ch. 8 h. 

Butter, 34 stone. 

Capons, 374. — Poultry, 746. 
It was an extensive and magnificent building, but fell an 
early sacrifice to the army of Edward I. All that was spar* 
ed was the church, and a few cells wliich were demolished at 
the reformation, and the parish church is erected from part 
of the ruins. Here were buried Malcolm Ceaumore, his 
Queen, seven other Monarchs of Scotland, five Queens, and 
many eminent men. (x) - 

Returning to the Don and Kildrummy, I will pursue the 
history of the House of Mar, after making a concise inquiry, 
into die word Eapl, to find the root and derivation : and I 
find that they were anciently Thanes, until the reign of Mal- 
colm III. when they were called Earls, from Eorl or Eorla, 
Danish, from Eor, honour, and Ethel, noble, (Saxon noble) 
a title of nobility between a Marquis and Viscount, and is 
more ancient than Dukes or Marquises; the first Earl creat- 

I (w) Stuart, voL ji. Appendix, p. liO. (.r) Webster's dictionary, p. SOS. 
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land, by King Richard I. In Seodapd they were anciemly 
called Comes, as being in thekdbit of Comitare R^pem, ta 
wait on the King for counsel or advice. 

The Germans nominate ^ them Graves — ^as Landgrave^ 
Margrave^ Pasgrave, and Rheinsgrave, &c. 

This honour was derived fr<>m the Saxon% and was esteen^- 
ed an office of dignity and power, and continued far many 
ages the most eminent rank in Scotland and England, unt3 
Dukes and Marquises were created by Edward III. both of 
whom had precedency assigned them above^the Earls. For 
supporting his dignity, > the Earl was allowed the third penny 
out of the Sheriff Court, rising from pleas of die county ; 
from whence they assumed their title, as there were no Counts 
or Earls but had a County or Earldom : subsequendy, .the 
number of Earls increasing, they adopted their tides from 
some city, or village, and even from^ their own seat or parley 
and others -from the names of some illustrious families, {y) 

An Earldom and a Bar<»ial Fief, thcHigh gr^at and splen-^ 
did, were inferior to the fief of regality, although the Lords 
of Regality in Scotland were the same with the Earls Pala-*- 
line in England, and their powers were like those of their 
Sovereign, as they coined money, enacted laws, and lifted 
taxes within their own dominions. They had a right to de«> 
clare war, to levy forces, and to exercise the prerogative of 
life and death. Theii* jurisdiction was supreme and without 
appeal, as the King's writ ran not within the bounds of their 
estates, having the power to repledgaor remove from the 
courts of regality the suits of their vassals; and they could, 
demand back even from justiciary himself every criminial 
who had fled from their audiority, they having the high and 
low justice* Offences committed within their territories were 
not against the Sovei^eign, but against the Earl, and treason 
might be committed against him. ' 

The Earl jx^ssessed not always his county as a fief, and 

(y) Debrctt'jj Peerage, vol. i. 1812, 
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Pihen orily a pcn^Icm thereof was eBJqyed by hnn, hib^as cdri^ 
stituted to raert hie audiority oveF the whole. It was thesi 
thai; tfa^ third penny of the eounty, or the thkd part of the 
profits of justice, remunerated the.extensioi^ of his poweK 
They engrossed^ and widiout limitation, whatever referred 
to th^ civil, the critninal, and the military powers, (z) 

Upon the multiplicity of Ektrls, their revenues ceased, and 
their powers wer« mu^ abridged, and it became the custom- 
ofthe monj^pchs to assign some stated^pension to those he 
elevated, ^br supporting their dignity, aqd <^e Earl had 
j£20, from some particular part of the royal revenue. 

Th^ Earl is now created by letters patent, and his coro- 
nation robe is similar to that of the Duke, e:^eept having only 
three points or guards of ermine, and gold lace, but his cap 
is the same, The coronet has p^rls raised upon points, and 
strawberry leaves between, He is called by the King, our 
Hgh| trusty and well beloved Cousin^ and his style is Right 
Hpnpurable. (a) 

'Malcdm died in A. D« 1098, and was succeeded by 
Donald VII. called Ponald Bane, in the sixth year of the 
f^gn of William RufFus, who was crowned Sept, 9, 1087. 

Donald held the sceptre but a few months, when Duncan 
II. mounted the throne in 1094?. The clergy having the 
royal grant for tithes in England, soon made it find its way 
to Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and getting once hold of 
the reins, they pulled tight and lost not their hold, and pro^ 
duced a few contorted passages from Scripture for their sup- 
port-; and the pi^essure became so severe, that the laity, as 
they termed the people, groaned with the weight, and be- 
came like Issachar, i. e. a strong ass, couching between two 
btifdens. The pulpits re-echoed the song of pay tithes to 
your pastors. 

^ But now for the Gospel, if such is your zeal, 
Give charity's mite to support it ; 
Nor would I, tho' lab'ring thus hard for your weal, 
By force like the hireling extort it. 

{z) Stuart, vol. ii. Appendix, p. S7. (a) Debrett's Peeri^e, 1812, vol. i. 
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'^ these inekfi!r riches islccinhuMted M the &ivt^i and' 
tl«^ «isii' m^^er aiid splendoitfiintil A- D^ 1186, #h^ 
Afe^ ©c^aii toH*cItofe. ' But dtiriii^ their pirbs^pierity dfey ^Siihk^ ^ 
intd'Kiii^y 1^' iftssifiatidhi and liobked cahi^ihptiiousFy oti^, 
rftt 6nyfii*thertifi aiid tb jnlfer from the faation^ if theyiscjlp^' 
ed 4ifiQP}iti|^tiitif^^ they este^^ the attioif theiritbriouSj and 
they were certain of coming off victorious, oaring to the- }|^-» 
riof&ncJef''of the* age; aild to hihder them irom vie^g their 
cbifc^rie^^ia, they, te hobd^nk thfeirt more^ preached a lieii^' 
coiaWd^^bet^Ilie,^ ddled ".The Chdrch is in Dahgen^ 
' • '^ ' ■ ■' ' liie eiiiftththeyba^ivl'doatj 

: Tfa^'i^tllled fpilgrimkges to tlie^ Holy Landi whicii^ addled 
i^^eJ^b^lbei^tr^iiar^i ' 

fif j^iia»<^^for past M}^) ^ 

f' v/ >:•. A pifetiite; blithe and joUy^ 

:•* jo'; ,[; M^th care 'grown ine]aftchcil}r, 

r/',.;.. ' ; 8^( <^i£t stmage lands to see* 

, It isa.w^il:kn(>wn truth>. though liotowtied bythe rfg^dly, 
righte!CNas,,:tbatJgnprance was, and is, the bulwark of ty-, 
ranny#.-j ^y. ■ '.'■ ..^ .. • / ; j. 

l^l^e.ciei-gy.npw l^ijd the design dfthe Crusade, in ordeif to. 
eX|:ii*patef the. r^e of Mahomed, and regain the Holy Land,;; 
but in tl^eir drqular letters, the clerical word was (attepcje.. 
tibi). Pope Gregory Vll. appeared to be CQQfo^nded, 
with the accounts from the Oriental Churches, which, hei^aid, 
Wefjs nearly .aj^nihijated by the TuA^ who ruled all. Asi^; 
Gregory endeayoured to enflame all the AVesterntJ^rinc^fij (gi 
rise in,. arms* ^^: he wrpteto , the, Emperor If enry, that he. 
liad alreajly fifty thousand m^n prppprly trained ai)d Rrjmedi '. 
which ^ he would head in propria persona* {c) 

(B> M*t)dnaW, (c) Aclam*' FloWers of 'History* 
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But a raor^ urgent business protract^ Jiis Holine^ from 
ibis grand military cao^paign. Oii .tl^e.^cce^ipu.^ of Urban 
II. to the tiar^^.bi^ HoUnesi? unsbeatlied .t^a.swQi!c], and 
headed the crusade. Thisiaudabkt^WOipklr.stMry^ up all 
tfi^.Chr^tiai^inon^chs to rise in ^nns, an^- 7000. G^roc^s 
embarked, ^fpr^ A^isi'l Tlie Gq\hicU pf C^^^^iipnti oowj Va?r 
cpn^ifokc^ whjere 200 Bishops sat, who infUn^sinirQce aqcord^d 
tQpwsu^. the war, and issued orders for, wlfjodjif^B^tr/jq^ 
jU)d.ta sav» charges grafted pleimryind^)g^n9j^s,,to-aU^b^ 
embarked in' the cause; which aostr.u43Q soQf^:^reyv.,tqgi?t^er, 
ai^.^niazingariny. (|d) . , . = . ,,x ., ,, ; •:-] 

: In 1.0969 the <;rusade embarked for the. Ho.lj^ il^^ndy ^a^i^^ 
S(),ppO Christians tpok the cross on their ba^l^s^ Mar^tacq^^ 
Earl of Mar, coramaqded a party of the Scot^i and- tHc^y v^/ei;^, 
soon joined by 700,000 j^ore. Evjexy Hb^flty was granted 
the soldiers, who lived .sokly on phin<|er,^a^ their leaders 
pur^t^l^bair pastime wj^hh^wk and.fao!;;<<)dc^^ei^y/ct»»titry 
lay under the same contributions, Chri^li8^ipv;T.|i]7i^:.«bQii 
Greece, Hungaria, and Bulgioria, sufier«d» {elf[ 

They now arrived on the banks of the Bofsi^horus,. where 
they encountered the enemy^ who ^oon igrielded, not t(T 
prowess, but to superiority of numbers. - Iiv 1099 Jerusalem 
w^ tdl^eB, and the streets were stained with blooct;;;'-aH the 
Tilrks- were put to the sword withdut'di'sLtlnctfoh/.i^aVing'^ 
neither age nor sex, thinking to extirpate the race, people" 
th^land with Christians, and^-eturn hom4 headed /ivith'4pdil; 
bii* they were miserably deceived, for after- a- ' cafnpaigti iof' 
sevt^ml -years, they returned greatly i^educed ii^'i]fumbersi''btit^ 
not rfiilch richfer. , . . '^^ o^; > i '• - ; 

Dtt^iiig this period' of war, intestine' dliScord ^bofc-' tlW 
kiWgdorfi of ScotlWd; -tri lO^a'-Dimciiti was iMv&i froin the' 
throne, aiAl Edgai-'sei^ed the helth' and rttled'4}ie^steter.ft)P 
nine years;!' Mkrtactt^ dl4d''ih:l'ld<>,* dndUv^ssuc^^ Vj^ 
his i^n Gtatan'ach, . or: Gtaitnej^,' 2d' Earl . df Bfer;- (f)^ 

(d) Abbe Fleun^,p. 394.. (c) Adam»; H^^ia^ pf^ History. 

(/) Douglas- P^sigp, 467. 
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Henry LoH* Engtal*^ -Was akb crowned, AMgiistttie sccdnit, 
'the 'same year. J ..'■'.. j' . ' - • 

' '^Al^&nd^r L a^tided the tbroiie^f Scotland in il07> Oil 
die ileatb' of Edgar^ and 'in hisreign there was coined j Trbih 
the pound of silver, one poiiwd of money, hiving in' edbh 
£1 only eighteen pennyweights of alloy, and eleven oUftces 
twto pennyweights of pure silver* Alexander I; 'imw-Fiea St- 
bilo, iflegitiinale daughter of Henry I. of EnglfliHl, wliJch 
marriage was witnessed by Graitney, Earl of Mar. In 1 114, 
hisr Majesty founded the Abb€y of Soone, and the foundation - 
charter Wa*i witnessed by the Earl of Mar. (g)- [ 

Commerce ift- this sera was in «mbrio, and provfetons were 
sold at the following -rates, in Scots money, Th^ bdl of 
wheat W&s s^crfd for teti pennies, and the gallon^ of wine for 
two pennies, and two sheep were valued at one shilling and 
fourpehce^ equal to ifd^s^eil. and a oowfor three shillfngs, * 
equal to threepence sterfiiig. After viewing the valuation of 
articles in the beginning of the twelfth century, and turn 'to 
the mrieteerith century, we will be Med with adtnir^tioii at 
tliB m^nitude of difference, aiul aimoist dodbt the reality df 
the former, while we are convinced of die latter. 

• Oil the demise of Alexandier I. in llia^j' hissdn David f. 
nicknamed Saint' DaiSd, mounted th0 throne. He obtained 
the name of Saint from the olergy, for the many religious » 
houses he founded, and the immense largesses He bestowed 
on- the priests. His Majesty ^bestowed several donations on 
the monastery of I)unfermli«e, -wbilfli were attested by Mor- 
gund, Sd Earl of Mar, who succeedfeAhis father iif 1118. {h} 
Pavid^was* a great donatdrtbSti Mar/ii cwWfefAt, in Hun« 
'tingtonshil-e, and founded^ Cambuj^ Kenneth in 1147. 
. In- 1135^ on thie. demltai of Hebryj on Wednesday, De- 
cemlNer 4i, Stephea ascended the throne^ :.aQd. was crowned 
06! SW'&iphen^s day, .or December 20. : Maay of the Eng- 
Hsb4i3sp£5ed:Steplieh, and coijinled him ^ah.usur{ier^ invited ^ 
Dafid^ ' Kii^' of Scotland, ij> 1138; tol.r^^venge ^tlie wrongs 

^^^^ -, : .. — : : 1 : 

' ir^) Dougla** I*wragp, 457,. ' (A) IWrf. 
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done to the Eaip)re$$ Mi^u4r t^ yfhuAi W cooseoted^ ^iiii eH* 
tering the bcH'ders took Carlisle and Newcastle, and placed 
guards in fortre^sefi ; .and on December 84^ Stephen inaTch- 
ed into Scodand, and took the cattle of Bedford : btit David 
entered Nofjcthumberland, and conunitted great devestatioo,. 
Ii^ 1135, David gavf) a large donation to St. Ma.ry'§ qpn- 
vent of Home Cultaram In Cui^berland, md r<ebuilt the Abbey 
of M^Irojse, a Saxon monastery; David finding it decayed^ 
jfipp^ded^ in 11S6, a Cistercian monastery, and brought the 
monks from Kieyalle Abbey in Yorki^hire. It was coDisecra^ 
ted by Pope Bei^edict XII. to St Mary, and endoived wWi 
J^rge rev^ues and many immunities ; the earyiiigs and ^nt - 
ings were exquisite^ executed by the best ^artistii( Europe cjdUld 
produce. The first Abbot was Eichard^ and was succeeded^ 
in 1159, by St Walter, md in 1231 by Adam, wbp was 
succeeded by Rob^jt of Kildalie,. who died in 1273; end 
John Fogg and Andrew Hnnter were successors, and ut tte 
Refoiination, James Douglas was. Commendlitor. {i) 

There was a pan df the cbufch .standing in li^lBy ai^d 
measured 258 feet in lengthy by 137 in breadth^ and 948Jn 
circumference ; the height of the eaat windoty was S4!i feet hy 
15^, whe^e slood the gre^t alt^, beneath whjdb Atomder 
11. was blatied in 1240. Revenue ip 1561 ; 

Money, ^1758 jScot3« 

Wheat, 14.chalders, 9 bolls. 

Bear, 56 chalders, 5 btdJsw 

Meal, 78 chalders, 15boU^, 1 firlot 

Oats, 44f..chalders, 10 bolls. 

Capons, 84; Poultry, 1520; Butter, lOg ^tope?,; 

Salt,;_8 ch^ders ; Peats, 540 Ip^ds ; CarriagefS 5po..(*) 
David, in 1150, on ijie 12th kalend of January, founded 
the Abbey of Kinross, which was confirmed by tlie Ant^iope 
Calistus III, in 1174. Ascelimis was the first Abbot, wb» 
brought the monks from Melrose; he died in 1174; Reine- 
rius succeeded. This Abbey was liberally endowed by WiU 

: , C^ : 

(0 KpW» Catftlogw* (A) Pkyfoi^ vol. ii. 
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Itam the Lion in 1167» who grafted the monks flie lands of 
Strathisia, near Keith^ where Thomas Chrystall, the Abbots 
built a fortalice at Grange, one of their farms, in 1525, 
This fortalice was demolished m r802, and a parochial 
church erected on the spot. Robert Reid succeeded in 1530, 
and continued in this office -ufitii 1558, when he died at 
Dieppe, oh his return from France, where he had gone to 
adjust the marriage of Mary with thfi^ Dauphin, 

There were 20 monks in this monastery, the Abbot was 
mitred, and sat in Parliament. The library was filled with 
.valuable works, and the .furniture was superb, consisting of 
.magnificent apartments, decorated with rich altars, statues, 
and paintings, with a large prgap. Two si1]c beds, fifty 
feather beds, and many of ^coarser materials, with 28 Arras 
coverings, &c. The xuiiis.were sold tOr build the citadel of 
Inverness, (l) 

Revenue at th^ Reforination;r-^lI52 Is. Scots. Bear 
and Meal, 47 ch. lib. S f. S p. Oats, 10 b. 3 f. - Wed-^ 
ders 54, Geese 41, Capons 60, Poultry 125. (m) 

(/) FiAxfiur, ftd. ii, (»} Webrter, p. 400. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



• . *.««. ..«« ^^^ ^..^ Aspirmg tieiglit ^ 

Of old, the aplendid mansions of the great ; 
Thy fate (tremendous) lowrs upon the blast, 
And #ftitt to write on thji remuns, 'tis post. 
Oft hath the Geni of the hoary blade, 
Around thy walls his hell born daemons led ; ' 
Yet liBst thou triumphM fr'er tihs moA6ter*8-ear» . 

' And brav*d the ills of pestilential war : 
Oft hast thou seen ^ circling Reasons toll 
lo fond sucoeBsioq, Toun^.thy native pnfe ; 
Defy'd the hoary matron of the ring. 
And seen her' sicken in the lap o^ spnng : * 

But ah ! no more thy time clad head shall tv» 

. To dare the tempest, whiVst it shakes the skies ; 
Nor ene smalf wr^k inrade the fiiir concave, 
Nor shoot above its crumbUng buHia sive, . - 

^Vhen rising zephyr fiom thy ruin brings 
A world «f ato^s on its fitiry-wings. ' 

Parnqstifitn jEfarland, vpL J»_£, J'2S, 



In 1 1 38, David entered Northumberland and the Bishopric 
of Durham, when the nobility of the north country, who 
held great baronies by military tenure, conlsoeiated on this 
occasion, headed by Thurstan, the brave and venerable 
Archbishop of York. Among the other confederates was 
William, Earl of Albemarle, a young nobleman of high 
spirit, eminent in arms ; William de Gaunt, who though 
advanced in years, was held in great reputation, headed a 
corps of Flemings and Normans ; Robert de Bruce, with his 
brother Adam, led forward a well trained battalion of hardy 
youths, vassals, and followers; Roger de Mowbray, who, 
although a child, aided the cause by the greatness of his fa- 
mily and the number of his armed retinue ; and Walter de 
Epee, (Walter with the Sword) a person of gigantic stature 
and prowess, who was ranged as the first of northern war- 
riors. 



1^3 

The EiiSgHst^^^djf»n<^d^s faras'Thr^^ 
bishop T^i^rstja^ j^li^r^^ thp ytn^vfbl^ priplate tif^igp5fi.l|is 
comraissiori to. Rajgh* JBlshpp of the; CWtj^^grs. 3t^engt^^eI|i- 
^. bjr ^1^.. accession ^ s6verrf; noblemen from. Nottii^liam 
and Derbyshire, the army marched to NpcthaJJertojO^.w^ 
i}xify^ raifsed the cekferated stajidfttff^.or pia$tj^^^ shijp^; oig the 
tQ{^ pfwhidi wp? fixed a^ilver crQss,4^^d ^ n^njber.ofJb^H^p^ 
flowed round the inapt^ .an4 amjoing them were seien those: of 
i^t Pete^, si 'Johp of peveriy,; and St* Winifreid of Wajefc 
H^vhjg passed the riyei: T^es, they found th^ Scots,bad,^|n^ 
(cajjopj^d: on .a beautiful ^en plain^ called C^t^ 5i^u}r^wi^^ 
in4wo,i^le$.c^th^Engjiishipamp, .: . ; ,.{ 

. -Earjy in t^ jmopiiqg,tbe aripies mi^stered in Jliattle jQsrdf^ft 
the trujy^^t^i sounded,, wbeu the a^mias^ca^e ii^ contact,, ai?^ 
fought ^itki o^stinapy^/or some, hpurs, wbeii therSfiots V^^ 
forced tp-r^t,re^^ ingre^t wjafqsiop, jo^-ipg in th^ pqofljt?)^ 
according to many ^ waiters, 10»00Q men. Bwd ajci4 H^uy 
Jills, son rejoaamed Q)Pf'th^ field with tljeir gijarcls, ]^V^vamg 
the^i: ground,, inakihg a,stri&nuQus.r^sistonp^ hut:Vfi^e,f^lfiist 
fQr.ced fi;om . the fpuJrr^ ^nd .fl^cjl to Carlisl^, ji^jenyji,\|^^ 
young ppQce,.>V(aa.comiTiemQrated by lustonanf.fQr hisheapfj^ 

" SWjphen, who sucpefided.Hepry J» Dec- 2, .1135, fSfi^^J9 
this Priqce.jdie Earldoms ojF Northuml^erla^d' /jqd ^Hntipg^ 
ton, after his marriage with Mai^d^ daughter qf Eftri Warr 
ren, (o) by whpm he had issue, JVJalcolm,- William^ P^y»^ 
Ada, iferg^etji-and Maud; but he. died in M52,.,bpfoi^gJ^*^ 
{atk^r^{p} in:J;he 13th of his reign, | ; ; i i^ 

, Religion^ from.^.its foundation in Sc^tl^^^ idai}y g^^ 
ground until the r^ign jef Daviilj \yhen it jseeinfjd]t9;l]a;srip.3}|^ 
tained its halcyon pinnacle, which; gained to tjiat flaoparf|b jtlie 
name qf Saint Davi^ij; but aftpv M?;^^^th,|in ^I'^S,' it gi[ad- 
uaHy-d^dmed^:j^..,., .^^ » ^ ,. ^^ , ; ,Ju /r.!,.: • ./ 
He was sueccfeded by h is grandson,, Mj^lcplift^ ^ V,. i^x - Mal- 
colm, -the ]V^aiden, , a perspn qp^ e^thwsiflst;ic -bigotfy,.. ^ He jf^Cf 

' ' ■- i- .U' ; i- f! : ■: ' ': / -• ■ { i, " \ :\.. -^ ;-.v 

(ffj Calliope^ 259. Co) Burton's History, of ScotlawK 95. (j)) Drake, 10» 

• 1 .J, !■. . ' . :-:••) (5>>' Ibidem. ^> '"' :"'' ■■^"'^"> 



m 

sfd^fed IdrgiftaSi^ tihr Ae tlnh-ihiBS arid tbMexik ^ iScoltmicI, 
to StTDbinSnfck^is cbiiv)erit dt P4*^tat>ristfkrrtesi at ChBHiigsi 
ford ai'Eissex, arifl td the tnbijfastery at tteaflirtg. 
• -'^-Slfepli^ dfed, Monday, October *5v 1154, afid! Hiirry 
llr^omWed- the? throne; ; '' ' ; " • . 

' •• At this peHdd Kved th^ ttbtdrfbtis^ iTiortr^ A fieteftet, >!ioi 
fd^'lHs'iTtiiiy ahibldiekter kct$y wa^ cm^hfeed by Pbpe 
atidef,' tttid his MyvrtLs maAed til the IRubrJcj July'thi^ lift} 
but ii ily irtow m' the black letter* He was Artbbishdp- of 
Gstnterburyj but; like many of oui' iiiiratte mongers, woAM,"^ 
Tittatiylticratite concern deviate from his #ord, ' a^ tliis gaiirt 
was known to have done, ^Qt wliich W Was forced to leave 
€he' ;*tage • rind seek reftigefin Fraticel, Whcire he' performed 
ihahy mirades — =whlch, if the twentieth jiart were vidid; we 
must is(tireiy conftss, that he was at on6e the itidsteccentWe 
ehd'pioiisiyaiht that ever* parsed the threshbld 6^81 P^tet^s 
gfete. t shatl not fatigfue my reader^ With the lotig catalogue of 
^Trades said to havfe been performed by thiis saint, as they 
&r ekceed'thbse of the divide legiislator, btit I <*atitt6t m jiis- 
fids tdhi^ menib^ypass over a few of th^ itiOst stupetiddus; 
fittid- (eA:p€d€ MertvieTn) judge bf the stock by the sample. • 

A certain man, named Aliwardus^ having i)tk^ aud^ity td 
'cointoft sacrilege, anrf steal) what? A whetstotie.' A mighty 
tiiiitcif* ftoriitL liafnt, who as saints should i^hew theif ihisi^ioil 
liCffargiveriesfe' tb lapsing man even 70 times 7 limes in a day, 
^vs holy Archbishop struck the poor' wretch &rmd! and 
t^atised dbmestic Contention by rendering hinf^ iiho im]potent i 

Becket had a bird whom he had learned tb spi^ak, aAd tihat 
•bird flying forth, V(;a^ ^eiz^d by a spahPbW'hawK, when the 
■bird caiMalbid—keljitfa^ Saint Thonias r th^ hawk drop- 
'pttl his prey; dnd ftU dead; . . ' ' * \ 

' Eveh the V.^M. deignfed to mrake His' sliiris, abd' sewed 
with red silk, the only thread used by the jawiaT 6hoir. ' • ' 
-' While ^eSaiitit was at l^ictei^,' th6 V;Ml descended 
ftbm Heaven, arid fconversed fl-eely WitK' htm ; and being sb 
well satisfied with his piety, presented him with a vial of 
consecrated oil, to be used.^t the coronation of th^ fenglisli 
Kings. 



But to return to our history: I find Morgund, Earl of 
Mar, witnessed a charter' to the monastery of Dunfermline. 
{r\ Baldwin of Mar was witness to a charter to Waltet 
Stuart, great Steward of Scotland, in the fifth of Malcolm's 
reign, in 1158, from the camp at Roxburgh* 
- Malcolm died in Il65, being the eleventh of Henry, and 
was succeeded by hi$ brother, William the Lion> 

Morgund died in 1160, leaving two sons, Gilchrist and 
Congal de Mar, designed Congal de Tullybardine, whahad 
but one daughter, Murial, who married the Earl of Stra^- 
thern ; {s) to him she had a daughter named Ada, who mar- 
tied Sir William Murray, and brought to him the lands of 
Tullybardine. (t) 

'Gilchrist succeeded as Fourth' Earl of Mar, which title I 
gave to all his predecessors, but it was not customary to np- 
minate the Earls after their lands until the year H07> in the 
reign of Alexander L and in 1153, under Malcolm IV, when 
tlie name came in use. Gilchrist witnessed a charter from 
-Malcolm IV. in 1163, and enjoyed his dignity but a short 
time, dying in 1166, and was succeeded by his son> («) Mor- 
gund, Fifth Earl of Mar, who served his Majesty William 
io many wars : in whose service, as heir to his father, his title - 
is at large in Selden's titles of honour, from which I shall 
give a small abstract. 

William, King of Scotland, &c. To all Bishops, Priests, 
Earls, Barons, &c. be it known, th^t to Morgund, Earl of 
Mar, son and heir legitimate to the late Gilchrist, Earl of 
Mar, &c. we grant and consign to the said Morgund, the 
Earldoms of Moray and Mar, dated 117K 

The service appears remarkably singular, and drawn out 
to a great length, and I thought it proper to insert no more, 
but refer my readers to that work, where they will find it at 
larg^ But even this short extract elucidates, that Gilchrist 
and Morgund his son both held the Earldom of Moray. 

(r) Douglas Peerage, 458. («) lb. (0 lb. («) lb. 

X 
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la 117* was fought tlie battle of Mprwickj {a>) vthefe Uis 
Majesty WM t^k^n prisoner, (^) and cpntmaed u.n^il I)e.<?/ 
a*. J175, wbjQR Morgiind p^4 his ranspm,. ^IQO^QftQj oojw 
leet^ in tKe kingdom. His Majesty, ftxr hi$ fidelity, g^ve 
him the lands of Driiiinlanrig. (a) 

Morgun^ made a. donation pf the patronage of Milroch 
church, and Go^helton^ a <?uracy of land, to the Priory qf 
Su, Andrew*, for th^ solvation of the^ souls of him and Agnes, 
Ccfuntess of Mar, his sptpus^e* In a charter of confmnalfioji 
to the Priory of St* Andrews^. AJaJcol^a is nominated th<$ son 
of Morgund ; a^d in a foundation charter to St. Peter's Hpsr 
pitgl in St. Andrews, JaiPigs hisS brother is. meAtione^ by 
Matthew, Bishop of Aberdeen, who sat in that Spe from 118> 
to 1199. Morgund diod in 1177j and wa^ succeeded by 
Gilberts, Sixth Earl.of Mar^ who is mentioned in a cbayter. 
firo^ii. King William it\ 1178, (a) 

Gregpry IL was Bishop of Dunkeld, on the deatji of Cor- 
mac, in 1177; *nd Walter de Bid.un was elected in 117fi[, 
^od was sttccjeeded by John Scolt,^ who satin the Siee until 

Heajry H. di^ Thursday, July 6, 1189, a,nd w^^ in- 
terred at Fol?i;tcyerard, when Richard I. mounted the throne^ 

William the Lion, on the accession of Richard, w^nt over 
to England, and entered into a bond qf alliance, which was 
observed with great fidelity, even in Richard's distress, qs he 
sept Djivid his brolher> with 5000. .auxiliary soldiers, to aid 
him in the holy w^r* The articles of alliance were^ that, for 
^he 10,000 merks sterU (then paid), the c^tles; of Berwi^Jc 
and Roxburgh should Tbe restoved^ and that every charter, 
deed, or instrument, given to , Henry by xonstraint while 
Willian^ was a prisoner in England sliould be returned, and 
that he should enjoy all the honours held in England by his 
brother Malcolm, with all the castles and lands held by h'j^ 
ancestors under the English crown, for which WUliaoi swoce 
fealtyr 

{x) Doug W Peerage, 458. (y) Call'donian ItinM-ary, vol. i» p. 150^ 

(r) Writs of Mar. (a) Douglas, 458. (6) Writs of Mar. 
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Gilbert, Earl of Mftr, with hrs brotfievs James and Mai- . 
colm, sons of Morgund, witnesired ifeereral charters to the 
religious houses in Abei'deen. (c) 

As the castle of Kildrummy now conies under ihy observa- 
tion, I mean to say a few words on the foundation, for which' 
I must return back a few years, to the seventh of William 
the Lion, which falls in the year 1172) when Gilbert, Earl 
of Mar, laid the foundation of the Snow Tower, so named 
from the altitude and whiteness of the stones ; the buildings 
were afterwards gradually carried round, as the ruins yet 
display different architecture. Mr, Playfair says, that the 
ruins occupy three Scots acres ; but this, in palliation, I shall 
call a lapsus lingua, or a typographical error, as that gentle- 
man has not seen the country, or this ^veould never hav€ fallen 
from his pen. Mr. Webster speaks with more accuracy, 
when he makes it but one. This building was consecrated t<r 
St. Bride, a virgin, who died in A. D. S^*, and was buried 
in the Collegiate Chapel of Abernethy, and when entire, 
was the greatest object of national splendour and antiquity in 
the country. It was called Kyndromyn, Keildreme, and 
Kildrummy, (Gaelic) the head of a small eminence, or cha- 
pel on the hill. 

Pleas'd with the ealm bewitching hours, 

When evening [shadows o er the plain, 

I seek Kildrummy 's roofless towers, ^ 

And listen to the litght owFs strahi I 

Here, where the verdant ash tree .hangSy 

Once haBs superb, majestic rose 1 

Where chords with viberating twangs, 

High raised the soul, and cancelTd woes. 

See here, where on the rugged ground 

The mutilated fragments He, 

Where erst arose the choral sound, 

And fuming incense floated high. 

What are ye now ? ye arches drear, 

What can ye shew to sooth th^ breast ? 

(c) Douglas' Peerage, 458. 
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But pensive twiltght's frequent tear. 
That falls in chiystal lustre drest ! 
• Yet o'er tlie scene of rude decay, , 
Blithe nature darts the morning beam I 
Here too* the blushing ev'ning ray- 
Inspires the soul with fancy's dream ! 
And he 1*6 pale Cynthia sheds her light, 
*The shatter d roofs and walls among ; 
And here the solemn hour, at night 
Is cheer'd with Bubo's plaintive song ? 
The aged Pilgrim tvorn and sad 
Here shaU. no smiles Iiis bosom warm. 
Nor can he find what foes forbade, 
A shelter from the. chiUing storm ) 
Blow 9 blow^ ye keen and ruthless winds ; 
Ye livfd light*nings flash around ! 
While terror freezes guilty minds, 
And conscience owns the cureless wound. 
Here I can view unchi]l*d with dread, 
The crest fall'n towers and rooBess dome ; 
The walls hang tott'ripg o'er the head i 
The long drawn monumental gloom ! 
Where hush*d each requiem, ev'ry rite 
Is o'er, the ashes soundly sleep ! 
While blushing rigour shrinks from light, 
And melancholy hides — to weepw 
And superstition gliding round, 
A thousand ghastly shades shall gleam ; 
While o'er the humid dew gem'd ground 
Steals the faint moon's retiring beam ! 
Yet, hither shall the Redbreast bring. 
The Lily and the pale, pale Rose : 
And every fragrant flow'r of spring, 
To deck the bed of long repose. 
Sweet gentle bird ! no wand'rer rude, * 
Shall bid thee from these ruins flee 
Blest minstrel of this solitude ! 
Still shall thou sing to solace mc. (fl). 



('?) Shrill^ of Bei-tha> vol. i. ||). 89, parodied. 
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The Snow Tower was a circular fabric of five floors or 
stories in height, and having no other building near, ap«» 
peared most majestic, even before the additions were made 
by the succeeding Earls, which formed an imequal pentagon, 
carried round a spacious court, 1 

From the windings of the river Don, along the contour of 
th^ hill, separating the north western confines of Cuslmie, 
where fhe country gradually ascends to the west, having the 
mountains on the western extremity of the parish. A small 
rivulet flows in the angle formed by this junction, appearing 
to have directed its course southward, along the bottom of 
the western ridge to the Don, and in that direction Ras form- 
ed a beautiful ravine, {e) 

Where, from the wild romantic clifft arOund, 

Tlie headlong torrents fall witH hollow sound, 

And 6tealing thro' the winding vale be]6w, 

Unseen thro' mid-day glooms incessant flow : , 

While sullen Echo's airy tongue betrays, 

W^here round her scat the rippling channel strays ; 

While the lone owl, her lurid haunts among, 

To the pale moon repeats her nightly song. {/) 

This rivulet has taken an easterly course, and for a short 
space has formed a deep and narrow* defile, along the bottom 
of the mountain, on the north, until it regains the former 
direction to the Don. Supposition points out to many, the 
formation of the eminence from' the base of the castle. Ftdm 
this pentagon rose six lesser towers, which both guarded and 
beautified^ the intervening buildings : they were only two 
floors in height. Two of these towers were placed as Watches 
for securing of die gate, which fronted the south, occupying 
the space between, and closed by a ponderous portcullis. 

All the walls, but the Snow Tower, were four feet thick, 
built with pebbles and lime, faced with hewn sympexia, 
or freestone, of which there are many v^ins in the country. 



(e) Statistical History of Scotland, vol. xviii. p. 411. 
(/) Widow, vol. ii. j». 42. 
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T!^ walls of thfc Show Tower were thirteen feet four inches 
thiifk/ with a deep fountain of water in the lower apartment, 
Whicli wars conveyed by ^ chain through thejother floors, and 
a snbteffraneous passage fironting the north led to the rivulet 
which supplied the moat ; the passage was faced with. pebbles 
Jind topped wrdi flags, but, like the castle, is gone to wreck. 
The western wall of the castle was reared on the verffe of 
file, ascent, and rose in gentle gradations, affording space for 
- the garden, which, although well sheltered and warm, was 
too ffiminittiTe for such a noble structure, (g) The ravine 
secured the north, and the brook was rendered. subservient 
at pleasure. Gilbert was witness to a charter dated 1181, 
but dying in that year without i^sue, was succeeded in rights 
by his brother, Gilchrist, 7th Earl of Mar, who was witness 
to many charters, >and made a donation to the Episcopal See 
of Moi*ay of the patronage of the church of Aberchirdbr ; but 
a dispute arising between Breeius, Bishop of Moray, and ^ 
him, concerning that patronage, winy referred their cause to 
King William, and bothj at the earnest desire of their So- 
vereign, made over their right thereof to the monastery of . 
Dunfermline. {A) 

*■ * ■ • * .... ^>. .-■.-.-■■■ ^., ^ . ■ ^^'.. ^^ — - .1 .J . ^ ... 

(,ff) Dtn^hs' PtiBttgii, 466. (*) Ibid. 
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CHAPTER X, 



M««w •>«««• iM«M|i^ ft—- ruM^ulMihliS'lVIld; 
Bursts tbro* thy lay? ^th. b)o^ 4«fiV<l,; 
Tne patriot hero there expires iit vain ; 
There glare upon my yniosr- th>* imburietl dinpf 
Whose whit'ning bcuiea.ha«^ «t?^^*4 th« eii«aqg]«iitf|fClr]^)i|i4<; ' 
While near ii^ruToM heaps the hamlet Jie%, 
That burning heiu*d the cries 
Of innocence and blis% tha| siiul» no la^i^f 
The peaceful cottage round* the rij^n'd harT.e^.oV; 
And desolation cold alone is found* 
To plant her ^ild wefi$l4.4wvF«.9i»4 sfWe^A W 4i3gnfift ffv|^ 



There is a gentleman's sedt cklied Kil'drummy in the 
County of Nairn, three miles south west of the capital. Gil- 
bert, Earl of 'Strathern, in 1200, gave a foundatipn charter 
to the Abbey of Inchaffry, which was witqessec} by the Earl 
of Mar in the second year of John, who asqend^d the throne 
on the demise of Richard, Tuesday,^ April 6, 1 199, and was 
inhumed at Fonteverardw In 1213,. Gilchrist, Earl of Mar, 
built a Priory fpr die Culdee canons regular pf St. Andrews., 

(0 

BALLAD, 

On Carron'sside tlie PriiqFpse, pale, 

Why doe» it wear » purple hue? 
Ye maidens fair of .Mailt vak, 

Why stream your eyes with pf^*s'de^? 
'Tis aU with gentle Owen's- Uood 

That purple grows the primrose pale ; 
That pity pours the tender^ flood 

From each fair eve in Mafli vale. 



(i) Douglas' Peerage^ 459, 
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The ev*ning star sat in his eye, 

The sun his golden tresses gavey 
The north's pure mom her orient dye. 

To him who rests in yonder grafVe J 
Beneath no high, historic stone, 

Tho* nobly bom, is Owen laid, 
Stretch'd on the green wood's lap alone. 

He sleeps beneath the waving shade. 
There many a flow'ry race hath sprung. 

And fled bclfore the mountain gale. 
Since first his simple dirge ye sung ; 

Ye maidens fair of Marli yale. 
Yet still when May with fragrant feet, 

Hath wander'do*er your meads of gold, ' 

That dirge I hear so simply sweet 

Far echo'd from each evening fold. , 

'Twas in the pride of William's day, (k) 

When Scotland's honours flourished stiU, 
That Moray's Earl, with mighty sway 

, Bore rule o er many a Highland hill. , ~ 

And far for him their fruitful store . ' 

The fairest plains of Carron spread ; 
In fortune rich, in ofi&pring poor, 

An only daughter crown'd his Led. 
Oh ! not poor^— the wealth that flows 

In waves of ^old round India*s throne. 
All in her shining breast that glows, 

To Helen's charms, were -earth and stone. (/) 
For her the youth of Scotland sigh'd/ 

The Frenchman ^ay, the Spaniard grave,i 
And smoother Italy applied, 

And many an English Baron brave* 
In vain by foreign arts assail'd, 
* ' No foreign loves her breast beguile, 

And England's honest valour faifd, 

(A) William the Lion, King of Scotland. 
(t) Th« Laif Helen, only daughter of John, Earl of Moray, betrothed to the Earl 
•f Nifhiiidale, and after^'ards to the Earl of Barnard, was esteemed one of the finest 
women in Europe ; in lo much, that sh^ had several suitors and admirers fi^m foreiga 
tourts.. 
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Paid With a. cold Lilt courteous smile* ^ \ 

, " Ah ! woe to thee young KithUdale, 

" That o'er that cheek tlibse rdses stray M, 
" Thy br^th> the violet of the vale, 

** Thy voice, the miisic of the shadel 
*' Ah ! woe to thee, that Helen's love, 

" Alone to thy soft tale would yield ! 
"Tor soon those gende arms shall prove 

" The conflict of a ruder field." 
'Twas thus a-wayward sister spoke. 

And cast a rueful glance behind I 
As from her dimwood glen she broke. 

And mounted on the inorning wind. 
She spoke and vanish'd ; more immov'd 

Than Moray^s rocks, when storms invest 
The valiant youth by Helen lov'd 

With aught that fear, or fate suggest* 
For love, me thinks, ha^h power to raisQ . * 

The soul above a vulgar state ; 
Th' unconquer'd banners he displays 

Controul our fears, and^ fix our fate* 
'Twas. when, oh summer's softest eve. 

Of clouds thkt wander d west away. 
Twilight with gentle hand did weave, 

Her ffury robe of night and^day. 
When all the mountain gales were still, 

And the waves slept along the shore, 
And the sun sunk beneath the hill, 

Left his last smile on Lammer-more. (m) 
Led by those waking dreams of thought. 

That warm the young un'practis'd breast, , 

Her wonted bow'r sweet Helen sought. 

And Carron murmur'd near, and sooth'd her into rest. 
There b some kind and courtly sprite, 

That o'er the realm of fancy reigns. 
Throws sunshine on the mask of night, 

And smiles at slumber's powerless chains. 

(m) Lammer or Lammer-more; a chain of mountains in Scotland, running from 
east to west. • - 
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'Tis told, and I believe the tale. 

At this soft hour the sprite was there. 
And spread with fairer flowers the vale. 

And fiU*d with sweeter sounds the air. 
A bower he fram'd (for he could frame 

What long might wearj mortal wight ; 
Swift as the lightning's rapid flame 

Darts on the unsuspecting sight.) 
Siich bower he fl:am*d with magic hand. 

As well that wizzard bard hath wove, 
In scenes where fair Armido*8 wand 
' Wav'd all the witcheries of love. 
Yet was it wrought in simple shew ; 

Nor Indian mines nor Orient shores 
Had lent their glories here to glow^ 

Or yielding here their shining stores. 
All round a poplar's trembling arms 

The wild rose wound her damask flower ; 
The woodbine lent her spicy charms, 

That loves to weave the lover's bower. 
The ash that courts the mountain air, 

In all her painted blooms arrayed, 
The wilding's blossom blushing fair, 

Combin'd to form the flowery shade* 
With thyme that loves the brown hill*s breast. 

The cowslips sweet reclining head, 
Xhe violet 'of sky woven vest, 

Was all the fairy ground bespread. 
But, who is he, whose locks so fair 

Adown his manly shoulders flow ; 
Beside him lies the hunter*s spear. 

Beside him sleeps the warrior's bow. 
He bends to Helen — (gentle sprite, 

Thy sweet seductive arts forbear,) 
He courts her arms with fond delight, 

And instant vanishes in air. 
Hast thou not found at early dawn 

Some soft ideas melt away. 
If o'er sweet vale, or flowery lawn, 

The sprite of dreams hath bid thee stray ? 
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Hast thol^not some fair object seen. 

And when the fleeting form was past^ 
Still on thy memory found its mein, 

And felt the fond idea last ? 
Thou hast, and oft the pictur d view, 

Seen in some vision counted vain, 
Has struck thy wondering eye anew, 

And brought the long lost dream again. 
With warrior's bow, with hunter's spear, 

With locks adown his shoulders spread. 
Young Nithisd^e b. ranging near, 

He's ranging near yon mountain's head. 
Scarce had one pale moon pass'd away. 

And fill'd her silver urn again, 
When in the devious chace to str^iy, 

Afar f^om all his woo^nd train. 
• To Carron's banks his fate consign'd, 
' And, all to shun the fervid hour, 
He sought some friendly shade to find, 

And found the visionary bower. 
Led by the golden star of love. 

Sweet Helen took her wonted way. 
And in the deep depending grove. 

Sought refuge frona the fervid' day. 
Oh ! who is he, whose ringlets fair 

Disorder'd o'er his green vest flow, 
Reclin'd in rest — whose sunny hair 

Half hides the fair cheeFs airdent glow ? 
'Tis he, that sprite's illusive guest, 

(Ah me! that sprites can fate controail !) 
That Fives still imag*d on her breast. 

That lives still pictur'd in her soul. 
As when some gentle spirit fled 

From earth to breathe Elysian air. 
And, in the train whom we call dead, 

Perceives' its long lov'd partner there: 
Soft, sudden pleasure rushes o'er, . 

Resistless, o'er its airy frame. 
To find its future fate restore 

The object of its former flame, 
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So Helen stood — h^^ power to mave 

Had'he, who bpunid in aluoiber's ckun,^ 
Seem'd haply, o'er his hill to row, 

And wind his woodland chace again* 
She stood, but tr^mbled-^mingied fear 

And fond delight and melting love. 
Seiz*d all her soul^ she came not ni^ar, • 

She came not near that fatal grove. 
She strives to fl j^f-^from wizzardV waj(id . 

As weH might powerless captive fly — 
The new cropt flower falls from her Imad, 

Ah ! fail not with that flower to die. 
Hast thou not se^n soxpe azure gieant 

Smile in the morning's orient eye. 
And skirt the red*ning clouds soft beam. 
, What time the sun was hasting nigh ? 
Thou hast — and diou. canst fancy well 

As any muse that mecf$ thine e^, . 
The soul set eye of Nithisdale 

When wak'd, itfix-'d on Helen near* 
Silent they gaz*d — that silence broke, 

^[ H^l goddess of these groves, he CTJedtt 
" O let me wear thy gentle yoke,, 
; ** O let me in thy service bide* 
" For thee 111 qlimb the mountmp steep, 

** Unwearied chace the destln'd pi:e(y, 
" For thee 1*11 pierce the wild-wood deep, 

" And part the sprays that vei^ thy way." 
For thee-*-0 stranger, cease, she swd,^ 

And swiil away, like Daphne» flew ; 
But Daphne's flight was not delay'd 

By aught that to her bosom grew- 
*Twas Atalanta's golden; fruitj^ 

The fond idea that confined 
Fair Helen's steps, and bless'd his. suit. 

Who was not far, not far behind. 
O love ! within those golden vales, 

Those genial airs where thou wast bon^ 
Where nature listening thy soft tales, 

Leans on the rosy breast of mortv. 
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IVhere the.^weot smiles* the graces d^^ll. 

And tender sighs tjxp he»et rexopy^^. 
In silent eloquence to t^i' 

Thy tale, O soul subduing love ! 
Ah ! wherefore should g^rim rage W nigh, 

And dark distrust mth changeful face, 
And jealousy's reverted eye 

Be near thy fair, thy &vour*d. plac^? . 
Earl Barnard was of hi^ degree, 

And Lord of many a Lowland Hind, 
And long for Helen love had he> 

Had lo.¥e» biut not of gei^iitle kind* 
From Moray's Halls her ^sent hour^ 
, He watched with all a miser's care : 
The wide domain^ the princely dower^ 
' Made Helen, more thaa Helen falr^ 
' Ah wretch ! to thiak the liberal sodi 

May thus with iair a&ectiQja part ? 
Though Lothiaa & vales thy sway controui. 

Know, Lothian is not woith one. heart. 
Studious he marks her. absent hoiir,; 

^ And winding &r where Carron flowsy 
Sudden he sees the lated bower^ 

And red ra^e on his dark broii^ glowsii 
For who is he ? — -'tis, Nithiadde 1 

And that fair form with afin i^edio^'d 
On his ? — 'tis Helen of the vale» 

'Tis she (Q powers of vengeance) kind* 
Should he that vengeance svirift pui^ue ? 

No— that would aU his hopes destroy; 
Moray would vanish from his viewy^ 

And rob him of d: miser's joy. 
Unseen to Moray V lisijk he hies, 

He calls his slaves,, his ruffian band» 
Aiid haste to yonder groves, h^ cne9>> 

And ambuah'd lie by Cairon's strand. 
What time ye mark from'bowei' or gle% 

A gentle lady .take her way 
To distance due, and far from ken. 

Allow her length of time to stjtay. 
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Then ransack straight that range of groves, 

With hunter's spear, and vest of green, 
If chance, a rosy stripling roves, 

^ Ye well can aim your arrows keen. 
And now the ruffi^ui slaves are nigh, 

And Helen takes her homeward way : , 
Though stay d by many a tender sigh, 

She can no longer, longer stay. 
Pensive, against yon poplar pale. 

The lover leans his gentle heart. 
Revolving many a tender tale. 

And wondVing still how they could part. 
Three arrows pierce the desert air, 

Ere yet his tender dreams depart; 
And one struck deep his forehead fair. 

And one went thro* his gentle heart. 
Love*s waking dream is lost in sleep, 

He lies beneath yon poplar pale ; 
Ah ! could we marvel ye should weep ; 

Ye maidens fair of Marli vale ! 
When all the, mountain gales were still, 

And the wave slept against the shorie, 
And the sun sunk beneath the hill; 

Left his last smile on Lammer-more. 
Sweet Helen takes her wonted way. 

Along the fairy featured vale. 
Bright o'er his wave does Carron play, 

And soon she'll meet her Nithisdale. 
She'll meet him soon — for at her sight 

Swift as the mountain deer he sped ; 
The evening shades will sink in night. 

Where art thou loitering lover, fled ? 
O ! she will chide thy trifling stay, 

Ev'n now the soft reproach she frames ; 
Can lovers brook such long deby ? 

Lovers that boast of ardent flames ! 
He comes not — weary with the chacc. 

Soft slumber o'er his eye -lids thfows 
Her veil— we'll steal one dear embrace, 
. We'll gently steal on his repose. . 
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This is the bower— well softly tread— 

He sleeps beneath jon poplar pale- 
Lover, if e*er thy heart has bled, 
- Thy heart will far forego my tale ! 
Helen is not in princely bower, 

She's not in Moray's splendid train ; 
Their mistress dear at midnight hour. 

Her weeping maidens seek in vain. 
Her piHow swells not deep with down, 

For her no balms their sweets exhale r 
Her Kmbs are on the pale turf thrown, 

Press'd by her lovely cheek as pide. 
On that fair cheek, that flowing hair. 

The broom its yellow leaf hath shed, 
And the chill mountain's early air 

Blows wildly o'er her beauteous head. 
As the soft star of orient day, 

When clouds involve his rosy light, 
Darts thro' the gloom a transient ray, 

And leaves the world once more to night ; 
Returning life illumes her eye, ^ 

And slow its languid orb unfolds— 
What are those bloody arrows nigh ? . 

Sure, bloody arrows she beholds ! 
What was that form so ghastly pide. 

That 4ow beneath the poplar lay ? 
'Twas some poor youth — Ah ! Nithisdale 1 

She said, and silent sunk away, 
The mom is on the mountain spread. 

The wood lark trills his liquid strain-^ 
Can mom's sweet music raise the dead ? 

Give the set eye its soul again ? 
A shepherd of that gentler mind 

Which nature not profusely yields, 
Seeks in these lonely shades to find 

Some wanderer from his little fields. 
Aghast he stands — and simple fear 

O'er all his paly visage glides-— 
" Ah me ! what meanip this misery here? - 

« Wh^ fate this lady fair betides ?". 
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He bears her t6 ^is friendly home. 

When Efe, te ftftcfe, \m bul retlrM— *. 
With haste he frabies the lover's tomb, 

Fpr he is quite, i^ quite eipir*d. 
" O hide me in thy humble bdwet,** 
^ Returning late to life she said ; 
** 111 bind th)^ crook with many a Slower ; 

*' With many a rosy wreath thy head* 
** Good Shepherd Wte to. yonder grove, 

** And, if my love asleep is laid, 
'^ Oh ! wak6 him hot, but sd^y move 

" SomepiDow to that gentle head. 
** Sure, thou wilt know him, shepherd swain, 

** Thou know's^ tlie sun riSe o*er the sea—- 
** But oh ! no lamb in all thy train 
, " Was eer so djild, to mild as he. 
*^ His head is on tn6 wood moss laid ; 

*^ I did not Wake his slumber deep^ 
" Sweet 'sin^ the Redbreast o'er the shade— 

** Why, gentle lady, would you weep ?" 
As flowers that fad^ in burning day. 

At evening find the dew-drop dear, 
But fiercer feel the nobn-ttde ray, 

When softeta'd by the nightly tear :' 
Returning in the flowing tear, 

This lovely flower mo^ sweet than they, 
Found her fmr soul, aiid wandering near, 
" The stranger. Reason, cross'd her ^ay. 
Found her fahr soul — ah ! so to find. 

Was but more dreadful grief to know ! 
Ah ! sure, the privilege of mind 

Can not be worth the wish of woe. 
On melancholy's silent urn, 

A softer shade of sorrow falls, 
But Helen can no more return. 

No more return to Moray's Halls, 
Beneath the low and lonely shade, 

The slow consuming liour she'll weep, 
^ Till naturie seeks her last lefl aid, 

In the sad; sombrous arms of sleep* 



^ These jewels all linineet for me, 

" Shalt thou," sKe said, " good shepherd take ;. 
** These gems will purchase gold £ox thee, 
"And these be thine for Helen's sake. 
** So fail th6u not, at eve iand morn, 

" The rosematy's pale bough to bring, 
** Thou knowest \ifhere I was forloru, 

** Where thou hast heard the redbreast Sing. 
^ Heedful I'll teach thy flocks the while, 

** Or aid the shepherdess' care, 
-'" For I. will share her humble toil, 

" And I her friendly roof will share.'* 
^ And now two lonesome years are past, 
In luxury of lonely paiA-— 
The lovely mourner found at last 

To Moray's Halls is borne again. 
Tet has she left one object dear. 

That wears love's sunny eye of joy-*- 
Is Nithisdale reviving here ? 

Of is it but a shepherd's boy ? 
By Carron's side a shepherd's boy, 

He 4)inds his vale flowers with the r^d ; 
He wears love's sunny heart of joy. 
And birth he little seems to heed. 
But ah ! too more his infant sleep 
Cloies beneath a mother's smile. 
Who, only when it clos'd wo^ild weep, 

And yield to tender woe the while. 
No more, with fond attention dear, 

She seeks th' unspoken wish to flndj 
No more shall she, with pleasure's tear, 

See the soul Waxing into mind. 
Does nature bear a tyrant's breast ? 

Is she the fnend of stern control ? 
Wears she the despot's purple vest ; 
Or fetters s^i^ the free-born soul ? 
Where, worst of tyrants, is thy claim, 

In chains thy children's breasts to bind ? 
Gav'st thou the promothean flame? 
The mcoTOmiinicable mind? 
z 
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Thy qffipnng are gcfi4 WdJuw'^ <fi?» 

Aid rf ter fm isp^m^n fceim ? 

Each privife^ ah^ giyfs tP tbee ; 

Know, ib^i ^sb (^^i^ge 19 tb^r^« 
They have thy fert»P«f I^W thin^ i^y^^ 

Perhaps $p|»f feejip^ pf thy heart r 
And wilt thou tbgif Ipy'd hearts dpoy 

Tq 9^t $bfiir ftir» Aeir prpper p^rt?^ 
The Lord of JipthifipV ftrtite y^lfi • * 

111 fated Helen cl^iflRS thy haijjl ; 
Thou knowest no| (hy ^Kithisd^Ip 

Was laid Ipw by hi? ryffiw baui 
And Moray with ijqfAtber'd eyi?«# 

Fix'd on fair Lothian'$ fertile dftW 
Attends his humaq 99Qrifi$;^« 

Without the Grgci^q p£i^i)^er*^ ff\\f 
O married love ! thy b^rd sh^l a\yn^ 

Where two congenial ^ouls unite^ 
The golden chain inlaid ^ith dpW9« 

Thy lamps with Hg^v^'p ovi) spUi^jor b.right- 
But if no radiant stj^c qi ]o^» 

O Hym^Q I aipife Qn thy fair rfte, 
Thy chain a wre|che(i VK^ight shaH prQ??^ 

Thy lamp a sad sppwlcb.ra] Ughtt 
And now has Timje'g s]qw widening vin£» 

Borne many a ye«r ynwartV l^vitb spef d--. 
Where is the ^oy by C^rrop's spring, 

Who bound hi^ vafe flowei» witb th^ r?ed ?" 
Ah me ! those flj>w«rs bft bin<ts np a^^r« ; 

No early chariA Wtqrp^ isigain ; 
The parent qatvrjp k^epa in 6to.re> 

Her best joys for h^r little train. 
No longer heed thi? wq beam bright, 

That plays oq G^rron'f breasi h? can ; 
Season has len( hpr qMivering light, 

And dhewn th^ chequer'd field of ma^. 
As the first hujQan b^ir pf earth 

With f>?Q.3i|rQ pye hin?seif sii»y?y'4 
And all unconsaipus of his birtha 

Sal thoughtful bnoe in Eden's ahad^ ;. 
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In pensive thonghi eo OWea st^a^*d) 

Wild C&rron's loDely wooib amomg^ 
And once botiiat^ tiifeir greenest gh^i 

He fpudly fTBM^d this sltnpib iotrg i 
Why is this crook adorn*d with jgM ? 

Why am I uk» otMm tM ? 
Why does no iab'our me~einpk>y# 
If I am but h shepherd's b^j ? 
A silken vest litke mine 66 greeD> 
/ In shepherd's hut I hdve not beeil^ 
Why should I in such venture joy^ 

If I am but^a shepherd's bo^ ? 
I krvpw it is no shepherd*^ alt 

His written meaning to impart^-^ 
Upon ray hfeart to 611*1 with joy, 
If I am but 9 shepherd's boy* 
This bracelet bright, that binds my afnli-^ 
It could not come from firhepherd'sfarm; 
It only would that arm annoy, 

If I were biit a shepherd's bdy. 
And thou, O silent pietui^ fair, 

That lov'st upon me t'hi?!<^, 
O say, and fill my heart with joy> 
That I am ncrt a shepherd's boy. 
Ah lovely youth ! thy tender lay 

May not thy gentle Me prolong ; 
See'st thou yott hightitigale a prey ? 

The fierce hd^k havering o'er his song ? 
His little heaft is l^ge with l0v^, 

He swetetly hioite his ev^riihg stai-^ 
And fate's more poihted ai*»>ws m&ve, * 

Insidious^ &6m hifi eye afan 
The ^epherdess^ whose kindly care 

Hadwfetfch'd o*er Oiiren'ft infant bredth^ 
Must now their silent mansions shane, 

Whom time leads calmly down ^o death. 
*' O tell me parent, if tliou art, 
^ " What is this loving picture dear? 
" Why wounds its mournlbl eye my licart, 
" Why fio^iffs from thine th' unbiddfch tear ?^ 
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** Ah youth { tojeave thee loth am ly 

** Tho' I ,be not thy parent dear ; 
'' And would'st thou wish, or ere I die^. 

«* The story of thy birth to hear ? 
** But it wiH make thee much bewail^ 

" And it will make thy fair eye swell" — 
She said, and told the woesome tale» 

As sooth as shepherdess might telL 
The heart, that sorrow doom*d to share 

Has worn the frequent seal of woe^ 
Its sad impression learns to bear^ 

And finds full oft, its ruin flow. 
But when that seal is first imprest » 

When the young heart its pain shall try». 
For the soft, yielding, trembling breast,. 

Oft seem» the startled soul to fly« 
Yet fled not Owen's wild amaze^ 

In paleness cloth'd and lifted handb^ 
And horror's dread, upmeaning gaze^ . 

Mark the poor statue, as it stands. 
The simple guardian of his life, 

Look'd wistful for the tear to g^ide. 
But when she saw his tearless strife, , 

Silent, she lent him one-^lind died« 
** No, I am not a shepherd's boy," 

Awaking from his dream, he said,. 
** Ah ! where is now the prorois'd joy^ 

" Of this ?— for ever, ever fled 1 
*' O picture dear ! for her loy'd sake 

^' How fondly could my heart bewail ^ 
*' My friendly Shepherdess, O wake^ 

" And tell me more of this sad tale. 
'' O tell me more of thia sad tale— > 

" Nq ; thou enjoy *st thy gentle sleep i 
** And I will go to Lothian's vale, 

** And more than all her waters weep.'* . 
Owen to Lothian's vale is fled. 

Earl Barnard's lofty towers appear,. 
O I thou art there, the fond heart said, 

Q 1 art thou therC| my parent d^ar ? 
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Yes, she is there : from idle state, 

Oft has she stole her hours to weep ; 
^Think how she *' by the cradle sate, 

'' And how she fondlj saw thee sleep." (it) 
Kow tries his trembling hand to frame^ 

Full many a tender line of love ; 
And ;5till he blots f he parent's name. 

For that, he fears, might fatal prove. 
O'er a fair fountain's smiling side, 

Reclin'd a dim tower clad with moss. 
Where every bird was wont to hide, 

That languish'd for its partner's loss. 
This scene he chose, this scene assign'd 

A parent's first embrace to wait, 
And many a soft fear fills his mind. 

Anxious for his fond letter's fate. 
The band that bore those lines of love. 

The well informing bracelet bore — 
Ah ! may they not nnprosperous prove I 

Ah ! safely pass yon dangerous door 1 
** She comes not ;— ~can she then delay ? 

** Cried the fair youth, and dropt a tear— -» 
♦* Whatever filial love could say, 

*' To her I said, and call'd her dear. 
^' She comes— Oh ! no encircled round, " 

<' 'Tis some rude chief with many a spear, 
** My hapless tale that Earl has found, 

^' Ah me ! my heart ! for her I fear/* 
His tender tale that Earl had read, 

Or ere it reach'd his lady's eye, 
His darlf brow wears a cloud of red, 

In rage he deems a rival nigh. 
'Tis o*er — those locks that wav'd in gold. 

That wav'd adown those cheeks so fair, 
Wreatb'd in the gloomy tyrant's hold. 

Hang from the sever'd -head in air. 
That streaming head he joys to bear. 

Id horrid 'guise to Lothian's Halls ; 

(n] Vide, the Ballad called Gill Mmc9* 
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Bids his grim rufBans plaCe it thc^re^ 

Erect upon the A-bwakig Wttlfe. 
The fatal toketis fbnh ht 6t^^i 

Kn6fr*st thou thbsci-^Helen off this vale ? 
The pictur*(i bfaeekt soon fthe krret^, 

And soon her lov^lj cti^ek grew )>ali*. 
The treinblitig victim stra'rght h^ M| 

Ere her soul's firsi ffcar was o'er ; 
He pointed to the glraStly head— ^ 

She 8aw**-iand Siink — ^tp rise no nidi-e. (<♦) 
June 15th, .1215, Jolin, King of Eligland, granted the 
famous Magna Charta to the nobility, on the plains of Run- 
neniede, between Windsor and Stajns. _{p) These charters 
being already so well known, 1 shall not write them^ as they 
are found in all our books of law, and in the volume alluded 
to. This nKMiarch made his dennse at Newark, October 19, 
J 216, in the 51st year of his age, and JSth of his reign* 
He was inhumed at Worcester, and Henry IIL his eldest 
son, mounted the throne» {^) 

In 1?14, William the Liofa made hi« demise^ and Alex-, 
ander 11. entered on his reigo, in the 15th yeAt of his age; 
and in 1215, Gilchrist, Earl of Mar^ died^ wh(> Was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Duiicao, 8th Earl ^f Mah He was 
witness in a charter, with Hugh Sigllloy BUhftp of Dunkeld. 
(r) Alexander was married at York, June 2S, 1221, to 
Jane, daughter of John, King of England, and Isabella his 
Queen ; but she departed this life in 1236, iti the 23cl year 
of her consort's reign, while on a visit to Iier brother Henrvj 
and was buried in the monastery of Tarent in t)orsetshire. 

In 1230, Alexander founded the magnificent and beautl- 
fur Priory of Pluscarden, in a delightful and romantic vale, 
sequestered and tranquil bid from the view ; but when near^ 
the spectator was struck with reverential admiration at the 
sublimity of the scene, peeping through a grove of wood 
planted by the hand of nature, and watered by the river 

. ^ . C 1 : 

(o) Caledonian, er.Peijtli Magazine, 1783, vol. i. p. 21, 86, US, 154, 18 K 
(/>) Ryclc% vol. ix. jf>. 104. {q) 138, 14i. (0 Keith's Catalogue* 



Ljoclity. Tlie Vnqry was ]^,uilt witji hewn ?TO'p0xW %wk 
consecrated to St. Andrew of Scotland, hence the Ji^flft^mrf 
Vftllis S^»cti Ap^ree. The whole wa^ewlosec] witiii^ fti^all 
fifteen feet in height, surrounding an ^re* of \m mx^^ It , 
was ex;ecutqd According to a French plan. 

The paonks w^re of the order V^is CJaulivipaji ^j Valley c^ 
the Reed, froip the first Priory of that Qr^^T, fqynde^ bjf 
Virard, a njonf^in the diocese of L&ngr^Sj between Syon 
^nd Autqn in Burgundy, }p.ll93. The n^Qiika w^r^brai^ht 
^r^pi France by William Malvoisip^ Bishop of St^ AndrewSy 
in 1230. (5) They were clothed in white, over which was.a 
i^ble svirtput, cowl and scapular, as the Cistercians; theif 
lives were ^uster^ and their pepance rigid> as nont diu^ ga 
l^pyond the walls but the Prior ^nd Procurator. 

Jp jaos, Robert de Bruce granted them m esjit^nsive fch*- 
ing on the river Spey. 

Simop, the first Prior, pec. SO, 12S9, witn^^a^cl a ^haiv 
ti^r to Andrew Murray, Bishop of JVfp^ay- The white 
inonks were expelled in 1^60, and the black wj^r^ intrQiJiwed» 
spd itVa,s annexed to the monastery of Punfer^njin^ 

Ip 1*78, Al^xapder (jordon, Earl of Jiuntly, was ex* 
coxpmunicated by bell, book, ^nd candle, for withh<dding 
some feurduties of lands lyipg in th^ Lordship of Straths 
bogie, (s^andalum magnatuin) ; but by several largesses to 
the church, he evinced signs of contrition, made confessjien 
pf the heinops offence, and by his donations gaVQ aatis&Cr 
tion: by the intercession of the Prior qf Pluscaiden, the in^ 
terdictiop was removed, and absolution phtaifi^d^ and he 
wasi admitted to enter the church. 
" In 1523, Hectof- Foreman was Priqr, and, Sept. 29^ 
1529, witnessed a donation charter of fifty mayfts of money 
to Gavin Dunbar, Bishop of Aberdeen, for the cathedral, 
arising from the" Quarrel woods in Moray. James La^tlyv 
was Prior in 1573. 

There was a Register Book kept here, ^s in allthe rioi>t 

(») Keith's Catalogue, i2% 
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Ast^ries, which formed a part of the work called Scoti Chro^ 
nicon* 

After the Reformation, James VI. gave this to Alexandei' 
Seton, ancestor to the Earls of Durifermliiie, or in 1 565. 

All that remain of this beautiful fabric is the church, with 
a few of the aisles ; the church, including the aisles, is 95 
feet by 80, the culinary apartment is 46 by 30. 

Underneath is a deep vault, used as a cemetry, for thfe 
monks or strangers who died in the Priory. The Refectory 
was separated from the culinary room by a wall, and was 100 
feet by 30. Over the refectory and one of the aisles was the 
dormitory, having sixteen small apartments, on the opposite 
sides of a floor, 114? feet by 30, with an area of communica^ 
tion between. The eight windows in each of the opposite 
waUs remain, but no traces of any fire-place. In a corner 
contiguous,; within its own thick wall, is to be seen a small 
chamber, yet entire, 1S27, which served as the confessionair 
and vestry. One of the chambers is called our Lady's Aisle.- 
A corn mill, wrought by the river^ Lochty, was included in 
the bounds; and the Prior's house was a neat but not orna-* 
mental buildings three floors in altitude, aflbrding good 
accommodation. Some fragments of emblematic decorationiS 
are visible on the walls, as four Evangelists, sun, moon, 
stars, &c. The garden was plentifully supplied with fruit 
trees, and one of the fig trees continued to display its exuber* 
ancy in 1760. There was a b^autiftil piazza,' used as a pro^ 
menade by the monks, well secured from inclemencies. The 
maniac demon Reformation, after having shewn her rage in 
the south, crossed the Grampians, and spread desolation on 
every hand : she entered the vale of Pluscarden, and unroof- 
ed the fabric. Grangehill, a beautiful farm where some of 
the monks resided, was also given to Seton, who sold it irt 
1608 to Mark Dunbar, Esq* of Durris. ^ 

Revenue of the Priory in 1562: — Money, £525 10s. id. 
Scots. Wheat, 6 ch. 1 b. 2 f. ^ Meal, Bear, and Malt, 
57 ch. 7 b. S f..l p. Dry Multures, 9 ch. 11 b. Total, 
73 ch. lb. 1 p. Salmon, 30 lasts ; with grain, poultry, 
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customs, services, &c. The master cook, gardener, baker, 
and maltman, had 14 bolls of grain each. The monks had 
each, in ketlmg and habife, j£6 Scots, 1 ch. 5 bolls of 
grain. {() ' _ . 

Alexander Seton sold the lands, in 1595,* to John Mac- 
kenzie, Esq. and the Earl of Caithness bought them in 1649. 
He retained them until 1677? when he sold them to Jame^ 
Gfrant of Grant, for j^5000 sterling. William Duff, Pari of 
Fife, purchased them in 1710, arid they wer6 in the posses- 
sion of that family 1827. («) - 

Pale shines the moon on yonder Pnoiy wall, 
. WheVe ivy clusters thro* each pore entwines ; 
Where crawling worms wipe off affliction's gall/ 

Devouring sorrow in the mould'ring shrine. 
Here, once aspiring columns lie in dust, 

(A lesson this ^sr the contentious proud) 
Here lie the broken forn^ of many a bust, 

The vain, the empty honours of the shroud. 
Ah ! what avails the sublunary show, 

The sable plumage nodding o*er the hearse ! 
Can these recal th* inevitable blow ?' 

Can death be charm'd with monumental verse ? 
These bones, once animate with vital fire, 

May thro* the sanguinary storms have been 
Embattl*d hosts beneath their vengeance dire ; 

Perchance, have fall*n amid the warlike scene. 
But death's tyrannic sway has cleft the name. 

Which bade ambition's ruthless spark to blazei ; 
Oblivion's hand hath burst the trump of fame. 

And timelier records also shall eraze. 
A hero's name may earthly laurels gain. 

But these shall fade and wither in the tomb : 
The peasant s harmless thought, and humble strain> 
Shall grasp a prize beyond this earthly gloom. (t>) • 
While giving an abstract of ^, f©W of the houses of religion, 
1 shall not ent^r on any polemical theme, as much has al- 

(t) $ootnnan*s Library* " («) Grant, Shaw, and ForsytVa Histories of Moray. 
(v) Parnassian Garland, vol. i. 

2a 
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ready been said on that head. I mentioned alreadyi that 
early science was blended with superstition^ when nurtured 
in die conventual shrines; and yet our annals are collated 
from monkish mss. 

In 13Q3, Edward I. threw a gloom ov^r the historical 
annals of Scotland, by carrying off and destroying the his- 
torical registers. All researches for facts and events felt ft 
severe shock, which can never be surmounted, when the 
monkish libraries in part supplied the defect, and without 
them, the sable rays of ignorance would have clouded the 
nation ; but these auxiliaries again illuminated the scene. 

From the year 1560 to 1658, history received a more 
severe blow from the destruction of the monasteries, with all 
their records, and from the ravages of Oliver Cromwell, who 
carried off all the records in order to subjugate the country: 
but on the restoration of Charles II, May 29, 1660, they 
were put on board of a vessel to be returned to Scotland, / 
when unfortunately the vessel sunk, and all were lost, (to) 

{w) Gordon's State Trials. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Hail antique pDes, Ihe courts of sacred pea<»» 
Wail, hail ye ruins, where all anthems cease, 
A silent stillness now respires around^ 
And dying echo whispers back the sound. 
When genial morn displays her radiant beams, 
Each roofless fabric with moist globules gleami^ 
Crest fall'n, the lairrets of each Abbey lies, 
Vo matin dbthems warble to the skies, 
Save whtea seme stranger led Dy Am«yL siejpg, 
The site where Monks pauI holocaustial dues : 
A sacred awe steals gently o*er his soul. 
Wafts his ideas &r beyond earth's pole. 
Where serial anthems float arotuid the throne, 
Aod all adon; the mystic Thne in One. 



In 1538, Thomas^ Lord CromweD, by a grant from his 
Majesty, ordered registers of marriages, births, baptisms, 
and deaths, with every remarkable occurrence, to be kept 
in all parishes throughout the kingdom. But, on the other 
hand, his next action threw a greater stigma on his name, 
which tarnished it more than the anterior act reflected lustre, 
as on March 12, 1540, he gave his st>n. Baron Oakham, a 
conjoined commission to sell all tlie abbey lands in Britain, 
at 20 years purchase, which was what he had long advised 
Henry VIIL to perform; and to stop popular clamour, and 
excite them to the work, to conciliate and banish every fear 
while in the act of dilapidating the monasteries, he seared 
their minds with golden prospects ; but this man was behead- 
ed, July 28, 154.0,' 

Man is a creature endowed by his Creator with the gift cf 
reason, which, alas ! he too often contaminates; and his re- 
flections on religion are momentary, as he supports them no 
longer than they appear subservient to him, and bliould any 
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one commit a trivial faux paSf our psetub teligious maniac, 
with Pharisaical phrenzy, would fold his hands and return 
thanks, he was not so bad. But no sooner appears tempta- 
tion in any sinister view relating seipsum^ than the curtain 
dr9ps, religion falls, and man appears in statu quo. 

JVIan has the admirable faculties of Will, Memory, and 
Understanding, and from these he is called Lord of the 
Creation. 

The first of these donations leads him, on to actions truly 
meritorious, by which he is elevated in the esteem of the 
world to spurn every trivial and sordid action, aitd he em- 
braces every branch of education that he imagines will con- 
duct him to the haven offeliciumy jyid the fruition of his toil. 

The second is a r^tontive power, that holds firm the im- 
pression of the ideas on the retina of the soul, and are only 
indelible by time. 

The last, but not the least, is Understandings which em- 
powers man to examine every theorem, and cling to that he 
thinks best. By employing these faculties, many ascend and 
some usurp the Chair of Verity, where they thunder forth 
their erudition to the audience, and endeavour -to draw pro- 
selytes to their doctrine, by holding forth the futile dogma, 
that he is commissioned by that omniscient power to an- 
nounce salvation, v^hen, alas ! they are too often incompe- 
tent to the task ; as Dr. Lowth observes witH propriety, tliat 
many run their heads against the pulpit, who would have 
shone with with ihore lustre at the plough. How seldom do' 
the ideas of many preachers stop at the rostrunf ? They as- 
cend by gradations to actions most diabolical, if I may be 
allowed the expression, as they wander far from the Chris- 
tian and philanthropic law to cruelty and bigotry, steeling 
every tender passion by harangues of contorted and^nter- 
polated passages fi*om The Book, over which they exult, 
O hark, my dear brethren, and mark what I say, 

Tlte day of your glory's approaching, 
When the Lord shall his enemies put in dismay, 
And humble the Hittite reproaching, (x) 

(r) "M, Donald's Poems. 
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Thus goaded on by the ' infuriated liarangnes of those who 
should be their conductors to religion, whose paths are 
peace, they rush forward to deeds of destruction and embrue 
their hands in blood, and smile at their sanguinary feats,, and 
wantonly exclaim, * the blood be upon us and pur children,' 
• the sword of the Lord and of Gideon.' These harangues 
from the* rostrum never failed of their aim, and the efects 
have made our historians and literati mourn the death of 
many of her children, with the loss of many valuable records 
and relics of antiquity, which have thrown an indelible stigma 
on religion, never to be obliterated; joined to thiff, the lives 
of the leaders (with some exceptions) have sown the seeds of 
Deism, whose votaries avowedly promulgate, that religion {s 
like the smoke of a dunghill, of whlcli-«v<m is-necessitateito 
hold to the wind side. 

In 1381, the people of Villena^e destroyed the Abbey of 
St. Albans, and burnt all the books, papers, and records, 
in the- market-place. 

June 13, I381j Wat Tyler and his adherents rushed on 
the temple and palace of the Archbishop, and Pripry of St. 
John's, Clerkenwell, which they plundered and burnt, and 
then proceeded to Heyburg, which they also destroyed. At 
the same time, the men of Suffolk rose in arms to the 
number of 50,000 men, and ravaged the whole country, fall- 
ing on the Abbey of St. Edmundsbury, and the Univerjjity 
of Cambridge, destroyed all the books, papers, and records. 
Those Vandals gloried in their devastations, and invoked 
the vengeance of the Most High on all who dissented from 
their system ; and they doomed the victims miscreants de- 
tested by God and man, as partly may be elucidated by a la- 
conic epistle from Elizabeth, Queen of England, to Henry 
IV. of France, on his embracing the Catholic faith, of which 
I shall subjoin an extract, which stigmatizes the name of 
Christian charity. » 

<* O God ! how was our soul shocked at the communication 
made to us by our friend Moreland. None can paint the 
•excruciating agony preyed on our mind, at the recital of the 
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tftH tB«t a puissant Prince could Nabandoti the only tnic 
ehuri^b, tp wander in, the paths of Romish superstition and 

*♦ After a copious flood of tears, we said— Where is the sta- 
bility and fortitude of man ? Say, is it possible, that the po-- 
tent Henry, upoaany consideration, or by any earthly allur- 
ings whatever, could listen to any monkish doctrine, or let 
their impious tales wean you from the fold of truth and life ? 
Reflect but one moment on the benignity of that Deity, who 
supports the vital thread of life, and whom you have totally 
abttndoiied. Consider on the change, to abandon light and 
and wallow in darkness. We conjure you to look to the 
sequel. Alas! the idea is disgusting ? to think of being se- 
parated on p^arfK" from Christian community, and when ex- 
animate to be consigned to eternal misery. Return, we be- 
seech you, to the bosom of that unpolluted church, who rfone 
can guide you to eternal felicium, which is the earnest desire 
of your sister, Elizabeth, R.'* 

The death of Essex checked not' the ambitious desires of 
Henry, with whom gold was of more value than religion, 
or witK the epigram — 

Variaus religions various tenets hold, 
■But^all one God acknowledge, namely, Gpotd! 

And as the monasteries were known to be rich, the De- 
fender of the Faith wished to share with them, and to pave 
the way, charged the monks with a long catalogue of crimes, 
which were notorious and obvious forgeries, but those were 
fabricated to amuse the nation. The veil was now thrown 
off, a new doctrine broached, and many a Vicar of Bray, or 
new divines, ordained ; and the house of consecration— where ? 
A Tavern ! I by a renegade Priest called Scorey, which was 
nominated, by that satirist T, Ward — lie Nagg*s Head 
Consecration. 

The Roman Catholic religion was now anathematised, and 
every Cloister, Abbey, Convent, &c. was ordered to be 
thrown down, and their revenues seized to support the state^ 
wbich^ from the total value of these houses in 1 54:0, amount- 
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ing to ^6320,180 10s. sterling, which gave Henry annually 
the sum of j^l 60,000 sterling. From the 36th year o£ 
Henry's reign, or IS*^, until the 5th of Elizabeth, or 1562, 
were demoHshed no fewer than 2484 religious houses; and 
Richard Leighton, Dean of York, was the tool enlployed by 
Henry in the destruction of these houses. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Htpocrist, tlie tltrivijDg'et caUing-, 
The only saint** bell that rings all in : 
In which all churches are conctmM, 
And is the easiest to be leam*d. 
For no degrees, unless th* employ it. 
Can ever gain much, or enjoy, 
A gift that is not only able 
To domineer among &e rabble ; 
But by the law's empow*r*d to rout, 
And awe the greatest that stand out ; 
Which few hold forth against, ibr fear 
Their hand should dip, and come too near : 
For no sin else amongst the saints 
Is taught so tenderly against. 

Sudibraf, 



In 1216,. Duncan, Earl of Mar, made a donation, Deo 
et Ste. Maria de Monimus et Kildeis ibidem servientibus 
Ecclesiam de Leochell, &c. i. e. We, Duncan, Earl of Mar, 
for the glory of God, and for the salvation of the souls of hiif 
Majesty King William, Morgund, Earl of Mar, and Mar- 
garet Jiis Countess, and for all the souls of the faithful, and 
for prosperity to his Majesty Alexander II. freely grant the 
lands and tythings of the Church of Leochell to the Culdee 
brethren of Monymusk Priory, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, {y) ^ 

His MajjBsty married, secondly, Mary, daughter of Lord 
Covey, at Roxburgh ; issue, Alexander III. (z) 

Duncan, Earl of Mar, married Arabella, daughter of the 
Hon. William, son of Nescius, Lord of Latherisk; issue 
William, who made a great figure in the court of Alexander 

(y> Douglas Peerage,' 468. (z) Drake^ 26* 
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Ilr and Was concerned in many of the public transactions of 
that time. Duncan made an agreement with John, Prior of 
^t., Andrews, in 1226, concerning several donations made 
by Morgund, Earl of Mar, to that Priory. 

Duncan died in 1233, and William succeeded, as 9th 
Earl j>f Mar, who is mentioned in a charter from Alexander 
11. confirming a. donation to the monastery of Kelso. He is 
denominated Willielmus Comes de Mar, in a confirmation 
charter from Alexander II. to the Abbey of Cambuskenneth. 
In 1237, when the di£Perence8 between their Majesties was 
accommodated, William, ' Earl of Mar, was one of the sure- 
ties on the part of Scotland, (a) 

. Alexander. II. made his demise 'in 1249, and his son^ 
Alexander III. began hii^ reign, when only nine years of 
age. He married Margaret, daughter of Henry III. of Eng- 
land, and had issue, Alexander, David, and Margaret* 

William, Earl of Mar, was one of the guarantees on the 
treaty with the English, and was one of the nobility who en- 
gaged, (qtu>d Scotti et Walensis npnfacient pacem aim rege 
jingliaf sine mUuo consensti et assensuj — i. e. That the people 
of Scotland and Wales shall not make peace at any tinie with 
l^e English monarch, without mutual consent and assent. (5) 
This treaty was witnessed by James Kennedy, Bishop of St» 
Andrews, who, in 1256, was called the King's cousin : in 
the 19th year of his consecration, and on May 12th, was 
made Nuncio, or. Pope's Legate a Latefe. {c) 

William, Earl of Mar, received from his M^esty the 
lands of Tillicoultry in Clackmarianshire, dated at Forfar, 
1263, in the thirtieth year of his reign ; Bishop Keith makes 
it 1258, a difference of five years, which is of little conse- 
quence. The charters were witnessed by Garaeline, Bishop 
of-Dunkeld, and in 1260 by William Wishart, Bishop of 
St. Andrews, and in 1261, anno regni quatuordecem. (d) 

William married Elizabeth, daughter of William Cum- 
'ming. Earl of Buchan, and had issue Donald and Duncan, (e) 

■ — ; — ~ 

(fl) Douglas Peefag*', 458. (6) Ifcid. (c) Keith's Catalogue, {d) Hiid. S73. 
(f) Douglas Peerage, 34, ' , 
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i^ith hU ilil^j^ty^ AMitn^i' llL wfio treai«d liim Gratt 
GbhftA^^lsia 'dX SdotlAnd iA 126*. Thdt^ kre Inany C;h&]^ei« 
yet extant, inter 126* et 166Y, Vi^here life is deigned Catnd* 
rirfhis Scdttee* ,Itl 1£€65 Marfcfe 4, lie l^ittttsfced « cfeAHset at 
Stiriihg <3astfe, for ^tectiftg H^wbufgb into a free burgh, y^/^^ 
He confirm^ by two (ftbarlew all th€ rfomitionsj by Mdr- 
gtifid, hi* ^andJktiiei', id 1267, to the iPrfery aftd Coni^^t 
of St. Andrews, ^hicb were iittested by Sit WilUaWi d^Rttth^ 
Tfefi, tHth Dbnj^ld ahd Dttt^ian, sons of the EttrL Williafti 
cfed in IS68, aAd was succeeded by his s^n t)ot)ald> loA 
Earl of Mar, who witnessed a chdn^ef fr^m Atetdnde^ IIL 
for Greeting Itads m Dttnbatto'nshire into a frfee forest for the 
Edrl of Letirtox^ d^ted 1271?. 

Bonild, 'fearl of Mar, was one of dV6 ScbtS ftobility whi> 
consentied to tlhe marriage of SVf argaret^ daughter of AJeX*- 
ander III. with Eric, Kilig of Norway ; and was one of the 
Magnatefs Scotid wh6 agre«i to re<ieive tfee child erf JEriCj ai^ 
gl'aUdchiW of Aleicamkr, and lawful heif lo the cfowA luid 
kitigtlom of Scotland, should his Majesty liidke hi6 Reraise 
without issue, 128*. (g) This wai after th^ relurftfrofia th^ 
&H3eoTld crusade, which Nvas conducted by Louis le Jeunis^ ahd 
Conmd, Emperor of Germany^ instigatisd by the poteniical 
livings of a friar nominated St. Bernai'd. 

Edward L of England^ Clx)wned Net. 16, 1272^ hdviftg 
collected an army of 10,000 rtien, embat'fcetl in tbe^arafeyeat", 
and landed with his troops ; he attacked Zam> in Daimatia, 
and afterwards besieged GonsiAntihople. The cnisaders ih- 
tended to put all to the sword, and people the country wlift 
Catholics; but their every idea was frustrated, for, after the 
Capture of Constantinople, they lost the Holy Land. {7i) 

Rxchard 1. of England, on his return from the criisffde^ 
was taken prisoner by Leopold, Duke of Austriflj iti passing 
through the dominions of that prince. 'The place of hi& con- 
iiuemeilt was discovered by Blondel, a minstrel and fait;l){bX 



ffj Dot\glas Peerage, 45S. (gj IbiJ. 439. (/i) Abbe Fleurj', 404. 
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servant to his Majesty. Bloudel repairs to Augsburg, where, 
at a convention of the^ German princes, and at an entertain- 
ment given \>y the Emp^rorj^ Blondel delivers the following 
Ode, m hopes of ^ipancjpatipg him frow his^ UPJust; captivity. 

Princes Itnd Peers attonid raj 8<9tng> 

Alas! that in thi9 odbJf tfrnn/ 

WhoJiftihe f^Stivp gobfet high, ^ 

I seek my dearegt Lord in v^ia* ^ ~ 

With whom we croat the rajgii^ iAain„ 

And forc'd the Saracens to fly !. 

No fabrd chiefsi of auclent (iaie 

Shall grace your min^trers hoipely rhyme,. 

But truth his well known theme supply* 

AIH. , 
See from Is^t^iaV inmost Ibay 
|{|CH4ap*8 arna the cross display! ' 
Warriors baste ! the sign u^ g^ve^, 
^* Concjueat in the cause of Henveii ;'* 
Haste to Join the hojd arVwjr i (;). 

RECITATIVE, 
By LEUCA's'biJlow'd point we glide, (*) 
And steni CaI'A99¥A^s gwlpHy tid« ; 
Till o'er SjCilfeiA's eastern vafe^ 
We mark the mountain 'fires grow pale (/) 
Before the risiag day, 

AIR. ' 

Nor !e«8 for ha|)py h^hWs 
Thai gHoficH^ arnjfl r^fiowa'd, - 
Imperii DftSMS^io fai? MRsaiNA's tovec»^(i>*) 
Wiih rtyal h^mtf atrovei 
I^ nuptia} gariandft jb^nd* 
To lead the Capt«i» rftbe Ckittiau Powcs:*. 

(t) Richard «iiibevk«4 Utt Tzdeste, ifi ijB^ Gidph. OC Vezu/t^ y a^ consecrated banner 
was given by the pope on the occasion. 

(A) St. Mary of Lcuca, the Northern point of the Gulph of Tarento. 
(0 Mount Efna. 

(m) Alia^. sister of Philip Awgiistus, King of France, iit^d Berepjariti, piiliecss of' Na- 
varre J the latter Qf whom Richard married, and took with him oi^ his expedition. 
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AIR. 
Ambition here, and policy divide ; 
Tliere soft affection points the futiire bride. 
Love smiles apaft, and triumphs. in the prize. 
That AJice yields to Berengaria*s eyes, 

REaTATIVE. 
Impatient King ! refrain; (n) 
Nor 'till the wat*ry moons are past 
Attempt the faithless main — 
On Afric's shores, beneath 'a whirlwind's fonii» 
The fiend of Mahoun agitates the storm. 
Beneath the driving blast, 
Low bends the lofty mast. 
All aid, but HeAVBH, is vain [ 

AIR And chorus. 

Eacap'd from the dangers that threatened the brave, 
Where valour was useless, and force could not save^ 
Let music, and mirth, the short moments employ, 
AnJ ii»« o^iit uf gratitude share in the joy 1 
AIR. 

Now the morning-mist dividing, 

PapiIos' shelter*d groves arise ; 

Once the rites of Venus hidings 

Unprpfan'd by curious eyes. 

RECITATIVE ACCOMPANIED. 
But see ! from yonder bowers of secret bliss, 
What blooming forms advance to sounds divine ; 
Gently they bow, as when to zephyr's kiss 
* Untainted hyacinths their tops recline : " ^ 

Some half conceaVd, as only seen by chance 
From myrtle thickets, cast the alluring glance j 
With choral sports the circling hiUs resound; 
While more familiar those to Richard's bending. 
Their rosy braids, and flower soft hands extending. 
With gentle force the warrior-troop surround. 

(n) After wintering at IVjLessiiiA, Richard's fleet was driven by a violent storm on 
the island of Cyprus ; in the favourite luxuries of which he is supposed to have toa 
much indulged hiaiscl£ 
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AIR. 



" Think of fighting fields no more ; 
" Taste the Joys that youth can give ; 
" What is fame when life is o'er ? 
** Stay with us to love and live." 

AIR. 

* At mom along the mountmn 

* To chace the bounding prey ; 

* At noon beside the fountain 
' In myrtle shades to play ; 

* But when, with eve returning, 

* The welcomtf love's return, 

* All other pleasures spurning, 

* For those alone we bum** 

CHORUS. 

*' Think of fighting fields no more, 
^' Taste the joya that youth can give ; ~ 
** What is fame when life is o'er? 
** Stay with us to love and live/' 

REaXATIVE. 

*Twas night^n well known arms completely steeVd^ 
At Richard's side the shade of Henry stood; 
So look'd his lifeless corse, when horror chiil'd (o) 
^ The son's brave heart to mark the welling blood. 
In silent grief the Father wav*d his hand, 
And pointed stem to God's dishonour'd land. 
The startled Hero wakes to glory's charms— 
The word is given, the tmmpet calls to arms. 

AIR. 

Hope of Salem's injur'd laws ! 
Curb of Mecca's tyrant's sway ! 
Bulwark of the Christian cause I 
Set the lances in array ! 



(o) The dead body of Henry 11. is said to have bunt out a bleeding^, on the appear 
anoe of his soa at the tombt 
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RECITATIVE. 
The wheeling Arab's distant sling, 
The Moorish shafbVenvenomM wtng, 
In circSng storms stiafl idly pl^; 
' As vain yon moving towers Avide 
The long drawn battle's moony pridle, 
The Lion Warrior t© cMsmay : 
Nor those, their tramj^ed leaders, bear 
The lightning glance of Richard's spear^ 
That thi^ the Sqldam's inward Une, . - 

Tillfix*d on AscALO^'s high wall, 
The pride of nations to appal, 
The Christian banner shine, 

AIR AND CHORUS. 
Maids of Acra, lift the veil ; 
Safely now your charms display ! (p} 
Youths, the passing victor hail ! 
Priests^ and Matrons, join the Jay \ 
Let sacred bi9s feds name reioned ; 
i\nd Jb^urope triumph in the sound ) 

RECITATIVE. 
But ye, that listen to Bcry strain, 
%y nQw--^what, happy bowers retail 
This teiTpr of the Pa,x»im h<»t ? 
Ato ! by Cj^i^iiixiAiJ hand^ Utr^y'c^ 
Hb nun^beirs in a dmigeonV shade; 
The slow p^c4 tou^? to Qioiy lost J 

Ala 

Ev'n now his Barons gird the swoi-ti, 
His vassa^R daim tlieir captive L<Mtt, 
Sequeste/d from his rightful throne ; 
The King, whose gjenerous soul disdaiti*d 
To keep the crowns his valour gain'd;^ fq^} 
( Nor conquer d for himself alone. 

fp) The exemplary chastity of the virgiD8 of Acra, (where Rkhard epibarked on 
/Ills return) celebrated 'by histoiians of the time, when that virtue was «o highly prais- 
ed, and 80 rarely practised. 

{qj Riohaid, WBongptb^r^aofmunifiQen??, bt»towed^he i|iroi|e of Cyprus up«» 
^ Coniade, who. was the competitor of Lu^igi^ ^ tl|^ titular cruwn of Jerusalem. 
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Then'sofer Blo^dM to compkin^ 
Thftt still thit>aglio«t tH* noUe tnub| 
Whd lift tlUe Haedve jgoUet high^ 
' He seeksi the ^«Uant Prince lAvaiay 
That led tkem o'er the ragkig ttaln. 

And forc'd the Sjffacen to fly. ('*)'' * 

^ However, they returned home from the i^co&i <3rusadfl^ 
greatly diniiiiyaed in number) but not ot^erlo&ded with gold, 
its they Toin^y expected riches^ but found drDss aad loil ; j^et 
the priests continualiy puffed with their polemical bellows^- 
and prophesied the downM ol tbe Tark^ and by artfully 
twisting A few passages from the Scripture^ which they in- 
terpolated «nd made the text more miserable c but this pas($^ 
ed £>r orthodoi^ with the people in that age» "who chaEiti^ 
£n choKUi with their leaders— •, 

^' Thea. loud they VeexukiBg, 
** The foes they're insulting { 
" With bIow3 they would b^ng thesn, 
" While bthers would hang them, 
** 'Twere a pity to spare them, 
" Wlio thus would en^are them, 
^ Arid tielf s gaping jaws shall devour thera."^ 

Again ^ings, Lords, and Commons, tbok up the crosi^ 
for the laudable feat of- supporting the Pontifical Chair. 
Edward and the French King conjointly vowed to aid the 
ilesign, for whicli they yielded the fortieth part of tbeir re- 
venue, atid by circular letters encouraged cotemporary powers 
to rise in arms : but all ended in vapor, or a^ was aiBxed 
over the heads of the smoke venders in Rome, 
Fumo perlt qui fumura vendidit. 
~ He who sold smoke shall perish \>j smoke. 

But reverting again to the year 1252, when his Majesty 
Alexander en si/ife went to York, and there espoused the 
Lady Margaret, daughter of Henry, . King of England. 
Both sovereigns were there in propria persona^ and their 

(r) LfTfc PoenH^; M, 
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suite consisted of the flower of both nations. There, were 
with Henry upwards of one thousand Dukes, Earls, Barony 
and Knights, and more than six hundred Noblemen with 
Ale:^ander ; at this ceremony were also two Queens, the bride 
and bride-mother, with the Dowager Queen of Scotland, 
who came over from France for the occasion, attended by 
many nobility from that nation. 

On the 25th of December, Henry invested Alexander 
with ]^nighthood, and afterwards twenty of his retinue; and 
early on the 26th the regal pair received the sacrament of 
matrimony. The Archbishop of York was Grand Steward,' 
and expended on the occasion nearly 5000 merks, as 600 > 
fat oxen were consumed at the first course, with every article 
of luxury that could grace the nuptials, while the evening 
was spent in tilts and tournaments, and other royal diversions. 

In 1256, Alexanc^er and his Queen went to England to 
visit his Majesty, where they were received with great de- 
monstrations of joy, and Henry made bis son-in-law Earl of 
Huntingdon. 

In 1265, Alexander equipped a number of chosen soldiers, 
commanded by John CunGtming, John Baliol, Lord of Gallon 
way> Robert Bruce, , &c. and sent them as auxiliaries to his 
brother-in-law, against Simon de Montford. - The allies 
entered London, and marched to Oxford, where they came 
up with the enemy ^t Lewes; but, after a smart battle, 
Montford was victorious, and many of the Scots and English 
fell. Henry unfortunately was among the many prisoners 
taken that day. On this combat was founded the well known 
ballad and tragedy, called the Blind Beggar of Bethnal 
Green. 

In 1290, Donald, Earl of Mar, agreed to the marriage 
of Margaret, Princess of Scotland, with Priilce Edward of 
England, (s)* In 1293, Alexander III. made his demise. 
At that period provisions were very low, as a hen was sold 
for ^d. Scots, equal to one l-24th of one penny sterling. 

' ' . (*) Douglas Peerage, 45». 
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The names given to coin were undoubtedly of Saxdh 
origin, as their accounts were paid in Pounds, Shillings, and 
TPence ; hence, among them, five pence made one Bhilling, 
forty-eight shillings one pout^, and four hundred pounds 
was reckoned a fortune for a Princess. 

No sfooner were the eyes of the monarch closed, than a 
contention for the succession arose, of which I mean to give 
a limited detail, as I find so open a field on the subject as 
would fill some volumes, and all for a bauble replete with so 
many dangers^ that subjects the possessor to thorns instead of 
roses, being suspended on so fragile a thread, which often 
breaks and hurls the unhappy monarchs to"" instant destruc- 
tion. Among the competitors were Eric, King ofNorwayi 
who attended by proxy, and laid his claim to the crown, as 
being son-in-law to the defunct prince. Florence, ] 9th Earl 
of Holland demanded the diadem, being descended from 
Adama, sister of Henry, Earl of Huntington, son of David, 
and consequently Prince of Scotland. She married Floi'enc6 
Iir. the 13th Eari of Holland, and was by this great great 
grandmother of the claimant. John Hastings, son of Adama J 
John Cumming, Eatl of Badenoch ; John Vesci ; Nicholas 
Soulis; Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March; William Ross; 
John Baliol, an Englisman, son of Dervegild, . daughter of 
Allan, Lord of Galloway, by Margaret, eldest daughter of 
David, younger brother of William the Lion. 

Dervegild, in 12,68, founded fialiol College, Oxford, pro 
saltUe animce sua. • And in 1214?, founded Dulcis Cordaj or] 
Sweetheart Abl>ey, in Galloway. She married John Balfolj 
Esq. of Castle Bernard, who died in 1269, and was entomb* 
ed within this Abbey; his heart being taken out and em- 
balmed, and put in ^n ivory urn fixed and enamelled *with 
silver, and deposited under the altar, which made the Abbey 
b^ called Dulcis Corda, which was dianged to that of New 
Abbey. The first Abbot of this house was Henry, who died On 
his journey to Citeaux, in 1219, and was succeeded by Eric, 
' master of converts in this house ; he was succeeded by John, 

2 c 



fltj^^mve ieplQrvtp'Edwgrd.in 1^86 ? the najmt© given itffkim 

John^ pnp of ll^e Abbots, granted a -^b^^rte^ 49itf d N^v 
lAbbey^ October 23, 152S, to CutUb^ Browa of Cwii, of 
the whole of the ^ound «af QorbuHy, in the Barony pf {,iO«> 
jkeQdqlo^ Jb t^ie SteiJWtry of JCirkcudbr^ght (t) 

. '^\i<^ &brie fitmd^ m 0ie middle of a leyel field of pparly 29 
^i:es4 enclo^d by ft lijgh wall. It we9 an el^ant building 
px the Jight Gpthi^ style : th^ body of the Abb^y wa? i 94 fe^ 
J^ 102 broad At the cross^ an^ ^ f^t at each ehd» ^ith ^ 
jQwer abov^ »0 feet Wgb. Revenue 1501, £QB2 Scots, («) 

ILobert }3fu^/^Qughtthe cfowia a»son of {sabella, fs^f^o^4 
da^qghter of David, ]^^1 of .GarriQch, ^ that his claim wa^ 
jToumi^d on thi^^ tb^.the great grandson of David I. of Sept* 
Jia.)pd9 ^nd xi^^^^t collateral branch of Alexander IJL W9^ 
entitled to. ^\iccesidofi in exdysipn of the great g^re^t grandson 
of the s^me. Davld> thpugih by an elder daughter,- Tfai& 
ioaxim was tinctured with the «n^ient practice of Scotland^ 
ivhiph pfli^n called b, brother tq succeed to the f:;rpwn, fc& 
pi^rer <in blood than ^grandchild, or even a $:oo, of the dc^ 
jfunct mpnarcli ; but in fact, the succiessions of inheritance ii> 
Scotland ibas hem d^arted from at time^^ and ^t period^ 
%90f when more distinctly understood* (») 

Ti^se competitors submitted their clain^ii tp the arbitratloii 
of Edward, King of Englfind, who rejected atl but those of Ba* 
^jpl and Bjruce, asserting, that the others rather affected the ho- 
npur and pret^ded affinity pf bipod to the Caledonian diad^ngii 
After a very long deba;te, thus ambitious monarch decided tb^ 
. affair, and decreed Jobn Qaliol real heir to t|ie throne ; 9i)4 
on Str Andrew's day, Nov. $0, 1294, he was crownfwl «t gfepne* 
After the coronation he repaired to NewQ9stIe» aiSd^t^efi^ 
swore fealty to Edward for the crown and kingdo^n pf Scpt-^ 
land, which inflamed the Scottish nobility. 3ut should w;^, 
examine with scrutiny the hereditary laW pf nations, hot 
more especially that of Scodand, we will find that, at the 

(0 Keith's CataJogue, 424. («) Welwter, 511, (r) Lord of the IsH 
297, 2.08* _ . 



time of the competition, Bruce in reality Hvas llie heir, (al- 
. though that double and ambitious monarch declared in fav- 
our of Baliol, his new vassal) as Bruce, was the first male, 
and equally near in blood with Dervegild, mothei: of John 
Baliol, to the last possessor Margaret, Queen of N9rway, 
and therefore, though desceniled of the first born, yet he, be- 
ing a male, and Dervegild, though descended of the eldest 
sister, but a female, had she been in life^ he ought to have 
been preferred before her; by the same parity of reason, that 
he would have beien preferi^d had she beeft his sister. As 
for Baliol, he had no other ri^t but ,what he derived from 
his mother, had she been living ; her title w^ ndne — ergo,^ 
her son had none. 

''We have it clearly, that Robert Bruce in' the petition to 
Edward, that Alexander 11. son of William I. dreading the 
failure of issue, decreed Rqbert Bruce his lawful heir by 
adoption and affinity, and this BalLol dared not deny ; and 
also, that Alexander III. wished him to be understood as 
his successor, which was vouched by the principal nobility, 
in a letter to his Holiness John XXII. in 1320. (w) 
--- - - - ■ ■ - ■' 

{iv) Riiddlidah veH^s Logan, IS, IS. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



** *Tis now the raven's black abode, 
*TU now tb* apartment of the toad, . 
And there the fox securely feeds, 
And th^re the pois'nous adder breeds. 
ConoeaI'd 'mong moss and mould'ring stone. 
Where sable jays erect their throne. 
With time and wintry blasts there Mis, 
Hugh heaps of hoary monld'ring walls. 
Yet time has been that lifts the low. 
And level lays the lofty brow. 
Has seen KUdrummy stand cpm^letc, 
Big with the vanity of state, 
^ut fate thy smiles ore transient still, 
Thy smile or frown can save or kill, 
A little rule, a little sway, 
A sun beam in a winter day ; 
Is all the proud and mighty have, 
^et\feen the cradle and the grave.'* 



There is a villa in the county of Nairn, Uiree miles south 
west of the capital, called Kildnimmy House. 

Robert Mar, Bishop of Brechin in 1219, was descended 
of the House of Mar, or Kildrummy, on the Dhoin or Don^i 
(deep water) AberdeensJiiT^^ 

The Scpti» wer^ now enraged at the pusillanimity of Baliol, 
and the aftibiguity of Edward, for which they coalesced to 
dethrone the former, and be revenged on the latter. 

Dbnfiy, Earl of Mar, died in 1294, and left by his spouse, 
Graithey his successor. Isabella, his sister, married Robert 
Bruce, Earl of Annandale in Scotl^ntd, and%ord of Cleve-» 
land in England, afterwards King of Scotland. By this mar-? 
riage they had Marjory, who married Walter Stuart, ances-. 
tor of the royal line of Scottish Kings, {x) Jane carried 

(x) Douglas, 4a8. 
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Aymer dfe Burk, Earl of Ulsteran Ireland, and had issue, 
David, Margaret, and Maud. Mary, daughter of Donald, 
married Kenneth, 4?th Earl of Sutherland, by whom he had 
Margaret, who espoused Henry, Lord Sinclair, and Wil- 
liam, who was first Earl of Orkney, (y) Graitmey, on the 
death of his father, succeeded as 1 1th Earl of Mar. 

In 1297, Donald, Earl of Mar, aided by the Earls of 
Ross, Monteith, Strathern, Atholj and Buchan, collected 
a great army and marched into England", where they com- 
mitted great havock ; and having destroyed and plundered 
several religious houses, returned to Scotland with the plun- 
der, which fomented a war between both nations. ^ 
, On the 10th ofFebruar^^, 1300, Baliol surrendered his 
crown to Edward at Brechin, by charter, asking only an 
annual pension, which was granted until March 2S|, 1306. ^ 

Oa St. Mary Magdalen's day, u e. July 22, 1805, was 
fought the battle of Falkirk, where Sir William Wallace, 
John Stuart, and Macduff, Earl of Fife, conducted an army 
of 40,000 brave Caledonians against Edward ; but this en- 
gagement proved unfortunate for the Scots, who were van- 
quished and borne down by numbers. Upwards of 20,000 
fell, among whom were many of the nobility, and 200 
knights ; among the prisoners was Isabella, wife of Robert 
Bruce, {z) After this battle, Bruce met John Gumming,- 
called the Red Knight, in the Franciscan church of Dum- 
fries, August 30, 1305, and confronting him with letters on- 
betraying Wallace to the English, run him through the 
body, and departed, boldly asserting his right to the helm qf 
Scotland; but of hpw short a duration was his authority, will 
appear by the words of his cara sposa, that he was a summer, 
but not a winter King: this will be evinced^ in the sequel. 
On June 19, 1306, some months after, Isabella, Countess 
of Bubhan, lyith the-assent of the nobility, put on his head' 
the royal diadem, in the palace of Scone. 



fyj Pouglas, i58. («)' Drake, 46, 



, 'March 29, 1306, (a) was fought the bnttle of yethven. (A) 
The Engli&h army, under Edward, was headed by Aymer 
de yalenco, Earl of Pembroke, &c. The Scots were head* 
ed'by his Majesty, and Sir Neil his brother, GraitneyjEarf 
of Mai); but after a sharp engagement the- Scots were com- 
pletely vaftquished, and the . most important adherents of 
Robert Binice, with ^ few exceptions, wer^ either executed^ 
or compelled to embrace the English interest, in order to se- 
cure life -and* estate. After this overthrow, the life of Bmce 
was for some time more like an outlaw, than that of candidate^ 
for monarchy. Re separated himself fr6m thp ladies of his 
retinue, whom he sent to Kildrummy castle ; but they dread- 
ing » siege fled for shelter, but not to the Convent of St^ 
Duthac, which was not founded till 1 75 years after, t^heii 
Thomas, Bishop of Ross, with tlie consent of his Chapter, 
and' at theanstance of his Majesty, J^mes III. laid the foun-, 
dation, Septr 12, 1481. The building was dedicated to St. 
DuthaCy Bishop of Ross, who died in 1249^- andwascan^ 
onized -y his: festival falls on the 8th of March. This Hbu^ 
was liberally endowed for aDean, II Prebehdaries) and S singy 
iog Boys-: the House-is entire^ and is- now used for the Pa-^ 
]X)chial Church, (a) The Earl of Ross, findulg the ladies^ 
had lefi ICildrummy castle, with a- treacherous ititiention be- 
trayed: tbem: to t^e- Eiaglish* 

Brqcenow retreated from AJ36rdeensliire Vo the^ more ele-' 
vated: and mountainous^ parts of Br^adalbihev^ anfd-neared'the 
confines of' Argyleshir^s where he- had to^ encounter Stnartj 
Lord of Lona^ andiwias again vanquished by that haughty^ ' 
cbiefjr who- vowed revenge on Bruce for the murder of his* 
kinsman, th© red Cummi»g, at • Dumfries* (<^) - A?fliei' eso^ihg* 
frbm this peril, BnjCc, with' his few^ adherettts, had Co sub- 
sist on fishing and hunting for a- sIiorttiiBe,^ until co»ip^llei} 
by the rigour of winter to seek shelter and f^d in the \om^ 
-country, which the alpine denied* (f)" 

(a) Lord of the Isles, 817. (6) 327^ 

(c) Thorn's Hi«toiyof Aberdeen; Keithy 47S, 186. ; Webster, 633. 
(rf) Lord of the Isle?, 317. i Webster, i02, - (e) Ibid..StS. ~ 
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. On his march, Bruce had to enoouhter a corps of lOOO 
Argylesbire men, headed by StQiM^ Lord of Lorn, at Giek 
Bodbart, in the h^^ber pact of Breadalbine, near Tjrndruro, 
on a plain now caUed Dalree^ (King's HaugfaJ, This b&nh 
^so proved juofoftunate to the Bmcian interest, who w&e 
chidS^y men at arms. f/J Many of finice's horses were 
dain witli the Argyleahice men's pole ax^ the use of which 
it aeems they had herrowed firom die Norwegians; i^ last 
.fche ncwardi. retreated up a nairow pass, bringing up the 
rear of his small party, and turning repeatedly roond to 
io c^hastase the vei>turous and daijisg asaailanits, who watched 
fey!ery opportunity, until the party entered the nanrowest «f 
jthe pass, enviroaed with a tremendous pre<^iee on one 
hfmdf -aed on tbt odier a large lake, where they scarce had 
^sufficient room to march; and as his Mi^esty was in thereat* 
he.manag^ his steed with great difficult, when three <^* his 
enemies sprung «tpoii him, one of whom seized the bridle, 
ibut suffered for his temerity, as a single stroke widi ^ jnoo* 
iurch's sword severed the arm iVom his body. T^ second 
gra^)ed his Majesty by the leg and stirrup, etideaiTouring to 
unhorse him, but met with no better success, as Bruee tap- 
ped spurs to his horse, threw the intruder to th^ ground, 
still holding by the stirrup. The t^ird, undaimted at the fttie 
of his companions, taking advantage of an acclivity, sprung 
on horseback behind his Majesty, who soon extricated him* 
j^elf from his antagonist, by dexterously burling him tQ tbfs 
ground, and at the same time cleft his head with the sword; 
and by a similar exertion disengaged the hand pf die other 
from the stirrup, sending him to converse with the- ghosts ia 
the shades, (g) 

Having surmounted thjs difficulty, they with great peril 
prossed the water to Rowarden, partly in a wretched boat, 
and partly by swimming. Here tlie loyal and valiant Karl of 
Lennpx wejeoftied the party with tears lo his territories, 

f/J Lord of th« fcles, S20: fpj Ibi<l. 
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where they had found their -way, and lamented his incapadty 
to' aid them to niake an effectual head, {k)" 

Angus McDonald, the Lord of the Isles, who held in his 
possession a great part of Can tyre, received the fugitives in 
his castle of Dunnaverty ; but that n\onarch, who was afters- 
wards the restorer of his country's independence, dared not 
remain long in that district, as he dreaded some treacherous 
conspiracy. Accordingly, he embarked with his few adher- 
ents for an island, fronting Ballycastle in Ireland, called 
Rathern, and supposed with good reason to be the Recina of 
Ptolmey. On the landing of their new guests, the natives 
fled from their houses, but upon an explanation taking place 
they returned, and submitted to the sovereignty of Bruce, 
who remained among those happy people until the approach 
of spring 1306, when he returned to Aberdeenshire, deter- 
mined to make a bold effort to regain his throne, or perish 
in die attempt. (/) Sir Neil' Campbell had l)ehayed so gal- 
lantly at the battle of Dalree, that his Majesty gave him his 
sister Marjory in marriage, (k) Sir Neil Bruce, brother to 
his Majesty, and Sir Christopher Seton^ were executed Ijy 
Edward's adherents.s (/) 

Having wandered among the mountains with our Hero, 
and seen the hardships he underwent. 

Before he gained the regal chair, 
And Scotia's gilded sceptre swar'd, 

we must return back a few years, to pursue the thread of our 
history, and take a retrospective vieW of the fraud and per- 
fidy of the Scottish clergy, which will harrow up the mind to 
that degree, that the reader will execrate their manes. For 
though they were the only persons who could produce docu- 
ments to refute the claims of Edward, they endeavoured to 
betray the nation, by robbing it of its independence, and 
subjecting it as a fief to England. • Some of the northern 
counties of England were early in the hands of the Scottish 
Kings, who, as far back as the feudal system can be traced, 

(A) Lord of the Isles, 318. (t) Ibid. 821. (*) Ibid. 319. (l) 323, 384. 
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held these possessions of the English Kiiigs^ and did homage 
to them on that account. But this homage, due only for the 
territories which they held in England, was not derogatory 
to the regal dignify. Nothing can be more suitable to feudd ' 
ideas, than that^ the same person should be both a lord and a> 
vassal, independent in one capacity, and dependent in another* 

The crown of England was, without doubt, imperial and 
independent, though the princes who wore it, were, for many 
ages, the vassals of the French kings; and consequently, by 
their possessions in that kingdom, bound to perform every 
service which a feudal monarch has a title to exact. E^ual 
was the condition of the Scottish sovereigns, free and inde- 
pendent as kings, but, as possessing English territories,, vas- 
sals to the King of England, (m) 

Edward, after a- long ponflict, aided by the pious church- 
men, having conquered every appearance of hostility against 
his arms, and having received the submission of the Barons 
and Clergy of Scotland, who subscribed themselves vassals 
to the English crown. 

Edward then returned to England : biit yet he resolved to ' 
exterminate eternally the bare idea of Scottish independence, 
by removing from their view all that could call to their i^ 
membrance that this had ever been enjoyed, by their now ab- 
ject state, and gave his soldiers liberty to plunder the archive 
of Scone, and other religious houses, many of which they 
burnt. After this he marched to Berwick, where he called a 
grand council, in order to reward the companions of fiis suc- 
cess, and to impose new laws on the vanquished nation. 

Contented with the homage of the Scottish nobility and 
clergy, h.e restored their estates whic)i had been forfeited, or 
taken possession of in his name. He also rewarded the 
priests of Durham, who had so plentifiilly supplied his troops, 
and who had sung Te Deum fervently for his success and 
victories, liielast they wholly ascribed to the influence of the 

- (fn) Tullit, 7. 
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dM^ SL Oufliberti (FftgU Hib^Uid iJ&m-} For tJiis Edw»r4 
f^warded th<ein with « pe^siOh of forty {>o«»KkailnualIy) Ari^ 
TDgfrom the rf!T«nae9 6f Scetlaftid^ F^om tbk dtHiati^o^ 
Mo itrax ticindkas were echistantly tq be )&ept burning before 
tHesfaiimi of the Saihl^ asd tbe prief^ts w^^e to di&^Hiute ohe 
peiihy tx> each of thi*e^ t^pusaod poor^ who should be invited 
hr tlieiT gates tW-iee a y^ar^ (SiUiemiuM stitUuB^) He then 
appointed Warren, Creisingham, ahd Ormesby, to the 
txfiicei of Oo^erooir^ Jusiietai*y» and Treiteury» of Roxburgli^ 
Berwick^ Jedbor^^ Edinburgh^ and Ayr. {n) 

The next most lEoportarit event wai^ ^Akt battle of Stirliog, 
Ae most ln*iUiant in the ann^ of Scotland, conducted by the 
vafiant Sir Wiflictin Wdtlaee, who, on hearing of the ad- 
vance of the English army, left thd sifege of Dundee castle> 
Ahd marched to gitak*d the Gritmpian parses.; and while the 
En^Ksb were niarching to cross the Fortfi^ by Stirling brl^e, 
they ^Aw the Scots near the Abbey of Cambttskennetb5 post- 
idd on an ekmnence^ ready to opposd their passing. 

On seeing this, Warren determined to try the art of n^go- 
tkition^ by which his officers h^ brdken the Scottish lines at 
Irvine* But this an$i?rer was returned by Wallace to the 
two friarar-*-" Go^ tell your masters^ we are here to fight^ 
'<^ but not to treaty we are deterftiined to shake off the 
^ }^e frokn our iountry^ so lei them advance^ we bid thein 
^dcfimite*'^ 

i Despisihg the Scottish ftrmy, Cressiogham foolishly deter^ 
<nined to cross the bridge and attack them in the camp^ ' 
whatever might be the consequences i and while his army 
%ki crossing the river, Wallace led his men down to meet 
them. Ere one-half of the army had passed the bridge, and 
in dik)hler, the Scots rushed on them. The .English now 
receding with confusion at one end of the bridge and advanc- 
ing at the other, here struggling to expand themselves in 
imtde order, there turning their backs to the furious fii*e, ex- 
posing themselves to almost unresisted slaughter. Cressing- 

^«l Hume and Roberlg<on abrHgcd, voU i. 87S^ 
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tlli#n fell ^iHQOg tbfi first, aa4 in. rev^ng© the Sp^^ Isewed 
^owii ii\kdm^Vghi}m lifeless eorps^.^ Ami^ft th^ r^g^of 
^^% ibe hrWge l^^fwi l»Qkep, and tbe Englisb who liod 
^rpsa^d were nw ^ prey to th^ S&Qt^f witlvo^fe any m^^^i^^of 
«S!eaping, §othi^t Wafi^en 4«d feifi hatt»JiM 'fp*^ 0pJy. be- 
hold the csarnage, witb rag^ ffiiogiild wjlb^o^r^pJw^ i^ba^ jjie 
ScQts gained tJtiU batlJ^e with little Idsw; but ai»OTg <iie few 
that fell was Sir Andrew MjBrrAy of BpthwelV » fckhfW fil^m- 
panipn to Wfillaoe. (o) 

After this the .3^Pls ipar^heii tQ Fftlkirka a«i4 B<}ww^<l 
countermanded bis eo^diera ^ovik th.Q xH^^^U UPd "tP ^hf^I 
^nd meet the eneni^, 

' Thi^ English remaUwJ fer^h^ ni^t po slhi^t^ m^ I4ji- 
lithgow, and Edward ^y ^& the grpund by th@ ^id^ pf his 
bpr$e^ who being st^itj/ed, g^v^ hi§ Sf^^^y ^ch §. kicfc as 
broke two of Iu$ ribs, whi^h ^pre^d a^ »lBifsa thrp^gb the 
camp; but the mona>t)bx i^pui-niug bodily pain, jppupJted.his 
bprse, agd led oi)i his. trppps tp battle,. 

7b^ Scot? wejre dmwn ^p in h^tiQ f>rdiBr> ,ob fi field n^r 
Falkirls;^ headed by tb$ keri>ic, WaJfece^ aftdliis atlesdant 
Barpiji^ The speftrmeo were scattered over the fbJd in toiali 
^f quia? trppps, which extended Arcmnd it a terrible iwjmber 
and length of pointed spears. The archers were spread 

.through the interniediate Bpace§ among the sp^arm^sn. Be- 
fore them was a morass, and behind was a reserve of one 
thousand ciavalry. Every thing in order, Wallace gave this 
spirited and soldierly address to his army : ", I have brought 

* " you to the ring, engaged the music ; dance if you can.'* 
But th^se encouragements were quite futile — first, . from the 
inferiority pf his army, and by the dissentions among his 
troops. 

The strength of Edward's army was chiefly composed of 
cavalry, which, were formed in three divisions. The first 
was led on by Henry Bigod, Earl Marischal ; the second 
was commanded by Beck? Bishop of Durham; and the third 
was headed by his Majesty injnvpria persona, 

' (o) Hume and Robertson abridged, g79» ' 



Bigod urged on his division to the attack^ but was imped* 
ed by the morass. Beck, with the second division, attacked 
the left of the Scots infantry, and they made a gallant resist- 
ance, Bigod, who hod found his way round the morass, at- 
taeked them on the right The troops of Scottish spearmen 
kept for a long time their ranks impenetrable to the English, 
the archers with their long bows made a dreadful havock, 
but the cavalry, dismayed by the dreadful aspect, and num- 
ber of the English cavalry, instead of supporting the infantiy, 
when they saw them sorely pressed, withdrew with cowardice 
from the field. In the interim, the whole "of the English 
battalion came up to the aid of the two columns who began 
the attack, and the Scots were overpowered by numbers. 
Stuart, Macduff and Graham, fell on the plain, and gre^t 
was the carnage of their adherents who fought around them, 
endeavouring to defend their bleeding bodies, after they had 
fallen ; many were made prisoners, fpj 

From the reign of Alexander I. or 11 07) until the com- 
petition, or 1296, was coined from the pound of silver, £l 
of money, bearing eleven ounces tm> pennyweights of pure 
silver, and eighteen pennyweights of alloy. But John Ballol 
added one shilling more to the pound^ making it j£l Is. fqj 

fpJ Hume and Hobertoon abridged, S83* fqj Websfeeri anriii. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Thro* thy battlemente, Kildrammyy the hoOow winds whistle ; 

The halls of brave warriors are gone to decay ; 
'Id the once bloomiog garden, the hemlock and thistle 

Have ahok'd up the roae, which late bloom'd in the way. 

Bynm, 



Hostilities were renewed, without Jnterruption fronii any 
foreign interposition, between the nations, upon the, expira* 
tion of the second truce. Edward did not at this period come 
upon another expedition into Scotland, but dispatched an 
army under the command of John de Seagrave. While this 
army advanced through the south east counties, the Scots 
gained intelligence, and prepared to meet him. The Eng* 
Ush were divided into three divisions, at such equal distance 
that they could not join or. act together upon any sudden 
alarm. (5) 

In ^302, Feb. 24, at Roslin, near Edinburgh, the first 
column was surprised at day-break by the appearance of a 
corps of armed Scots, led on by Sir John Gumming, who^ 
finding the English completely off their guard, began the at- 
tack, and the battle became fierce for some time on both 
sides, uiitil the English gave way, and retreated from the 
field, where many were slain, and a number taken prisoners. 
Tlie second division of the English came in sight, and the 
JScots prepared to give them a reception, under the command 
of Sir Simon Eraser; but fearing a revolt, they put all their 
prisoners to death, and encountered the enemy witli such 
resolution, that th^ English retreated with great loss : but 

{») Webstur, xviii. 
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the Scots bad scarce breathed when the thcT third division 
came up» who were also vanquished. Thus were three divi- 
sions of IO5OOO men each cut up by io.OOO Scots, or as three 
to one. 

The field of battle was on a beautiful plain called ^Roslin, _ 
situated n^ar Edinburgh and Dalkeitli, which once belonged 
to the St. Clair or Sinclair family. 

William, second sonof Walderne St. CUir, married Mar- 
garet, daughter of Richard, Duke of Noi*mandy, and from his 
great besduty was called William the seemly. In 1Q76, Mal- 
colm III. gave him a large tract of Und in Mid Lothian, 
which he named Roslin. William, brother of Sir Harry ' 
Sinclair, was Bishop of Dunkeld, Feb. 8, 1312. Earl 
William, of Roslin and Caithness married Marj', daughter of 
King Robert Bruce. 

In 144f6, William, Earl of Roslin and Prince of Orkney, 
founded a Chapel for a Provost and six singing boys, and 
bestowed on them the landb of Peptland, fouracr^s of mea- 
dow near the town, with the kip ^nd eight sowms of grass in , 
the town of Pentland. (/) The chapel was dedicated to St. 
Matthew the Evangelist Hje exterior is decorated with ^ 
variety of ludicrous sculpture. The interior is 69 feet by 34, 
supported by two rows of clustered pillars, about 8 feet higb» 
with an aisle on each side. The arches ar^ Saxo-fGothic, 
and are extended across the aisles ; but the centre of the 
xhurch is one pontiaued arch, elegantly cfivided into com- 
partments, and finely sculptured. The capitals gf tlje pillargf 
are enriched with foilage, and a variety of figvires; ^idst the 
celestial conclave, appears a cherubim playing on the High- . 
land Bagpipe ! ! ! The Apprentice Pillar, as it is called, h 
a piece of matchless wprkmiinship. The ch^peji.was never 
fully completed, only the chancel and parjt of tha transept wa§ 
built (u) 

Within the chancel was the Sinclair vault, built by Eh'^a- 
beth, Countess of Orkney and Buchan, as appears by a Go - 

(0 Keith, 471. («) Webster, 677. .. 
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thic inscription oVer tlie door of the cemistry*^l%r^>s^ ViHkm, * 
fortior est Bex^ fortiores sunt Midteres^ sigper Omnia tdfmt 
Veritas — u ev Women are fascinating, the Kil^ is pow^iiil^ 
Witie is strcHigf but Truth is superior overall. 

Here were jS^puttered t^ Earls of Sutherbxid, be^^ 
many of Orkney* Caithness, and Rosliti. 

Johni son of Earl William Sinclair, wad Br^op of Caith^ 
ness in 146^; and Henty Sinclair was Bishop of Rods in 
1560* a mati highly .esteemed by James V« John Sifitlair 
was Bishop of Brechin in 1563. 

Near this is Roslin Castle, situated on a penlnsolated 
rock in a deep strath, accessible only by a very h^h bridge^ 
" tod was formerly a favourite seat of William St. Clair^ Priiice 
of Orkney, in 1446, who kept a great court, and Was royally 
served in vessels of gold and silver. Lord Direleton was hii 
master of th^ household, Lord Boitfawick was his cupt^earer, 
and Lord Flemming was his carver. His Princess, Elizabeth 
Douglas, was served by 75 genjtlewomen, 53 of whonf wer^ 
dmighters of nobletnen, and 22 daughters of knightiK ; . they 
were all cloibed In silk and velvet, with chains of gold and 
othet ornaments. She had also 200 gentlemen who attended 
bet in all her joumies. (») 

Arms. — Or, a cross engrailed sable. 

Suf^orters.-^^Dexter, a mermaid ; sinister, a griffin* 

Crest-^A dove^ bearing in its bill aa olive branch; all 
proper. ' 

Motto.'— Cr^rfo, I believe. 

Such pageantry was by nd means nnqommon in that age, 
as the Earl of Douglas formed a sort of independent princi* 
pality, created knights, appointed a privy council, and his 
usual retinue was 2000 horse. {*a>) He assumed every en-» 
sign of royalty but the title of King. 

Roslin was erjpcted into a British Earldom for James St. 
Clair, Earl of Eoslin, Baron Loughborrotigh of Ldughbor- 
rough, in the county of Surry, descended from the Erkines, 
Earls of Mar. 

(») Webeter, 678. [w) Tulliai, 17, 23^ 
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, Alexander Wedderburn, youngest son of Sir Peter Wed- 
.derburnof Gosford, was caDed to the bar in Scotland, and 
on the union of the kingdoms, in 1707, was appointi^ one of 
the Commissioners of Excise. He married Mary, daughter 
of James Deas, Esq. x^CoIdingknows in Berwickshire, by 
whom he had issue Peter, who was created one of the Lords 
of Session for Scotland, by the title of Lord Chesterball, in 
1 755. He was ancestor to the Earl of Roslin, who was bom 
in 1753. He married Janet Ogilvie, and had issue James, 
his successor, and died, August 11, 1756. 
i. James succeeded, and adopted the name St. Clair, by royal 
sign manual, June 9, 1789. 

Alexander, the first Earl of this family, was appointed 
Solicitor General, January 20, 1771; Attorney General, 
June 10, 1778; Baron Loughborrough, Junel45; Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, and called to the Privy Coun-* 
cil, and First Commissioner for keeping the Great Seal, Jan. 
27, 1798': and by a second patent, October SI, 1795, Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Britain, and Baron Loughbor* 
rough of Loughborrough,. in the county of Surrey, with re- 
mainders, severally and successively, to Sir. James Erskine, 
his brother. H^ was created Earl of Roslin, by patent, 
April 21, 1801, and died, January 3, 1805. 

Thomas ,Erskine, a branch of this family, was created 
Lord Erskine, of Restormel Castle, in the Duchy of Corn- 
wall, in 1802. James, nephew of the Earl, succeeded, and 
has issue, James Alexander St. Clair Erskine* 
, Arms. — Quarterly, first and. fourth, azure, a galliot at 
anchor or; second and third, of the first, a galliot under 
weigh of the second; and on an escutcheon surtout argent, a 
cross gules. ^ 

Crest. — A swan issuant from a coronet; 
. Supporters. — Two grifSns, all proper. Motto.— 2^]gA/. 
- Not dismayed by the overthrow at Roslin, Edward still 
panted for thcsubjugation "of Scotland, which he almost ac- 
complished ; but yet he could not re^st until that mirror of 
chivalry, the brave Sir William Wallace, was laid low, as 
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h^ still dreaded his power of making his second conquest fu^ 
tile as the former. He employed all his emissaries, ^nd used 
every s'i atagem to have the chieftain betrayed. Ralph Halli- 
burton, a Scotsman, then a prisoner in England^ made 
known by letters to Edward, that he was well acquainted 
With the haunts of that hero, which satisfied Edward so tho* 
roughly, that he emancipated him, gave him );neans, and 
sent him tp Scotland on this base undertaking; and it is too 
certain, that that Hero was betrayed and conducted to Lon-^ 
don, where he was brought to a mock trial, arraigned and 
condemned as a traitor at Westminster, and suffesi^ed with die 
mostQialicious cruelty in 1304<. 

Bruce now resolved to shake off the English yoke; he as- 
sailed the enemy in every quarter, and at the siege of Turn*, 
bury castle, he attacked the forces commanded by Pembroke, 
the Ekiglish Governor, whom he completely vanquished ; and 
a few days after conquered the division headed by Ralph 
Mortimer. 

Edward now finding his affairs on the decline, became 
coriturbed in mipd, which, added to his corporeal imbecility, 
sapped every cdnduit of life, and he made his demise, July 
7) 1307 ; and with his last breath ordered his exanimate 
body to be carried through Scotland in terroremj and not t6 
be inhumed until that nation was totally vanquished. 

His son, Edward II. mounted the throne, but found 
** Scots soldiers true, with bonnets blue/' 
and Bruce appeared a complete conqueron At Inverury, 
he vanquished Gumming, August 27, 1307. After this, he 
routed a corps at Craignell, commanded by John St. John 
and Ingram Umfraville. 

Bruce now rewarded Graitney, Earl of Mar, for his fide- 
lity and steady adherence to his interest, with the marriage 
of Christina, daughter of Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, 
and consequently, uterine sister to his Majesty ; by this^ 
marriage he gained the Lordship of the Garioch, as appears 
by a charter from his Majesty. Tliis Lordship was first an- 

2 b 
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fiexed to tfad Earldom of Mar and the Lordslup of Kildrqrnk 
Vtji by Bavidy Earl of Huntington and Garioch, and Lord 
Stirathbqgie, and brother Co his Majesty WilliaDi il^ Lion# 
in 1 172. David died at Huntington in 1219* 
* Arms, from a seal which is yet preserved^ ' aature, a man 
on borsebacki having on his arih a shield or ; charged with 
three piles issuant and conjoined by the points in base, sable* 
, The ^bove Lordship, as we have seen from undoubted au- 
thoi'ityy was the property of Priuce David, second son of 
Malcolm IV. who was designed Earl of Mar, Huntington^ 
and Gariochy Lord Strathbogie. He married Matilda/ , 
daughter of Randolph, Count Palatine of Chester, by whom 
he had issue, John, Henry, David, Ro{)ert, and four daugh- 
ters. John married Helen, daughter of Llewellen, Prince 
of Wales, and had issue ; but the other brothers had none/ 

Afler the death of Prince David, the lordship of the 
Garioch reverted to the crown, and remained until 1479^ 
on the death of John Stuart, Earl of Mar, when this Lord- 
$hip, with the Earldom of Mar, were given fo Bobeit 
Cochrane. 

. This beautiful, fertile, and extensive Lordship, contains 
ppwards of 150 square miles aud 18 parishes, watered bf 
^veral small rivers, as the Sbevock, the Ury, the Gadie, 
&c. which all fall into the Don at Inverury* 

Arms of the Lordship.— rOn an escutcheon surtout a fesse 
cheque, azure and argent, between three ducal crowns or. 

As tliis Lordship falls under my observation, I mean to 
give a short account of some of the parishes, and then^return 
to the Dhoin, Don, i, e. (deep water) and conclude the his- 
tory of the House of Mar. 

. . Clatt^ a parish watered by the Gadie, which has its source 
among the hilts in this parish ; valued rent is j€1275 4s. 4d. 
Scots, [oo) The parson of this parish was made one of ihe 
members of the Chapter of St. Machar, by Richard Potlochtji 
ill 1256. It is in Alford presbytery. Duncan Sherar, who 

s (.r) Statistical History, vol. viii. 23S. 
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was minister in 15Y0, gave some lands for jthe maintenance of 
Bursars, The village was erected into a Burgh of Barony in 
1501, fey his Majesty James IV, Part of this parish pre^ 
sently belongs to General Hay of Leith-hall. 

Seats. — KnocEespock, situated at the foot of the Suoy Hill, 
surrounded with some plantations. It has for several cen*- 
turies belonged to a branch of the Gordon family, as appears 
from monumental inscriptions. 

* In the church of Clatt are to be seen, azure, three boars' 
heads erased or; W. G. na date, but it must have been ante 
1639. ' Near this are the arms, and initials H. G. no date. 
This must have been Harry Gordon, who was buried at 
Kennethmont, as appears by a stone dug from the ground 
near the old church, and known by the name of Kenneth*s 
6tone. The stone is cut in form of a coffin, on which can bfe 
traced a mort-head and two bones en saltier^ with part of the 
^rms, three boars' heads, and the initials H. G. date 1685, 
J. H. S. On the other end are three boars* heads couped, 
and the initials G. G. date 1648: and a saltier between « 
crescent and three etoiles, and the initials J. A. George Gor- 
/don and Jane Anderson^ Over all are these words— o lord 

I HAVE WAITED :POR THY SALVATION. 

On the middle gallery are the arms of Scotland, and this 
inscription: 

^ Wffliam Archibald, sometime in Mlln of Clate, lefte 50 marks to 
helpe to build this lofte, for th« use of the poor, 173d." 

By this may be seen, how small a. sum immortalized the 
donator in the beginning of the 18tli century, when a siun of 
nearly £3 was sufficient for canonization* The present pro^ 
prietor is Harry Gordon, Esq. 

Arms.''**- Asure, « pheon between three boars' beads erased 
or. 

Crest — A stag's head couped proper, attired or. 

Motto. — Dum vigila tidus^ (Safe while watching). 

The church was annexed to the Cathedral of St. Machar 
by St. David L The charter is dated at Forfar, June 30, 
1109, and received a confirmation from Malcolm IV. in 
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1 i62, witnessed by John and Edward,' Chancellors. It had 
been a Roman Qatholic Chapel ; on the repairing was dis- 
tinctly seen, Several sculptured stones on the back wall, and 
a tablet of sympexia on which was a crucifixion, with inscripf- 
tion beautifully done in vermilion and gold leaf, but was 
broken in the 'taking out, together with many other indica^ 
tions of catholic worship* fyj Over the west door of the 
church is th6 date, 1662; this must have been an addition 
and reparation, as the belfry bears date 1640, which is 22 
years prior. Over the east door is 1 778. 

Schoolmaster, Rev. Alexander Low, a. m. author of ai 
history of Scotland in 1826 : salary dBl6 13s. 4d. sterling. 

On the north is th^ parish of Cairn, or Kearn, which was 
annexed to Forbes, a parish on the south of the Corren Hill, 
an elevation of 1200 feet above the level of the sea, and nearly 
iive miles in breadth. Valued rent was j^i 166 Scots, They 
are subdivided, Forbes being joined to Tullynessle, and 
Kearn to Auchindoir. 

Seats in Uiis part none but Drumminor, which anciently be- 
longed to the Cummings, but afterwards to the Irvines of the 
House of Drum, and in the middle of the fifteenth century 
to the Forbes family. By charters from his Majesty Alex- 
ander 1 11.^ the castle was erected by the Cummings, as Irvine 
held it in 1439; it Vas ornamented with sculpture, armo- 
rial bearings, foilage, and devices, which are now erased. That 
of Cumming is quarterly — first, three stags' heads cabosed ; 
^second, a saltier or Burgundian cross proper ; third, a galliot 
at anchor; fourth, a cincture with three bucklesi. 
Support!ers.-T^Two lions. 
Crest. — A bear's head. Initials^ J. C. M. E. 
The present villa bears date 1577, presently held by 
Robert Gratit, Esq. . 

Arms. — Gules, three antique crowns or. 

Crest. — A rock proper. Motto* — " Stand Sure." 

The church is now demolished, but the burial ground is 

(y) Statistical History, p. 643. 
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yejt occlipietl, in \^hicli are several remarkable epitaphs, from 
which I shall insert a few. 

Heir lyis JhoneTorbas Goodman of Cragtone, vho depairtit yis lyf' 
ye 20 Agust zeir of God 1622, and his spovs, dochter to J. Forbas 
of Gask, and abow heir Ijia Jhone Forbas his Father, and Patrick his 
grandsjr. " . 

Patrick Forbes, Esq. of; Craigton, was second son of 
George Forbes, Esq. of Lethinty, (now Counteswells) who 
was second son of Alexander Forbes of Pitsligo, born 1458, 
married Mary, daughter of Robert Blinshell, in 1479, who 
was Armiger or Provojt of Aberdeen in 1482r Mary was 
widow of William Duff, Esq.* of Culter. By her second 
marriage she had John, who married Jane, daughter of 
Robert Allardice, Esq. of B(idenscoth, 1580; issue John, 
who married Maria, daughter of James Forbes of Gask, and 
died August 20, 1622, 

. Afor yiB lyis Elspet Danye (Downie) spovs to George Faslsyn, qvha 
departit yis lyf, ye zeir of God 1605, with Ilnnes, and robeit thair 
sonis, lane Icfisas pleisis God yeir dochter. 

Ther is heir to ly myself, be ye grace of God, and Elspet Forbas, 
nov my present spoYS, dochter to Duncan Forbas in Blairfould. 

Here lyes Ihone Laing Baron of Noth, who died in March 1624, 
He vas sonne'to Ihone Laing in Barflett, vho died in Nov. 1624', • 
And here be Villiam Laing, vho died Desem 24, 1567. 
Arms. — Three battle axes or, chevron ways. 

Here lies Willi^ Tough, student of philosophy. (No place nor date) 

Within this grave, beside these stones. 

There lyes a pious student*8 bones, 

Who lived in this world here. 

Till he was enterred 18th year, . 

And then December twenty nynth. 

We trust unto Heaven 4ie went. 
In the fourth line, I am at a loss what to make of it, as it 
stands without a supplement. If the 18 mean his age, I find; 
I have to substitute (in his) : or should it be for the time of 
hi« death, I have to ascend above hundreds, to the beginning 
of the 18th century, or to 1718. 



218 

On part of the wall is ^ beautifiil marble slab, on which ap- 
pears this epitaph: 

Here are deposited. 
In the finn hope of blesacd resurrectioDy 

The Ashes of 

Sir William Forbes Baronet, Advocate, 

, of the Family of Monjmusk, 

Who left this transitory world, 

On the 12th of May 1743, aged 36, 

Adorned with many virtues, 

Stained with no crimes, 

With the shattered remains of paternal possession^ 

Once ample and floorishing, 

He supported through the whole of life 

Without ostentation, 

But with dignity and spirit, 

That rank to which he was entitled. 

In his death, which he long foresaw, 

He displayed equal magnammity. 

Enduring without complaint 

The attacks of painM distemper. 

And cahnly resigning his soul to him 

who gave it. 

This marUe is erected by his only surviving son^ 

Who 

. Though deeply afiected with his losis 

Submits to the Divine Wisdom, 

That saw proper to deprive' him early 

Of such a parent, Ixfore he was able 

to proBt by so bright ah example 

of Christian Virtue. 

Let me die the death of the righteous, and 

let my last end be like his. Numh. xxiiit 10* . 

James Gordon of Tullyangus, George Gordon of Bal^ 
dornie, and Ale^cander, his son, were forfeit in 1567. 

On the north is Cean-na-dhmond, (Kennethmont) valued 
rent of which is ^96o 15s. 6d. Scots. 

I shall not 'make mention of any more stipends of the pa- 
ro<;liial clergyman, bat take tlie aggregate of Scotland, in 
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wliich Ifincl 937 on the estabUfihmenfv £2 in ehupdBOfem^ 
besides missionaries on the royal bouBty, who have no legat 
settlement, but itinerate the country, and ^00 diBsenlingf 
clergymen, making more than 1487 preachers^ which, ait an 
average, have annually ^1^0 each, amounting to mor^ than 
j^23,050 Aerlbg. As it was enacted, Parliament 1. Sess. 
3. of William and Mary, that there should beia Sehool and 
Schoolmaster in every parish, whose salary should not be 
under 100 merks, nor aJ[>ove 200, in 1S03, the legislature 
augmented it to 300 the minimum, and 400 the maximunu 
The modern clergy have dispensed with visiting the sick, and 
many other incumbent duties* The Stool of repentance haa 
£illen sick and gone to bed; and tent preaching, being seix« 
ed with the distemper of ^ Holy Fair,'' died c^ a galloping 
consumption. Parochial clergyman, in 1827j is the Hev, 
George Minty. 

Seats.^-Leitb-hall, tor which see pf^e 8& 

Craig Hall, formerly held by the Gordon &mily, as itp« 
pears by the arms, bearing a fesse cheque, between three 
boars' heads couped, and the initials A. G. : but h^ been 
ionghddby the family of Wemyss, who carries on a wrc^thf 
a swan naiaht argent* Motto.-— Je Pense, (I Hope.) 

Arthur's Seat, now Gordon Hall, erected by Arthur Oor^ 
don of Wardhouse, in the 18th century. 

On the lands qfLeith-hall is an excellent quarry of marble, 
and in the parish are to be found tumuli, circles, &c. 

The old castle of Wardas is situated in a hollow, about 
two miles to the east, ancient seat of the Leslies, nearly eras-* 
ed, but the fosse is pretty entire : breadth at the top 31 feet^ 
at the bottom 7, depth 12* 

William Leslie, fourth Baron of Balquhain, married' se- 
condly, Agnes, daughter of Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum, 
and bad issue a son, Alexander, who got in patrimony from 
his father the lands and barony of Wardas, Middteton, and 
Drainy; but Wardas continued to be the chief title of the 
family. In 14.78, Sept, 4, he received a charter, under the 
Great Seal, on the lands and barony of King Edward, Banff- 
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shire. He married the. heiress of Balcomle, by wbom Ite- 
bad issue John^ who was Provost of Aberdeen in 1504 ; Elizf 
abeth,, married to WilHam Seton of Meldrum ; Jane,, marri*- 
ed to John Spence of Boddain ; Ann, who married Joha 
LivingstogofDysart; and Maria, to Robert Reith, Esq. 
. On the death of his father at Flodden, in 151d, Johnsuc-^ 
ceeded to the lands ; and, June 17, 1508, received a chatr-^ 
ter, under the Great Seal, on the lands and thanage of Kin-» 
tore, and March 27, 1510, a charter on the Jands of Glan* 
derstone and Duncanstown* He married Ann Stiiart, but 
had no. issue; and on her death, he married, secondly, Mar- 
garet, daughter of Sir William Crichton of Frendraught, and 
by her had issue Alexander, his successor, and Margaret, 
^ho married the proprietor of Cobairdy* He married, third- 
ly, Ann, daughterofj^mes Forbes of Echt; issue William, ' 
first of Wartle, and Walter. He married, fourthly, A^es, 
daughter of Patrick Gordon, Esq. of Haddo; issue Andrew, 
from whom are descended thp Leslies of Bucharn, and two 
daughters. He married, fifthly," Ann, daughter of William • 
Chalmers, Esq. of Balbithan; issue Robert, who fell at 
Pinkie in i547, Isabella, and Clara, who married Patrick 
Leitb of Hart Hill, The Baron died in 1550, in the SOth"^ 
year of bis age. . 

The cause of this battle was, the Scots refusing the suit of 
Henry VIII4 grand-uncle to the infant Queen, whom he 
sought in marriage for his son Edward VI. ; and even when 
dying, strenuously recommended to his executors to attempt 
every means in their power to bring on the marriage, and 
unite the two kingdoms. To prospCMte this plan, Somerset 
mustered 18,000 men, and fitted out a fleet of 60 sail," 30 of 
which were ships of the line, and the other half were trans- 
ports. The fleet was commanded by Lord Clinton, while 
the Earl of Warwick and Somerset conducted the land forces. 

The pretence for these hostile proceedings was, to revenge 
some depredations committed by the Bdrderers ; but, besides 
that the Pi'otector renewed the ancient claim of the superiori- 
ty of England over Scotland, he refused to agree to any 
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hidasureii, tmless a marriage should iimnediately be condtidl^ 
ed between Edward and the young Queen, {a) On this 
Lord Huntly replied, with great naivete, " That he had no 
objections to the match, but he hated the manner of court- 
ship/* (ft) ' - :^ 

The Protector published his manifesto, in which he ' en-* 
forced the measure by 'a .variety of arguments, all deduced 
from the situation of the two kingdoms, which nature, by 
cutting them off from all communication with foreign states, 
and surrounding them by the ocean, seems to hare designed 
them for one empire, from the similarity of the inhabitants, 
inlaws, language, manners, ^and customs, by which means 
they might the more easily be conjoined into one people ; the 
equality of the young King and Queen in point oiF* age and 
fortune ; the imminent danger to which Scotland was con- 
stantly exposed from the hostile invasions of a more potent 
and opulent neighbour ; the many and great advantages that 
niust necessarily result to thl natives of both countries from 
living in a state of peace and security : and the Protector 
added, that, besides all these considerations, positive en- 
gagements had been made for concluding this alliance ; and 
that the Scots were bound in honour to perform, what their 
interest and safety so loudly demanded, (c) 

Edward was bom at Hampton Court, in Middlesex, Oc- 
tober 12, 1537, and on the 18th, was created Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of Chester, but the 
death 6f his mother Queen, changed the joy of the court 
into mourning, and this epitaph was written on her death : 
Here lies the Phcenlxy Lady Jane; 

Whose death a Phoenix bare, 
O griefi two Phoenixes at one time, ^ 

Together never were. 

He commenced his reign January 28, 1546, and on the 
Slst was proclaimed King of England, France, and Ireland, 

. (a) Rider, vol. xix, p, 23. (&) Mont% Visitor, vcO. viii. p.SS. 
(^c) Hider, p. 84. 
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^^J)ttetxdevofthe'¥iAth,^- rGdrentor rof.ilhe 

Church ^ aiidi February o the :20th,f'wasr:vcraBvffied .At-West-. 
' minster. * 

' Th^ Protoctor^ Lord Edward Sejimoiir^nsaiKt'thatalL^se 

remonstrances were futile, by the arts and intr^ues.oiFfitlie 

-•>'Queed Dowager^- who , was: warmly. \al^ehedto/Uie F^rench 

' interest, > and- to :de: OatbolicvTeligion^;tl)effefQr<ehei)¥fV9(pb- 

V .'liged to have> vecocKPse to.mare baJcsb^anddUagre^bl^'llsiea- 

sures ; andL to compel .the- ScotSj by force i^ofi arms,. tOj^i^b- 

.vjmit to i^that which neither, motivesrofp^Ucy uor pzxuddQce 

. could induce^them to a^e^. 'He accordingly s^t^redr^pt-* 

^^-iandiby -the route., of .iBerwick,. .and;.contipiii!9d feis ^m^ch-tQ 

1 V iEdinburgh, .^ witliou t ; > meetingj any oppo^i^tipn, j except AP"* 

< :same castlesji which: were.ibrced to swrrender af: <J|scj;-etiw;tn« 

:{d) ' The -Scottish ^Yeroor.hearJuigoCj;he::i?pij>jgise^^^a^ ^}tf^ 

; jremler of so many. castles, ^d bis feep*s in^r?a$ed:by ^€[;B^ny 

.. . shorts, he ordered . .the heralds , to . .pi^ch in Jbafte- t^f^oijLgh 

.ahe realm with; the Eire Ciross,. ord^RPg- every noblema 

...master all. hisi: vassals and jcaarch ta Mjiisselhurgh,; tp ds^d . 

::^hdr liberties and ihe Jife of their ^^ungPripcess. (^) 

:The.Eiiiglish were .led oaby Brfph Sadler^ (he ,wbo.;tiad 

- ..jJ)een.farmeriy.on aTisit toKiM^ry Qf;^ujseJf,-49^^p^ey-Q^|^|en, 

at Linlithgow, ^and.aftX^pprjtMd cir<^la);e4.thaji5th^J^b^,]yas 

- „ .$iqkly,,Ji€ wasishewO;ber:,.iii,.bet cjftdle, find reported the 

same to Henryi wJho ,prppose(| the ipatfjh). : They w^ere^ex- 
.cellfinriy. appointed .with cayalry%lit;^n^. heavy, h^yjng.ca- 
.jparison, , and armour Ji)^ i^^ppyior o^der. 

The Scots ..were , conducted by tbf ,.J^l of :Hupj;ly, but 
faintly disciplined,, .ojring to qlanship fi^uds. Tlieir cavalry 
composed chiefly of pikemen, wiiformly clpthed in sheep skins, 
were mounted on sinall horses, as it.waS; about this period 
that the first troops of light horse began to be formed. Many 
warlike feats were performed betweeni^he .adverse .poips, 
prior to the grand battle, mflhy prisoners were taken,, and 
numerous spldiers sjjink to repose. Lord Hume was killed 
by a fall from his horse, his son, John Maxwell, with six^ 

(d) Rider, p. 85. (e) Le^ie, Bbhop of Ross. 
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t)thers» .were eaptured rby the English ; while the Scots wound* 
ed Henry Van^^ Bajrtejiill, a Frenchmai). Bulmer, Gower, 
and .Croud, three captains <)f the light horse, were made pri- 
soners. . In the interim, Huntly sent a herald to the Eng- 
- lish governor, oflf^riug^to fight any twenty to twenty^, ten to 
ten, or pian to man. The Scots were superior in jiuinber,. 
and anxious to sp^re effusion of blopdj^but. the suit was^ 
denied. 

The English were posted on .very advantageous ground, 
about four miles from Edinburgh, w^ll guarded by the river, 
Esk. They came within sight of the Septs,, who were sta- 
tioned at Faside, and after a slight skirmish between the 
' horse, in which, the Scots were repulsed, Somerset began to 
prepare himself for a more general and decisive action : but 
beforehe would risk a battle, he i'ode out with the Earl of 
Warwick io reconnoitre, the Scottish camp, which he found 
so well defended, that, he judged it impracticable to make an 
atten^pt upon it with any probability of success. He there- 
fore sent another letter to Arran, and offered to depart froni 
the nation, as well as to repair the damages he had done, 
provided the Scots would engage not to betroth their Queen 
to. any foreign priiice, but keep her at home until she should 
come of agCjk to chopae a husband for herself. 

Instead, of ascribing these reasonable terms to the modera- 
tion and equity of the Protector, the Scots imputed them to 
his fears, and determined to take advantage of the distressing 
circumstances, in which they foolishly imagined he was in- 
volved. Deluded by their priests, who followed the camp, 
and insinuated to them, that the English were impious here- 
tics, abhorred by God, and exposed to divine vengeiance, and . 
that no success could crown their arms*. They were further 
confirmed in this ridiculous opinion, when they saw the Vro^ 
tector alter his position, and advance towards the sea ; nor 
did they entertain the least doubt, but that he intended to 
re-embark, and make his escape on board of his vessels, 
which at that instant moved into the harbour. Resolved, 
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therefore, to cut off liis retreat, they abandoned their camp, 
and crossing the Esk, advanced into the open ' plain. 

They then drew up in thiree bodies : Angus led on the van, 
. Arran conducted the main battalion, while Huntly com- 
manded the rear ; the cavalry were on their left flank, ihtef- 
Hned with some Irish archers, brought over for this service 
by Argyle. Somerset was overjoyed at this 'motion, and as 
the English had usually been victorious in regular engage- 
ments, he conceived sanguine hopes of success. He formed 
his van on the left, farthest from the sea, and ordered them 
to remain on the high ground untU the Scots approached, 
and then drew up the main body and rear towards the right j 
he placed Lord Gray beyond the van, at the bead of the men 
at arms, directing him to attack the Scots in flank, but not 
until the front of both armies should be engaged, (f) Those 
eager for spoil rushed forward without order or fear, and 
soon passeS the Esk, preventing thereby the expectation of 
the enemy ; but being within the fire of the English fleet, 
who let fly among the Irish arfchers, put them into confusion 
and killed many of them, so that they coyld hardly be made . 
to advance, which endangered them the mpre. 

On this the Scots moved so far southward, striving to attain 
the higher ground to have advantage of sun and wind, that 
they disregarded the aid of the horse^ and in haste drew their 
heavy artillery with men only. The English perceived what 
the Scots intended, iind saw that a pitched battle must be the 
result. By this time the armies were near in contact, at a 
place called Edmonstone Edge, near Musselburgh, where 
the captain of the artillery had mounted two pieces of cannon, 
near the summit of the hill. The Scots marched on. very 
quickly, andvtheir pikemen were closely ranged, bearing in 
their left hands broad bucklers, (g) ,, On the first encoun- 
ter, Lieutenant Shelly, of the Bullener band. Captain Rad- 
cliflT, brother to Lord Fit^waters, fell; and Lprd Gray, with 
many others, were wounded. Such was the fury of tl^e 

ffj Rider, p. 27. fpy Pntvn, p. 79. 
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Scots, that the English horse Were borne back through their 
own foot, where many were trodden down. The Scots now 
seized' the Roy&l Standard borne by Sir Andrew Flammock, 
but by his agility and the spirit of his steed l^e saved it, all 
but part of the staff, which the Scots carried off. In thein^ 
terim, the Protector, Sir Ralph Sadler, and Sir Ralph Vane, 
exerted their utmost efforts to rally the cavalry. Warwick 
displayed equal skill and presence of mind in preserving the 
foot, on which the horse had recoiled, and detached Sir Peter 
Meucas, captain of the bacbutters, with Sir Peter Gamboa^ 
captain of the Spanish and Italian hacbutters, commanding 
them to ply the Scots infantry with their shot. Immediately ' 
they ♦ advanced to the ditch, and gave a volley to the Scots, 
while the vessels in the harbour galled them in the flank, and 
the artillery played in their front, the archers overpowered 
them with voUies of arrows, and the vanguard descending 
frqm the hill,* advanced with unshaken resolution. Dismay- 
ed by all these dangers, the van of the Scots began to retreat^ 
which turned into a flight, begun by the Irish archers. The 
panic soon reached the whole army, which rendered the field; 
an entire scene of confusion. 

The English soldiers on the hill, on seeing the consterna- 
tion of the Scots, gave three cheers and pursued the fugitives. 
The horse, in revenge of the affront they had received in. 
the beginning, committed great havock among the flying 
foe, and from the field to the gates of Edinburgh was cover- 
ed with dead and wounded. The priests now received their 
reward, ajid were granted no quarters, and the English 
made sport in killing those men who, from their uncommon 
zeal and animosity, dared to embark in military affairs so 
extremely foreign to their profession and character. 

Ve\er was a decisive battle^ purchased at an easier rate, 
as the English lost little moi;e than 200 men, and, on the 
lowest account, the Scots lost 10,000 of their ^rmy, and up- 
wards of ] 500 were made prisoners, fkj 

(A) Rider, p. SO. 
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He i^os^iitcefeded by Alexander^ wbo received a cbarter, 
imder th^Gi^t Seidi from Queen^ Mary, on the. lands of . 
Tayeltyi ddtod 1545. He maFried Margaret,, daughter of 
AllexahderForbeBofTowie, by whom he had issue William; 
Patrick (tf DanCanstown^ who married Elizabeth, daughter-, 
of Johfi! Setda of Meldrum; Catharine married Alexander 
Setbn o^Dyce; Agnes married Laurence Leith of Kirk- 
town of /Rayne ; Maryr married Alexander Burnet, Esq. of.- 
Graigt>ur,-KiBtoardine.O'Neil5 Jane; and Ann, who married 
Alexiafider Gordon of Thainstonci 

William succeeded on the death of his: father, and, being 
aperson of great agility, was made Falconer to his Majesty- 
James YL who gave him a charter, under the Great. Seal, 
on the Jands of Wardas, June 3, 1575, He married Janet,^ . 
daughter of Robert Innes, Esq. of • lonermarkie^ andb^d 
issue Walter, , who died young ; , John his successor ; George, , 
first of Cricliie^who married Marjory, daughter of John ; 
Leslie^) Esq. of Kincraigie, parish of Tarland^ &c. 

John,, on the, death of his father, suceeed^d»,and .m0rried 
J^ne^ daughter of John Crichton of. Frendraught ; . issue 
John, William, Normand, Ann, who, married John Leith 
of Edingarioch; Marriqt manned §ir Gilbert. Johnstoiji^f 
Caskieben.. He gained a charter,. und,er. the Great Seal, on 
the house and landsrof.Largie, dated July SI, 1618; also^ 
on the; lands. of Duncanstown, and patronage oiFthe church, 
. of Leslie,, and a. charter on the la^d^ of Balcomie; in Fife, 
July 30,- 1619. He died in 1S20. ; 

John- succeeded, and by Charles I, was created a Bayonet 
on the lapds.and.barpny of Wardas, and regality of Leslie,, in 
Nova Seo.tia.in An^erica,. Sept. 1^.1625, to him and his heirs * 
male. He married Elizabeth, daughter of John Gordon of 
Newton; issue John, Francis, Alexander, Janet, Maijory, 
an J Elizabeth, i^ho married : Sir John Gordon qf . Clqny. He 
died May 24, 1642, and.Sir John, his son, came from Ger- 
many to bis paternal geat. Elizabethmarritd Sir John Gor- 
don of Cluny, and during the wars they both retired to Eng- 
land, as appears by the Earl of Huntly and Lord Huntly in 



, ?e6«i4.?P«^iQf Jobn« :fifth cof;>V^j^fts»;Md JIS^o^F^fleffliff^ 
^ gin jfeAn, fir/st , 8af;9net,,ipiK^ee^ed,^,^ . fe?4ja»i n^lda^JtfQd 
right to the honours, and accordingly was desj^ig^d j^ ]^^~ 
liam Leslie of,^S^rd^;j^l3^.as..^l)^^st^te^Yas.ej}^ 

.^-jjohn^.^lli^rsijofithe.ljpej no,part^of,At<jft!ge.tq^^,\^^ 

ap4 heis. 4^6 )as^;<^e^igBp4 .by Jthis;#Ue,. ^fiHgti^Kfe^^^ 
i.W»^TtQ,l?e,4n.^3^ia4e^^e,,^d,jpay^{)e,fi^ -^^ji^ned 

.J^orjiouipd, -tbird/pp ^of Jphn,..fi^^ pf W*^l^j(F!*>^?- 
ther^genH^R.to.Sir., jQhn,3 first, 5««9^Vrfl«#^1^ Ji^jl/J^s 
., :pf 1 JSJew, I^jiyge, and . yp^t^ . .Mfijpry, . d^Hgbter^Jpf .^ohn 
Leith of Hart Hill ; issue Johl|iTOd,yS^}^f^j^^r^ iS) 

Arms. — Argent, on a bend azure, ^|B|;M^een_thrf|e*J^ 
leaves vert, and as many buckles or. 

Crest. — A grifBn*s head. 

Suppc^ers. — Two griffins, all proper. 

Motto. — Grip Fast 

The valley was ^beautifully diversified with natural wood, 
and the gardens exceedingly rich. 

The lands were purchased by John Gordon of the house 
of Baldornie, who married Elizabeth, daughter to the Earl 
of Errol, as appears by.thearms on a stone found among the 
rubbish — impaled, dexter azure, three boars' heads erased 
or ; sinister argent, three inescutcheons gules, all within a 
bordure chequy, of the first and third. 

Cr^st. — A stag's head proper. 

Motto. — Dexter, Bydand; sinister, Seroa Jugum^ (under 
the Yoke.) 

They had issue Arthur, who had no issue, but one daugh- 
ter, who had an illegitimate child to the Earl of Fife, ^nd 

(0 Baronage. 
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she retired to the castle of Baldomie, where Bhe m^rri^d 
Captain Semple, who became possessed ofWardas (Ward- 
house) with her; but haying no issue, they disposed of all 
the wood, and- in 1750 sold the lands to Charles Gordon, 
representative of Bald(wmie, who married Charlotte Boyd, 
but had no issue; seccmdly, he married Catharine Mercer, 
and had issuer ^ 

Proprietor in 1827, Charbs Gordoif, Esq. 

George Gordon, first of Baldomie, was second soft of Sir 
Adam, second son of George, second Earl of Huntly, by 
Jane Stuar^ daughter of his Majesty James I. of Scodand. 

Arms of Baldomie and Wardhouse. — Quarterly, first and 
fourth azure, a lion rampant gules, between three boars' 
heads couped or ; second and third of the first, three boars* 
heads as the former, within a bordure engrailed argent. 

CresL — A cross croslet fitched sable, and over,it— /n hoc 
speswi^fl, (In this is my hope.) 

Motto.— Bydand. 
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CHAPTER XV 



Hastk, beauteous Flora ! hither bri^g 

The various sweets of laughing spring ; 
For well we know the gentle hours 

Cuirfrom your garden choicest flowVs, 
Which, with the bay and myrtle twined* 

The graces into garlands bind, 
To deck the brow of valour, worth, 

And wisdom — most esteemM on earth ! 



B^eeUd Theatre, vol. i. p, 520. 



From this we have a grand perspective view of the moun- 
tain of Noath, in Strathbogie, an elevation, according to 
Mr. Playfair,. of 1830 feet above the level of thie sea; but 
Mr^ Webster makes it but 1200, and 1000 above its own 
base. On the summit is a beautiful verdant plain, on whicli 
are the vestiges of several buildings, a well of water, and the 
remains of a vitrified fortification, surrounded on three sides 
with a rampart of from eight to twelve feet thick, formed 
of a firm body of stone and mineral, which appear to have 
been In a state of fusion, resembling a commixion of iron and 
stone, calcined, vitrified, and incorporated. On the.north- 
«ide, the rampart consists of broken pieces, having the ap- 
pearance of bieing torn off by violence. The calcined com^p 
pact wall exists under this, though not visible. Several 
hundred yards dowij tiie hill are the remains of another 
rampart, running all around, {a) Tradition points it out to 
have Leen a strength occupied by Hardyknute, one, of the 
Danish Monarchs, during their wars with this nation, which 
has the appearance of verity. 

(a) Glasgow Geography, vol. ii. p. 462. 

2 G ^ 
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This mountain is situated in the united parishes of Rhynfe 
and Essie, in the Synod of Moray, and Presbytery of Strath- 
bogie, where are to be seen many monuments of antiquity,^ 
such as circles, tumuli, and upright stones with hiefogly- 
phics, &c. 

There is a convenient post town or village, called Muir of 
Rhynie, containing several very neat buildings, valued rent, 
^1702 193. 9d. Incumbent, in 1827, is William AUardyce- 
The ruins-of Lesmoir, or I^esmore castle, stands near the 
old church of Essie, about one and a h^lf miles west of the vil- 
lage, but no ancient epitaphs meet the view except one within 
the walls, on which are rudely cut a male and female lying 
recumbent, holding a shield parted per pale, on .wiiich are 
these arms : — dexter, two wolves* heads couped in chief, and 
an escallop in base; sinister, a boar's head erased; initials 
I. D. !• L. Round the edge is — 

Heir lyis ane honoralnll man^ James Duncan of Mair^rim> q?a de- 
cest ye second of novembcr in ye yeir of God 1601. and I. Lumsden 
his spovs quha. - ' 

•- * Here it breaks off abruptly. The castle has been strongly 
fortified, and enclosed within a rampart and fosse, and was a 
seat of a branch of the Gordon family. This honourable fa- 
mily are descended in a direct male line Trom Sir Adam Gor- 
don, chief of that name. - ' - 

James Gordon of Lesmoir, the first of that family, lived m 
the reigns of James III. and IV. and married, Lady Ann, 
daughter of John J^uart, Earl of Athol,and relict of Sir Robert 
Gordon of Pitlurg; issue James. After the de:ath of James, 
Lady Ann, during the minority of her son^ built the castle in 
150B. . . * 

James succeeded his father, and acquired the lands of 
Erlesfield, (Earlsfield) Seggyden, &c. from Sir Robert Car- 
negie, ancestor of the Earls of Soutliesk, and gained a char- 
ter, under the Great Seal, endorsed to James Gordon of 
Lesmoir, and Margaret Ogilvie his spouse, on the lands of 
Erlesfield', Seggyden, with the Muir of Kirkhill, &c. and to 
descfend to the heirs male of their bodies; which failing, shall 
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"devolve on James Gordon of Craig, and his heirs male ; and 
failing, to come to Alexander Gordon of Perslie, send his 
heirs male ; which failing, shall return to William, son of 
this James Gordon of Lesmoir, and his heirs male ; and this 
failing, it shall descend to the nearest heirs whatever. The 
•charter is dated in 1546, and confirmed January 28, I54f7. 

He had issue, eiglit sbns and five daughters; George, his 
,§uccessor,. married Margaret Gordon,' and received a charter, 
«nder the Great Seal, to him 'and his spouse, on the lands 
oir Easter Crkfhte, in the Viscounty of Aberdeen, Sept. 11, 
1555; Alexander of Birkenburn ; Patrick of Oxhill, fortetted 
fpr the battle of Coi:richie, but rescinded in 1567; John of 
Licbeston ; Thomas, who received from his father the lands 
-of Seggyden ; Henry of Delspro ; and William of Terpersle. 
Janet married William Seton of Meldrum ; Catharine mar- 
ried John Blackball of Barra; Elizabeth married John 
'Knowles of Ashentully ; Marjory marwed George Gordon of 
Gight; and Margaret married Gilbert Keith of Ludquharn. 
George married, secondly, Catharine, daughter of Wil- 
' liam Forbes of Tolqulion; issue Alexander, who succeeded 
his grandfather; George, first of Newton; Janet, who mar- 
ried her cousin, William Forbes of Tolquhon ; Jane married 
John JFoulis of Foulis ; and Isabella married James Innes of 
Carnousie. " ^ 

George died before his father, and Alexander, eldest son 
of George Gordon, heir apparent of Lesmoir, succeeded his 
grandfather^ and gained a charter, under the Great Seal, 
superscribed to Alexander Gordon of Lesmoir and liis son, 
on the lands of Aucherne ; also, on the villa and lands of 
Tulloch, an J the lands of Drainie, September 25, 1607. 
He married Ann, daughter of Alexander Forbes of Pit^ligo, 
and had issue four sons and three daughters. James, his 
successor; John, minister of Crimond; George and Afex^ 
ander. Catharine married Alexander Burnet of Leys ; Ag- 
nes married John Bannerman of Waterton ; Janet married 
Sir James Crichton of Frendraught. 

James succeeded, on the death of his father, in 1G06, (uul 
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was enga'gedj while very young, with, the Earl of Huntly in 
the murder of the Earl of Moray, at Dunibrissle castle, in 
1592 : for which he obtained a remission, under the Great 
Seal, to James Gordon, heir apparent of Lesmoir, who was 
an auxiliary in the murder of James, Viscount of Moray, 
dated March 18, 1593. He also gained a charter, under 
the Great Seal, wherein he was designed heir apparent of 
Lesmoir, on the lands of Drumrossie, October 31, 1608. 
After the death of his father, he gained charters on several 
lands, all dated July, 1610. . He was a man of great talents, 
highly esteemed by his Majesty Charles I. who, by charters 
and'royal letters patent, created him a Baronet of the lands 
and barony pf New Lesmoir, in the regality of Nova Scotia, 
in America, Sept. 1, 1625. He gained a charter, under 
the Great Seal, indorsed to Sir James Gordon of Lesmoir, 
on the lands and barony of Troup, March 24, 1642. (6) 

Knights Baronets, a modern degree of honour, next to 
that of a Baron, having precedency before all orders except 
those of the Garter, Bannerets, and Privy Councillors* ^The 
honour is hereditary in the male line, and was first instituted 
in the year 1611, by James VI. The knights are created by 
patent, which implied the propagating a plantation in the 
province of Ulster in Hibernia i and for this intent^ every 
man wks to niaintain 30 soldiers in Ireland for three years, 
giving each soldier 8d. per diem — the total sum was paid into 
the Exchequer on passing the patent. 

Arms. — In a canton or, on an escutcheon the arms of Uls- 
ter, argent; a sinister hand couped at the wrist, gules, {c) 
, Having already, in page 39, mentioned several of the van 
rious orders of Knighthood, I shall here insert a few more, 
and then conclude with some observations on the Knights of 
the Garter and Bath. 

Order of the Golden Shield, instituted by Louis II. of 
France, Motto. — Allons. (Let us go.) 

Order x)f the Crescent, instituted in 1462, by Renier, 
' Duke of Anjou. Motto.— Los, 

(ft) Douglas Caronage, vol. i. ^ SO. (c) Universal Dictionary, voL ii< 
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Order of the V. M/s Looking Glass^ institHted in 1410. ' 

Order of the AnnuDcianda of Cyprus. 

Order of St. Magdalen. 

Order of the Lily in Navarre.* 

Order of St. Maurice Lazaro. 

Order of the Porcupine, instituted by Louis XIL JSfottc^ x 
Uultus avos Trojae. 

Order of St. Salvador, instituted in 11 !8. 

Order of the Thistle of Bourbon House. 

Order de St. Esprit, by Henry III. of France 

Order of St. George of Genoa- 
Order of the Precious Blood of Christ, instituted in 1608. 

Order of the V. M. of Mount CarmeL 

Order of the Ship. 

Order of the Swan. " , 

Order of the Calza of Austria. 

Order of Carenthea, by Frederick IIL Archduke of 
Austria. 

Order of the Crown Royal, instituted by the Emperor Sr- 
gismund. 

Order of the Dragon in 14? 17. 

Order of the Christian Militia. 

Teutonic Order of the Bjftnd and Red Stafl^ instituted in 
13S0, by Alphonso IL of Castile Leon. 

Order of the Etoile. Motto. — Monstrant regibus astra 
viam« 

Order of the Carpet. 

Order of the Chamber* 

Order of the Broom Flower. Motto. — Exultat Homilea, 

Order of Christian Charity, institutfed by Henry IIL 

Order of the Hare, instituted by Edward III. in France, 

Order of the Holy Sepulchre, instituted by St. Helena, 
after finding the Cross. 

Order of the Rue. 

Ordrede TEpier, instituted by Frands V. in I4<50. 

Order of St. Genetle, institutedl)y Charles' Martel in Tours 
in 782: ^^ 
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Order of the Cock and Dog, instituted by Philip I. of 
France. 

Order of the Golden Fleece, instituted by Philip, Duke 
of Burgnndy. Motto.-r— Ante feret, quam flamma micet. 

Knights Bachelors, (French) Bas Chevaliers, i. e. Low 
Knights; or from Baccalaria, a sort of fees or farm, consist- 
ing of several pieces of ground, each of which contained 1 2 
acres,^ or as mucli as two oxen could plough : the possessors 
of tho^e Baccalaria were called Bachelors^-others derive the 
name from Batallier, (French) to fight, an(} they were an- 
ciently so denominated, as they were the lowest order of 
Knights, inferior to Bannerets. They were obligated tb at- 
tend his Majesty to the field for forty days, at their own ex- 
pence. They are now called Equites Aurati, (Latin) from 
Equites, horsemen, as they served on horseback ; and Au- 
rati, golden or gilded, from the gilt spuirs given at their 
creation. This dignity was primitively confined to military 
men, but was afterwards conferred on men of the robe. 

• Bannerets have fallen into dissuetude, and Baronets are 
not properly Knights. 

When any of these Knights had committed a capital crime, 
they were publicly degraded, and deprived of their honours, 
by untying the military belt, taking off the sword and break- 
ing it, and hewing off the spurs with a hatcTiet, plucking off 
his gauntlet, and reversing his escutcheon. (</) 
* The most noble Order of the Garter is and must be allow- 
ed to exceed every institution in the worM, and was institut- ' 
ed by King Edward IIL'who, influenced by £^ thirst for mar- 
tial glory, gave himself up to military affairs, making St. 
George his patron, who is represented by history,' as a per- 
son renowned for chivalry. . ' 

Edward being engaged in war with France, made use of 

the most cxplrienced martialists of the age, (induced by an- 

cienjt accounts) fie resolved to restore King Arthur's round 

table, and on that resolution he conrocated the gallant spirits 

» ■ 

(rf) Uuivei'sal Dictionary, vpL ii. 
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from abroad ; and that he might endear and bind them to 
himself, he, on new year's day, 1344?, issued forth letters of 
protection for the safe going and returning of.foreignknights, 
to try their valour at the solemn justs, to be held at Windsor, 
on January 19,. 1345, when he provided a magnificent sup- 
per to begin the ceremoily and isolemnity'; and then ordain* 
ing this festival to be held at Whitsuntide annually, for that 
purpose he erected a particuhu* building in the-casde, where 
he placed a table 200 feet in diameter^ and entertained4i|iereat 
the knights at his own expence of j^lOO hebdomadaL 

In 134?8, Edward issued out his Garter, as the signal for 
an engagement which was crowned with success, (the battle 
of Cressy, where he took the French King prisoner, and car- 
ried him to England) and on this remarkable victory he took 
occasion to institute this Order, giving the Gartfer pre-emin- 
ence amongst its ensigns, ^whence the select number whom he 
first incorporated were nominated Knights of the Golden 
Garter — an order by companionship, illustrated by eight Em- 
perors of Germany, five Kings of France, three Kings rf 
Spain, seven Kings of Portugal, one King of Pojand, two. 
Kings of Scotland, one King of Prussia, one King of Arra- 
gon, two Kings of Naples, one King of Sicily and Jerusa- 
lem, one King of Bohemia, seven Princes of Orange^ imd a 
ntmiber of Princes, Electgrs, and Dukes of the first States 
of Europe. 

The habit And ensigns of this most noble Order are emm* 
ently distinguishable and magnificent, having the Garter, 
Mantle, Surtout, Hood, George, and Collar. The four, 
first were assigned by the founder, and the George and Collar 
were added by King Henry VIIL 

'The Garter has the pre-eminence, as being that from which 
the Order is denominated, is the first part of the habit pre- 
sented to. foreign princes and absent knights, .who^ 4ind all* 
other knights elect, are therewith first adorntd ; and is of so 
great honour and grandeur,, that by the bare investiture with 
this noble ensign^ the knights are esteemed companions pf the 
greatest military order in the world. 
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Hiw iloMe ensign, the Garter, which is worn on the left 
leg, between the knee nni calf, was so in^ituted by Edward, 
to put the companioas in mind, that by their order they were 
jc^ned in a firm league of amity and Concord, so by their 
Garters, by^afirm tie of aflectibn and love to each other. 
And lest this strict combination might seem to have any other 
end than what was honourable and just, as to the said king 
obtaining his kingdoH^ in France, &c. he caused this motto 
be enamelled on the Garter — Honi soit qui malypense ; i. e. 
Evil be to him that evil thinks, {e) 

At the installation, the Knights Companions aife mounted 
, in the Complete habit of the Order. A black velvet helmet 
plume, white ostrich feathers, and heron sprig ; a purple 
▼dvet mantle, lined with white silk ; gold and purple cor- 
dcms 5 collar of the order ; crimson velvet hood ; crimson vel- 
vet surtouti silver tissue jacket; puffed breeches; white silk 
pantaloons ; white kid shoes ; silver shoe roses, silver kneie 
roses, garter, &c. 

On the arrival of the conclave at the Chapel, and severa:l 
cevemonies passed, and after the elect had received the sur- 
coat, (surtout) and invested, the Register in audible • voice 
reads : 

^^ Take this robe of crimson to the increase of your honour, 
and in token and sign of the Mosl Noble Order you have re- 
ceived, wherewith you being defended, may be hold, not 
only strong to 'fight, but also to offer yourself to shed your 
blood for Christ's faith, the liberties of the church, and the 
just and necessary defence of them that are oppressed and 
needy." 

After a great many more rules and ceremonies, the Black 
, Rod holding the Gospels, while the Register administera the 
oath { 

" You being chosen to be one of the honourable company 
of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, shall promise and 
swear, by the Holy Evangelists, by you here touched, that 

, (e) Windsor jQuide, p. 11 4. 
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wittingly and willingly you shall not break any statute of the 
said Order, or any article, in them contained, unless you shall 
have first received a dispensation from the Sovereign, the • 
same bemg agreeable, and not repugnant to the will of God 
and the laws of the realm, as far forth as to you belongeth and 
appertaineth, so help your God and his Holy Word.^ 

After Garter had presented the Mantle, and the elect in- 
vested therewith, when the Register read aloud : 

" Receive this robe of celestial dye, the livery of this most 
excellent Order, in augmentation of thy honour, ennobled 
with the shield and red cross of our Lord, by whose power 
thou mayest safely pierce troops of thine enemies, and be 
over them ever victorious ; and being in this temporal war- 
fare glorious in egregious and heroic actions, thou mayest 
obtain eternal and triumphant joy." ♦ 

, Then the Hoo<J was presented by Garter, and put over 
the right shoulder, the ends of the tippets were brought in 
front and passed under the girdle. 

* After this. Garter advanced the Great Collar and George, 
and the Register read : 

" Wear this Collar about thy neck, adorned with the 
image of the blessed Martyr and Soldier in Christ, Saint 
feeorge, by whose imitation provoked, 'thou mayest so over- 
pass both prosperous and adverse encounters, that having 
stoutly vanquished thine enemies, both of body and soul, 
thou mayest not only survive this transient combat, but be 
crowned with palms of eternal victory. Ainsi soit il. 

After the installation, divine service commences^ the same 
as used in St. George's Chapel on the Obiit Sundays. 

Proper Psalms, 21, 146, 147. 

First Lessop, Ecclesiasticus, chap. 44. 

Te Deum.. 

Second Lesson, Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. 11.. 

Anthem, from Psalm 21. 

Chorus. — The King shall rejoice in thy strength, O Lord. 

Verse. — Exceeding glad shall he be of thy salvation. 

Chorus. — Glory and great worship hast thou laid updn him. 

2 H 
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Thou hast presented him with the blessings of goodness, and 
hast set a crown of pure gold upon his head. 

Full Chorus. — Hallelujah. 

Con^munion Service, Kyrie Eleison, Offertory, ^< Let 
your light so shine," &c. {f) 

Orderof the Knot, an Order of sixty Knights, instituted 
by Jane I. Queen of Naples, on occasion of the peace estab- 
lished by her and the Xing of Hungary, by means of her 
marriage with Lewis,* Prince of Tarentum. 

Order of the Bath, an Order of no less antiquity than the 
Saxons; and although the original cannot be exactly ascer- 
tained, yet it appears that Geoffrey of Anjou, prior to his 
marriage with Maud the Empress, mother of Henry L was 
thus made a Knight at Rome, in A- D. 1227; yet Cambden 
and others write, that it was instituted by Richard IL and 
Henry IV. in A. D. 1399: on this occasion, King Henry 
being in the Bath, and being informed by some knights, that 
two w^idows had appeared demanding-justice of him, sprung 
from the Bath, and said, he ought to prefer doing justice to 
his subjects before' the pleasure of the Bath ; and on this he 
created Knights of the Bath. 

' * Others assert, that these Knights were made within the 
lists of the Bath, and that King Richard ordained that there 
should be no more than four of them ; but King Henry IV. 
added forty»two more, nlaking the number forty-six. 

Their motto was — Tre$ in uno ; , noyf—Tiiajuncta in uno; 
i\ €. Three joined in one; alluding to the three theological 
virtues. Faith, Hope, and Charity ; but how signifying the 
national union of England, Scotland, and Ireland; 

At the creation of these Knights, there were several religi* 
ous rites and ceremonies performed, anciently used by her- 
mits and priests. 

1. When the candidate for Knighthood (called Esquire) 
entered the court, he was received ^ by the king's officers, 
who gave him two Esquires to attend him as pages ; (hence 
the contracted term given to the retinue of a person of distinc* 

(fj Windsor Guide, p. 180> 184.. ' - 
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lion, EqiiLpage) and if he came before dinner, he had to 
carry up one dish to the King's table, after which those Es- 
quires were to conduct him to hig chamber, and at night he 
Jiad his beard tonsored, gnd his hair cut round. 

Then the King con*manded his; Chamberlain to go to the 
chamber of the Knight elect, att^ded by several Knights 
and Esquires, with music, singing, and. dancing, and there 
informed him of many feats of valour and chivalry. 

Then the Esquire was put to the Bath, and when taken 
out, he was carried to a bed denuded of curtains, torcmaiti 
until thoroughly dried, and then clothed with a russet robe 
with long sleeves, with a hood affixed like a hermit's ; then 
the Senior Knights led him to the Chapel, accompanied with 
music, with many Esquires sporting and dancing before him, 
where a collation of wines and spices were presented, anjd 
they all made their exit with thanks, but the new Knight had 
to spend the night in prayer in the chapel, and making a ge- 
neral confession in the morning to a priest ; aiuj during nia^s 
a wax taper was burning before him, which he holds in his 
"hand during the Gospel, and at the elevation an Esquire 
takes off the hood from his head, and holds it until the last 
GospeL At the conclusion of mass, the Esquire offered, dre 
candle on the altar, and a penny or mor^. 
^ [These religious rites, having been long febrile ijti a con- 
sumption, have made their exit from the world.] 

Afterwards the Knight wa$ carried to bed, where he re- 
mained until morning. 

The Chamberlain then enters his chamber with a retinue, 
and says. Good-morrow, Sir, now is the time to arise and 
make ready ; and he is when clothed mounted on horseback, 
and escorted to the Hall accompanied with music, and a 
young Esquire carrying his sword before him, holding it 
pommeKupwards. 

After arriving at the Hall, he is received by the Marshals 
a;nd Ushers, ,who bid him alight, and the Marshal claims 
the horse or one hundred shillings as his feej and being con- 
ducted up the Hall, he stops until the arrival of the King, 
the Esquire still holding his sword. 
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On the approach of his Majesty, one of the spurs is taken 
from thie Chamberlain and given to a gentleman, with orders 
to fix it op his right heel, which was -performed kneeling, 
while the other spur was fixed on the left heel by a knight; 
this ceremony finished, the Knight elevates his hands conjoin- 
ed, while his Majesty girds on the sword, then, with a cor- 
dial embrace, says— Be ye a good Kni^jht, and kisses him. 
^ Then the knights conduct him lo the high altnr in tl^ 
Chapel, where he vows to defend and maintain the rights of 
the church, while life and strength remain ; and untying his , 
sword offers it to the Almighty, and all the celestial choir, 
that be would be enabled to continue stedfast to the end, and 
then drinks a cup of wine. 

On leaving the Chapel, his Majesty's Master Coot stand- 
eth ia readiness to take off his spurs for his fee^ saying, I 
have the honour to be the King's "^Master Cook, and am here 
to receive your spurs as my fee; and should you do any 
thing against the order of Knighthood, (which God forbid) 
I shall hack them from your feet. He is then reconducted 
to the Hall, by the Knights, where he is seated at the knight's 
table^ the ^Knights aU around him, to be served as the others 
were: where he had to sit as a bride, and not to eat, drink, 
spit, laugh, neither to look up nor down, while one of his 
governors held a handkerchief before him when necessitatecl 
to spit ; aiid on the departure of his Ms^esty, he is led to his 
chamber by the Knights, accompanied with music, &c. and 
on their retiring sits down to dinner ; after this he is dismant* 
led, and his attire tvas to be given to the king at arms, ^r to 
the herald in attendance, or the minstrels, with a merk iji 
silver, if a I^night Bachelor; if a Baron, two merks; and if 
-an Earl^ or of superior rank, four merks ; and bis russet 
night cap, or a noble, was given to the watch. 

This being done, he was clothed in a blue robe with strait 
sleeves, like the alb of a priest, having a white silk lace pend* 
ing from the left shoulder ; which lac^ is worn on all his mr- 
ments until he had gained some honour or laurels in arm%, 
and his name registered among the heroic nobles in the 
^annals of fame, &c. ; or was cut off by som6 beauteous fair 
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one, or puissant Prince, saying — Sir, we have heard much 
of your renown and honour, and the feats performed in many 
parts to the honour oC chivalry, of yourself^ and the Monarch 
who conferred the dignity of Knighthood on you^ and we 
think it high time to ii trip off that lace. 

After dinner, the Knights and Gentlemen conducted him 
before his' Majesty, who says, Right noble and renowned Sir, 
we thank you for the' favours and honour^ conferred on us. 

Then taking leave of the King, Knights, Esquires, 'and 
Governors,* who departed after demanding their robes or fees^ 
according to custom, (g) 

The Lesmoir charters, in the public archives, shew the 
immense property possessed by this family. 

Sir James died in 1663, leaving by his spouse, Rebecca, 
daughter of William Keidi of Ravenscraig, two sons and two 
daughters — James ; William of Broadland, who succeeded 
his father ; Jane married Lord Elphinstone, and Janet mar- 
ried John Gordon of Graig. 

> Sir James, heir apparent of Lesmoir, and first Baronetf 
married Jane, daughter of Thopias Urquhart of Cronuuty, 
and had Anne, who married Charles^ Gordon of Baldomiei 
Mary, who married James Abercrombie of Glassock, (Glas- 
sel) but died before his father, and the representation de- 
volved OH William of Broadland, who succeeded, and had 
issue Sir William, Alexander, and Thomas of Monachty. 

Sir William, third Baronet, married Jane, daughter and 
heiress of Robert Learmont of Balcomie, in'Fife^ and one 
of the Senators of the College of Justice, and with her had 
the lands of Balcomie; Issue Sir James, and William who 
was settled on Balcomie, and, having been taught law, was 
made Solicitor ]£^ his Majesty James VII, Margaret marri- 
ed Alexander Duff of Braco; .Ann married William Ogilvie;,, 
brother to the Earl of Finlater. 

Sir Janles, fourth Baronet, succeeded, md married Jajae, 
only daughter of John Gordon of Haddo, and bad issue 
William ; George who studied the law, and was advocate 

(gj Harris' Uaiverpal Dictionary, vpl, U, foU 228. 
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- before the Court of Session, and married Mary, heiress of 
Sands, but died without issue ; Alexander who carried on 
the line ; John, who purchased the lands of Kinellar, Aber- 
deenshire, and married Henrietta,, daughter of William 
Fraser, Lord Saltoun ; Robert who entered the army, but 
died unmarried; Ann married Robert Farquharson of Fin- 
xean ; Jane married William Sandiland of Crabstone ; Mar- 
garet died unmarried. 

Wiliiam, heir apparent, married Margaret, daughter of 

William DuflFof Drummuir,' but died before his father, and 

William, his son, succeeded his grandfather as fifth Baronet, 

- and married Liltias, daughter 'of James of Carnousie, but 

died without issue, when the representation devolved on 

' Alexander, his cousin german. 

Sir Alexander, third son of Sir James, fourth Baronet, 
succeeded, and married Isabella, daughter of James Gordon, 
a Dutch merchant, of the family of Craig ; issue, fire sons 
and eight daughters. James died young; George died while 
Vice Consul for Sweden at Algiers, without issue ; Alex- 
ander who became heir ; John^ who was an officer in Colonel 
Monro's highland regiment, and died at Fort St. George, in 
the East Indies, unmarried ; Thomas was Vice Consul for 
the States of Holland atLeith; Jane died young; Isabella 
married Robert Logie, Consul for his Swedish Majesty at 
Algiers ; Margaret died unmarried ; Ann married Archibald 
Christie of Keith; Agnes, Catharine, Mary, and Christina* 

Alexander, third son of the above-mentioned Sir Alexander, 
on the death of his cousin, succeeded as sixth Baronet, 'and* 
married Margaret, daughter of Robert Scott of Dundonald; 
issue Alexander, his heir ; George, Margaret, and Diana. 

Arms. — Azure, a fesse cheque ; argent, and of the first, 
between three boars' heads on 

Crest. — A hart's head couped proper. 
' Supporters. — Dexter, "a naked man, wreathed round the 
loins ; sinister, a griffin proper. 

Motto.— Bydand. (h) ' ' ' 



(k) Douglas' Baronage, vol. i. p. SO, 
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South from this are the remains of a church and sepultural 
ground, which is sometimes occupied, nominated Rathmu-^ * 
real, and better known by the name " Christ*s Kirk," which 
the Rev. George r>onaIdson, in his statistical report, makes 
to* be the scene of that well known ballad, (Christ Kirk on 
the Green) ascribed to King James I. And I think, says' 
my author, that it claims tha£ honour, as the singular cus- 
tom of holding the fair at midnight was^used here, and was 
attended with all, the^ ga:mes and diversion mentioned in the 
ballad. Hence the well known name Sleepy Kirk, vulgo. (/) 

The church belonged to the Abbey of Lundore4» as can 
be seen by a tack given by the Abbot to John Leslie, Pre- 
bend and Parson of Oyne, and one of the Senators of the 
College of Justice, tlie teind sheaves of Kennethmont and 
Ralhmureal, alias Christ's Kirk, &c.^ for the payment of 650 
marks Scots money, about ^36 sterling, in anno 1565. 

On the east is the parish of Insch, skirted on the north by 
the Foudland hills, which rises to the height of 300 feet 
above the level of the sea, and ^contains many veins of beauti- 
ful slate stone. 

The village of Insch is a Burgh of Barony, and was lon^ 
held by the Ross' family. 

Hugh Ross married Margaret, daughter of George, Eaii 
of Huntly; by whom he had Hugh, ancestor of the family of 
Insch, who carries or, a fesse cheque, azure ; and argent. 
Between three bougets in chief sable, and a mullet in base; 
all within a bordure gules, charged with six mullets. 

Crest. — A rose of the fifth, barbed and stalked, vert 

Motto. — Magnes et Animus. 

Badge<r- Bear Berries, — while the rose bears the brier, 
rose. 

Ross of Auchlossan was descended from this family, and 
carries or, a fesse cheque, azure ; and argent, between three 
bougets in chief sable, and a mullet in base ; all within a bor- 
dure of the fourth. " • 

. (0 Statistical History, vol. ziii. p. 66. Webster, p. 368, 
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Crest — A bouget proper. Motto. — Agnoscar eventu. (I , 
have known the event.) 

Insch afterwards became the property of John Ross, par- 
son of Belhelvie, and carries azure, ahaqi or, stringed proper. 

Crest — A mullet of the first Motto. — Constant and true. 

After this it became the property of Sir Ernest Gordon of 
Cobairdy, son of Sir Ernest Gordon of Park. Proprietor in 
1827, General L. Hay of Leith-hall. 

Church incumbent, 1827, Rev. Patrick Davidson. Valu- 
ed rent, j6216S 13s. 4d. Scots. 

Near this is the beautiful verdant hill of Dunideer, (Gaelic) 
a corruption of Dun-De- Adhra, (mountain for the worship 
of God.) The hill is nearly 3000 yards in circumference at 
the base, occupying nearly 27,000 square feet, belonged in 
1760 tothe Leiths of Overhall; and in 1827, part to Mr. 
Gordon of Wardhouse, and the other part to Mr. Gordon 
of Overhall. 

At the foot of the hill stood a seat long held by the Tyrie 
family. Over the door are the initials J. T. M. T. 1675; 
and on the pannel the Tulloch's arms, azure, three cross 
croslets sable, and as many mullets or; three, two,, and one. 

Crest. — Over a helmet, a Baron*s coronet proper. 

These lands were forfeited in 1745; and when orders were 
sent to every parochial clergyman to intimate from the pul- 
pit his Majesty*s design, for the suppression of the clans, 
John Tyrie of Dunideer collected a few rebels to oppose the 
mandate, and went armed to the church. While the incum- 
bent, Alexander Mearns, was reading the proclamation, and 
one of the rebels ran to the pulpit, presented a loaded pistol, 

and exclaimed — Stop Mearns ! Stop Mearns ! D n your 

eyes stop j Tyrie rushed forward, with his sword unsheath- 
ed, to plunge it in the body of the preacher^ but was oppos- 
ed, and the weapon wrested from him. 

On the summit of the hill, which rises to an elevation of 
300 feet from the level plains of the Garioch, (It) is a plain, 

(*) Webster, p. 344. 
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wliere stands tlie Vestiga of a Titrified foHification or castle, 
having a diapel withm its own walls, dedicated to St. John. 

This castle^ is said to have been reared by Gregory the 
Great in A* D. 890, and was a seat of David, Earl of Hunt- 
ington and Garioch in 1 1 7S, who also is said to have erected 
it, which last appears to be more authentic. The castle was 
isurrouiided with a strong rampart and fosse, the ruins of 
which are conspicuous* Without the rampart can be traced , 
the ruins of many other buildings, round the abbey church, 
which is nearly 100 feet by 40, consecrated to St. Valentine. 
This was part of the grand Abbey of Lundores, which mon<- 
astery had no fewer than twenty-two parish churches belong- 
ing to it, besides hospitals and chapels ; and as the Abbot 
sometimes resided here, it may easily be accounted for his 
being called the Abbot of Dunideer, one of whom was made 
Xrord of Session by his Majesty James II. in 1485. 

The Abbey of Lundores was founded by David, Earl of 
Garioch, after his' return from the crusade, and bestowed 
upon the Tironesian Order of Kelso, so highly celebrated by - 
Bocthius as Marum innocentia Clara, (Bright and innocent 
Marjoram.) Robert Bruce, the competitor with Baliol, de- 
rived his title to the Crown from his mother, daughter of this 
Earl. 

David, Duke of Rothsay, son of Robert III. who was 
starved to death at Falkland, was buried under the V. M's 
altar, in the Abbey Church dedicated to St. Andrew. 

There is a Bull from Pope Innocent III. granted at La- 
teran, in the year 1198, in the second year of his Pontificate^ 
(Confirming all the privileges and lands granted to this monas- 
tery,' and endorsed to the Rev. Father Guidon, Abbot of the 
Holy Virgin's Abbey, and his brethren. 

John Scott, Earl of Huntington, also confirms all the 
donations made to this Abbey by his father. 

James VI. erected this place into a temporal Lordship, in 
.favour of Patrick, son- of Andrew. Leslie, Earl of Rothes, 
December 25, 1600. (0 

(Z> Keith, p. 411. 

.21 , 
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Revenues in 1561 were — Money, ^£2240 14s. 4d. ScbCs;* 

Wheat— 11 Chalders, 12 Bolls, S Firlots, S Pecks. 

Bear and Malt— 49 Chalders, 5.Bolb, 3 Firlots. 

Oats— 2 Chalders, 7 Bolls. 
Omitting grassums, entry, silver, gardens, fishings, kains^ 
cui^toms, cattle, carriages, &c. {m) 

Mr. Cordiner is of opinion, that Dunideer is coeval with 
the Abbey of Deer, but with what authority I am ignorant, 
as the architecture and order were unconnected. 

The Cistercian Abbey of Deer was erected in 1218, by 
William Gumming, Earl of Bucharr, who gave mariy adja- 
cent lands to the monks, whom he brought from Kinloss. 
The first Abbot was Alexander, Prior of KinlOss, who^died 
the 8th of the ides of Sept. 1233, on his way to Citeaux in 
France, to assist at the general Chapter, and was sepultered 
in a n^onstery of the same jQ^der, called " Vallis Sanctae 
Mariae." He was succeeded by Herbert, Abbot of Coupar. 
The last Abbot was Robert Keith, brother to the Earl Mari- 
s<;hal of Scotland, of whom- Dempster says — " Robert Keith^ 
brother to the Earl Marischal, Abbot of Deer, was a man of 
great erudition, dnd a bright ornament of eontinency, who in 
a manner restored many of the nearly decayed maimers and 
church orders, by his winning discourses and writings. He 
died at Lutitiae-, June 12, 1551, and was entombed before 
St. Ninian's altar, in the' Carmelite church, witli this epitaph : 

Here lies tliat venerable Prelate, Robert Keith, brother" to the Earl 
Marischal of Scotland, and Abbot of the Monastery of Deer, who de- 
parted this life, June 12, 1551 • 

Samuel was next Abbot, who died in J567, and was burr- 
ed in tlie cell of Roslin, near Edinburgh. 

Robert Keith, son to William, Earl Marischal, was, by 
favour of King James VI. created a temporal Lord of this 
place, under the title of Lord Altrie. He left only one 
daughter, so that the peerage failed in hrm, and the honours , 
and estate devolved on George, Earl Marischal. (n) 

Qa), Webster, p* 512. (n) Kelth> Catalogue, p. 423^ 



Bevenue in money — 5^572 8s» 6d. Scots, 
Wheat— 14? Chalders. 

Meal— 65 Chalders, 7 Bolls, 1 P^rlot, . 3 Pecks, 
Bear- U Chalders, ' 10 Bolls. 
Esthiiating the victual at 12s. 6d. the boll, and valuing the 
^i'hole at S 1 200 sterling. 

But, Mr. Webster, p. 174, makes the reveniJes, j£805 as. 
6d. Scots — Wheat, 14? bolls — Bear, 13 chalders, 10 bolls — 
Meal — %5 chalders^ 7 bpUs, 1 firlot, 3 pecks. 

In this Burgh are several grocers, whose society were in- 
corporated in 134?4, under the name Grocers, being origi-^ 
nally called Pepperers. 

Amis. — Argent, a chevron gules, between six cloves in 
chief, and three in base, sable. 

Crest. — Over a helmet and wreath, a camel trippant pro- 
per, bridled of the second. 

Supporters.—- TvvQ griffins per fesse gules, and or. 
Motto. — God grant gra^ce. n 

Two surgeons, who in Scotland unite with tlie apotheca- 
^ ries, and carry argent, Apollo armed with bow and arrow, 
surmounted a Python. 

Supporters. — Two Unicorns. 

-^Crestr. — A Rhinoceros surmounting ij helmet and wreath. 
Motto. — Opifer per orbem dicor. 

. Incoiporated, 15 th of James I. 
The surgeon so bold, his lancet doth hold, 
And slashes your body along, 
Small wounds he enlarges, to swell up the charges, 
But his art like the rest is a %on^.'~-Old Ballad. 
We are astonished, beCi'juse we are irregulars, or rather 
illiteratii, at the vocabulary of that profound and erudite fra- 
ternity, whose mystical terms of vivifying spirit, aixd gaseous* 
oxid of azote, are like the ancient Medean Kettle, or the mot- 
led hero's astonishing mill, to make us all renew our youtlj. 
Begone ghastly spectre thy shafts are no use, 
" They just play dirl upo' the bane, 
" And does nae mair." 
While we are nuijaited'with. the Aniinal Magnetizers,. the 
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Perkinean Tractators, the Vaccinean Preventive, the Gues- 

tonean Medicines, and, in fact, I know not bow many Ger* 

man mysteries. 

Ye Uood 3UQki9g sons of the physical tribe; 

Ye rascally venders of bolus and pill ; • 

Whose cursed quack nostrums, and baneful potations, 

^ The healthy make sick, and the sick ^ways kill, 

Away vith your jargon, and humbug orations. 
Bum Galen, and Celsus, and ere it is long, 
Youll join me in diorus, Q Tempora ! O Jlores I 
^Unc, nunC; est bibendura's the theme of my song, 

Siuart Lewis' Pocw^* 

Or, in other words \ ' 
The Doctor he fills your bowels with pills, 

With assurance to make you live long ; 
But believe me 'tis true, "your Guinea s in viewj^ 

Or his art like the rest is a song.-ir-0/(/ Ballad. 

Here also is a Maspnic Lodge, which masons are but 
modern ; but the primitive Corporation were incorporated in 
1410. 

Arms.— Azure, a chevron, between three castles argent, 
and the compass extended of the first* 
' Crest. — A castle of the second. Motto — Este Fidelis, 

Paviers carry argent, a chevroa or, between three ram-% 
mers sable. \ ' 

Bricklayers carry azure, a chevron or, between a fleur de 
lis, argent; entre two b^ick axe^i in chie^ and a bundle of 
lathes in base or. 

XJrest. — A man armed, holding a brick a^^e, or. 

Motto,— In God is all our trust. Incoi-porated in 1586. 

Plasterers, incorporated in 15G0, carry azure, on ache v- 
:ron ingrailed or, between a trowel, find two hatchets argent, 
handled of the second in chief, and a treble brush iti base, 
proper, and a rose gules, seeded or ; entre two flours de lis 
of the first. 

Crest. — A dexter arm and hand, holding a hatchet proper. 

Suppoiters, — Two Epimachus'' with necks purfled^ ancl 
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slipped io the belly, or ; beaks sable, wkgs extended upward, 
gules^ 

One Dyer in this B,urgh : were incorporated by Henry VL 

Arms. — Sable, a chevron engrailed,^ entre three madder 
bags, argent, banded and corded or. 

Supporters. — Two Lions crowned or, 

Cr^st,-^A hand extended, digits azure* 

Motto. — Da Gkriam Deo, (Give Gbry to God.) 

One Baker: Bakers were incorporated lst,of Edward II. 
had a charter 1st of Henry VIL confirm^ed by Henry VIIL 
Edward \L Mary, Elizabeth, and James, 

Anns.^-Gules, three garbs or ; on a chielj an arm issik 
ant from a cloud proper, holding a pair of scales or, betweeii 
three garbs of the first. 

Near this is the old Castle of Wardas. 

Also near this, on the eastern contour of Kennethmont, is 
a place called Templein, once belonging to the Eoiights 
Templars. They were divided into twa orders— 1. Knights 
Templars, or .Red Friars, founded in 1118: Baldwin II» 
King of Jerusalem, gave them a place near the temple of 
that city-— hence the name. This order adhered to the con- 
stitutions of the canons regular of Jerusalem, to which they 
joined the mies of St. Augustine, their office and vow beipg 
to defend the temple and city of Jerusalem, ta entertain 
strangers and pilgrims charitably,, and guard them through 
the Holy Land. There, was one general Prior, tliat had tlie 
government of this order in Scotland and in England* They 
c^me into Scotland ii^ the reign of David I. as can be seem 
by the registers of Goupar. They were extremely rich,. a2i4 
had upwards of 9000 houses in Christendom; and in ScotN 
land there was scarce a parish wherein they had not some 
lands, forms,^ or houses. In Edinburgh, Leith, and Al>ern 
deen, there were a great many houses belonging te them. 

When any of these buildings were fued out to seculars, 
they had a great care lo order the possessors to keep con- 
stantly the cross of the order on the top of his house, as a 
token that tliey were subject to t^em, and that he was liable 
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only to answer to their courts. ' Their principal residences 
were the Temple, near the river South Esk, in Mid Lothian, 
founded by King David I. in lUO; Ballaritradoch, near 
the same river, now called Arniston, where part of the walls 
are visible, and is often mentioned in the chartqlary of New- 
battle," to which it was annexed, which chartulary is yet in 
the Advocates' Library. 

Aboyne was a considerable estate and. house belonging to 
them, as also Maryculter, and Oggersitone in Stilling county, 
^ strong fort founded by David L 

St. Germans in Eas^ Lothian, or county of Haddington, 
founded by Ada, Countess of Nortluihiberland, and mother 
to Malcolm IV. in 1178, for Cistercian Nuns. In 1567,,th^ 
Prioress conveyed away the lands belonging this house tp 
William Maitland, junr. of Lethington. 

Revenues in 1561 were — in money ^£308 17s. 6d, 

Wheat^-7 chalders, 1 1 bolls. 

Bear — 40 chalders, 1 boll, 2 firlots, 3 pecl<;s. 

Meal — 11 chalders, besides grassums, carriages, ^capons, 
nnd poultry. 

It contained 18 nuns, each having annually 4 bolls of wheat, 
and 3 of meal, with 8d. per diem, for flesh and fish, and £^ 
per annum for clothing. After their suppression, this place, 
with most of its revenues, was bestowed upon the King's 
College, Aberdeen. TuUich in Aberdeen, Inchinan in Ren- 
frewshire, and several places in Eskdale, belonged tb. them. 

This order wore a white habit, and Pope Eugenius III. 
added a red cross of stuff, sewed upon their cloaks. At a 
general Council, held at Vienne in France, by Pope Clement 
V. tliis order was charged with a long catalogue of supposed , 
crimes, and were suppress>ed ; and in 1312, the whole of their 
temples and substance were given to the Knights oiSu John 
of Jerusalem, (o) 

2. The Johannites, or Knights of Jerusalem, had their first 
beginning from certain devout merchants of the city of Mel* 

(o) Keith, p. 434. 



251 

phi, in Naples, who, trading to die Holy Land, paid their* 
respects to the Caliph of Egypt, from whom they obtained 
permission to ouild at Jerusalem a monastery and church, for 
the recepti(Hi of pilgrims who came to visit the Holy Land, 
for which they contributed an annual tribute* Afterwards 
they built a church in honour of the Virgin Mary, and ano- 
ther to Mary Magdalen, the one for the men, and tlie other 
for die women, who were received there with great demons- 
trations of charity. 

When Jerusalem was taken by Godfrey of Bouillon, (Bo- ' 
logne) Gerard of Marti<jues, anativeof Provence in France, 
built there a larger church, with an Hospital for the sick, in 
1104, in honour of St. John, where he staticmed ^these 
Knights, who took their name from this Hospital. 

In 1187, when Saladtn expelled them from Jerusalem, 
they retired to the fortress of Margat in Phenicia. After- 
wards they settled at Acre or Ptolemais ; thence they follow- 
ed John of Lusignan to Cyprus, from whence they retired to 
Rhodes. When Rhodes was taken by Solyman the Magni- 
ficient. Emperor of the Turks, in 1522, they retired to Vi- 
terbo in Italy; and in 1534, were placed by the Emperor 
Charles V. at Malta, where they yet remain, and are called 
Knights of Malta, which is an island in the Mediterranean 
sea, near Sicilj':. 

No man can be admitted into this order without proof of 
his birth, by charters, or other authentic documents, of his 
genealogy for four generations on father and mother side. 
He must be born in lawful marriage, the illegitimate sons of 
Kings and Princes only excepted. They, had constant war 
with the Turks, and when consociated they take three vows. 
Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience, as is used in the Catholic 
church. They wear a black habit, with si cross of gold and 
eight points, enamelled white, in 'commemoration of the 
eight beatitudes. This order was formerly composed of eight ' 
languages or nations, whereof the Grand Prior of Provence 
was Great Commendator; the Prior of Auvergiie was Grand 
Marischal ; and the Prior of the Isle of France was Grand 
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Mospitalier ; the Prior "of Italy was Admiral ; the Prior of 
Arragon was Grand Conservator; the Prior of Germany was 
Grand Bailiff; the Prior of Castile was Grand Chancellor ; 
and the Prior of Engknd was Grand Turcopolier, or Colonel 
of the Cavalry. 

Pope Pascal IIL confirmed this order in 1113; and Pope 
Pius II. dispensed with the great rigour of their rules, which 
were at first very severe, mitigating the constitutions formed 
. by Raymond de Puy, of an ancient house in Dauphiny* 
The Grand Master was by his subjects styled Prince of Malta 
and of Goza, which is a small island in the Mediterranean, 
not far distant from Malta ; yet in his patents hi? title was — 
<* By the Grace of God, humble Great Master of the sacred 
Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, and Warden of the Poor 
of Jesus Christ*" 

Arms.-^Gules, a^ cross argent, which every knight bears 
in chief with his paternal coat. 

Their principal djvelling in Scotland was Torphichen, in 
the county of Linlithgow, and the house was consecrated to 
St. John, and founded by David I. Malcolm IV. granted 
. as a free donation to the brethren of St. John of Jerusalem, 
a full toft in either of the cities throughout his kingilom, 
which was confirmed by' Alexander II. by a charter, dated 
June SO, in the 17th of his reign, in these words; 

<* In the nam6 of God, and in honour of St. John, I grant 
to the Knights of Torphichen, a full charter of all the dona- 
tions and lands held in gift, made unto them, in any of the 
temples occupied by them in Scotland." 

There have been several eminent Preceptors of Torphichen* 

The first was Archibald, Master of Torphichen, who was 
a witness to a charter from Alexander, Great Steward of 
Scotland, in the year 1252 ; and brother Alexander de 
Walles, Warden of the Hospital of Je^nsalem in Scotland, 
who swore fealty in 1296, with brother John of Sautry, Mas- 
ter of the Knights of the Temple in Scotland, to Edward I. 
Sir Henry Livingston, a descendant of the Kilsyth family, 
was Preceptor of Torphichen, who di^d in 1463, and was 



253 ^ 

succeeded by Sir WiBiam Snowies, wtio, Jn the same year, 
was made Lord iStgh Treasurer, iipon the reinoval of Sir 
toavid XjfUthrie of tJuthrie, land held tJiat officig unffl 1470, 
when iokn X.aii\g, rector t)f Ttannadice, and Vicar ot Liii-» 
Tifligow, w^s made treasurer. 

On the accession of Kjng James IV. to the throne, he was 
nigain conslTtuted Treasurer^ and afterwards was made Mas- 
ter t)f the Household, in lieu of tlie lEarl of'Bothwefl ; and 
in 1513, fell at tliehatde of Floddeh, and was succeeded by 
Sir George Diuidas, who was a person of greatlearniqg, and 
« s<Siodi companion of Hector JBoethius in.Pariai, and was 
chosen PreceptoV ftt tlie appointment of the Duke of Albany, 
then Regent. Walter Lindsay, Lord St.' John of Jerusalem, 
and Preceptor of Torphicbert, was called by the King, our 
dearly beloved Cousin, and granted ,a charter to James Dun- 
das of Craigton, and Elizabeth Hamilton, on the lands of 
Nether I^ewliston, dated February 16, 1533, and confirmed 
June 8, 1543. 

The last Preceptor was Sir James Sandilands, second son 
to Sir James Sandilands of Calder, who succeeded Sir Wal- 
ter Lindsay. 

At the reformation, he resigned all the lands of the 
Johannites in Scotland into the hands of Queen Mary, who 
fued them out again to the said Sir James for 10,000 crowns, 
and an annuity of 500 merks. She also erected all the fore-> 
said lands into a temporal Lordship, in flavour of him and 
his heirs, by a charter, under the Great Seal, dated Jan, 
24*, 1563. 

Thereafter, Sir James Sandilands disponed all the temple 
lands, lying in the counties of Edinburgh, Linlithgow, Stirl- 
ing, Kincardine, and Aberdeen, in favour of James Tenent 
of Lynhouse, and Robert Williamson, writer in Edinburgh, 
for 10,000 merks, reserving for himself, out of this disposi- 
tion, the lands of Torphichen, Liston, Dennie, Thankerton^ 
Ballintradoch, and Marycuher; as also, his right to the 
churches of Torphichen, Temple, Inchmahon, Aboyne, 

2 k 
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Maryculteiv TuUicb, Kilbartha, (Towie) with t^e teindSsr 
belonging to them : and some time after, Williamson and 
'Teneut conveyed their whole right to Thomas, Lord Binnjr^ 
ancestor of the Earl of Haddington. The Temple lands. 
Tying within the counties of Fife and Haddington, were afteiK 
ward$ made over to George J-feuder of Bass; while those 
'within the Sheriffdom of Perth and Stewartry ofStrathern^ 
were .disponed to David, Lord Scone ;^ and the lands lyiiig 
withm the couRties of Dumfries, Lanark, and Wigton, and 
,the Stewartries of Kirkcudbright and Annandale, were trans- 
ferred to Captain William Ross, and from him by progress^ 
to Rossof Auchlossan, in Lumphanan. (^pj 

(p) Keith, p. 439. ^ ' . 
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CHAPTER XYL 



t) Aradou), tliat ally soul, 

Was rukd by his wife man ; 

He neither granted man nor hon^e 

I'd save his brother*s fife, man. 

Before he wan t^ Ahmtieen, 

And 0? the wife fgpt^pee mm. 

He did not spare fhe. ale nor beer. 

The wiqe iie gar'd it flee ivaiu 

«* VjX^ up the bowl," cried Aradoul, 

<' Spare not the 'wine at a* man, 

And make thiSD.driiik till they are dnml^ 

And Jamie win awa man." 

He didna like a thief at- night 

Jump o'er the castle ws^jbum^ 

"Ivfta twelve o'dock ay^ fiur day light < 

That Jamie wan &wa man. 

O ! OverhaT ! Uaek be your &', 

Y«ur labour'^ a' in vain man, 

Yc made tliem drinir till they were drunk. 

And Jamie*8 gane to Spain man. 

i) Bon Accord, where was your Lord? 

Your Provost, Bailliesb a* mao ? 

O fye for shame ! ye was to blaqie, 

Thai; Jaijue wan awa* man. 

t>ld£aUad. 



On the sauth H the parish of Premnay, skirted by Beih* 
na-chie^ or Hill of Paps, and watered by the Gadie, a stream 
often celebrated in sdng, by that famous Latin Poet, Arthur ^ 
Jdin^ton, (3f the family of Caskieben. 

There appeared a few stan:5a9 in the Edmbi|rgh Observer, 
and in the Aberdeen ChronicijB, to the air of one of the an*- 
dent songs, which I have inserted here. 

SONG. 

I wlsii I were wliar Gadie rin^, 
'Mang fragrant heatli and yellow whins, 
Or brawlin* doun the boskle llns, 

At the back o' Bein-jia-chicjl 
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Ance mair to hear the wild birds sang ; 
, . To wander ^ks and braes amang, 

Wi* fi^en's an* fav'rites left so lang 

At.fh^ back o' Beiii-na-chie. 
How mony a day in blythe spring time, 
How mony a day in.ftuomier's primey ' 

IVe saunterin' wild awa the time, 

On the heights o' Bein*-na-chie ! 
Ah ! fortune's flowess-wi^*' thorns gro«r rife^ 
And walth ffi won wi' toil and strife ; 
Ae day gie me O'* youthfu* lilW 

At the bacH o" Bein-na^chic. 
Ah ! Mary> there on ilha Bight^ 
When baith our hearts were young aa' light> 
We've wwader'd! by tiie dear moonligii^, 

Wi* speech baith fond an J^fre^ 
Oh! ance, anofirmaif)^ w^e GadieinnSgt 
Whar Gadre rins !■ whar Gadle rin« !' 
Oh ! might \ die whar Gadie ijos^ 

At the back o' Bem-na-chic \ . 

The valued rent is £tS78 Scots. 

The parson so grave esepi your soul he* will save. 

And teach the right way from, the wrong ; 
After {Mous))r teaching, and long-winded preachings 
Dismisses hb floek wit^ a^aengb 

Seats and Castles.<--^£dii]|g^rjDcby (joMiUioned pogp 95). 

Licklybea^ ancient seat of X«eith, farailj. Ifhei castle wasr 
erected in 1663,^ by WilUoBi^ Forbas of Le4ie^ ff^v, bis^ a(Wiiw 
John Forbes had an illegitiioatfi soa^ WiUlamii Iq wb<mi]|^* 
left the lands. 

August 17> I645i at one of theclo^k, p. m, William, For-r. 
bes killed Alexander Ixvinefof ICincausie,. and fled, to Prem*». 
nay, where, in order to hide the crime, he amputated Iiis owii 
hand with the pistoL fqj 

John Gordon of Haddo was pursued^ at the instance of 

(qj. Sjpalding, vol. ii. p. 227. 
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Andrew, LoBil Fraser, and Jphn F^jibes of Leslie, fbrplim- 
deririg, their lands, and Huxltly fined him. 13,500 marks;, (r) , 

SepU 16, 1644, the aFmyoC Mdntrose, eacampei atLiokr . 
Ij^head, and plundered the., country, {s) 

It then fell into the Duff family, as cao* beiseeab^r a plea,. 
Duff «?. Gordon.- Patrick Duff held die lands ia 1727> wheu 
it came a few years subsequently to Thomas^ Gordon,, 17a2.. 
Proprietor,, in I827y is Harry Lumsderi, Esq. 

Overhall, a small edifice^ 70 feet by 15^. surrounded witlu 
elm,, beech^. ash,, plane,, and kbumum tree$, dii^osed ivt, 
graceful rows on the avenues^ Tbe^ ancestor of thi&familjf 
v/ai Norman Leith of Barns, who flourished in the reign of 
James II. and marrfed Elizabeth^ daughter of WUliam Les-^ 
lie of Balquhain,. and had: issue. Hairy of Bamus.; Gilbert,, 
and John, first of Overhall. Gilbert obtained, from the. 
crown,, the. ^ft andr ward of the marriagie of the co-heiress of 
Barns, Nov. 2, 1506; in which g^ft, George Leith of Barns^ 
is designed brother's son of Gilbert Gilbert disponed this 
gift to his brother John, April 25,t 1^509, but dying unnfar-. 
ried, was succeeded by his brother Johnj who obtained from 
Janet, daughter of George of Barji%. to atidicL favour of his 
grand-uncle, January 12,. 15&CL (/)' 

This was^six years and five months- after the battle of 
Flodden, fought Septembev 9^ 1515,^. whibll filled Scotland 
with grief, as many liiobkifiun'iiies suffered^ and all occasion^ 
ed by the rash spirit of his- Majesty James LV.d' Scotland, 
who married Margaret, daughter of Henry VII. of England, 
which was signed: bj^ prassy atp Londofly January 24, 1501, 
and with her, Henry gave a dowry of ^OjaOOef^owns. (u) 

James happening ttf^Ymvesom^ altercation witfi the Duke 
of Norfolk, threw down ]ii»g&U)iti^t, and' challenged hioi to 
single combat ; buttfris^ was opposed^byalHhe Scottish no^' 
bility and courtiers, who saitf (ironicalfyy that it was beneath 
the dignity of a puissant monarch t<y-ftght with that old carl, 
(Norfolk) and here the combat was declined, (r) 

(r) Spalding, Se^. (s)- Ibid. 38^. 

(/) Baronage, p, 8^7. (re) Rider; yul. xvu, p. 138. (p) tumsden's Geacolcgy, 
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iThe consequence of this answer is too well known, as a 
war commenced between both nations, and the imprudence 
of James caused Scotland feel the effects. His Majesty pas- 
sionately exclaimed — " We shall this day, my Lords, fight 
against England, although you have all declared against : 
jmd sliould you also desert your standard, and stigmatise 
your names with shame, yet we here declare, that our name 
jshall never be branded with infamy." Then turning t» Lord 
Lindsay, who first had voted for a cessation of hostilities, 
said to him — ^ By G — should we return to Scotland, your 
own gate shall be your gallows :" but as they neve? fetvaed, 
tl^e threat was never realized, This passionate harangue 
confounded the nobility, who seeing him enraged, endeavour-^ 
ed to soothe his flame, applauded his design, aniwere ready 
to labey him in every command, (w) 

See the annexed battle of Flodden, a ballad written by Mr» 
Dalony, 1596'. 

. King James he hath made a vow, 

(Keep it well if he may,) 
TOrnt he wiH be at lovely London, 

Upon St. James 3 day. 
Upon St» James's day at noon, 
, , ' ' . At fair London will I be ; 

And all the Lords in merry Scotland, 
They lliere shall dine with me ! i ! 
Then out bespoke good Queen Margaiet, 

The tears fell from her eye I 
Leave off these war$ most noble King, 

Keep your f4d0ity ; 
The water runs swift and wondVons deep, 

From the bottom uato the brim, - 

My brother Henry hath men good enough, 

England is hard to win ! 
Away, quoth he, with this silly fool ! 
- In prison fast let her lye ; 
For she is come of the English, blood, 
And for these words she shall die* 

fwj Lindsay's Histoiy uf Scotland. 



That ^j made many b fttherless chlU, 

^nd many a widow popr. 
And many a Scottish lady gay, 

Sat weeping in her bower. 
With thii bespoke Lord Thomas Howards 

The Queen's Chamberlain that day^ 
If that you put Queen Margaret to death, 

Scotland shall rue alway. - 

Then, in a rage. King James he did say, 

Away with this foolish man ; 
He shall be hang'd, and the other bum*d. 

So soon as we come home. 
At Flodden field the Scots came in, . 

Which made our Englishmen fain ; 
At Brampton Green this battle was seen, 

And there King Jaines was slain. 
Then presently the. Scots did fly, 
Their cannon they hh behind, 
Their ensigns gay were all worn away, ^ , * 
y Our soldiers did beat them blind." 

To tell you plain<—twelve thousand were slain, 
. That to the fight did Stand ; / 

And many a prisoner took (was ta*en) that day, 
The best in all Scotland. 
Before I enter on the history, I deem it not improper to 
make an introit into the gulph of fable arid superstition, 
which, to the jocund lovers of antlquitjr, will banish teediuni; 
and it is not without end, as it shews the mental imbecility 
of our forefathers, which, in after ages will be bur own, as 
science is still gainitig^ the halcyon point : but to the morose 
cynic this digression will be disgusting and loaded with* cen- 
sure^ as nothing yields them pleasure, still finding subject for 
vituperation in all tliey read, being mero^knownot what in 
nnimri cosmography. . ' .^^ 

But let thtm censure, what care I, - ' 
The herd of critics I defy, . ♦ i . 

Let the wretches know I write, 
Segordliss of their grace or spite. 
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VcfflC WiWsS TTOtft nGSTcn tis rjowcUxl ligitt> 

Mere human patttt can ne'er <€Oittc 4*^% 

The godsy not 'we, the fyDeMsinidcei 

We only dictate what thcyspoA* 
But this pattidemomati nonsense t)f sprrt^ is Hot eradicated 
from the lower order. (Ex pede Hercutem.) 

Two days anterior to that *batlle, his Mfyesty, with many of 
the nobility, went to commnnicate in tlie chapel of Holyrood- 
hoose, and while his Majesty kneeled, and was going to re- 
ceive, the Priest stopped on a: sudden, as if arrested, when 
a man/ of a veherable aspect came past the guards unseen, 
and mvisible to all in the cliurcli but his Majes^, (He had 
the gift of vision no doubt) T!lie spectre then approached 
and gave his Majesty some auricular admonition, — (see the 
ballad called the Flowers of the Forest, which will appear in 
the sequel,) — and bade him go forward undaunted, but in 
particular to beware of the jTascinating smiles of the lovelier 
part x)f the creation. Again he suddenly diss^eared leav- 
ing his Majesty in consternation (ne mirari^ ^ the company 
after (ita missa est) retired. On the evening of the eighth the 
King gave a great feast to the officers. 

The King but and hb nobles ii' 
Sat birling at the wine. 

After supper^ the company r^ired to xheir separate homes, 
when the provost of Ediubui;gh, well wanned with ^e blood 
of the grape, imagined he beard, the whole officers in die 
army cited before the tribunal of PlatcocJ^ and lastly he 
heard his own name, when he opei^d the casement^ ^ect$;d 
his bonnet o^ the street^ and protested agaia&t the summons, 
when all w;^s bushed. 

The matin rajrs had now gilded the welkin, and the Scxxt- 
tish clarions sounded tfie revellie. 

His Majesty, impatient of delay, musterjsd bis 'forces, and 
nvarched to meet the foe. When ou the march, a beautiful 
female made her appearance, walking <wi the same route; 
unmindful of the spectral admomtbn, his Mcyesty alightecl 
and saluted her. Thus hired from his g«i»rd ^y the fascinat- 
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tng Syren, who absorbed all his mind, that he could no more 
direct the motions of his militia; the Consequence was, that 
the Scots were all cuti>ff in the field. — But I will cut short 
this tale, and turn from superstition to the 'field of veracity^ 
where I will find-mor^ scope. I have added the ballad call- 
ed Lindsay's Flodden, written in 1530, which alludes to the 
superstitious tale. 

Aikce ! quhair ben that richt redoutit Roy ; 
That potent Pfiaee, gentle King James the Feird ? . ' 

I pray to Christ hta soull for to convoy, 
yine greiter nobill rang not into th&eird. 

Atropus ! warie we may thy weird ; 
For he was mirrour of humility, 
Leidstein and lamp of libei^Iity* 
Dm'ing his tyme sa Justice did prevailly . 
The savage iles tiymblit for terrour ; 
Eskdale, Ewisdale^ Liddisdafe, and Annandale, 

. Durst not rebel, doubting his dyntis dour ;. 
And of his Lordis had sic perfite favour, 
Sa for to schaw that he efifeirt na fone, 
Out throw his reafane he wald ride him aldne. 
And of his court throw Europe sprang the fame 
Of lustie Lordis, and lufesum Ladyis ying ; 
Triumphant tomayis, justing, and knightliegame, 
With all pastime, according for a King. \ 
He was the gloir oi princely governing, 
Quhilk throw the ardent lufe he had to France, 
Against Ingland did move his ordinance. 
Of Flowdoon felld rewyne to revolve. 
Of that maist dolent day for till deploir. 

1 mytt, for dreid that dolour you dissolve, 
Schaw how that Prince in his triumphand gloir 
Destroyit was : quhat neidis proces moir ? , 
Not be the vertew of the Inglis Ordinance, 
But be his owin wilful misgovemance, 
AUace ! that day had he bin counseilabill, 

ile had obtenit laud, gloir, and victory ; 
Quha'is piteous process bin sa lamentabil), 
2l ' 
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1 mytt, at lentli it put in memory. 

I neye.r i3Qad ip tragedy nor story, 

At ane j[orDay sa mony nobilUs slane, 

F^r the defencQ and lufe of thair Soverane. (x) 

In, August ISIS^ James iavaded Northumbierland witt a 
strong militia, and stormed the city of Norham, and some 
other places. iTiis expedition was hastened by the misfor- 
tunes of the Earl of Hume^ who had been lately forwarded 
to England with a corps of six thousand men, and was un- 
expectedly attacked by Sir William Bulmer, at the Broom- 
house Pass, where he was vanquished with a great loss. 
This only served to inflame James* resentment, and prompt- 
ed him to forward the invasion, against the counsel of his 
nobility, and the importunities of his Queen, who entreated 
' him with tears to make peace, (yj 

Henry, now eprogedt seot many kttera to Scotla»d filled 
with bitter invectivei^; but in the interim James bad entered 
England, committing great depredations as be went 

On hearing this, Henry equipped a militia of 26,000 men, 
well trained to the field, commanded by Earl Thos. Hwrard, 
then Lord High AdmimI of England, who began their 
march ,from -Newcastle, and came to the village of Branke- 
ston, on the side of the river Till, and encamped on an open 
plain between the rivers Tweed and Tilt, at the foot of the 
Flodden Hill, situated on the north of Northmnberland. 

James lent a deaf ear to every entreaty, and suffered him- 
self to be goaded by a false punctilio to bis own ruin, which 
that intriguing parasite, De la Motte, the French Ambassa- 
dor, inflamed by sycophantic blandishments. James spent 
much of his time with Lord Heron; at Castle^ Ford, -where 
his Majesty and Miss Heron lived in clover. 
Twelve days they Uv*d in glover, 
So well he play'd the rovei:, 
She thought the time soon over, 
Of are you gone said ^hiB. • 

The English, impatient at such delays^ were: resolved to* 

■ : ' • ii ? ■• — 

(jri Lumsdea^s Genealogy. fijj Rider, vol. xvii. p. 221. 
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seek him out and give him battles when Sir William Bul- 
mer, Sir Marmaduke Constable, and Lord Dacres^ struck 
their tents. (2;) 

The Scots jiow marched to begin the attack^ and their vaji 
were led on by the ever valiant Earl of Huntly, and Lord 
Hum6 ; the division consisted of ten thousand men. The 
second division of ten thousand men, led on by their respec- 
tive leaders, marched to secure the bridge of Till. The 
third division often thousand men marched to the bridge of 
Tweed, and having secured those passages, they encamped 
on the higher ground. 

The English now marched forward, making a feint' as if 
they were determined to pass the Scots army, and intercept 
their retreat. 

James, observing their every motion, dismounted from his 
horse, rushed down the hill and fixed the royal standard, 
and by a sublime oration encouraged his soldiers to thq 
battle. 

Meanwhile, the King can letters write, / 

, Which pricking post, apace did. bfcar 

To all his Lords, which had defight, 

With him in England arms to wear. 
Then every Lord and Knight each where, 

And Barons bold in muster met ; 
Each man made haste to mend his gear, , 

And some their rusty pikes did whet^ 
Some made a mell of massy leadj 
Which hron all about did bind ; 
Some made a helmet for the head, 

And some their grisly gisarlngs grind, 
Some did a spear for weapon wield ; 
Some did their lusty geldings try ; 
Some all with gold did gild their shield ; 

Some did with divers colours dye. 
Some made their battle axes bright ; 

Some from their bills did rub the rust ; 
Some made long pikes, and lances light ; 

(z) Rider, p. 222. 
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Some pitchforks for to join and thrust. 
The Tilhnen tough their teams could take, 

And to hard harness them conflate ; 
One of a share can shortly msike 

A Ballad for to save his pate. v 

Dam^ Ceres di^ unserved remain. 

The fertile fields did lie untilled i 
"-Outrageous Mars so sore did reign, 

That Scodand was with fury filled, (a) 
The Scots had that day on the field seven culverines of 
equal dimensions^ called the Seven Sisters; and Robert 
Borthwick, ihaster of the artillery, seeing a fit opportunity,, 
eagerly wished to commence the cannonade, having a noble 
advantage of cutting the bridge. On this his Majesty became 
choleric^ to be dictated by any one, and immediately order- 
ed them not to fire, until the Duke's army had effected the 
passage-— saying, let the whole come before us on the plain, 
and then we will soon see what they can cio : thei;i turning to 
Bordiwick, said — By G. should we return from Jie field^ 
the gibbet shall be your reward. 

In midst of ranks there rode the King, 

On stately steed which ^toiitely stamped, 
A goodly sight to see him fling. 

And how his foamy bits he champ*d. 
King Jame^ thus gorgeously 'gan ride, 

Great pleasure to his peers to see ; 
Thus rode this Prince, pufTd up with pride^ 

Whose loffcy heart was but too high : 
For he thought himself able enough. 

Having so mighty a multitude, x 

AH Europe then for to pass through, 

And that no hold qoiild him exclude ; 
Nor any Kpg in Christendome, 

Jn field to meet' him was of might ; 
No, not the great Csesar of Home 

Had been of force with him to fight ; 
Nor Hercules^ nor Hannibal, 

(fl) Wcbcr, p. 16. 
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, The Soldan, Sophy, nor the Turk ; ^ 
None of the mighty monarchs all ; 

Such lusty deeds did in him lurk. 
But yet for all his armed host. 

And pke for all his haughty heart, 
Full soon abated was his boast, 

When brought tp London in a cart, (i) 

Ay; Pride can veil and courage brave it all^ 
AH, all, before beyond the deadliest fall, 
^ £»ch bath ^oooe fear, and be who least hetraya ' 
The only hypocrite deserving praise : 
Not the loud Tecreunt wretch who boasts and flies ; 
^ Sut be who looks on Death and silent dies* 

Byron. 

James was now joined by his friends at Alnwick, on the 
third of September, with 5000 veterans that had been sent 
from France, and the whole army' were entrenched on ahe 
acclivity of Flodden iHill, in the vicinity of Castle Ford, 
where, as has already been observed, his Majesty wasted his 
time in meretricious dalliance with Isabella Heron, to such 
an open pitch, as disgusted many of his nobles, who left die 
standard, and v\rith what booty they could find fled to their own 
fastnesses* The Earl of Angus returned home quite disgust- 
ed with the scene, while Hume with several others displayed 
such a frigid indifference for the service tantamount to trea- 
. chery. In fine,. Jame^ saw his militia reduced to nearly one 
half ;^ but as his camp was so secure, and had such a copious 
supply of ammunition, with a superior train of artillery, he 
was assured the English could not dislodge him without the 
most imminent danger, {c) ^ 

The Earl of Surry, who was well acquainted with the fiery 
disposition of James, sent a herald with a defianpe full of in- 
vectives and satirical terms, to which James returned an 
answer by Hay, that on Friday he would'meet him on the 
field and^give him battle. Surry oiow mustered the English 
militia, and marched to Wallerhaugh, within three miles of 

(&) Weber, p. 38. (c) Riaer, p. 2?. 
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the Scots, then wheeled ofFto the left along the Till ; which 
was no sooner observed than the highland regiment, com- 
itoanded by Huntly, began the attack^ ^nd both armies fought 
with great bravery, but the Gordon Highlanders repulsed 
the English with their broad swords^ and made a great ha* 
vock, losing few on their own side* 

When foes wi* tnalicfi spoil our Joys, 
Th^n Gordon wi' hm bare hough'd boya 
• Are famous at the redding o't* 

Surry now dii*eeted his ^out to the Tweed, in order to cut 
off'every aid from the Scots, 

Hy this time the northern provinces were greatly wasted 
by the Scots, the roads were nearly rendered impassible, and 
the rivers were swelled to such a height by the excessive cains„ 
{hat Surly would have found it impossible to procure provi- 
sions, or remain in these quarters for any length of time ; 
while they had a plentiful supply, and opep access oil both 
sides. 

The Scots were sensible of their situation, and Huntly 
convocated a council of war, wherein he represented their 
advantages in the strongest light, and said, it would be the 
greatest folly to engage the English on their own terms, 
especially as they were so superior in point of number; and 
that, in a few days, femine would obligate them to retire to 
the southern parts of the kingdom. His Mjqesty replied) 
that he had pledgecl his honour, and was determined not to 
violate it, and he would give them battle according to his 
promise; 'with this view, he ordered his huts which wete Co- 
vered with straw to be set on fire, and under the clbud of 
smoke; he descended from the hill, in order to marshal his 
soldiers in the open plain^ where the English were already 
preparecj, and so near, that the cannon planted on the hill 
could npt operate. 

The English were marshalled in three divisions : the first 
was commanded by the Lord Admiral ; the second by Sir 
Edward Howard and Sir' Mannaduke Constable ; and the 
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third by the^Earl of Surry, Lord Dacres, and Sir Edwattl 
Stanley. 

His Majesty drew up his men on a small eminence, where 
he was sorely galled 'by the artillery of the £ngli$ih, ^hich 
were planted at the Millfield Pass, . Huntly headed the van, 
while Argyle and Lennox; led; on the §eqqnd battalion, and 
the reserve was directed by Montrose and Or^wford, while 
James served as a voluuteer in hisi own wn>y. The Scots 
artillery touched not the Kngliiihji who flndir^ the ground * 
easy of access, Sir Edward How^ird with the van of the army 
nearly gained the summit, when Argyle and Lennox, with . 
their divisional encountered th^n with their spears and brok-e 
their ranks, making them descend with great, loss, whiklhe 
horse retreated in confusion. Huntly attacked them with re-' 
solution, but the English were soon reinforced by Lord 
Dacres, when the division of Howard rallied again, and join- 
ed the grand battalion, who had gained the summit;. 

Both sides firmly stood their ground with kee;iness, until 
the Gordon Highlanders, with their usual impetuosity, rush- 
ed upon tl>e English sword^ in hand, and James fought in 
person equal to the bravest and most courageous of his nobi-; 
lity, until he saw the disorder of tlie English, when he as- 
sured himself that the day was hi§ own,t and without waiting 
for the rear guard, rushed forward and encountered Howard's 
<livision, when a bloody contest ^sued, attended with great 
carnage, until the English were nearly spent, and the Scots 
were greatly disordered by the flights of arrows. Sir Edwai^d 
Stanley bi'ought up the reserve, and attacked the Scots wkh 
such fury, that they fled down the hill, while Lennox tmd 
and Argyle endeavoured to rally them, and stood the -attack 
until they both fell, covered with wounds. 

Again the Scots rushed forward with such precipitancy, 
that the other parts of the line cOuld not advance to their aid, 
and the English enclosed them, and left no means for retreat. 
The Earls of Crawford and Montrose were vanquished by 
the Lord High Admiral, while the corps i:onducted by Earl 
Hume remained under rested arras, and lent no aid^ 
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Tlien orclnance great anon out brast, 

On either side with thundering thumps t 
And roaring guns with fire so fast. 

Then levelled out great leaden lumps. 
With rumbling rage thus Vulcan's art, 

Began this field aild fearful fight ; 
But the arch gunner dn the English part^ ' 

The master Scot did mark so right, 
That he with bullet burst his brain. 

And hurl'dhis heels his head above ; 
Then piped he such a peal agiun. 

The Scots he from their ordnance drove* 
So hj the Scots artillery. 

The ^Bgllshmen no harm did hent ; 
But the English gunner grievously, 

Them tennis balls he sousing sent 
Into the 'midst of enemy's ranks. 

Where they with ragious claps down rush'd ; 
Some shouting with broken shanld. 

Some crying laid with members crush*d. 
Thus the Englishmen Mrith bombards shot. 

Their foes on heaps down thick they thraw. 

But yet the Scots, with stomach stout, 

Their broken ranks did still renew. 
I 

And when the roaring guns did cease, 

To handy strokes they hied apace. 
And with their total power prease. 

To join with enemy face to face. 
The Englishmen their feathered flights. 

Sent out anon from sounding bow. 
Which wounded many warlike wights, 

And many a groom to ground did throw* 
The grey goose wing did work such grief. 

And did the Scots so scour and skail ; 
For in their battle, to be brief, 

They rattling flew as rank as hail : 
That many a soldier on the soil 

Lay dead that day through dint of darts ; 
The arrows keen kept such a coil; 

And wounded many wight men s hearts* 



Ail J pierced the scalp of many a Scot, 

Sq that on ground they groaning feD ; 
Some had his shoulder quite through shot, 

Some leaving life did loudly yeH* 
Some from his Ug the lance did puO, 

Some through his stomach store was stickt, 
^ Some bleeding bellowed like a bull, 

Some were through p— m— i prickt. 
But yet the Scots still stout did stand, 

mi arrows shot at length was done. 
And pfied apace to strokes of hand, 

And at the last did battle join* 
Then on the English part with speed, 

The biDs stept forth, and bows went back^ 
The Moorish pikes, and mells of lead, 

Did deal there many a dreadful thwack. 
The Englishmen straight east and west 

And southward'did their fac^s set ; 
Tlie Scotsmen northward proudly prest, 

And manfully their foes they met. CdJ 

(d) Weber, p. lOU 
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Now in clos'd field, each other from afar 
They view ; .and fuelling on, be^n tlie WAT. • - * 
They launch their ^firs> then hand to ha^d |th(!^ meeK; ' 
The trembling soil resounds beneath their feet : 
Their bucklers cleCd'h, thick Mow» deseendMfl'oin it%Kf j 
And flakes of fire &ol]it|ieiir bard hektfcits^jr.j ■ 
Courage conspires with. chance ; and both engage , 
With eqnal fortune yvt, and mutuail rage. ' > ■• ^ 

Fw^'tf iB«#l*y «»</ 1014. 



Again the pibrochs sounded the gathermg of the clans to 
Cover the King'$ tetreat, but all in ya,in ; the Scots were en- 
closed, and the^ field was strewed with mangled bodies. 
Huntly ahdx Hume pushed forward to rescue his Majesty, 
but before their arrival all was nearly lost^ 

James, seeing his soldiers surrounded, endeavoured to 
animate them to regain their freedom, by observing his words, 
theijr ancestorial glory, their own honour, and the quantity 
of national and kindred blood spread on the plain, which 
should be dearly purchased by the English, while Scottish 
valour should shine on the historic page, and descend in 
volumes of fame, and ages unborn should sing the feats of the 
dny. , ' . • 

Having closed this harangue, he plunged sword in hand 
^mong the English, and dealt destruction with a strong 
hand, cutting his way so far, that he had nearly overthrown 
Surry^s standard ; but Howard and Stonley having cut off 
one wing, now marched up to complete the work, while Lord 
Dacres came up on the rear with his horse, so that the Scots 
had to fight in close column, until the royal standard was 
thrown down. 
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The Scots behaved so gallabtly, tliat they tore back the 
_ English, who once more employed their canhbri and bows, 
which made great havock. His Majesty, with'th^ Earls of 
Montrose, Argyle, Crawford, and Lennox, fell- wit^ many 
of the bravest of their men, and 12,000 rank and $ie, wbich 
some writers make .15,000. .Among the slahx were Alex- 
ander. Bishop of St. Andrews^ ill^itimat^'SpuofJ^s Majes- 
ty, and two more BiphopS;; two Abbots j ;Seveml ffriests ; 
Earls, Barons, seventeen hordsi mth many £n%hts and 
EsquireSr . . •.>•• ^ .- . " • 

Thus loved and lamented fell Janies iV. :any beaVen isieem- 
ed pleased to punish in his mature yea*r»"the» fiiJKtife* of his 
yoflth, and the iinfilJal rebellion rS^sed' aglaiiilst'his own 
father." ' •'' • ' " .' '^ ''-'— 

B^Al.LAD. 

' I've lieaM'th^m a lilting at thd ewd&mi&ing, ^ ' 1 • ', 

Lasses- a liking be£bi« bre/ikd* day; ' ■■•=', 

. iBut DOw.dHirc is moaDii^i^oa ilka gveen kxiuiiig ; * ! ' . . . . f 

' The j9owere of the: forest o^ a'. wede. away; .,]:.;■. .1 

; . At bughts in. the 9i0miiig» oae blith^iod^. ai^ /^cor^iiliig;, ..[./[ 

,^ Lass^ are loqply, dowiej aD^ wae ; •: i . > <: . j 

. Nae daffing, nae gabbing, but.8%hing and sabbii^ ; 

Ilk ane Hfts her legltn, and hies her fiway< » . , . 
In har'st at the sheaping, nae yOunkers are jeering, 

Bandsters are runkled, and Jyart or gray. ; . , . . 

' At fair, ojt at preaching, nae wooing, nae fleecliing; , . 

" " The flowers of the forest are a' wede away. . , . 

At e'en in the gloaming, nae younkers arc roaming 

*Bout stacks Mri* the lasi^esr at bogles td^lay ; * ' •' • * 
But ilk n^aid sits weary, lamenrfnghcr deary ; - " 
•' • ' I'he flowers of the forest are a' wede away.' •' '' ■' • • -• 
*' ' peiland waefor the order, sent our facte id the border/^ • '^- 
' Thd English for anee by guile got: the day ^ - '. , . *■) . 

Ike flowers of the forest, that fonght aye. tbfc foremost j; 
The prime of our land are cauld in the clay. . \. 
i . We*H h-ear nab mair lilting at the ewes^miUpijg, ;, '.• . ^, • 
Women and bairns are heartless and was : 
Sighing and moaning on ilka green loaning, 
The flowers of the forest ^re' a' wcde away. 
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I've seen the smiling of fortune beguiling^ 

IVe feh ali its favours^ and found its decay ; 
Sweet was its blessing, kind its caressingi 

But now it is fled, fled far awa)^* 
I've seen the forest adorned the foremost, 

With flowers of the fairest, most pleasant and gay ; 
Sae bonny was their blooming, their scent the air pcrfuiniugi 

But now they are wither'd and weeded away. 
I've seen the morning, with gold the hills adorning, 

^nd loud tempest storming before the mid^y, 
I've seen Tweed's silver streams shining in the sunny beams, 

Grow dnimly and dark as they tolVd oii their way* 
. O 6ck]e Fortune i why thus cruel sporting ? . , 

Q wl\y stin perplex us, poor soqs of a day ?. C^car me, 

Nae mair your smiles can cheer me, nae mair your frowns eaa 

For the flowers of the foresit are wither'd away. 

James IV« was tigorous and of an ^lergetic character, 
und was well aware of the danger which his ancestors had ex-> 
perienoed from the preponderance of one overgrown family. 
He is represented as one who smiled internally, when tlie 
border and highland champions, bled and died in the savage ' 
sports of chivalry by which his nuptials were solemnized^ {e) ^ 

On the morrow the parties of the English began to remove 
the wounded and sepultre the dead : the body of d^ames was 
found among the slain, covered with wounds, his sides and 
' thighs were fuU of arrows, his neck was open to the middle, 
and his left hand in two places nearly cut oS^, so that it was 
but slightly appended to his arm, with many brave noble^ 
men lying dead aroupd him ; but yet, although much dis^ 
figured, his body was known at the first sight by some private 
marks well known to L,ord Pacres, Sir William Scott, Sir 
John Foreman, and other Scottish prisoners. (J) On this 
discovery, he was immediately emboweled and embalmed, 
wrapped in lead, and conveyed to the montetery of Shene 
(Shine) in Surry. 

Many historians relate that his Majesty was found, 9u4 

(«) Miiwtrclsy, vol. i. Prcf. viii. (f) Weber, jr, 20.S, 
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cpnveyed to Jerusalem ;' and others, and among them Stow4j, 
says, that he went to Lord Hume's castle, and was there, 
privately murdered, and his body was afterwards found in 
the lumber room of a gentleman, (g) John Leslie, Bishop 
of Ross, writes, that the body which, was found was not that 
of James, but the Baron of B,onehard;:Jindv that James wa^ 
seen alive at Kelso that night, from thence he went to, Jem- 
salemt where he took the tonsure, and ended his days, iji 
monastic seclusion. Others affirm, that the body found was 
thai of Alexander. Elphlngston of Elphingston, and Lord of 
Kildrummy, as his Majesty had previously ordered several 
of his retinue to be clothed in the same uniform. , >^ 

But to return : after the body was. conveyed to London, 
Her^y applied to the Papal See for a dispensation to bury 
him in S^. Paul'e Cathedral, as he had beeu es;comi9unicat- 
ed for breaking the peace with. England, and was not to be 
allowed ^a Christian sepultre, without a licewe fropi Rom^ 
<This is all my eye, and Betty Martin.) Leo X. hereupoa 
sent Henry a brief, wherein he recited, that James hayii^ * 
submitted himself to th^seiUence of excommqnication, should' 
he commit any hostilities, with England^ ai?.d had afterwards 
broken the peace, for which he waa excpmmnnicated bj the 
. Cardinal Archbishop of York, and had fallen at the battle of 
Flodd^n unabsolved — ^j'et^ considering his dignity and affi- 
nity to Henry of England, who requested to have him in- 

* terred in consecrated ground j and that he understood James 
had shewn some signs of contrition ^t the time of his deatk; 
(this must have been by the omniscient gift of Faith) his 
Holiness therefore granted Henry's request, and appointed 
the Bishop of London, or ^ny other .Bishop Heinjcy should 
choose, to inquire into th^ cause And absolve Jamcsi if they 
found he had shewn any signs, of repentance: {the i/' here 
implies, that the request was not siibscribed by the one thino- 
needful, as he said a little before, that he understood he had 

' shewn signs) provided such absolution extended no farther 
tlmn the permitting him to be sepultered in holy ground; 



{ff) Rider, p. 2^e. 
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«nd that Henry performed some slight penance in the room' 
<rf the defunct monarch. In pursuance of this brief, James 
whs entombed in St. Paul's cathedraf. 
' Oh the 10th of September was issued this proclamation : 

•* That forasmuch there are many rumours risen iti this 
dty, touching our late Sovereign Lord and his army, of 
which we understand as yet there is no true rqxxrt come, 
wherefore we strictly charge you in our Sovereign's name, 
and the President's, for the Provost and Bailiffs within this 
ictty, that all men be ready equipped in their fencible arm- 
our, and therewith before tlie President's at tha ringing of 
tlie bell, for the defence of the city' against all invaders. 

^ We ako strictly warn, that vagrants, and every i¥oman^ 
retire to their labour and lodgings, and not appear in the 
streets clamourihg, under pain of personal banishment with- 
out mercy; and diat the pious women repair to the church; 
when time requires for prayer, as if our Sovereign Lord and 
kisiarmy were therein, and from thence depiEirt home to dieir 
4>ecilpations* (A) * 

^ August 19, 151S, ihe Provost, BailKes,' and community, 
in respect that they were to pass to the army, cHose and left 
behmd thame George of Touris, President^ for the Provost^ 
(and four other persons) for the Baillies, to have full juris- 
diction in thaur absence. (/) 

' La, these fond sottes, and tratlynge Scottes, 

How they are blinde in theyr own mmde, 

Arfd will not know theyr dverthrow ' 

At BranxtoD More ! they are so stoWre, ' 

So frantike mad, they aay they had, - - 

And wan the felde with spear and ahseld. ■ - 

ThdtisastrewaBblackis bkwr ' 

And grene is graj ; whatesier thcr^r say • !. :. '>•> 

Jemmy is dead, aod closed in leade, 
y That waft theyr own kyngs : fye oi) t}iat wimi^Bgc ! , 

At Fiodden Ulles our t>owes, our biltes . 

Slcweall theflowre of thuy/ehonpu^fl. .^ > .. 



^ (h) Weber, p. 210. («) Register of Edinburgh. 
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, Are not tlic^e. •Septus fo^09 aiid Sottas 
, Si^h hoste to inake> to prate and crake 

... To face, tp brace all void of grace ? / . ' ^ 

, So proud of Ijcart, so overthwart, . . 

. , So out oif frame, so void of shame. 

As itisenroM, written, and told • ^ . . 

-' ' 'Within thi^quaire? who lisi to repair,* ' '* - . " 

• And therein reed, shall find indeed ' ' • 

} . j^ ^^j likening, cbhsidcring idl fhiiig, ' ' J ' . i 

That the Scott^s mAy'siYigr fye oij tfwt vrihnmg. (/&) ' 
At Henrjr^s earnest reqtiest, tlie body of Jarties was at 
length se^uitured ^ith re^ai- honours, within the cjiurcfi of 
St/ Pari, m the dty^ of London; (/) 

iBut as; the Scot^ could never* tdi whkt becaitii of Jame^ 
if this was tiot bis 'btxly, it still temains Tery probable thai 
' the English v^el*^ not mistaken ; especially if we cofisiilb^ 
that suppose the' armour and dress of Elpjbinstbn niif^hi r^ 
semble that of bis' Mijeaty, yet probably there ^ere-gbu^ 
rihjgs, jeweJs, or dther dmamentsj found about his cof^ 
which those who personated him could not be suppbsedt6 
have, land whieh might render the English sure in their caiL 
* jecture. (»2) ' • ' ' ' / \ ' - 

The above-meritioried disposition she confirmed after Ircr 
marriage and. also the death of her husband ; upon v/iiicfi 
disposition he gained a charter from his Majesty James V 
where he is designed John I^elth of Barns, March 7, 15^0, 
and these lands have been the property of his posterity siiK;^ 
that tim^. He married Jane Lyon, and had issiie Gilbeitp 
who succeeded his father, and received a charter from Jauies 
V. on the lands of Newton, April. 27, 1536, but died^uor 
married* ^ • 

WiUiam Lejth of Barns was served heir to his father 
John Leith, in virtue of a precept from the Court of Chan- 
cery, Mays, 154^5 .and had issue Gilbert, who succeeded 
his father, and t>y a precept from the Court of Chanceiy, 
September ^7, 1583, was served and returned heir to his 

W We^r, p. 269. (/)11jid. 304, * (wj Saimon, sviii.' *: 
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father, WUliam, on thef half of the lands of ^ BaWis. He 
married Margaret, daughter of John Forbes of Barns, on 
the banks of the Deskrie, and hrid issue George, who was 
served heir to Gilbert his fatherj and infeft on the said half 
of the lands of Barns, by a precept from the Court of Chan- 
' eery, March 7, 1601; and after this, he was designed by 
the title of Overhall. tie built a part of the house, as ap- 
pears by a stone over the door, on which are three cross 
crosslets filched in base, and two crescents in chief, and the: 
initials, G. L. M. L. Fundata 1602. 

GeorgjB Leith aK>ears in the charter, and confirmation of 
tlie name Overhall, July 9, 1618. He married Margaret, 
daughter of John L»eith of Harthilj^ and had issue George, 
' who succeeded him,. and was served heir and infeft in the 
said lauds, by a precept from the Court of Chancery,. l»^ov. 
5 lessl He married Lsdjell^ Dunbar, . and had issue 
George, and died inrtheendof the reign of Charles I. 

Geqrg^ succeeded him, and was .sejryed, apd returned heir, 
by a. precept from the Court of Chanceij^ June 15, 1655. 
He.m;arried Miiijory, daughter of Robert :Farquharson of 
Invercauld, and added a wing to the house, as is indicated 
' by "a stone over the door, with the arms quartered : first, A 
lion rampant; second, a. sijiister couped, pale ways; third, 
a fir tree issuant from a mound, in base; fourth, a galliot oil 
her oars, and on a chief the paternal iirnis of teiUi. , 

Motto. i force no friend, T fear no foe. Initials, G. L. 

Mi E. 1662. , • ' i . ' \ ■] , . 

' On her death he raarried, secondly/ Margaret, * daughter 
of Lord Forbes. Over the south door are these arms, lliree 
bears' heads couped and collared, and on a chief thearnis* of 
Le'^th: on a scroll— Grace me Guide, 9.th of July, .1662^ 
G. L." M.* F. He, died during the reign of Charles II. and 
was sircceeded by his son Robert', who was served and return- 
ed lieir, by a precept from the Court of Chancery, February 
7 lyoo. * He married Margaret, daughter of Francis Ross 
of Auchlossan ; issue George, who succeeded,' and was serv'-, 
ed and returned lieir, by a precept fr^ni the Court of Chan- 
cery, Februai:j^ 7, 1710. 
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George married Cecilia^ daughter of Robert Young of 
Auldbar^ and had i^^ue Robert, who succeeded, was served 
and returned heir male to his father,, and iideft on die whole 
lands. He was one of the Clerki^ to the College of Justi- 
ciary and to the Court of Session, and married Jane, daugh-, 
ter of Sir William Forbea of tlraigievar, and had George^ 
(it must have been James, as is so mentioned in the few; 
stanzas of the old ballad at the top of Chapter xvi. and I shall 
; call him James) who in 1768 succeeded, on the death of his 
fiither, and was the last of the Leith family on the land^s,, as 
he left the country after he had fought a duel* . 

Arms.-^Or a chevron, between three fussils gules, pierc^. 

Crests — A dove proper. 

Motto. — Semper Fides. (Triie to the End.) («) 

Proprietor, in 1827, is Theodore Gordon, Esq. son of 
the late Rev, Algernon Gordon of Tullynessle. r ■ 

Near this is Rothnie House, belonging to the Gordon fat 
mily, descended of I^smoir. - ^ 

Arms. — Azure, a fesSe cheque argent, and of the firs^ 
between three boars' heads couped or ; all within a bordure 
nebule of the second. 

Crest. — A man presenting a musquet, proper. ^ ^ » 

Motto.— Vel Pax vel Bellum. (Either Peace or War.) - 

On the west is Leslie, watered by the river Gadie. - On 
.the church belfry is J. F. L. and J. M. D. 1635. Valued 
rent, j61S66 6s. 8d. Scots. 

Here are to be found several veins of granite, and indica-> 
tloits of calcareous stoi/e, quartz, and a beautiful green ami- 
anthus, easily cut into trinkets. i 

The hill of Bein-na-chie commences here, elevated about 
2000 feet above the^level of the sea, and 750 above the level 
of the. Gadie, covering more than 4000 acres. 

Here are several very large encampments. 

At Garioch Ford is the remains of adruidical city, sur- 
rounded with a ditch, one of the circles is nearly 171 feet in 

(ft) Baronage, Sfg7, 

' 2n ' 
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cUrcum&ifence^ shaving an iflly o[ ^faont JO i&et, conuDumeiit- 
kig witlLanotber. cisde on the soudiiiLeast, jof ibeLsame .diroonr 
sibn. Fromtheseitwo spriogsa.walk ab&uit 57 jfeetiinleaglhf 
leading (oJthe granditeniple, lirhene isja^peipendioakr alxme 
abp[at 6 feet in altitude, 3 in diapieter, jmd in d^ity^. 
About 60 feet £romtlib is anotibercircte, nearly 18Dfb$tia 
eipeumferencei having more upright ifitones. 

^he Druids wei^e the immediate descendaats :of die Bi^ 
niins, who emigrated from Thibet ito Tartfiry, and A&t» " 
tMAiting with. the Celtic Scythians, isoon spread jit^ dqctitioe 
over Europe : and wlien expatriated £x>jn Man and AngW 
sey^by the Grecians, fled to Scotia ^ their ideraier i?efvge. 
If we take a retrospective view of their antiquity, we.>yjilj find 
them equal tp t^e fersian Magii« fivXhf^ Ba^loiiish.CIitddee ; 
and should we consider the surpcisipg aonfovBE^ .€^ jdpo- 
trines, we will iind sufficient reason toimagi^e, tbatlJ^^Bsftf 
mine and Druids .if^ere the sole descendants s£ Koab* 

Their nation was divided into tbjree .classes, yj^. PrJ^sts^ 
,iSoldiers, and i?Lel^eianj3. 

They obtained th^ name Ikuidirom thdirplaces.c^wprr 
ship, which was in groves and forests, iwhere i»as plenty ;pf 
oak — as Dr«s.sigmQes an («ik in the ©reek; Beru i$i ^he 
Aritiodcanj andJOerain thenSaxon* 

JTheypepfQrmedJheirr^igiQus r^tes aadirereiQibiiies within 

.thj^se groyes, iiiid_ cultivated .withgr.eat.car^e ihpt tree wh$j» 

they found the mistletoe entwined, aod tbatjXKma^fb of .tb^ 

.fpxe^t, with the mistletpe, vi|s .e^teeto.^d |is pQ$^e^^ng a pia- 

gicaland mysterious powe^. Here they fiPmipemoratgd W 

verse the mysteries of their religion, and th« anmils of tjbeir 

CQiJntry, which \^ere cardfuHy transmitted l?y secret r^peti- 

\tipns, ;an4, like our masonic fraternities, were .probi&itei 

from making it knpwn.by.yvnting, .indei^titig, jiieroglypjliij^ 

or by any graphic art whatever. The reason a^ign^d for 

their chnsingthe groves for their .worjship ftrpse:ftpm the 

idea^ that tlie souls of their friends jbpvpr^ oyer th,em, jrpund 

the tombs, near the places they frequented when in the 

world; and in these groves, a part of their worship was to 
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ijnrvoke tbe man^s-y. b^r votive oblations and sacrifices, that 
they would vouchsafe ta watch oyer their flocks and* herds* - 

(o) , ... 

The Priests wore:£beir hair always sliort^. but th^ir beards 
were remarkably long; and they bore wands- in their hands^ 
andsemetioies oak staves six feet m length^ called Diogenes' 
staves. Fropi their necks> they wore an ornament enchased 
in gold) called the Druid's egg.; also,^ their vesture was re^ 
markably long, over which they put an- Alb or Surpliee/ 
when, performing any of their ceremonies, with bracelets,, 
and otlier ornaments.. fp^J 

The Grecians and Mahommedans yet hold some of tlieir 
tenets, respecting futurity of rewards and punishments. 
Their ideas were— when the spirit, left the body, the inqui- 
sitors bore them to a pUce before whom they underwent a 
slight noviciate, and preparatory training for damnation^ 
But if the answers are not clear, the spirit is hauled up with* 
well sharped scythes, and then beat down with a. red hot 
maul un4;ir properly seasoned, and then banished to their \ 
prison, fqj 

The reward of the righteous was remarkably flattering to 
the youth of both sexes, as it gratified their taste for plea^ 
sure, see part of the Turk's battle song~ i^ 

I see a dark ey'd Girl of Paradise, 

And she waves a handkerchief^ 

A kerchief of green, and calls aloud, 

Cbme "kiss me," ibr Hove thee, (r) 
Though the reason of their prepossession in farour of the 
towering monarch of the British plains^ is registered in the 
archives of oblivion, yet it is remarkable, that' the ancient 
natives should adore the oak, a& tlie sacred production of the 
~earth, which the i6ore refined ages revere as their national 
bulwark on the main, (s) The tree wtth mistletoe was - 
searched for, w&ich they called the tree of the gods, and 

(o) BaaiorV Mj/thology, voU ii. HeixmV Historj of-Scotliind. Caledonian 

Itinerary, vol. i. 17. 

^pj Rider's History of England, vol. i. 22. fqj Byron^s Giaour. X^) '^**^' ^'^^ 

(?) British Ti>jH>grapby, Part Y. Wiltshire. 
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when found, they shouted for joy, esteeming it a favourable 
sign, that the gods had marked it for the exercise of thdr 
ceremonies. (/) 

' Their altars were adorned with oak branches, before 
which they performed their rites of adoration, exulting at 
. the discovery, as the sacred oak was esteemed as the emblem, 
or rather the residence of Hesus,' the Sylvan God. (u) The 
oblation ended, the Priest ascended the' tree clothed in his 
Alb, and having selected a proper branch, it was cut down 
with an instrument for the^ise, many of which are yet to be 
seen in the antiquarian museums, Tlie lopt off* branch was 
carefully wrapped in the Priest's Alb, and he descended 
amidst the rapturous acclamations of the multitude, who au- 
gured it as the omen of a prosperous year. All that were 
concerned in the oblations, priests and laity, were decorated 
with garlands of oak foilage ; and the mistletoe, which nature 
had taught to grow on and embrace the oak, came in for a 
share of their veneration, as they considered it thd peculiar 
gift of Hesus, and held its virtues universal in medicine, [v) 

They now prepared their sacrifices under this oak, which 
consisted of human and bestial offerings, and was renewed at 
the commencement of the new year, which commenced when 
Xuna was six days old ; and at this festival there were two 
bulls, generally white, whose horns were encircled with oak 
leaves. All their religious tenets, which they taught the peo- 
ple, teemed with the grossest superstition. The first part they 
had in common with tlie Persian Magii, who taught that 
pleasure was alone tlie moving spring of man's heart ; the 
other parts were compounded of the Scythian, Celtic, Phe- 
ixician, and Celto-Scythian systems. Every rank was dis^ 
tinguished in their apparel, and the number of colours em«> 
ployed in the texture, or in the fancy of the wearer. • 

Ifhe soldiers were differently clothed, but the officers had 
coloured clothes, brocaded with gold, and the cloth was of 
six colours. The King's had five, ladies and nobles five^ 



{t) MaJtliwd, vol. i. («) Hall's Encyclopaedia. (») Brjtish Topograpliv, 

l»art v. I 
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governors of fortresses and lesser officers four, youths of the 
nobility three, soldiers twp, and the peasants but pne. (a) 

The' Druids were the living depositories of learning, and 
took every measure conducive to hold it within their own fra- 
ternity; and although at first obligated, through necessity, 
they afterwards acted by choice, that no institutes should b& 
cmnmitted to writing; and from this they drew an immense 
number of disciples, who studied under them for the space of 
twenty years, and those students were sons of the nobility 
and the chiefs of clans, and by their tuition they were ren- 
dered superior to the vassal, and necessary to the state. 
The lectures were such as were meet for legislators, and re- 
sembled the far famed Egyptian mysteries, (b) The fact of 
their secresy is easily attained, as none of their writings have 
appeared, and their temples were rude piles, without any . 
emblematic sign or inscriptions on their altars, (c) 

Their pretension to a skill in magic was so famous, that 
they were supposed to have taught it to the Persians ; and 
the name of their order was, on that account, made use of 
to signify magic itself. The common word for a magician in 
Ireland is Drui, and the magic art is called Druidheacht; as 
in theif translationof the Bible, it is used to express an en- 
chanter or magician, as in Exodus vii. 2. Anois Draoith na 
hegipite. fdj 

In those groves they reared their Cromleachs, or large 
stone altars, Pillars, Idols, Cairns, Gorseddau, or Hill of 
Justice, the vestiga of many of which are yet found in Cale- 
donia, (e) In the centre of the temples are found one Kist- 
vaen, and sometimes Kistievaen, or more stone coffins, 
where the bones of their human victims were inhumed. 

The large cairns on the hills are generally coped or round 
in the form, and tapering as they ascend. They are called 
in the Celtic, Carn — ^from the devotional rounds performed 
about them ; or from the Hebrew, Kern Nedh, /. e. a coped 
heap, and were always so disposed as they were within view 



(o) Rider, vol. i. p. 23. (ft) lb. 25. (c) lb. 2f. fdJ lb. 27, 2?. 
(0 Ibid. 30, 
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and operated as telegraphs^ and they were used as beacons^* 
yet wiginally they were designed for more ceremonial fires. 
On May eve, the Druids kindled large fires on these piles, 
in honour of Beal or Bealip,. tlie Celtic word for the Sun, 
Hence Baal,. Beal^ Bely implies, murder, rapine, war^ slaugh- 
ter, as well as the Sun ; and is held as May-day in great 
festivity and hilarity by the people of Banffybire, and through 
the Highlands of Scotland with bonfires. 

Anciently, two of these fires were illumed on May-day, in 
every village through the nation, when the victims to be^ 
immolated were made to pass between them, whether men 
or beasts, and then led to the altar, where they were sacri^' 
ficed. One of the fires was on the ground, and the other on 
the cairn. ' s 

On the eve of the first of November, they also- kindled 
great fires,, which they also accompanied with"^ mirth and 
feasting, and other sacrifices. On this eve, every otlier fire 
IHras extinguishied, and the master of every fanjily was obliged 
to carry a portion of the consecrated fire to his house, for -the ^ 
service of tlie ensuing year, for which he made an acknow- 
ledgipent to the ofiiciating Priest at tlie C^irn, But if any 
person cleared not with the Priest for the past year, he was 
not suffered to cairy off any of the, consecrated, fire, neither 
could any of his friends permit hini to have thc; least benefit.- 
of theirs, under pain of exconjmunication : a pretty toy,, a 
derical bugbc^rj not so muc?b feared in the niiieteenth cen- 
tury. This fiire is kjindled^Qa the same eve,, by children^ onlyj, 
in Aberdeen§hii:e» 

Besides these, they kindled another fire on midsummer 
eve to Ceres, pn every man's ground, and^ carried fiaming 
brands through every corn field, accompanied with sacrifices, 
in order to draw down a benediction on the fruits^of the- 
earth, which now were nearing maturity; those 0:n the fi^st 
of May being for vegetation,, and the fire on the eye of 
October as an oblation of gratitude on the conclusion of 
harvest. 

It was eustomary/ot: the Lord of the country, his son, or 
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soin€;pcrsonngeor,disriBctiQ«, to take die «irtrail««f«hesft. 
,firf&Kd animal in hie hands, siad mdk «v«r die «oab ibsKe- 
Jm^j^r^ tkaf^ aifer jtbe flame Jiad «»bsided, and then 
-pSf^W A«in tP ihes Priest, who waited for uin at t}«^ 
^Iter; {fj If the persoe escaped unhm*; it was haiied m a 
cgftodiqiwai, Pi)d*^eUr»ted with accl^m^ti«Bisx)f joy; Ijiit jf 
Jmtf * >wa? .«/^ piTogoosiic to the p^on and comqiuBity. 
Whflir ^iinwn .s^ifices were immiiiattons to dienr (^ 
T^hewtfis, vhich, f» tibey had liiat tlje life^f man, ekfaer la 
danger of death by war or severe sickness, xjould not he an- 
,CBrfd mjless soeOrer suffered in bis stead, therefore, on such 
^Od»iaoy other gc^ma, tlveihuajansaoB^eswereiminci* 
|«K6ed, which vwet^jpi^gbt highly acqgjtable to Tbeautis-^ 
,»^ for.4jiis.ead tfeey solficted thieyes, mnideners, tdbhexs, 
«nd.9ther ^ijli^storji; fcat h*»i diose could not be obtaaor 
^„the ^l^ftlioo ws con^osed of iniwicert jrictims. All fmAj 
X«wwd&r^ Qffering, jfce vidains w«re put into a i^kker 
built statue, formed like a man, which, after a adienui hyaia. 
they set on fire, (yj) ^"^ 

The principal dei^ues were Jupiter, Mewai»)r,~ Hesus, 
Apollo, Mars, Thgautis, and (^faers of a SBbowJiBate class; 
but after the descent of the Rowafts, they added Hercuks,* 
Minerva, Venus, Andates, (their goddess of Victory) and 
Diana, (goddess of Hunting) which being the fevourite ex^ 
ercise of the age, Di^na came in for a great share of their 
veneration, as the many images and temples reared to faer 
memory in most <5ountries evince. H,er (jemple k EphesMs 
was adorned with gold, silyer, and gems. • 

While digging to lay tl^e foundatipn of St. Paj^'^ Cathed- 
ral, London, there wa^ foun^ ^e yesti^ oiT .oq^ of her 
temples. In 1602, an image of Diaija w^ ploflglied im in 
Monmouthshire. She obtained in Scotland the nape of the 
Caledonian Queen, and in other countries plana, tuna, and 
Astarte in heaven, and ijecate in hell, (r) 

Their n,Ugion -qpuld m Tefine Mix woral sentiments or 
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correct tlieir customs ; but it gavc^ by its influence, a power- 
ful sanction fo those principles wUch' were prevalent^ and to 
the sentiments that were admired among them : for their 
priests, aided by fancied divinities, and aimed with the ter- 
rors of futurity, had acquired an authority far superior to 
that of the chiefi. {i) The Sun and Stars, as well as the 
Moon, were the object of their rude sciences, andano^t prob- 
ably came in for a share of their ^worship, along with their 
supernumerary deities, whom they fancied to preside over 
the order of nature. 

They were divided into three classes among themselves^ 
and each class distinguished by the office, as Druids, Bards^ 
Vates or Eiibate& (/) The Druids^ or first class, were the 
Ecclesiastics, and selected the groves for their sacerdotal 
rites, and there they reared their fitnes or temples, where the 
vestiga of many are found in the circles of stones so com- 
monly seen through Caledonia, which was once adorned with 
huge forests oi oak. 

To soothe the vain, the gelid bosom lire, ■ 

Or glory's proud achievenients to reheam; 
Too oft the muse has swept the sounding lyre, 

In all the meretricious pomp of verse. 
I sing of Britain's oak, the hapless fate, 
V Source of her grandeur, power and wealth immense ; 

The firm, yet floating bulwark of the state. 

Pride of my country, and her fsaad defence ! 
And turn not, gentle reader, with disdain. 

From aught which here portentous may be shown ; 
For know, whate'er time's ample rolls contain, 

Sheer ruin marks exclusively her own. 
Th' imperishable wreath of deathless fame. 
Immortal virtue's brow alone entwines ; 
'Us her's to lit up glory's radiant flame, 
^ When systems perish, or when nature pines* 
By zephyr shaken from the parent tree, 

What time mild autumn's mellowing tints appear. 
In fancy's eye, its aoorn form I see, 
The sport capricious of the varying year. 

(}) History of Scotliind nn'l England, vol. i. (/) BritlsU 'f opngrapliy, Part V. ^ 
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Yet« though no parentis fostering hand uprearM 

Its shrinking head> or pcopt its feeble state; 
The genius of the Sylvan scene appeared, 

Eyed it^ crude form, and watch*d its opening fate* 
Protected thus by Pan's atMpicious aid. 

The gipsy, prowling for her casual prey, 
The boar wide ranging through the tangled shadd. 

Unconscious past, where heedless long it lay* 
And long impassive to deserved applause, 

Reckless of future case, orfUture strife; 
Till nature, trUe to her unerring laws, 

Wak'd to new birth the latent seeds of life* 
And first depressed into its native mould, 
^ Around it form'd the slow collecting 8oiI> 
Impervious thus to winter's chilling cold. 

It fondly hftird the sun beam's vivid smile*' 
The germ fermenting in the humid showers, 

And by rich salts the tender juices fed; 
D,evelop'd to the eye its vital powers, 

Struck the deep root, and tear'd its infant head* 
Revolving suns the geni^ process view'd, 

The sap quick mounting, and the foilage green ^ 
Till, stately rising o'er the incumbent wood, 

^ Its graceful form adorn'd the Sylvan scene* 
No" browsing herds its symmetry destroy 'd. 

Its shoots no school- boy seiz'd with ruthless hands ; 
Full many a scowling blast its trunk defyM, 

And now pre eminent it proudly stands* \ 
Still stand, and waving wide thy darkling shade, 

Invite the weary wanderer to reposa ; 
Throw thy luxuriant arms across the glade, 

Whilst the red apple blushes on thy boughs. 
Unhurt by vulgar weeds, that rudely cling, 

Unchok'd by sullen ivy's noxious gloom ; 
Around thy verdant foot blue violets spring, 

, And the wildliyacinth deHghts to bloom. 
And here the stock dove, when she'inly pine^. 

Her plaintive sorrows to sweet echo tells ; 
The sacred mistletoe thy boughs entwines. 

And, pleas'd with thee, her mystic virtue dwells. . , 
2o . 
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The lurid bolt|, whose e^ \vi>h Irghtning ^I^r^, 
^ IiDptuou3 ur^n^ his ^remendoup course> 
Thy form sublUnei in g^eperous pity, spaire^^^ 
4.nd spends far distant hi^ resistless forq^. 
Ahs ! to future dao^per wisjgly bRp.dit - 

With glance prophetic^ I tb^ fate survey ;. 
A more relentles^foj^ thpt; yet sh^U find. 

In hostile 9um, who claims thee for his prey* 
MarlcM for ambition's shrine a victim dear» 

I see the labouring axe apply 'd witK pain. ; 
I bear the sounding strokes^ thy groans I hcarn 

Till thy big trunk fi^Ils thundjering on the plain* 
Now prpne on the low earth's extended spape^ 

Of all thy blooming honours rudely shorn ; 
Crush'd are those stately limbs, whicb. onc^ the grace 

Of forests, cease the landscape t(^ adorn. 
Pan howling, seeks the impenetrable shade, 

The Dryads shriek, their favourite's doom to see ^ 
The hoarse wind murmurs through the distant glade^ 

And trembles every leaf on every tree. 
Se have I seen the youthful hero fall. 

High plum'd for conquest, and with glory fir'd^. 
Devoted to his country's aacred caO^ 

He rush'd on fate, and in her cause expir'J.^ 
Now borne with triumph from thy native woods> 

And tortured by the stern mechanic's art ; 
To stem the boisterous rage of foaming floods. 

Thou giv'st the aid thy buoyant limbs impart. 
Nor mildlj destin'd to the merchant's care, 
' Where peaceful commerce spreads her whitening saiF;: 
The produce of exotic climes to bear. 

Skim the gr^en wave, or catch the springing golc i 
But where Britannia's hardiest sons unite. 

Thou hurl'st her thundcrs^on the trembling foe : 
Bar'st thybrond breast to meet the coming fight> 

Dar'st the dread shock, or deaVst the vengeful bIow» 
Escap'd the cannons' roar, the wreck, the fire, 

Long shah thou sweep secure the billowy scaa ; 
And laureli'd with the fame thy scars acquire, 

Wave thy proud pendant to the buxom broezc. 
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1 ill envious time— so nature has decreed— 

Seals thy hard fate ; nof can thy merit save ; 
Insidious worms shall on thy vitals feed. 

And give thde ^loWly to ihe watery grave. .' 
Nor at thy hapless destiny repine, " " 

Subject alike to death'« imperious sway. 
The fate of mightiest realms resembles thine. 
Like thee they flourish, and like thee decay, (m) 
But here I shall close this chapter, that the reader mny, 
if satisfactory, or if fatigued, take a rest, before he com- 
mence the ensuing chapter^ aftd I thean to say more oix the 
druidical ceremonies occasionally^ as I anfi well aware that 
many of my readers love variety, 

(m) Gentleman^s Monthly Visitor vol. viii« p. 201. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Awake, my Fair ! the morning breeze 

Blows freshly o*er the sea ; 
The Blackbird, from the waving trees, 

Pours forth hia melody ; 
The sun amid the rosy air 

Now flings his cheering ray. 
The Lark is up — ^then wake, my Fair^ 

To hail the rising day. 



On the west is Duncanstown, once held by the Leslie 
family, a branch of the House of Wardhouse, 

Here stands a small Independent Chapel, pretty- liben^Uy 
supported. 

. Good Lord ! what a sanctified people are ours, • 

Behold how religious a natiooi 
His tools thrown by every tradesman now scourSi 

The country and preHches salvation. 
"With Bible in hand, black coat and white band. 

These Apostles are every where swarming, 
The text they expound with a sanctified sound, 

And descant in a mjanner so charming, 
That young run to hear thein, and old run to hear them. 

The young running Fast are the first to get near them. 
The old coming last on their tiptoes must near them, 

To catch the evangelical echo. 
The currier of skins hark how he begins, ^ % 

His ditty so drawling and holy, 
The crowd in amaze on their oracle gaze, 

And melt at the sound melanctiQlyt 
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Dear brethren, alas ! ye have all gone astray* * 

And your backsliding guides have betrayed you, 
But if you will listen 1*11 point out the way. 

And this Bible's the torch that shall guide you. 
Against the proyd Philistines whiles he*s inveighing, 

For the ark of the Lord they are fainting and dying, 
They're weeping and wailing, loud sobbing and crying, 

And the spirit of sadness broods o'er them, (a) ~ 

The parish of Leslie most undoubtedly is nominated from 
the honourable family of that name, whose progeny are 
found in every country on the Continent; Germany, France, 
Russia, and Poland. In Vienna, they celebrate the Christ-, 
mas holydays with great feasting and rejoicing ; and at this 
festival, they annually elect a King, with all the pageantry 
usually displayed at a coronation. In 1676, Count Leslie 
was chosen their annual Sovereign. 

There were three Generals of the name of Leslie, uua^x 
three potent monarchs at one time. Walter, Count Leslie, 
under the German Emperor; Alexander Leslie, Earl of 
Leven, under the British monarch ; and Pavid Leslie, (after- 
wards Lord Newark) under Gustavus Adolphus, King of 
Sweden. This David vanquished Montrose. 

There is a favourite Scottish air, called " Leslie's March,'* ^ 
now modelled and adapted for the stage, where it is sung 
with great eclat, under the title of " The Blue Bonnets over 
the Border." The original was composed when the Coven- 
anters were plundering and destroying the churches in Scot- 
land, &c. 

Leslie for the Kirk, Middleton for the King, 
But deil a man can gi*e a knock, but Ross and Augustine* 
Bartholomew, first Lord of Leslie, came ov^r with Mar- 
garet, called Saint Margaret, in 1067, in the reign of Mai-, 
colm III. and being highly in favour with that monarch, he 
bestowed on him in marriage a daughter of King Gynaceus, 
father of Queen Margaret; but the ancient name of that 
monarch is lost, being registered in the archives of oblivion. 

{«) -JM^Doaald's Poems. " 
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He had issue> by this matriag^, Malcolm, who was also in 
high estimation with his Majesty, who niade him Constable, 
Governor, and Keeper of Edinburgh Castle for life, after 
he had fortified the castle and city. His Majesty also in- 
stalled him a Knight : and afterwards for his fidelity and ex- 
cellent services, rewarded him with the lands of Fechil in - 
Fife, (now called Leslie) ; afterwards with the lands of In- 
verlapid in Forfarshire^ Faskie in Kincardineshire, Cushnie 
in Mar, and Leslie in the Garioch. He died at a very ad- 
vanced age, in 1120, and was succeeded by 

Lord Malcolm, his son, who gained from King William a 
confirmation charter on all his paternal inheritance, in 1166. 
He had issue Norman, who succeeded as third Lord of 
Leslie, and married Jane, daughter of John Stuart, Lord of 
Lorn, and had issue Leonard, and Bartholomew, who died 
in Lis infancy: and Norman gained fi-om John, Earl of 
Huntington and Garioch, Lord Strathbogie, uterine brother^ 
of William the Lion, confirmation charters under the Great 
Seal on his paternal domains in 1182, and also a charter on 
the lands of Caskieben, (now Kintore) and he was the first 
Earl of Kintore Castle. 

He was succeeded by his son, Leonard, as fourth Lord 
of Leslie, who manned Catharine Moir, heiress of Tasseis 
in Fife, which he also gained by this marriage, which was 
confirmed by William, Abbot of Coupar, He had issue 
Norman, who succeeded as fifth Lord of Leslie, and second 
of that name, who had issUe two sons, Andrew, anu- Walteiy 
first Earl of Ross; he afterwards received from his Majesty, 
Alexander IIL the forest of Leslie, December 4, in the S4th 
year of bis reign. 

He was succeeded by Andrew, as sixth Lord of Leslie, 
who married Jane, daughter of the Earl of Douglas, and 
J^ad issue John, and George, first of Balquhain, By his 
spouse, Andrew became possessed of the lands of Woodfield, 
{now Balmain) and was made Constable of the Castles of 
Kincardine atid Fettercairn. John, on the death of his fa- 
ther, succeeded as seventh Lord of Leslie, and married Mar- 
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garet, daughter of William Hay, Earl of Slain^, and bad 
issue David, and Norman, first of Rothes- 

Sir David succeeded his fether as eighth Lord of Le^lii^ 
and had the appellation of the White Knight givea him, He 
married Elizabeth Leith, heiress of Edingarioch, ^nd with 
her h^d the lands c?f Erlyfield, (I suppose it means Earl^Xd) 
and Premnay. But having no issue, he resigned the L^rd^ 
ship in fevour of his brother Norman, who succeeded to the 
lands and honours. He married Margaretji. daughter of Sir 
Robert Davidson, Provost of Aberdeen, and h^d i^sue 
Alexander: and it was concluded, that Alex«tnder should 
enjoy the Barony of Leslie in the Garioch, and David should 
hold the lands pf Fechil and Ta^seis in Fife, aad frQi» this 
period the title of Lord declined, and that of 3arop, X^li^ 
or Esquire, was substituted. 

Alexander, first , Baron of Leslie, son of David 1^ his 
second spouse, married, first, Margaret, daughter of Andrew 
Leslie, third Baron of Balquhain ; issue Jane, who married 
James Strachan, brother of John Strachan of Thomteii. 
He married, secondly^ Jane, daughter of John Alowait <if 
BalquhoUy ; issiie George, James, and Johp. 

George suqceeded, and marricci Christina, daughter of tlie 
Earl of Rothes; issue Alexander, George, and Beatrix. 
He married, secondly, Violet, daughter of John, Lord' 
Middleton, and widow <rf the proprietor of Thainstone- 
issue, Henry and John. He married, thirdly, Margajreiu 
daughter of Andrew Eraser of Muchills, ancestor of (lie 
Lords of Castje Eraser ; issue Thomas, and WilHain, first 
of Chapeltown. He married, fourtlily, Lucretia Innes- 
issue, Bartholomew and Patrick. 

On the de^th of Kis father, Alexander swc^ieded, and 
married Jane, daughter of John Leslie of New Leslie ; issue 
seven sons, who all died in their minority, and eight daugh- 
ters. Christina nwrried Alexander, son of George Leslie of 
Pitnamon, and with her bad the estate of Leslie ; issue Alex* 
atidef, who had the paternal seat, John who succeeded t& 
Leslio, and \^^alter» ^ 
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John succeeded, and mamed Elizabeth Dempster ; issut ^ 
Peter, who , succeeded, and married Margaret Lumsden^ 
issue George. He married, secondly, Sarah, daughter of ^ 
John Keith of Inverugie, and had issue. 

George succeeded, and married Jane, daughter of Patrick 
Leslie of Lundores ; issue Thomas and George, and was the 
last of that name on the Bhrony of Leslie, {n) 

Arms. — Argent, ou a bend azure, three buckles or ; all 
Within a*double tressure, flowered and counter-flowered gules.- 

Crest.— :A griffin's head. 

Supporters. — Two griffins, all proper. 

Motto. — Grip Fast. 

John Forbes, grandson of Duncan Forbes of Monymusk, 
by Williamj and Mary, daughter of William Douglas, ninth 
Earl of Angus, married the relict of George Leslie, and with 
her had the Barony of Leslie added to the honours of Forbes, 
by charters under the Great Seal, dated November 10, 1580. 
He also held the lands of Balfluig in Alford, where, at a 
BkiliiFCourtheldin the Burgh of Endi vie, August 10, 1648, 
he is designed the Right Honourable John Forbes of Leslie. 

He was succeeded by his son, William, who married Janet, 
daughter of William Sutherland, Lord Doffijs ; and finding 
the castle decaying, pulled it down, and laid the foundation 
of a lesser building, June 17, 1661, adorned with five tur- 
rets. The whole were enclosed within a rampart and fosse ; 
the drawbridge was on the west, and guarded by a strong 
watch tower, which had closed by a gate^ind portcullis. 
Over the gate is the date 164«S, and at the foot the ruins of 
the former buildings are conspicuous. Over the door of th6. 
castle are these words — Hsec corp. sydera mentem : and on a 
window, 1664-, which I take for the year it was completed. 
On many of the pannels are these arms — azure, a crescent 
between three bears* heads, couped or, Forbes j and gules 
parted per fesse, two mullets in chief or, and three cross 
crosletsisable fitched in base, Sutherland. 

Motto. — Without Fear, 



(m) Laures Lcslaeaua; fol. 5, 
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William died k few years after tile ca&tle waisriinishedy ds 
aj^pears by his tombstone in the >church-yard, on which are 
the arms of- Forbes. Crest*-*the sun in full . spkadour. 
Motto-^Spero, with' this epitaph underneadi : . 

Here lyes WiHiam Forbes of Leslie, who liTod fbffy-irre jrearsi and 
departed this Ijfe, Noyember the 12, 1670 years, 

John succeeded his fath^r^ aqd n^arried HdeO) daughter 
of John Scotj^ of Ardron (probably Ardeen); and was the last 
of the naine bn the lands, when they fell inta theLeitk family. 

Proprietor, in 1827, is General Hay. 

It was, formerly a Burgh of Barony, and had a weekly 
market on Thursday, and an annual &ir at Micl)aelmas, by- 
charters and^ letters patent from James JI. to Qeorge, Lord 
Leslie, but these h^te long since fallen into desuetude. 

On the south west of th^ castle is a plaee called ChapeU 
town, where had formerly been a Catholic Chapel ; and near 
this$ on the verge of the road leading, to Alford, is a circular 
hollow called the- Four Lords Sfeat^ or Little John's Length : 
five feet in diameter, and nearly four feet deep, where four 
Lords are said to have sat and dined on their own lands, viz. 
XfOrd Glammis, who held a part of Leslie ; the Lord of Pu- 
tachie, (this appears evidently an anachronism for Drum* 
minor) ; and the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

On the west of the castle is New Leslie, formerly a seat of 
a braiich of the exuberant Laures Leslseana. 

George, first of that place, was fourth son of William 
Leslie, fourth Baron of Balquhain, by his second marriacre 
with Agnes, daughter- of Alexander Irvine of JDioim. He 
married Constantia, daughter of James Ramsay of Dal- 
housie, and had issue Walter and Alexander. 

Walter succeeded, and married Beatrice, daughter of Wil- 
liam Bisset of Lessendrum, and had issue George, Henry 
of Largie, John, William, Michael, Elizabeth, Axmabella^ 
Christina, and Jane. 

George succeeded, and married Margaret, daughter of 
David Dunbar of Grangehill ; issue Wittiam, who succeed- 

2p 
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ed on tbe death' of his father at Pinkie, atid inatlied Marga- 
ret^ daoghter of James Colville of Nowburgh ; i«aite Amlr«fw. 
Hemanried, secondly, Eliasabetby daughter of WiUiam For* 
bes of Barns, isfioe fire dhildred. Joha<£«d¥nlhi)utiflSiit^ 
George who nuirtied Marjory^ daugbtef of WHliai^ Lekh 
of Montgarry. .' 

Andrew sueoeeded) and fnarried Jane Leslie^ and had 
issue John • Gavid who went to France ; and Willlaflfttwho 
died youi^; Jane toarried WiUiam Gordon of Tullyangus ; 
Mary married Micbad Lamg; Ann married Nof turn Leslie, 

John, the heir, was the last fwroprietor of the rtame of 
Leslie on the lands ; he was bt^zed in the chardi of I.,es)ie^ 
iti the Roman Cathoiic form«r He married Ai^fif Ramsay, 
and had issue Grcorge, who entered into holy orders, m the 
Society of Jes«s, where he behaved with a becoming 2eal and 
^ety, and gaine«l many converts in . Scotland, {p} 

I shall give a small sketch of hia life in ther second' Vohime, 
. mider tlie title of brother Al^changeL 

" ■»■■■» ■ ■ " . * " • " — 

(p) Lanres, fol. 89. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Sung ami melody c2^d lighten 
' ' LnlHii tfiat hnai the drooflibg^ul, 
QUd t^e^^iofw of, fttp^ JuM iifi^iten 
Regioiis darkling^ round* the pole 5 
' Cbceriqg >|^fk th»r^ vMrttl iatnisioii^ 
. :lcel#pd sljifei^ng ^bd/9tlie giow,* 
Lapland yr^ds tb rtie illusion, 
Smiles amid eteraai snow. 



4J^erdtC4 JU^cftii^e, 



On the north is the parish of Culsalmond, skirted by the 
Fbudland hills. '' .Vahied rent is £^ lOO Scots. 

Newton was anciently a seat of the Leslies, John Leslie, 
first of l^ewton, mis son of Antire^ Leslie, fifth Earl of 
Kothes, by a third marriage. He was made one of the Loi-ds 
of Session, and was dignified with the insignia of Knight- 
hood by his Majesty Jamijs VL He married Elizabeth Omy, 
daii^hter of Lord Gray, and fend issue John, his successor ; 
Andrew 'wno' ihanied Jane, daugliter of John BaMbiM' ^f 
Grange ; James of Lumquhat, who married Ann, daughter 
irf'^Jaihcs Diek tif Gl^nge; Alexander of Buchriim, who 
married Jane, daughter of Macdonald of Glengarrj^ Mary 
married lames ^ Grant t)f BalfandaHach, Ann married John 
Kirkcaldy of Grange, IsabeBa^ manied Sir Atadrew Dick. 

Sii* John succeeded, and married Jime, daughter of John 
Hay .of Nachton ; issue John, and Elizabeth, who married 
John Dick of Grange ; Mary married Laurence Alton of 
Drunicairne, and Clara died unmarried. ' - 

Sir John succeeded, and married Jaiie, daughter of Wil- 
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liam Melvin of Montcarne, but died without issue^ when 
the lands fell into the Gordon family. 

Newton (formerly Culsalmohd Castle) which was unroof- 
ed iti 1 594, and is now rased ; seat of a branch of the Got-' 
don family. 

Arms. — Azure, three boars' heads erased or. 
Crest. — A dove proper. ' ^ 

Motto, — I Hope. 

Near this is Sheelagreen, also a seat of a branch of the 
Gordon family, as appears by the arras on a stone marshalled 
with those of Hay. At Gateside qf Willl'amston is an ext 
client fabric, seat of Charles Fraser, Ks<j. There are two 
churches here, viz, the Parochial Churph, ai^d an Independ-F 
ent Chapel, 

On the south east is the parish of Rayne ; valued rent is 
sS25,4}3 1 3s. 4d. Scots. The parson was made Deacon of the 
Chapter of St. Machar's, by Richard Pottocht. It is a Burgh 
of Barony. Here was an old house where the Bishop for- 
merly fesided, . :. . r ;: . } 

Near thi§ is Wartle, wcient seat, pf t^ie C.riix4?kshank fa.r 
mily, aQcJ afterwards oftjie Leslies by ^nArriage. - . , 

. Freefield,^ a seat of the Leith family, se/^ p?ge -85. \ . , , 
. Andrew' Logi^^ person her^ in 16*9, wps takep pr^pner by 
the Covenanters*. . . . .- '^ . 

New Rajne, ancient seat ofthf ^crimegor family^ 
Bonny town, ancieat seat of the family pf^S^ood^ ]!4[agda^ 
lene, dai^ghter. of Willian^ .Woody wfis marripd to George 
Leslie of Kincraigie, 

.-. Robert Innes of New Rayne marrie4 Margaret, daughter 
of James Leslie of Aikenway. William L^sli^ pf New Rayne 
was son of John Leslie of Wardhousp, by Marjory Elphia* 
stone, widow of Walter Innes of Artannes. Jqhn Singer qf 
New Rayne meirried Clara, ^ajughter of John Leslie, of 
Wardhouse. > . 

Lentil rk, ancieipt seat of the Arbuthnpt. family, and after- 
wards came to the Leslies by ^marriage. 
■ Rothmais^, ;5eat of a branch pf t;he Forbes family. pfBlaok- 
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(onh John Grant, the former proprietor, purchased Drum- 
minor tor Robert his son> and retired to Leitlifield, and^died 
April 17, 1800, 

Cki the south is Oyne, a ^rish watered by the rivers Gadle 
and Ury, which unite here. The hill of Bein^na*efaie sepa- 
rates part of the parish, so tkat the southern division is water- 
ed by the Don. Valued rent, ^^300 13«. 4d. ScotSi . • 

Castles and Seats,— Tullyfour, Westhall, Hartljill, / Pit*. 
todrie, &<;. . - : , . 

TIhs was a Prebendary annexed to the Chapter of Aber-^ 
<I^n, by Richard Pottocht in J ^6. The Parson was efeief 
Notary, (and often called Rome raker, as in cases of neees- 
sity he w^m obliged to go to Rome for inslructions.(g') One 
of tlie Prebeiids was John Leslie, descended from the family 
of Balquhairi. * He was made Bishop of Ross, and wrote a' 
history of Scotland ; a few extracts from his writings merit a 
place here, as they relate to this parish, where he long offi- 
ciated. 

. I. By a dlspehsatioii granted by Alexander Sandilands, 
'Dean of Caithness, Prebendary of Duffus, and Official of 
Mbrayj in that paTt,\after an examination made inobedienc^ 
to a Bull from Pope Paul III., dated the l^ih of the kalends 
«if April 14^7,- ift fevour of John Leslie sfeholar in Moa-ay, 
fnotj^itt^standing' the defect of his birth, as Buchanan calls 
him a bastard gyte) for being a clergyman, provided in what-*- 
ever benefice he happened to obtain an office, otlierWays the 
fores^d office ishould become void ; which is dated July 9; 
1538.- • "" ••;•-..> ./-..'.:.■ 

II. Item.— ^A deed by Patrick, Bishop of Aberdeen, pro- 
moting Jokil Leslie, clerk of his diocese, to the eliaraeter of 
^.Acolyte in his cathedral church, dated June 15, 154^^. 

III. Itert.---A Ball from Pope Julius, addreissed to the 
Bishop of Nicei the Archdeacon ofTiviotdale, official of the 
cbiirch of Glasgow, and Precentor of the chureh of Moray, 
requiring them to induct John Leslie in to^ die corporal pos-^ 

(g) DougW Tour, p. IM. 
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cefiSMio of the Cwonry of i Aberdeen oiul EUon, Prebeod of 
Abeiideen, and the perpetual Vicaiage of die parish of Dyll<> 
with the pertinents, and to assign him a Stall in* the clioir, 
nrul a pbce in the chapter of the 'cburch of Aberdees^ dated 
ibe «we3 ^ August, 1550* . , 

.. J\\ Item. — A jeommission froip) Wyfiam, Btehop^^f Aber- 
deen, ajjd the Dem ond Cliajpler thereof, ia fefvoyr of Miv 
' Jphn JUslie,. Parson atOyjie imd of JMoitJacb, :Pi^bend>ry 
and Canon of the cathedral church of Aberdeen, 0Jl4 X*H?^* 
ii^y^e^pf both |^w)s, io be Oi8<;ial of the BWxiprick pC-Al^^r- 
d0?ladiiriijgJW«iif^ dated April: 1)8, 1.558*' ... / • 
^, V.;,Itera.r-:ABtinstrvunent of iiuli\9^i^ . aad Jjiyosti^ur*; jij 
favour of Mr, John Leslie,, in. Jjie P^j:$Quage^.j^i>o^ry,:a^id 
Prebendary pf Qyn^ and S^sdl iuitb^ cboir> andiplac^ iathft 
^lapter l^elpngii^ thereof jd»tj^ July 2^:15.58, A^pew 
JLeslie^ notary, . . .. - ; 

VI. Item.— A tack granted by J5>btb AW^t pf t4W?dar/e$, 
to Mr. John Leslie, Parson of Oyne, one of the SenatC3a» of 
the College of JF^^i^ (which, i>ec5ord ^js y/et m the Advocales' 
Library, .<tetad January 26^ 16^, Mr^ David ^^lalWns, 
X^rd Ordinaiy, 'm pi^ce o{ tjie Bi«hop,fjiE il^^. Pre^idcttt) 
of the teiijKisheavQspf the parishes) and Mn^s lytog: witiiin 
theparist^s^Piotray, loVerury, Montk^giie, J^ie-Diim<v 
^Ptecapay, Ifflsch, CufeadnaOttd, L^Iie,^ Eafluimi^i oliaS 
Ch?fij5t'/s Kitkj (ftom.itbift ii ^ppeai»;toh*ve b€ie«it«rijmrat0 
p^7i^) aod ^K^npei^mont, Ifmg vitibin t&e regality ^f.tht 
GariocJi, b^loi^ing to the.ftb^ve Abi^y/ for* the-f^ce affile 
years after the date thereof, for the payment of 650 mwrtei 
d^ed J 5^5. • ", - ' 

VIL Ii;^ip-— A 5writiiig <5OBic0rni)B(g ^hn h0$ltfh Abfeot ^ 
the raonastery of LijiJidores, <)f the order -of Sfc. B&^^ikk m 
tjm dioqese of §t. Aridrew,.his resigrtatio^, ^ibeifo^siiid 
- znoin^s^ry fa comtnemiiun^. dated ^ . Rpq^, ^ 6th ktdetadl 
jofMarch^ iuithefirfit yiear, or ;iiQ6,. ^Tlns^miilBt mea&.l^ 
first year of the Pontificate) ' . '. 

VIIL An instrument of induction and investiture in favour 
of Mr. John Leslie, commendivtor of the raoiiasterv of Lun- 



dorcs, of the Bidhoprick of Ro$s,.with thetower^ fortalice, 
castle, arid palace of the same, situated within tlie Gaifoniy 
of Ross; with all the lands^ rents^ eh]trch6% tetsd^ Biilh^ 
ii^«bod% fishings, and other profits aind comitioditie^,^ bskni^ 
ing ta the said Bishoprick; witit power of cot^ferriog 4%tiU ' 

^ ties and betiefices within die same, dated Ap»iL 20^ I £66* 
(Andrew Thdmsoa, aotorj*;) / '. , 

IX^ Item. — All instrument of induction ahd investiture of 
Jbbn, Bishopof Ross, ofthesdid£i6bo|»*kk^ rights^ imitSy 
and pertineixts tbdraof, by ossighation of the Episcopal seat- 
in the choir, and place in-th&dhaptov cbniorm to the apojt^ 

. tolical ld;ters pftbe Fope^ aa^d the Qn^exi*B admission, dated 
January 21, 1£67» (AlcKapodt^r Peddev md John €r^b»bt^' 
notaries;)' ' ' ''-■■' - • i ' • / ■ 

: X. Itein.-^A mandate fromQu^n Mary «nd Kti^'H^statf 
to tkeiradTOcates, to libel summons of i^e^clioti of att m^ 
iflfeftmentsoffeu Iktm given of lands and possessions, p^t^^ 
taining to tlie Abbacy of Lundoresy )a^ Jofan,^ l^sbop^ of &od%^ 
Cominehdatx)rof the said Abbady5 srhould infbtm tlieai^ and 
to insist diligently in the pursuit of the said n^ductiims^ dated 
Jnne 1, 1567* • . 

XL Item,— An order from Queen M^wy and King Hemy, 
to the Treasurer and Lords Commissidnei^ for confirmation: 
of feus, not to confirm any charters 4rf feu farm of lantl: or 
possessions, ii^^tainiiig to the Aiibey of Luttdores, without 
advice, and qonsent of a. rever^fKl Father iit Gbd, And tfieir 
trusty counsellor John, Bishop of Iloss, commendatoj^ of tlie 
said Abbey, dated Jiine 0, 1^7* 

XIL Item.— A Precept of Sm^irle, gvaiitcd by Mtoi^ 

Bishop of Rass^ for infe&iug' AtcKibald Bfowq^ of Mukersy,; 

in tte office of heritable Constable of the Bishop's patocey 

and hereditary Baillie ot^ the saitj Blshoprick, and keiutabfe 

- Dliector 'of the Feny Bortt At the Ness, proeeedit^ wjiijoh a 

- charter granted by him»o£tlie foresaid pfflccs, dated O<*ober 
17, 1567. (r) ..: . ./;.:... 

. . * i ! . ' >, . ' • ■ . ■ • ^ ■' - 

* . • ' : 1 i-„-J. • ■ ■ ■ • — , 

(r) Keith's CatulogVKs p, 1»8, 
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Before leaving the church I shall, for thfe arnnsetnem of 
my readers, take a few extracts from the parochial Session 
Books, opening 99 years after tbei.transbtion of John Leslie, 
Parson'of Oyne, to the Bishoprick of Ross : in tliese extracts 
will be found the most eccentric records of the manners of 
Qur fathers, and we will see the simplicity of tlie age^^but 
unfortunately few of these books are to be found. 

166S» May 21) the sd day, Isbel Crombie of Ardaine, 
was dilated for iibusing b^lrself by drunkeritiess on the j^b- 
bath-day, and ordained to be summoned ,to the next'Ses- 
sione* {$) [With clerical authority no doubt-J 

(A person convitJted of drunkenness iii courts or before a 
Judge or Justices in their ^proper limits, shall forfeit Five 
Shillings tp the poor, to be levied and employed in tlie pen^ 
aliies of stat. 1. James I* cap. 7» and in case of poverty to 
remain in the stocks six hours* , And being convicted a se^ 
cond time, he shall be fined jBIO, and to find two sureties 
for his good behaviour.) (t) 

June 24f, 1610, it is by the general consent as aforesaid 
proclaimed, that as oft as any man or woman shall be found 
drunk hereafter, the party so offending, if not in ability to 
pay a fine, shall, for the first offence, be put in the stocks, 
and for the second tied to the whipping-post,^ and for the 
tliird offence to be whipped thereon, (a) 

1663, May*31, the sd day after sermone, the Minister 
and Elders being convened, and after prayer, (preludium) 
Isbel Crombie (nigro carbone notatus) being called, com- 
peared, and she being ane ignorant fool, (indicta causa dam- 
natus) the Sessione thought fit yat the Minister should 
sharplie rebuke her, qch he did, premising, yet if ever she 
should be found guiltie of such miscarriage in time coming, 
yat she should be severally ptmislied. 

Julie 26,' the sd day, Patrick Mearns, .in Cotts of Pit- 
todrie^ was delaited (virtuti nuncium reinisit) for swearing 
ane bluidy oath, as by Christ his wounds. 

August 2, the sd day, Patrick Mearns being laiilie (law* 

> 

(0 Scotsman*s Library, {t) Statute i. of Jam« V. («) LawsofMano; p. 9S. 
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fully siraimdhed, was called, and compeared, and -being 
challenged of the forsd oath, he denyed it, and the witnesses^ 
that could prove any thing in relation being trithin the 
parish of Logic Durnoch, (now united to Chapel ofGarioch) 
the kirk officer vwas ordained to desire of the Minister of 
Logic Durndch to summone them to appear before, the 
Sessione. (5) . . 

I'he reformed clergy exerted themselves to put a stop to 
the vice of profane swearing, and bbtained an act of Parlia- 
ment against those who swear abhominable aithes, execra- 
tiones, and blasphemations^ of the name of God, swear' and 
, in vain be his precious blud, bodie, passion, and wounds, as 
devil stick cummer, gore ruf them, and sax uthir ugsome' 
aithes. 

In 1581, the penalties of these acts were repealed, .and 
there is an intimation in Uie act, that women-had their share 
in this disgracefull vi^e, and they are not to escape punish*^ 
ment if afterwards guiltie. {t) 

i664fy January 31, John Thomson and his wife being 
called, compeared, and being challenged for absence from 
divine worship, the said John had no relevant excuse from 
himself J ergo, he is ordained to make proffesione of his re- 
pentance before the congregatione, the next Lord's day, and 
to pay six shHlings and fourpence. 

February 7, compeared Patrick Mearns, according to 
citas, (citations) who being found guiltie of the forsaid oath, 
on account of his poverty, was ordained to make proffesione 
of his repentance before, the congregatione, ay till he gave 
signs of his repentance to tie satisfactione of the Minister and 
congregatione* 

March 20, Patrick Mearns made the proffesione of his 
repentance, paid four shillings, and was absolved by advice 
of the sessione. 

Ale5tander Davidsone declaired, that ^Stephen Davidsone 

(s) Scotsman's Library, 449.. U) Jbltl. p. 550. 

2i2 
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in Pitmachie, and his godsone Alexander Harper, and fii^ 
wjffe, being formerly at variance, were desired by him to 
agree, but they would not, therefore it is ordained, (as it is 
well }cnown that he has bqen guiltie of witchcraft, in causing 
dogs for to foUow him) yat they be excommunicated from the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ay till he gave satisfactione. 

1665, September 10, the Minister reade ane order from 
his Maj. for keeping a fast upon ye 13 of yis instant, for agbod 
^uecesse to his Maj, uavall forces, qch he seriouslie. recom* 
mended to the congregatione. 

November 5, Robert Dnncane, the collector, did regrate 

' yat there was some liT^passable money in ye poor's box, yer- 

for he is ordered look at ye money did not passe, and ac* 

count yrofFye'next day yrefter, to be accomptabile for qt he 

receivedr 

November 1 2, anent unpassable money, the collector re** 
ported yat ther wer five groats and fourty penny pieces yat 
would not passe, ~ 

December 31, William Davidsone being called, com- 
peared, who being challenged upon the sine of fornicatione 
with IsbeU Urquhart, who was then present, confessed, and 
they were both ordained to mak>e the professions of their re- 
pentance according to order. 

(It is ordained, that the Elders enquire after and present 
all adulterers, fornicators, bla^hemei:s, drunkards; and 
- June 24, 1 594, that they make careful enquiry if any person 
or persons refuse to attend the church.) 

1666, March 11, anent William Davidsone, tlie Minis- 
ter declaired yat he did find feu or no favorable signs of re- 
pentance in him, therfor it was^ thought fitt be the Session©, - 
that the said William Davidsone should forbear to niake 
publiek professione of his repentance upon the pillar, till the 
Minister should converse with him at farther length, in pri- 
vate, a«d teach hhn the duti6 of repentance. (Attendetibi.) 

Aprill 8, the Sessione agreed with David Tarn, wright in 
Old West Ha, for to build ane stuill pf repentance for sax* 
pounds, and ordained Robert Dnncane the Collector for to 
pay liim. 
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Julie 29, Margat Emslie compearing before thie Sessioue, 
offered ane bear ruck she had to be furth coming to the uSe 
of the Sessione, and gave ane plaid worth lour pounds x]ch 
was given to the officer, and it is ordained th^t she shouki 
<;nter on the professione of her repentance. 

October 1 4, Margat Euislie made her professione of her 
repentance, was iined six diiilings, and was absolved. 

1672, May 26, the said day Robert Morgan was admitted 
Schoolmaster and Clerk to the Sessione, for the ensuing half 
year, from fhe date of the present, and for publick reading 
and precenting in the church ; for qch four bolls of victuKl is 
to be paid to him of the paroche, with ten pounds of money 
from the sessione, and the ordinary coiledge fee» for teaphr- 
ing any children, as shall happen to come to him, during 
the said space. 

1673, March 16, the Minister and Elders^ considering 
how God's worship was molested by dogs in the itirk, de- 
sired the Collector to cause make ane dog clip. 

March 23, John Meldrum, the Collector, declaired, that 
he had caused make ane dog clip, and delivered it toth^ 
officer, and it was appointed that one of the Elders, vi«. 

' Patrick Martaine, should wait on the next Lord's day, hif 
twixt the second and third bell, and cause those who brought 
dogs to the Kirk, either themselves or their servants, to take 
the clip and draw them to the church styll-; and it ,was or- 
dained, that those who disobeyed to do so shopld be caused 
satisfie as occasioners of Sabbath breaking* 

October 21, a day of fasting and humiliation, by virtue of 
act of the last assemblie holden at Aberdeen, and that be- 
cause of the reigning power of sinne in the l^ud, which is 
the cause of the storininess of the weather. 

November 23, the sd day,. John Henrie was elected Kir^ 

* Officer for the ensuing half year, and was ordained to get 
four merks and two pair of shoes, in the forsaid time, witli 
the * other causualities to him, viz. six shillings and eight 
pennies for eveiry marriage, three shillings and four pennies 
for every baptisme, thirteen shillings and four pennies fqr 
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every burial, and three sliiJ lings and four pennies for every 
one charged to the public place of repentance. 

1674, January 13, the Collector ordained to cause make 
ane caise to the sand glasse. 

May 20, the sd day the Minister, Heritors, and Tenants, 
convened after sermone, being publicly called by the Minis- 
ter, for taking some effectual course for repairing the church 
yar4 dyke ; and it being agreed y t every Heritor, or ane for 
him, should draw lots qch of them should begin : they did 
SQj and the first lot fell to Buchanstone, the second to the 
land of Hart Hill, the third to West Hall, the fourtli to 
Pitmedden, the fifth to Rettie's pleugh, the sixth to Sheth- 
end's pleugh, the seventh to the lanids of Rye Hill, the 
eighth to the town of Firboggs, and the ninth to Newlarids ; 
it being ordained, that every pleugh should have for their 
proportion four ells in length and two ells in height, (at pre-? 
sent it is not four feet higli, and in some places not three) and 
yt every ane should keep up their parts in tym coming, and 
the two publick stylls, ane to be built and roantained by the 
common good, together with some seven ells upon the north 
end of the sd dyke, which^ was over and abpve the division, 
the amount of which should be made up by the paroch. 

June 27j intimation was ^iven off ane collection to be 
gathered next Lord's day for two Christians, Scotsmen born« 
who were under the Turkish slaverie. 

-1680, January 21, the sd day it was enaqted, yt iff any 
person within the parochin should be found guiltie of Sal>' 
bath breaking, in tyme coming, ^ither by i^uying or selling 
in any thing, the money should be efficiate, or iff any should 
deliver or receive money, or fee servants, then and in that 
paise, the money delivered or fee, should be confiscate, and 
the parties punished as said is. 

- February 15, tl^e Minister did intimate from pulpite, thalf: 
whosoever russets beggars should be delet to the Sherriff. 

1683, March 25, ane fastis to be kept upon Wednesday 
next, becatise of the crying sins of drunkeness, and adultery, 
and swearing, and for invocating God's blessing tipon the 
HaiTcst, - ' . 
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1684', May 4, an Act of Council enjoyning a publick fast 
fpr the last stormy winter, and extraordinary l^te season, 
was publickly read. 

I68T5 Julie 10, intimation was given by a prayer, saying 
that none should resett, or give maintainance to no vaga- 
bonds or Egyptians. 

Julie 31, the Parson did publipkly Inhibite die people not 
to resett, harbour, nor entertain, the Egyptians so called, 
(q.d. fc^rtune-tellers) and in particular the people in Pit*- 
machie, otherways he told them, they might come to farther 
trouble, (u) 

(All Egyptians coming into this realm shall forfeit all their 
goods, and shall depart the realm within fifteen days or be 
imprisoned. — 1 stat. 23 Hen. ,VI." cap. 10.) 

1688, February 12, ane order was read, commanding ane 
fast to be kept, bec^iise hir ^gracious Highness the Queen 
was pregnant. 

June 24, ane act was read by the King's speciall com- 
mand, for ane day of thanksgiving and praise for the birth of 
a sone, the Duke of Albany, and Prince of Wales. 

1701, the Minister requiring a Kst of the church utensils, 
there was found two basins, one for baptisme water, and the 
other for the communion bread, three pewter cups, one 
dornick table cloth, and ane old mortcloth of bishop satine. 

March 26, the Sessione taking into their serious consider- 
ation the horrid ablises that are committed at peay (penny) 
bridals, (vulgo, siller marriages) to the great- dishonor of 
God, and scandall of the Christian religion ; considering 
also, that the use of Bagpipes doe in a great measure occa-; 
, sion that lascivious and unchristian carriage which is com- 
mon at marriage feasts, did tlierfor forbid the same, an4 
whosover should contraveen this enactment forfeits their 
pledge. 

1717, January 20, the sd dayes collection was given to 
George Thomson, for a Jow to the Bell. 

June 30, anent Mary Leslie, th€ Minister reported, that 

(m) Scotsman's Library. 
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she was to appear next Sabbath, upon the pillar, and be re- 
buked, and that she had promised to furnish a sackcloth for 
herself, {v) 

The Session Book of Cortachie, Forfarshire, records, that 
there will be no Sermon at Cortachie on Sunday, as the Mi- 
nis:ter will l^e at Clova, at the trial of ^ witch, {w) 

Near this is Hart Hill, ancient seat of the Abererombies. 

Humphry Abercrombie obtained a charter from King Robert 

' Bruce, on the lands of Hart Hill, Ardeen, pro horaagio et 

servrtio suo, as the charter bears, which, is sjtill extant, about 

the year 1315. 

He was succeeded by his son Alexander, who acquired 
from Patrick Hay of Dundee part of Ardeen, to be held of 
him and his heirs in feu et heriditate, and his seal is append- 
ed, witnessed by William, Bishop of Aberdeen, Sir John 
Penstoh, and Lord David Fleming. This charter was 
granted in the reign of David II. 

He Tras succeeded by his son Alexander, wlio was design- 
ed of Pitmithcn, (Pitmedden) as is vouched by a precept 
from the Court of Chancery, by James HI. for investing the 
said Alexander in the lands of Hart Hill, Pitmithen, Pit- 
maehy, Halton, and Ardeen, in Comita de Garioch. The 
instrument of sasihe h dated August 14,- 1484, the 25t}i of 
his Majesty's reign. 

He was succeeded by James Abercrombie of Ley and 
Birk^nbog, who was also designed of Pitmithen, and Txiar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Sir flames Ogilvie of Finlater 
and DeskfoFd. He fell at Flodden in 1513, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son George of Pitmithen, who married Chris- 
tina, daughter of James Barclay of Gartly; issue James, 
who succeeded, and married Marjory, daughter of William 
Hay,' Earl of ErroUj issue Alexander who 'succeeded, and 
married Margaret, daughter of James Leslie of Pitcaple, 
and had Alexander who "succeeded him, and taiarried MaN 
garet, daughter of William Leslie of Balquhain ; issue, James 
of Birkenbog, and Alexander of Fetternear. (.r) ' 

(«) Scotsman's Library. («•) Ibid. ' (j) Nisbct, vol. ii. aj)p. p. 123. 
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It then became the property of tie Keith family, whd 
.bore or, a cross croslet fitcbed azure, between two crescents, 
and a fusil in base, {y) 

It afterwards came to the Leiths, and of this ancient and 
honourable family I can advance nothing beyond Patrick de 
Lethe, who, in the reign of William the Lion, in 1120i 
^ was settled on the lands of Edingarioch ; from this branch 
are descended the Leiths of Leith-hall, Overhall, Mont* 
garry, &c. 

Patrick Leithj first of Hart Hill, was third son of Harry 
Leith of Barns, who received as his patrimony these lands, t 
He married Clara, daughter of John Leslie, second Baron 
of Wardas, as isr seen in*th6 Charter under the Great Seal, 
from James- V. (z) 

The Charter is in effect the disposition of the feu made by 
the superior to the vassal, and when it is first granted it is 
called an original charter or right ; and when it is renewed, 
it is called a right by progress, and proceeds either upon re- 
signation, when the lands are resigned in the superior's 
, hands for new infeflmenti either in favour of* the vassal him* 
self, or of a third person, or by confirmation, when thesu- 
^ perior confirms .the right formerly granted ; and if it is to be 
held from the disponer of the superior, it is called in law 
a mcy (to me) and is a public right, ai>d is still drawn back 
to the date of the right confirmed : but if the confirmation be 
only of rights to be held of the vassal, it is called de me, (of 
me) and is a base right, the effect of this charter being to 
secure against forfaiilture, or recognition (examination) of 
the superior, all which are voluntary rights ; but if they are 
granted in obedience to a charge up6n apprisihg,( valuation) 
or adjudication, then they are necessary. If the charter, con- 
tains a clause de novodamus, then it has the effect of an 
original right, and secures against all casualities due to the 
suj)erior. In charters, the first thing expressed is for ^hat 
cause it was granted, and if it was granted for love ; but if 

(y) Nisbet, vol. i. p. 74. {z) Baronage^ p. 530. 
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from a lucrative causey or for a price, It is called Onerous; 
' The second consideration in a charter is the diq>ositive 
clause) containing the lands that are disponed; (in Scotland) 
the charter will give right to no limds but what are cdntain^ 
ed in this clause., (a) 

By this charter he was served Heir, and his ofS^ring. He 
had issue John and Christina, who, after her marriage, re*- 
ceived from Qu^en Mary a charter of a life-rent on tl^e in* 
town of Knock Reach, dated February 10, 1547. 
- Patrick died in theend of the reign of Queen Mary, and 
• John succeeded. He married Beatrice Fraser, . by whom he 
ha^ issue Patrick, Peter^ George, Magdalen, and Marga- 
ret. Peter married Elizabeth, daughter of William Udny 
of Udny, and received a charter on the lands of Muir Hil- 
lock, Lonhead, and part of Bonnytown, dated September 
22, 1605. George was proprietor ofTreefield, now Free- 
field, and married Ellen,- daughter of John Leith of Mont- 
^rry. Margaret married George Leith of Barjis, and re- 
ceived as a dowry, 20 shillings from the house and lands of 
Newlands, by a charter under the Great Seal, dated July 
SI, 1599* John gained a charter under the Great Seal, 
dated March 3, 1611, on the lands and kirktown of Rayne, 
with the Alehouse Croft thereof. 

On his death, in 1612, he was succeeded by Patrick, 
who had Patrick, John, {b) and George who was settled on 
thi lands of Craig Hall, and carried or, a cros? croslet 
fitghed sable, between two crescents in chief, and three fusils 
two and One in base, azure, all within a bordure indented 
of third. 

Crest. — A hart standing at gaze, proper. 
' Motto. — Trev to the end. 

' Patrick died in 1629, and was succeeded by his son Pat- 
rick, who erected the castle in 1658, as appears by a stone, 
on which the date, and these words — anno nostrum libera?, 
are seen. Patrick was an eiitei7>rising person, of an uu- 

(a) Mackctaie, j>. D7. (6) Baronage, p. 230. 
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daunted resolution, and most inviolably attached to the Royal 
Family, who honoured him with a commlsstoii for raising 
a troop of borse ; luid although he well enough knew how to 
raise the men, yet his whole difficulty was how to eqiiip 
them, but his military g^us and heroic spirit soon sur- 
mounted that obstacle, by forming a sttatagem which sue-* 
ceeded to fais^ wish. On hearing that Sir John Forbes of 
Craigievar was come to Inverury with a troop of hoi^se, he 
coalesced-his most daring and enterprising friends, to whom 
he communicated hts design. Accordingly, they went on 
the night to Inverury and made Craigievat's men all pri-> 
soners, mounted his own men on the horses^ proceeded to 
the field, and made a grand figure in a few days, so that 
Modtrose applauded his courage greatly. But he had the 
misfortune to he captured by the parliamentary forces, and 
this brave young officer was escorted to Edinbur^, and 
beheaded with his companion, John Gordon of Newton, 
October 26, 1647-^ 

. ^He had no issue, and therefore was succeeded by his - 
brother John, who married Jane Forbes, is$ue William and 
Ann. He also was strenuously engaged in the royal cause, 
and although a young man, endured many hardships, (r) 

Nathaniel Gordon stout and bold^ 
Did fi>r King Charles wear the blue ; 

But the cavaliers they all were sold, 

And brar-e Hart Hill a chevalier too. (c^ 
John Leith wa^^ a determined loyalist, and hateji the co- 
venanters, but not without good reason. His father, a 
haughty high spirited Baron, and chief of the Leith clan, 
chanced, in 1639, to sit down in the desk of Peter Leslie of 
Eden, Provost, in the kirk of Aberdeen. He was thrust 
out disgracefully by the officers, and using somie threatening 
language to the Provost, was imprisoned like a felon for 
many months, until he became furious and insane, and near-' 

{c) Baronage. ^(</) Border Minstrelsy, tol. iti. J. IQ?- 

2 R • . 
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]y mad. Having got free of the shackles with which he was 
loaded) he used bis liberty by coining tp the tol booth window, 
where he uttered the most violent language and horrible 
^threats against Provost Leslie, and the other covenanting 
-magistrates, by whom he had been so severely treated. 
Under pretence of this new offence, he was again taken and 
sent to Edinburgh, where he remained a prisoner for a length 
of time; and so fierce was his temper, that no one woukl 
give surety for his keeping the peace with his enemies, if set 
at liberty- At last he was set at freedom by Montrose, 
when he made himself master of Edifiburgh. . 
I The house of Hart Hill was dismantled and miserably 
'pillaged by Sir William Foibes of Craigiev^r, who expelled 
his wife and children with the most relentless barbarity and 
inhumanity, (or rather wantonly, with ferocious cruelty de- 
prived them of life. — Vide Spalding's Troubles.) Mean- 
while young Hart Hill was the associate and companion of 
Nathaniel Gordon, whom he accompanied in plundering the 
fair at Elgin, and at most of Montrose*s engagements. He 
retaliated on the covenanters by ravaging and burning their 
lands, (e) His misfortunes also appear from the parliamen- 
tary records, by a petition and representation of John Leith 
of Hart Hill, and Jane Forbes his spouse, with' their daugh- 
ter Ann, wherein they set forth, that the Baron was taken in 
the House of Lesraoir, with several others, on capitulation, 
for freedom of the tolbooth of Edinburgh, and was ordered 
to be emancipated on a motion by the Earl of Lothian, on 
granting 10,000 merks as a caution for his good behaviour. 
He also lost his digpity of Baron in 1648,' but he survived 
not long this disgrace, as he died August 1, 164-9. 

William his son succeeded, and married Jane, daughter 
of John Leslie of Pitcaple, and had issue Patrick, George, 
and William, who both signed a disposition ofall right they 
could pretend to have to the lands of New Rayne, Barrels- 
dykes, &c. to -and in favour of Marjory Leith, heiress of 

(e) ^rdcT Minstrd«y, vol. iii» p. 184. 
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George Leith of New Rayne, December .17, 1679, and wit\ 
nessed by John Leith of Kairden. 

Patriclr succeeded his father, and married Jane Ogilvie, 
by whom he had issue Patrick, James, and Walter, He 
was the last proprietor of the name,/^ and from this time 
the castle went to decay. 

Arms. — Or, a cross croslet fitched azure, between two 
crescents in chief argent — Leith; and a bend ofthcssecond, 
between three cross croslets sable — Mar ; and as many fusils 
gules— Leith. 

Crest. — ^A cross croslet fitched of the second. 

rSnpporters. — Two horses gorged, maned, and chained, 
proper. 

jiotto.— True tothe End. 

(f) Baronage, p. 230, 
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CHAPTf:R XX. 



Across the tide and the green mount a^'end, 

AVhere flexile 6bre8 with each breeze doth bend, 

And th^re behold among the tu£ted trees. 

That move elastic with ea«ih gentle breeze, 

Where feather'd myriads breathe their aeolian theme, 

And in soft spng still laud the power supreme ; ' 

West Hall half hid, and ivy clasped towers. 

Where potent Horn in pleasure spent his hours. 

Still is the lyre, no aged ninstrd's song 

Tells of their feats, *mid the Germanic: throng. 

But from the boughs the Throstle opes his throat, 

And mourns his absence in a plaintive note, Eis 



On a beautiful eminence, adorned with rows of trees grace- 
fully disposed, stands the castleated dome of West Hall, antl, 
seat of the Horns of Horn and West Hall. 

The sirname is very ancient among the continental courts, 
where, in the Venetian States, they are cdled Cornare, and 
in some parts Coniu and Cornus, which in English is Horn. 
After the Goths had evacuated Sweden, the Horns settled 
on the Maese, and erected the castle ^nd city of Horn, on 
the verge of that river, Horn in Holland, and Hornburgh 
in Low Germany, and a great many other castles and towns, 
of which, although at first they had tlie sovereignty, yet since, 
many of them have been wrested from their founders,, and 
ret^iin nothing more than the name and arms. The House 
of Horn is indeed the most ancient and illusti'ious among all 
the Seventeen Provinces, and for its antiquity, power, and 
' high alliances, deserves to be pkced among the Soyereigiv 
States : it being illustrated, that the Lords of that House 
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liave posscssetl their estates without any depcntlencc or horn* 
age to any other prince, and' were absolute sovereigns of the 
country on the Maesie, and as such coined and issued money^ 
with their own impression, which is yet current in the county 
of Liege. Gille, a monk of Arvale, in his Annals of the 
-Bishops of Liege, wrote his history of th^ noble family from 
the year 170L . . ^ 

Conrade, Count de Horn, associated with tlie Bishop of 
Liege and the Earls of Naniur and Luxemburgh, for keep- ^ 
ing the peace of the country, and excuseth his going back 
no farther, because, many years before that time, the Nor- 
mans, by t barbarous irruption on the Maese, burnt down ' 
churches, with records and monuments of antiquity, where- 
by the memory of preceding as it was, might have been 
transmitted to posterity. 

This illustrious and independent family lost their sove- 
reignty in 1106, by William L associating with the neigh- 
bouring Princes against Henry V. who, by bis imperial 
power, had divested the Duke of Limberg of the Dutchy of 
Qrabant, and gave it to Godfrey, Duke of Lorraine, which 
they thought was of bad example ; and although at first the 
means was doubtful, yet at last the victory inclined to the. 
imperial side, whereby the Count, after 4X siege in his own 
city of Horn, was obliged to capitulate, and buy his peace 
at the rate of his independency, and from a free and absolute 
Prince, became a feudatory of the Roman Empire. 

The Counts of {Iorn» «s Knights of the Golden Fleece, 
bear the paternal arms xof Horn. Their lands were erected 
into a Principality by Charles last King of Spain, in the per- 
son of Eugene Maximilian, Prince and Count of Horn, in 
1677, whose son, Philip Emanuel, Priqce and Count, was 
Lieutenant General to his Catholic Majesty, and Grandee 
of the first order in ^uiin. From his youth he was well in- 
structed in the tactics of war, and stood many fixed battles 
both in Hungary against the Turks and also at home ; and 
after many sigjial services done for the support of the Spa- 
nish diadem, he paid the debt to nature at Brussels, iu . 
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consequence of the wounds be had received at Ramilies. 

This most illustrious and potent family was' represented by 
Maximilian Jimanuel, Prince and Count de Horn Orier- 
court, Count of Bassigne, Hautkirk, Balliul, &c. He was 
at Brussek, August 31, 1695, and married Lady Charlotte 
Mary Bruce," only daughter of Rqbert Bruce, Earl of Elgin 
and Aylesbury, a male branch of the royal family of Bruce 
by the Couqtess Sanau, by a second marriage, and is nothing 
behind his noble ancestors. 

The family of Horn have not only matched with the greats 
est families in Europe, but have also entered into the imperial 
line of blood, Gerard, the first Count de Horn, married^ 
1 S06, Emergand, daughter of the Emperor Albert. William 
VI. married Elizabeth of Cleves, whereby Theodore their 
son succeeded to hi» grandfather's estates. 

Mary de Horn married the renowned John (or rather I 
think Alexander) Stuart, Earl of Mar, nephew to King 
Robert III. and gained with her the Lordships of JOuffil and 
Walhem. He was among the first of our Scottish heroes, 
and obtained several glorious victpries abroad, and van- 
quished Donald of the Isles at Harlaw in 1411. 

The IJouse. of Orange bears the hunting horns on Uieir 
arms and on the^ coins, for the Lordships of Sichem and 
Diest, got by a match with the House of Horn. 

It is from this illustrious and ancient House of Horn we 
see Generals, Noblemen, and honourable Families, descend- 
ed,' in most parts of Europe, who, in each age, have made 
a splendid appearance in some parts thereof. In Sweden they 
afforded a long line of undaunted heroes, from Sigismund III: 
son of William, Fourth Count de Horn, who was sent by his 
father as an au:{i:iliary to Magnus IV. King of Sweden, 
against the Muscovites ; since which time, the honourable 
race have been either Generals, Colonels, or Senators, of 
that kingdom, and have greatly enlarged the dominion and* 
glory thereof. 

Gustavus Horn, General under the great Gu^tavus Adol- 
phus, and Marshal of France, was descended of this branch. 
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and was always victorious until the battle of 'Norlingeni 
which was Jought against his advice, where 12,000 Swedes 
lay dead on the field, and many were niade prisoners^ 
Among the prisoners was the valiant Gustavus. He was 
received by Ferdinand, King of the Romans and Hungary, 
who commanded for the Emperor, with every mark of esteem 
due, to so great a person, and after a few months generous 
entertainment had his liberty restored, and was one of the 
administrators to the crown of Sweden during the minority 
of Queen Chi'istina, 

Count Henry Horn, nephew to Gustavus, as he succeed* 
ed to his uncle in his vast estates, endeavoured to pursue his 
example in arms, and beirtg General of the Swedish army, 
not exceeding 30,000 soldiers, he, by a ccmp de main, totally 
vanquished 50,000 Poles and as many Tartars, who had 

~that day come over as auxiliaries, they being separately' «i- 
camped, an action worthy to be recorded to futurfe posterity. 
As in the Roman world, the race of Horn not only aifibrd- 
ed great Generals but also able Statesmen, so indie Swedish 
world, Count Arvid Horn was High Chancellor of Sweden 
during the last King's reign, and gave great proofs of his 
consummate abilities at such a critical juncture; and at the 
great Congress, held at Luhec in 1651, Lord Chancellor 
Horn, for Prussia, contributed very much with the Imperial, 
French, Swedish, and other Ambassadors, to the peace of 
Crermany. ^ ' 

There is yet a Swedish General, no less to be noticed 
than many of those we have mentioned, Henry 'Rodolph 

' Horn, Senator of the kingdom. Major General and Com- 
mander in Chief at Nai*va, who, with only 1800 soldiers, 
defended that city against 100,000 Muscovites for three 
months, whereby he afforded his Majesty a noble and glo- 
rious scene, November 29^ 1700, in beating that numerous 
army, and taking more prisoners than there were soldiers in 
the Swedish army. He was closely engaged in all his Ma- 
jesty'^s counsels, whom he represented in sitting at dinner on 
King Stanidaus right hand, and conducted the Queen on 
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the day of his coroncttion* ^ In Greece, ,aiiiK> 1688, General 
^HcoTi commanded the anny, took Athens, and gave seveTal 
signal defeats to the Turks. 

. There was another valiant General of this name. Count 
Bassigne, Grasback, &c. of which House Maximilian was 
Great Chamberlan to the Emperor Charles V. and in ano- ' 
ther Chapter, held at Middleburgh, 1515, was made Knight 
of the Golden Fleece. 

Stradii mentions a brave patriot, William de^ Horn, a 
yoiing Lord, Baron of Horn and Governor of Brussels, who 
at the shaking <^ of the Spanish yoke, ordered Glunes, Go- 
vernor of Brabant, to enter the palace, and make all those 
of the Spanish faction prisoners. He restored peace to that 
city, then in a great commotion. He was 'still faithful to his 
Sovereign, althmigh with many others mistaken, and lost his 
head in the cause. 

In England, they appear in Toga et Saga, i. e. at the 
Pulpit and Bar. Robert Horn was Bishop of Winchester, 
and Prelate of the Garter; and Andrew Horn, that erudite 
mirror (rf justice, wrote a treatise in the reign of Edward I. 
that displayed his emtnency in the laws. 

Robert Horn, with the Lord Falconbridge, led the van 
of Edward IV.'s army in 1461, and obtained a glorious 
though bloody victory. Sir William, son of Thomas, Horn 
ofSnailwell, for his bravery, was elevated to the dignity of 
Knighthood by Henry VII. in the field, and was afterwards 
Lord Mayor of London. And to conclude, in ancient arid 
modern history we find not any name aiFording more brave 
Generals and valiant soldiers, than the House of Horn. 

This illustrious stem, whose branches like a lofty Cedar 
have spread over all Europe, sent over a scion to flourish un- 
der the genial atmosphere of Caledonia^ planted by the roj^al 
band* David, King of Scotland, during the invasion of Ba- 
liol, was forced to seek refiige in France, where he spent 
much of his youth. There Admiral Otho de Horn, third 
son of Gerard, Count de Horn, High Admiral in that king- 
dom, performed maiiy signal services to his Mnjesty, and 
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afterwavils sent liis kinsman, John de Horn, ia congra^ 
tulate his Majesty on bis emane^atian from EngHfib capti*^ 
vity ♦. David was so well pleaded with the m^ssengeF^ that he 
thought proper to retain him near his oWn persjWi, and as a 
reward for the favours he received from that house, gave 
him his cousin Janet^ daughter of Sir WiUiaih Eraser of 
Cowie, i^econd son ^and heir male of Sir Alexander Fraser, 
first Chamberlain of Scotland, in marriage. After the mar- 
riage, his Majesty gave them the lands of Glenlyon, as is 
elucidated by thefoUmving charter: 

We David, by tlie grace of Ood, Krag of Scotland, &c* 
Be it known, that we here give to our faithful and beloved 
friend, John de Horn, and to our cousin . Janet^ his spouse, 
so highly esteemed by us, tb^ lands of Glenlyon iti Atholi 
with all the rights aud pertinents, as a free tenure, and tore* 
main heifeditary. In testimony of this donation,^ we there** 
fore grant thes^ charters under the royal seal, to be appeiid^ 
cd' thereto. Witnessed by Patrick, Bishop of Brechin^ ' 
Cliamberlain of (Scotland; Robert Stuart, Seneschal of Scot* 
land, Earl of Strathern ; Sir Robert Erskine, and Sir Archi- 
bald Douglas.. Perth, March 12, in the 59th year of our 
reign. 

These lands continued in this fanaily until after the ret&pa 
of James I. from England, when difjferehces arose in the 
royi^l famih', and this house among others suffered greatly 
thcrdby* 

John Horn of Hofn and Wester HaU, tlie representative 
of that house, carries the paterpal arias, and in agreatB3ea-« 
sure restored the brea€h€s made by his predecessors : £»*, in 
the last civil war^ John and Aisdrew Horn raised a great 
force for the service cf Charles 11. their royal master, whom 
they attended to Worcester, and by this means James, . the 
younger brother, was deprived of all his paten^al inl|eritanc«! 
while a child, unless some, sm^l reversions. When Jobti^ 
who commanded a tr0op of horse, was killed^ Andrew fled to 
Sweden, where lie was kimlly received and advanced by 
Count J lenrv Horn, the then Hwedibh General. 

2 a 
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John Horny advocate in 1608, married Ann, daughter of 
John Leslie of Pitcaple, and ornamented the place with 
wood, particularly firs, which grew very rapidly, so that he 
was buried in a coffin made from trees of his own planting. 
He ajsq formed a great many promenades, which ascended 
a verdant eminence, wliere he had erected on the summit a 
small edifice containing two rooms, and called it his Par- 
nassttSr 

An elderly woman living in the vicinity of the castle was- 
accused of the crime of witchcraft ; on which she went to Mr^ 
Horn and told her cottipbiint, asking, if he thought she was 
or could be a witch ? To which he replied, with sangfroid^ 
indeed, woman, you look not well. On which the old Wo- 
man returned home, and taking with her a little of the one 
thing needful, came to West Hall, «nd presenting, the pre- 
cious ore to Mr. Horn, again asked his opinion ? After sur- 
veying the metallic mirror, and then looking at the woman, 
lie observed, th^t she looked not so bsd as at first view. 
** O wise Advocate \ Q learned Judge ! a Daniel \ yea, a 
** second Daniel is come to judgment !" 

Representative i^ 1828, Sir Robert Dalrymple Horn 
Elphuistone, of Logic Elphinstone, Bart, son of General 
Robert Horn Elphinstoue. 

To conclude, there are innumerable documents to prove 
.the antiquity,- high alliances} noble and lineal descent, mar- 
tial achievements, and great actions, this House oi^Horn 
hath been always in, as far back as history can trace, where- 
by it justly- claims not only a place here, but also among the 
annals of the most illustrious faoulies in £urope. 

Arms. — Or, tliree hunting hw^ns gules, with a helmet 
above the shield mantled of the second, doublings argent ; 
and on a wreath of the third is set for crest, two horns con- 
joined, parte per fesse sable, and of the first, counter charg- 
ed." Over this, on a scroll, is this motto — Mtmiitts ef Mu- 
vitm — I am fortified and admonished, (a) 

(rt) Nisbef. vol. ii. Appendix, p. 70. 



319 



CHAPTER XXI. 



i<^uir Parthenon ! still must iwcet Fancy weep 

For thee, tliou work of noble spirits flon'n ; 
Bright as of old the sun beams D*er thee sleep, 
' In all their beauty still — and thine m gone^ 
Empires have sunk since t^ou wert first revered, 

And varying rites have sanctified thy shrine ; 
The dust is round thee of the race that reared 

Thy walls ; and thus — their fate must soon be thine ; 
But \^hen shall earth again exult to see 
Visions divine like their's renewed in aught like thee. 

Thornton's Don Juan^ />, 29a. 



Having given d short detail ofpait of the Garioch, and 
4of Stpme of the illustrious &roilies in that country, I think it 
time to retrace my steps to Kildrummy, and follow the plaths 
of the regal and noble families, who erst were inhabitants of 
the Castle* through the fields of honour. 
- Donald, Earl of Mar, was made prisoner at the battle 9f 
Methven, and remained in durance until after the battle of 
Bannockburn. 

In 1311, the Earls of Hereford and Loncaster marched, 
with a corps . of 3000 soldiers, and besieged the Castle of 
Kildrummy ; but after many skirmishes they found it impreg- 
nable, and they despaired of success, when Thomas Osborne,^ 
blacksmith to the castle, agreed- with Hereford to mak^it 
surrender for a reward : and when night appeared, the fiend 

- thrust a bar of heated ii^on through* the chapel window, which 
at that period was occupied as -a store-room, and the majes- 

» tic fabric was soon enveloped in a blaze. In this conflagra- 
tion many lives were lost : some make the number ^00^ 



amoug which \^'ere ranked 300 young noblemen, but this is 
too gre^t an exaggeration; however, the task was no sooner 
completed, than Os,borne goes -to Hereford and claimed his 
promised reward, but the English (a) spurned the traitor, 
and poured gold melted in at his mouth until he expired, and 
'then ignomijjiously dragged him by the hair of the he?d to a 
field, and' there buried him. (/>) 

In 1823, when the turnpike road was opened through 
Kildnimmy, some of the mouldering bones were discovered^ 
which were re-inhumed, and the follovving lineiS were written 
exteflipore as'an epitaj^h : 

Stop traveller, stop, drop a fprgiving tear, 
On mouldVinor bowes -^liich Ire inhumed here, 
"O spare that curse my memVy juay provoke ; 
The Sovereign J(dge has my dread fiat spokc^ 
Be lenient; therefore, as no mortal can 
Jv,now Omnisclencie, or his actions scan. 
Alluring gold first drew me from the road. 
That can conduct the fleeting soul to God. 
Be faithful, virtuous^ pious, just, and wise, 
Revere your Godj Hor pi-ecfepts tnild desfnsie.; — Ed. 
Graitney, Eari of Mar, died in ISiS, and Donsdd his sdii 
succeeded, as twelfth Earl of Mar, thotigh stffl hi C(Hlfihera^nt. 
After the confl^gratioYi, the C(istle for matiy years appeared 
a mass of ruins, and displayed the fatal effects of treftchery ; 
but like the Phcenix, it arose in splendour from the ashes. 
Farewell 1 dear haunt of pleasing jx>ys ! * 

Ye heath-clad mounts, and strean Jets -clear, 
WFrere oft, at ev'kih>gs ^o\mi)A close, 

Tvc waHcM the feather'd choir te h^r. 
Farewell I yo gardens whefe tire glow 

perided oft yon orh of light 1 
Ye limpid stre$n[w that murmuring flow, 

Ye turrets that enriched the sight ; 
Ye groves of AUer, Birch, ^nd Pine, 

Ye rude rocks on the mountain brow, 
And, oh! farewell, thou royal shrine, 
Thow seat once decFd to regal view. 

(«} Abcrcrombic ' - {h) Drake. 



When roseate moni. appears in pride^ 

NoroM expands sureb^rg'd with dew, . 

The I)ock, Urtica, side by side, • 
Usurp the ground in paler hue. 
Adieu ye court, ye mouldVing towers, 
Where nought 'but desolation*« seen, 
' Gay promenades and roseate bowers, 
No more shall decorate the scene, (c) 
Let my readers take a retrospective ' glance at thataerai 
and survey the living pt* the clergy in thje fourteenth century 
with that of the nineteenth, and" they will be astonished at 
the funds of money, for then, in fact, the clergy enjoyed 
more than that of the revenue, or two-thirds of the national 
wealtli. 

When Lamberton, Bishop of St., Andrews, with his serv- 
ants, were prisoners in Wincliester castle, for adhering to 
the interest of king Robert Bruce in 1306, they were allow-. 
ed per diem, 

For the Bishop's own expence, - . - 
One man to attend him, - - - - - 
One boy for like attendance, - - • - 
A chaplain for daily mass, • ^ . <- 

£0 11 (d) 
June 25, 1314;, was fought the battle of Baunockburn, ; 
where the Scots led on an army of 35,000 soldiers, composed 
of 7000 border men, 3000 highlandmen, and the remaining 
25j00O were Tassals who followed their respective chiefs : 
the whole was divided into three divisions. The first divi- 
sion was led on by Thomas Randolph, Earl of Moray, and 
Sir James Douglas. The second division was headed by Ed- 
ward Bruce, brotlter of his Majesty, and contained 10,000 
soldiers ; 'and the tliird and last division, of 15,000, was com- 
manded by his Majesty in propria persona, and encamped 
within view of the enemy. Bruce had made every necessary 
preparation for the reception of so formiilable -a foe, order- 

{<•) Shripe of Ikrtha, vol. i. p. 237. ^ (rf) Keith's Catalogue, 558. Monthly 
M-igriinr, 1816. - 
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infr, tbe Jbridgfe to be cut in such a manner as^toTemain iin* 
perceived to the English, and placed a great many concealed 
spikes in the ground* 

The English were dirided in three divisions, and lay en- 
camped near the river Bannockburn, and from their superi- 
ority of number .were confident of victory, so that their ladies 
and children attended the camp in all the pageantry, and the 
nobility were gorgeously arrayed, bearing with them gold, 
silver, jewels, plate, &Cr as if attending a coronation or 
levee. Early on the 23d, the day anterior to the battle, his 
Majesty Robert Bruce challenged Henry Bohun to single 
combat, (e) while the rest of the English were either locked 
in the arms of Somnus or Bacchus, in lewd debauchery. 
With Te Deum aod Orisons, 

Scots camps that night did ring ; 
While English oaths from line to line, 
/ * ' For dire revenge did spring. 

On the morning of the 24fth, the bugles sounded the 
charge, while the Scots kneeled and received the sacrament, 
fully prepared to live or die : and this act of piety was con- 
. strued by the English as if supplicating mercy. Their devo- 
tion ended, his Majesty is represented as giving credit to 
and using superstitious charms to ensure victory : (a mean 
subterfuge, and tale of tonsored gentlemen, which throws 
sense at defiance, as he had formerly ordered his soldiers to 
have recourse to prayer and sacramental meditation). This 
magical charm was nothing more or less than a silver staff or 
crosier, which belonged formerly to Bishop Fillan, (called 
St. Fillan) ; but why not a golden staff? Why do you smile 
my readers, why not a staff of gold ? When the saint lived 
in the golden age ! 

His Majesty commanded Monsieur Doire to bring the 
chest containing the precious talisman to the field, and placed 
It near the royal standard ; but Mons. Doire, apprehensive 
of losing the gem, prudently left it at home. No sooner 
were they ready to engage, than the arcan opened of itself 
and discovered the talisman, to the amazement of all pre- 



[f) Lord Of Mie Men, 420. 



sent, but more in particular Mons# Doire, (and no wondei*) 
wbo instantly confessed the cheat, confirmed the miracle^ 
and was pardoned. His Majesty vowed to the \Lord, that, 
should he return from the 6eld crowned with victory, he 
would erect a Priory in honour of the saint. 

The ceremonies concluded, the battle commenced with re- 
solution and keenness on both sides, but the English w<ere 
. nonpulsed, as they were unacquainted with the motions of 
the Scots ; and so excellent were the manoeuvres of Bruce, 
and his marches so rapid, that the English were completely 
foiled. The grand battalion of the English were now cross- 
ing the bridge when it gave way, and many were thrown into 
the water. There you might have beheld on the glassy 
fluid swimming, men, monkies, cats, lawyers, priests, lap4ogs^ 
and women : their add was cut off, while the horse -were 
galled by the concealed spikes, and could not assist the divi- 
sion, who were severely mauled by the Scots. 

At length Randolph's division was closely surrounded by 
apwrty ofthe English, and was on the point of yielding, 
when Sir James Douglas marched to his aid ; but while ad« 
vanci»g5 he beheld Randolph had by prowess nearly cut his 
way-, and the English, now pressed by superior skill, soon 
fell into disorder. Douglas turned to his troops and cried 
Halt ! and never diminish the glory of this gallant man by 
sharing in it. (f) This valiant Captain, on the evening 
prior to the battle, penetrated through the English guards to 
Edward's tent^ having learned the pass-word, he passed the 
sentinels in the night, calling out — " Pa ! St George^" ne 
ward. Chivaky was still nearihg the pinnacle of perfection, 
fronl the battles of Ca^essy, Poicters, and Agincourt, «nd 
Edward dreaded the Scottish chivalry. The Scots fought 
for victory or death, the action became general, and carnage 
strewed the field. 

The English, galled by insatiable fury, rushed forward, 
but were soon forced to retreat in confusion, when a total 
defeat ensued of 150,000 fighting men, or, as many write«v< 

7; ILiiles, vol. ii. p. i5. 
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bh^etve, 900,000 foot and hor«e, by S5,000 Scots : and be- 
sides the amaaing number killed, ^S0,00O,M^epe made pri- 
soners, "JMnong whom were Gilbert, Earl ©f Clare; the Eari 
ei Gloueester; Lord Pagan Ti^itoft; Lord WHMam Mar- 
. shall ; Lord Giles de Argenton ; Edmund de Mawle, King's 
Steward; Reginald Deiacourt; Henry Boh un, Earl of 
Heftford ; Ralph de Monthermer ; the Earls of Arnndel, 
Pembroke, and Oxford ; Robert Umfraville, Earl of Angn^ ; 
the Earl of March ; Lords Henry Percy, Lacy, and Scroope, 
widi 700 Knights and Esquires. 

On the exchange of prisoners, Isabella, wife of Robert 
Bruce, and DonaW, Earl of Mar, who were taken at the 
battles of Falkirk and Methven^ were exchanged for Here- 
jford, &€. 

Anterior to this battle, the Scots had little or no adequate 
ferce, neither bad they any description of any afilw noble 
and military tactics, but entirely depended on then- battalions 
of jpikemen, whp were able to perform long a^id wonderful 
jfi^Fches, The vfissal followed the footsteps of his superioi^ 
with alacrity and pleasure, and also took an active concern . 
HI his ambition, mixing trith his amusement in tKe fidd^ and 
* taking ah active concern in the camp, whence chivalry, mili- 
tary tactics, and services, rose to their halcyon grandeur and, 
vigour, which a* present grace our army. 

Anterior to that period, when the feudal tie of association 
was broke, the monarchs assembled all the males without dis- 
tinction, between the ages of 26 and 60; clergy and laity 
were jB^rced to jpresent themselves in the canip in military 
8tt;ire, and should they have dared to disobey the royal man- 
dote^ aad delayed their attendant, they were immediately 
subjected to a severe penalty. 

After this battle, his Majesty^ according to his yow, laid- 
the foundation of the Priory in honour of St. Fillan, and en- 
dowed it with royal charters, which continued until after the 
reformation^, when'the revenues and superiorities ^^rc given 
by the King to Campbell of Gleoorchy, ancestor' to the Earls 
of BreadaUwiie, where they yet remain. 
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tiarp of the North ! that mouid'ribg fong baBttbungi 

- On the witch Elm that shadea St. FiHan's spring, 

- ^ And down the fitful breeze thy numbers flung^ . ' 

'Till envious ivy did around thee clings 
Snuffing with verdant ringlets every string. 
O minstrel Harp, still must thine accents sweet, 
'Mid rustling leaves and fountains murttiuring sleep i 
Still must thy sweeter sounds their silence keep. 
Nor bid a warrior smite, nor teach a maid to weep* (g) 
The Doire family still retaitied i the talismanic rod^ (or 
arm) and obtained royal charters, and privilege to go through 
the country and impose on the ignorant multitude by a show 
of delusive miracles ; aiid these grants were renewed by suc- 
ceeding monarchs and magistrates down to thd 18th century, 
as can be seen by an extract from the Council Register of 
Edinburgh in these words — 

« At Edinburgh, the 1st day of November, 1734 years, 
in presence of the Lords of Council and Session, compeared 
Mr* John Lookup, Advocate, as Procurator for Malice 
Doire, after designed, ai\d gave in the letter of gift under- 
" written, desiring the same to be registered in their Lordships* 
books as a probative writ : which desire the said Lords found 
reasonable, and therefore they ordain the same to be done 
according to act of Parliament, made anent tlie registration 
of probative writs in all points, whereof the tenor follows : 

" Jame^, be the grace of God, King of Scottis, to all and 
stmdri our lieges and subditis sp - - riale and temporale to 
q. base knowlege this oure le - - res sal cum, greting: for as 
mikle as we have understood that oure Servitpure Malice 
Doire, and his Forbearis, has had an relick of Saint Filane 
callit the quegrich in keeping Of us, and of our progenitors of 
maist nobill mynde quham God asolzes, sen the time of King , 
Robert the Bruys and of before, and made nane obedience 
nor ansure to na persoun sp - - rial6 nor temprale in ony 
thing concerning the said holy relick, uthlrWays than is 

(ff) Larly of tlw I^ke^ 

2t 
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q « - telnt m the duld infeftitient thei^f^ ImAq and gfamlc 
be oure snid prDgenttduriiSf. We ch^i'g^ yow herefore 
strately and commttitdis^ that in tjme id cum^ jre^ and ilk 
aneofyowy redily ans^^t^e, ikitend^ mid obey to the said 
Malice Doire, in peciable broiking and jbising of the said 
relick; and that ye liane of yaw, tak upon hand to compell 
nor to destfihze hith to lilak obedience hot ansuefe tiUyow 
nor till ony uther, bot alleharly to ys and oar silccessouris, 
according to the said infeftment and foundation of the said 
rdick : and sicklike, as was uss and woiint in the tyme of 
dure i^aid progenitouris, of inaist nobill mynde of before, ami 
that ye mak nane impediment, letting, nor distroublance, in 
the passing with the relick. throw the contre, as he and his 
forbearis was wount to do; and that ye, and ilk ane of yow, 
hi oure name and autorite^ kepe him unthrallil, bot to re- 
mane in sicklike freedom and liberte of the said relick, as is 
q - - teint in the said infefi;ment, under all the hiest pain and 
charge ye, and ilk ane of yow, may commit inrin, anerit us 
in that part. 

Given tmder oure p - - ve seh?, at Edinburgh, the xi day 
©f iuly, the yere of God JFmiiijcLxxx5ij yeres, and of oiite- 
regnne tlie xx5ij yeres% 

Sic subscribitur. JAMES K. 

i, - - ra pro MaKce Doire in Strath Filane, xi July> 
uiccccLXXXVij, xxvii yeres of the Kinges renne. (h) 

Kear the Priory is a spring of water called St. Fillan*s 
holy well, and was once credited to possess the power of 
healing diseases, {i). 

Wallace and Bruce Taidtlie foundation of military honoiii*, 
which daily gained groqnd ,\and in IMS^ Charles VII. of 
France-formed the first standing army in Europe. (X-) But 
as Bruce founded and lived the ornament of chivalry, he 
died like a true Knight of the Order, and was entombed wilk 
due honour, in the middle of the choir of the Abbey of Dun* 
fermline. 

{K), Mrs.. Murray** Ouide to Scotland, vol. ii. (i) Keit1i*s Catalogue,. 3d5i 

. (k). ^.umsden's Genealogy. 
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. Tliey have had him to Dunfenntynei 
, And him seleiyitilj trded afne. 
Id a fair tomb into the quire» 
Bishops and Prelatas that there were 
Assohsied him, when the service 
Was done, as they best could devise. 
Ai)d syne upon the other day, 
Sorry and wo they went their vay, 
^ And he debowelled W9S cleanly, 
And also balnied syne full richly« 
And the worthy Lord of DouglaS) 
His heart, as it forespoken was, 
Received' has in great daintie, 
With great and fair solemoi^e. ifl 

His Majesty had vowed to go in jperson mth his army to 
«abdue the Saracens, and regain the Holy Land, but death 
cut off his every resolution; then, on his death bed, he or- 
dered his heart to be taken out when the body was exani- 
mate, and borne to that country, attep^edby 120, Kpights, 
with their retinue. He had provided jf 32,000 of silver for 
the campaign, and made those noblemen solemnly swear, 
under the pain of eternal dainnation, that the money should 
be expended in no other way. 

Every thing being pr^ared for the expedition, and his 
Majest/s heart, enshrined in an urn of silver, bound with a 
ribband round the neck of Sir James Douglas, the army em-, 
barbed for Syria, Here evidently appears a mistake; 
Douglas accompanied the army, but Sir Simpu l^ee was tho 
person who .bore the royal urn. This Sir Simon I^e, of 
X^ee and Cartli^id, borrowed some money for theexpedition* 
from William Lindsay, Prior of Ayr, pn the lands of CajrU- 
land and Lee, the sum often pounds of silver; the original 
bears date 1323, and witnessed by the principal nobility and 
gentlemen in the country. 

Sir William Sinclair, Sir James Douglas, Sir Ilobeit 
Logan, with their vassals, embarked for the campaign, and 

(0 0arbour 1 Life of Bruc^. ^ 
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joined the army q£ eriisades. Sir Simon, from his office of 
Hqart-bearer, had his name changed from Lee to Lock- 
heart,-now Lockhart, which name continues to the descend* 
ants. The crusade marched through Spain, where they 
found the King of Arragon engaged wjth the Moors, (whom 
they marched to combat with in Syria), After a short con«^ 
sultation on the defence of Christianity, and the extirpation 
of the Moors, it was agreed, that it mattered not where they 
'engaged the enemy, and immediately joined the Arragon 

^ xnonarch* When fiercely engaged. Sir Simon threw the 
urn among the Moors and e:j^claimed — " Go forward and 
<* conquer, as thou was ^ver wont," and. at that instant Sir 

^ James Douglas fell at his feet, pierced by a Moorish arrow. 
Victory hovered long over both armies, not knowing where 
to rest, but at last settled on the Crusades, and many of the 
Moors were slain, and many were made prisoners. , 

Among the prisoners was a Moor of distinction, who fell 
to the share of Sir Simon Lee, whose cara sposa came for* 
ward w§ll prepared to ransom him from bondage, and spon ' 

\ agreed to pay the sum demanded. While engaged in count- 
ing the gold and jewels, a small talismanic pebble felL 
from her hands to the ground, which she snatched up In 
confusion,^ and as she thought unobserved. Sir Simon say 
her pick up the stone, which he demanded, and told her, 
pnless she yielded up the gem, he ^ould not relinquish bis 
prisoner. Finding ev^ry remonstrance vain, she gave him 
the gem with great reluctancet 'This pebble is yet to be 
fieen in the House of Cartland, and is enchased ip silver. It 
was long worn and used as an amulet, but being some de- 

.faced, it hajjf, like St. Fillan's Staff and Holy Well, lost the 
talismanic virtue. It is called the Lee Penny ; and although 
some obliterated, it evidently appears, from, some of the 
letters and the cross, to have been a shilling of Ed\vard L 
The pebl)le is pf £^ dark red colour and triangular shaped, 
and in size nearly half an inch on each side, [m) 

Arms. — Argent, a man's heart proper, within |i. padlocH 

(m) Mrs. Murray'* Gaidf; yal. ii. 
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sable, ami on a chief azure, three boars heads erased of tfi© 
first. 

Crest.-— A boar's head erased proper. 

Motto.^»— Corda Cerato Fero. 

The animated and pointed speech of Bruce, prior to Ban-* 
nockburn, had more effect on the minds, of the^ brave Cale- 
donians, than all the talismanic staves or ignited arms. 

On horse array 'd will thc^ ride, 
And come upon ye in a hie, 
With yr spears receive them manfully ; 
Then think upon the muckle ill 
That they and their*s did tu you stilL 

Saint Fillan was Abbot of Pittenweem, Fifeshire, and 
flourished in the 7th century, and died in A. D. 703, and 
his anniversary falls on the 9th of January. This pious 
Abbot transcribed the Book, or Bible, verbatim in his noC'- 
turnal hours, and during this pious operation his left hand 
glowed more bright than two wax tapers. 

In the whole circle of Theurgic Art, there is scarcely any 
science more abstruse and intricate than the mystical Art of 
Talismans. The practice has occasionally received much 
opposition, and has been treated with contumely, by every 
one who are unable to comprehend the secret yet sublime 
mystery of nature, or unwilling to grant credence to any 
thing beyond the immediate sphere of their own comprehen- 
sion ; and on the other hand, the art has stood its ground 
with firmness amidst the change of ages. Mourning rings, 
miniatures, lockets, devices, mottos, armorial bearings, and 
the boast of heraldry, are all so many relics of talismanic 
learning. 



'6- 



Sunt lachrymas rerum et mentero mortalia tangunt. 

Most persons must be aware, that pleasant sensations are 
often produced by images of a pleasant nature, and not only 
this, but that indescribable sensations are often produced by 
an undefined combination of forms. Hence, we are in the ha- 
bit of attributing even to inanimate bodies an air of grandeur, 



something of solemnity, a striking appearance, &c. whicb is 
a proof, that these bodies or forms contain something ivhicb 
•has^ tendency to excite these respective emotions, and which 
lay firm hold of the mind by swaying it toward them^ through 
rni occult and imperceptible sympathy. 

it requires bo great degree of credence in the astrologer, 
to believe in the effects of talismans ; for if (as can he proved) 
the celestial bodies are at timcis more-propitious and fortunate 
in their influence over terrestrial objects than at others, why 
should not the Thenrgist be able, from hi? close observance 
of nature in her most retired forms, lo render the images of 
Talismans he constructs malevolent or propitious, according 
as the constellationsj under which he makes them, partake of 
either ? And this by a true and oever failing sympathy, which 
the Astrologer knows to ;5ubsist between celestial and terres* 
trial objects, at all times and in all climates. The celestial 
influence, although the .chief, is not the only cause of talis<i> 
manic effects, for there ate causes far more occult and secret, 
^hich have been discovered by the indefatigable pursuits of 
the ancients; and which have never yet been mftde known to 
the world, partly through the tendency which «nankind have 
to esteem lightly that which is within their comprehension, 
and partly through the inadequate reasons which could b^ 
assigned for effects approaching to supernatural power over 
mundane affairs* Suffice it, however, that such effects are 
pc^sible to every scientific Theiirgist, who make^ the sympar 
thetic |>ropertie3 of nature his chief studies, iind ptirs^es h^ 
mystisries with undivided attention. 

But to define the principle on which these causes act, to 
learn scientifically forms, times, and ingredients, which ivill 
produce proposed effects on given objects, even though the 
form may not, to the minutest inspection, betray its in- 
tention ; nay, though it be concealed in an envelope or' bu- 
ried in the earth ; and further, although th^ maker ,of the 
Talisman has n^ver been within a thousand leagues of the 
person intended to be affected. 

To accomplish thiS" is a great art, and yet it ^is an art 
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which has been Aiore or less perfectly known to pfaibsophet^ 
of all ages, and in most qnarters of the globe, (n) 

From this rhapsody in &votir of the Theargic Art J am 
led to believe^ there are many who yet credit talismanical 
powers, imposing on thems^ves and others ; and that those 
saints, who are said to have performed so many miracles^ 
knust undoubtedly have been magicians, a sect utterly ab*- 
horred by the Mosaic and Christian legislators : and this 
alone may serve to undermine every miraculous and talis- 
manic chimera, but my readers can adopt the adage, << Every 
" man to his mind/* 

On the death of Isabella, the Queen, she was embalmed 
and laid in the- sepulcliral aisle in the church of St Bride, or 
.Kiidrummy, and remained in a perfect state of preservation 
until 1747, when some young gentlemen robbed the aisle^ 
and bore off the body. 

In 1322, Edward invaded Scotland with a great army, 
and came as fiir as the city of Edinburgh^ but was driven 
back by Robert Bruce, who followed him into England, 
when the Scots I>lirnt Rippon and plundered Beverly, (o) 

July 15, 1826, his Majesty made an indenture at Cam^ 
buskennetb, between himself and nobility, the tenor is as 
fbllowsr The transcript of that memorable indenture, agreed 
on and subscribed by ike Bishops, Earls, Barons, and 
.Oendemen of the free Burghs, for the Lords and Commons 
throughout the kingdom, under the national Seal, and siga« 
ed and sealed with the Royal Seal of our illustrious and po^ 
tent Lord, Robert de Bruee, by the Grace of God, King 
of Scotland, making it known reciprocally under the seals in 
these words, witnessed in tlie present indenture. 

At this Parliament, held at Cambusicenneth, ^uly 15, 

.'1326, convoked by our most serene Prince, Lord Robert 

de Bruce, by the Grace of God, King of Scotland,^ yfhere 

were convened Bishops, Earls, Barons, and Esquires, when 

it was proposed, that the lands held fonnerly by the crown 

(») StraggKag AstreJoger, W«4, wl. i. p. 2dl. . (o) M.S. Hittory , 4«. . 
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ahoiild . again revert to the monarcli, with every donatioi?^ 
power of levying troops for the war, and all the translations^ 
as had been withholden from him. 

Accordingly, the judgment of this illustrious body, who 
willing to avert the cause, from whence the grievoiis bur- 
dens originate and fall on the subjects of the nation, whereby 
they earnestly /equest that his Majesty would of his royal 
pleasure consider the matter, and by judges delegated, free 
them from the yoke under which they suffered ; and should 
his Majesty discover the means to emancipate them from 
sucir bondage, they would grant as a debt of gratitude and 
freely pay, that which they could bear. 

This is acknowledged by all the Bishops, Earls, and Ba* 
rons, here assembled, and that for all who are under the 
dominions of our Sovereign Lord and King, whether witliin , 
or without the realm of Scotland, whereby we^ mak^ known 
that of presenting our petition, it being rational and just, and 
that his Majesty would take it into consideration, and crown 
the said petition with success, being compiled with care, and 
addressed to his Majesty : and in gratitude for this favour, 
they grant the former powers to his Majesty, from the feast 
of St. Martin to the feast of Pentecost, and also to his heirs 
male, the teinds of the whole kingdom, and the power of all 
&stnesses, castles, and wards, with every other place of 
strength, without or within the liberties of the realm; and 
also in every city, equal to the extent of lands given to the . 
defunct Monarch, Alexander III. King of Scotland, of 
pious memory, for his fidelity, excepting so much as was ex- 
pended and destroyed by the ravages of war, when it waa 
decided, that the tenth penny is to be conceded, according - 
to the firm and the quota drawn up by the Viscount of the 
eotmty, who should act with caution,. and use; no extortion^ 
aud give faithful returns of the same. ..The part of the money 
fq[>propriatefor the use of his Majesty, either oy donation or 
commission, shall be regularly laid before the Chamberlain 
appointed by his Majesty, and shall be wholly given without 
anv drawback. 
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And should any of the commissioners of counties offer any 
of those liberties for sale, his Majesty*s officers have liberty 
to seize that freedom, and punish the vender thereof. 

His M^esty only can loose tie, either in propria persona, 
or by the power of the officer^ appointed by him throughout 
the kingdom; and the Barons or Viscounts throughout the 
realm shall also hold this power, and by these regulations 
the subject" shall enjoy perfect tranquillity. The subjects, in 
return for these orders, grant to their Sovereign Lord, for 
Ills placid government during the contented fetate of the na- 
tion, these donations, from the feast of St. Martin to Pente- 
cost annually. . 

And a full liberty was also granted to travel through the 
realm, such as was during the reign of our predecessor, 
Alexander III. ; and a freedom of commerce shall be granted 
through all the kingdom, and all goods exposed for sale in 
the markets shall be exempted from duty, if of home manu- 
facture. The otheir ai'ticles, contained iij the bond drawn up 
and acceded to by our Sovereign Lord, will be found at 
large in the holograph ; and the leinds granted by the sub- 
jects to be continued during the life of his Majesty, and to 
descend to his offspring with national consent, so that no dis- 
turbance may afterwards occur to King, Lords, or Com- 
mons, but that they may continue permanent as in the day 
when subscribed. 

In this quorum of Bishops, Earls, Barons, &c. the bond 
was signed with the National Seal, to which is appended the 
Royal Signet. 

Given year, day, and place as above, and the same to per- 
petuate to after ages, and signed at Edinburgh, on Quadra- 
gessima Sunday, at a full Parliament, in tlie year of Grace, 
1327. (p) 

In 1331 his Majesty made his demise, at Cardross, in 
Dumbartonshire, where he had lived for some time in private 

life, free from the bustle of the world. He died of a leprosy, 

■■■ ■ i. i . ■ I I 11 ■■..., .1 1 . ■ 1 1 w ■ II " 

(p) Stuart** History of Scotland, App, vol. ii. p. Hd. 

2 u . 
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(or scrofula) and fimliiig his end approaching, he ordered^ 
that after his death his heart should be borne to Jerusalem, 
and there buried, (y) - . 

After the demise of this nlonarch, his son, Pxince David, 
iascended the throne, and Was crowned at 3cone, November 
23, 1331, in the eighth year of his age. 

And now Edward Baliol, fired with ambitious thoughts, 
hspiring to mount that throne, from which his father was de- 
posed in 1299, took advantage of the reigning factions of the 
Scottish nobility, and the minority of the Sovereign, and 
Jjressed by the solicitations of Henry, Lord Beaumont, his 
associate in France", \yith many others of his friends in Eng- 
land, he resolved' to seize the diadem : and . accordingly, 
Beaumont and Baliol departed from iFrance, and landed in 
England, where they remained incog, for some tiiiie, at 
Sandhill, seat of Lady Vesci, on the margin of the river 
Ouse iu Yorkshire, until by the mediation of Richard, Lord 
Talbot, and Beaumont, with some others, he was permitted 
by King Edward to appeal" in public. 

fidward seemed a good deal reluctant on account of the 
consanguinity, as David was married to his sister ; but his 
relucta?Tce was sub-rosa, as he tried what auxiliaries he could 
find in England, to furnish Baliol for his grand eriterprize. 
His arrival in Eiigland'and the object of his aim were sooii 
made known to the nobility, who came from many places to 
attend hirji to Scotland, buoyed up with hopes of gaining the 
lands from whence they were exiled during the ieign bf 
Robert Bruce, and at the concluding of the former peace, by ' 
the mediation of Queen Isabella. 

, Henry, Lord Beautnont, hoped to regain th6 Earldom of 
fiuchan, in right of his wife ; Gilbert Umfraville the Earl- 
dom of Angus; Henry, Lord Piercy, the Earldom of Gal*, 
loway ; and David Gumming, Lord Strathbogie, the Earl- 
dom of Athol. Lords Talbot and Stafford, Sir Geofrey 
Mowbray, with many others, determine^l to aid Baliol, and 

_>-_J i_l w^^ ,,.. .' . 1 

{q) MS. History, p. 46. 
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to Tfight fqr their possessions, so long held from tliem : and 
besides these, Baliol had many friends in Scotland,, from 
whom he received great enfjouragement, and warm solicita-* 
tions to make, a descent. 

Every thing thus settled, and some vessels fitted out, Ba- 
liol and Beaurilont, with their retinue and 2500 soldiers, fim^. 
barked at Ravenspur, and sailing along the coast landed at 
Kinghom, where they dispatched the shippings when every 
hope of flight was cut off, and no alternative remained but 
deatlv or victory. 

The rumour of Baliol's landing having clrcutated, th^ 
Earl of Fife, with a corps of 10,000 soldiers, marched to^ 
the beach in order to oppose him ; but finding he had al- 
ready taken possession of the shore, charged them briskly, 
thinking to overpower them by number. Baliol encouragejd 
Jiis soldiers to go forward undaunted, and gain the laurel. 
After a severe conflict, the Earl of Fife was routed, with the 
loss of many of his army, and among thena was Sir Alex- 
ander Seton, Governor of Berwick ; the rest of the army cry- 
ing as they retreated from the field — the enemy is landed, 
the enemy is landed. 

The Earl of Fife, grieved to the heart at the loss of such 
e powerful army, felt his honour wounded ; and to recover 
the disgrace, and satiate his spirit for revenge, with the aid^ 
of Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, illegitimate son of the late 
King Robert Bruce, and Lord Seaton, raised another corpse 
of 10,000 men, and again pursued Baliol. Again the armies 
encountered; but, after a smart engagement, Baliol was 
again victorious, and many of the Earl of Fife's army were 
made prisoners. 

After this viptory, JBaliol penetrated farther into the coun-f 
try, conquering as he went, and coming to, the Abbey of 
Dunfermline, he plundered it, and supplied his soldiers with 
provisions, and armed them \^ith 500 steel pointed oak 
staves found in the Abbey. The Earl of Fife encamped with 
40,000 horse and^ foot on Gladsmore, or Gladsmuir, fully 
equipped for battle. Baliol receiving intelligence of this re-. 
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inforcement, by means of Lords Stafford and Vesci, pre- 
pared his soldiers for the encounter, and elevated tbem ^rith 
confidence of victory ; reminding them of their being so often 
favourites of that volatile deity, Fortuna, which again would 
be propitious to their arms, and therefore they should lose 
no courage. ' This exhortation wj^s seconded by the Lords 
Stafford and Vesci, when Sir Folke Warner ordered the 
camp to be struck, and the army to proceed to Gladsmuir. 
The militias coming up^ the hostile charge was sounded, and 
the armies rushed in contact. The contest raged with fierce- 
ness on both sides, but Baliol was once more victorious, and 
the Earl of Fife felt yet more hurt at the direful defeat of 
40,000 men by 8000. 

September 18, Baliol came up with Sir Neil Bruce at 
Duplin, with an army of 30,000 men, led on by Donald, 
Earl of Mar, Sir William Wallace of EUerslie, Sir John 
Graham of Aberdeen, &c. Baliol's corps had received a 
i*einforcement, headed by the Earls of Moreland, Fawden, 
Gravestock, Haselrig, Butler, and Horn. After a smart 
Contest of some hours, Baliol bore off* the palm and was again 
victorious, but acted with great inhumanity in putting many 

of Bis prisoners to dejath, swearing by H .^ that none 

should be saved ; saying, as , our coi7)s is small, and when 
engaged those dogs would revolt and go over to the enemy, 
and, the last error would be worse than the first. 

In this engagement, Sh* Neil Bruce lost 15,800 of his 
army, among whom were 20d0 gens d'arms — and of th^se 
were Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, with the Earls of 
Moray and Monteith, William Hay, Constable of Scotland, 
Robert Keith, Earl Marischal of Scotland ; 80a Knights, 
among whom were — Sir Alexander Fraser, Sir D^vid Lind- 
say, Sir George Dunbar, Sir Robert Strachan of Glenkindy, 
Sir Thomas Hallyburton, Sir John Scrimegor, &c. with 
many other of noble lineage, and 13,000 rank and file — 
Drake exaggerates the number to 60,000 ; their defeat 
was owing entirely to their want of military tactics, and trust- 
ing on their superiority of numbers, which occasioned their 
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disorder. Donald, Earl of Mar, felt; and Duncan, Earl of 
Fife, was.sent prisoner to Kildrpmpoy Castle, Baliol lost a 
fewer number, and of those were Sir John Gordon, Sir Re- 
ginald Beeler, and- 33 gentlemen, (r) 

December 25, Baliol was surprized asleep at Moffat, by 
the Regent Douglas, and was forced to fly half naked, an4 
many Englishmen in his train were killed, {s) 

Baliolj thus encouraged, entered Perth, which he also 
took, and from thence sent all the wounded to England. 
The vessel was boarded by a Flemish pirate, named Crabbe, 
who intended to murder all the crew ; but although wounded^ 
they defended themselves with great magnanimity and com-" 
pletely vanquished Crabbe, who escaped and fled tp Scot- 
land and went to Perth, where, finding Pat!rick Dunbar, 
Earl of March, and Archibald Douglas, with a corps of 
30,000 men, he related his defeat, and plainly told them, 
that he saw no prospect of conquering Baliol, who had with 
so few a number gained so many battles and overthrown the 
chivalry of Scotland, and counselled them to raise the siege 
and provide for their own safety. Archibald Douglas ap^ 
proved of what he advanced, and raised the siege ; on this 
there came many Lords and Ladies;, with many others, wha 
gave Baliol homage as their Sovereign Lord, for the lands 
which they held. 

Every thing succeeding, and his corps greatly augmented^ 
he took the oath from the Earl of Fife, and William Sin- 
clair, Bishop of Dunkeld, and wa^ crowned at Scone, Sep- 
tember 24, 1332, in the fifth of Edward III. of England, 
and the ninth of David's age, who, during the co^miption^ 
went ^ith Jane his Que^n to France, (t) 

Donald, Earl of Mar, was denominated Donald Bail?, oir 

White DcMiald, and was a person of great integrity, honour, 

and merit, and a steady friend of Robert de Bruce, whom 

he joined wlien he began to^ assert his right to the^ diadem, 

. who granted him charters on the Thanage of Alveth in Angus j 

(r) Drake, p. 104. (^) MS. Jlistory,.?. 47. (0 Drake, p. 113. 
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Silene in Fife, and Mountblairy in Banffshire, during the 
years 1324, 1328, and 1329; in all he is called our trusty 
and well beloved nephew, (w) He had, by his marriage 
^ with Isabella, daughter of Sir Alexander Stuart of Bonhill, 
Bart, issue Helen, in right of whom the Earldom descended 
lathe Erskine family; Thomas, who married Mary, daugh- 
ter of Allan, Earl of Monteith, from whom he wa3 divorced 
on a false and unjust ground — he married, secondly, Mar- 
garet, daughter and heiress of Thomas, Earl of Angus, who, 
on . the death of her husband, married William, Earl of 
Douglas, and had issue George, Earl of Angus j Jane, who 
married William Leith of Barns, Esq. ; and Margaret, who 
marriecl WiJliam, Earl of Douglas, who afterwards, in right 
of his wife, was Earl of Mar. 

In 1333, the Regent Douglas went to raise the siege of 
Berwick, attacked the English army, who was advantage- 
ously stationed on Hallidon Hill, (x) Douglas encamped 
within view of Edwrard's army, and prepared for battle. 
Edward then drew^ forth his soldiers, already prepared for 
the onset, formed in four divisions, and advanced to the 
charge. The Scots militia, 68,000 strong, on observing 
the position of Edward's host, formed also in four divisions, 
commanded by 65 Earls and Barons, and 120 Knights, and 
taking advantage of the ground on the slope of a hill, which 
once having gained, they firmly stood their ground, fwlly 
confident of victory; but being too secure, they acted in- 
cautiously, and allowed the English to gain ground, which 
once obtained they soon broke their ranks, and cut down on 
every side; yet the Scots fought with keenness, until at last 
forced to retreat in confusion, and many more, were slain in 
the flight than in the fight One of the English wings inter- 
cepted the flying foe, and surrounded them, leaving no 
avenue for escape, and a dreadful carnage ensued. In this 
battle 32,000 fell, among whom were the Regent Douglas, . 
the Earls of Sutherland and Ross; Alexander Bruce, Earl of 

• («) Doug!a8*8 Peerage, 460. (x) J^IS. History, p., 47. Drake, p. 1!9. 



Camck^ Jdhn^ James^ and Alexander^ sons of Walter StUarC^ 
Steward of Scotland ; Andrew, James, and Simon Fraser, 
with 1097 noblemen. The battle of Hallidon, in Northum- 
berland, was fought on St. Margaret's eve, July 19, 1333. 

Although Baliol had thus usurped the throne^ yet David 
was acknowledged King by many of the nobility, its is wit- 
nessed by some charters by Patrick Leuchars, Bishop of 
Brechin, in the first year of David's reign, and by Alex- 
ander, Bishop of Rossj April 1, 1334, the third year of his 
Majesty's reign, and May, 1369, or 88th of hjs reign. 

During the reign of this monaixh, a mark sterling was 
more than half a pound weight of pure silver; consequendy, 
ten marks sterling were of greater value than five pounds 
weight of silver, as appears by the currency of that period, as 
there was coined from the pound of silver jfil 5s. of money, 
beai-ing of silver eleven ounces and two pennyweights, and 
alloy eighteen pennyweights. 

When Pavid was only seven years bI age, or one year 
and four months anterior to his coronation, he was acknow- 
ledged King not only by the Scots, but also by Edward of 
England, who sent an acquittal to him for the sum of 10,000 
marks sterling, on the Monday prior to his inauguration, 
where Edward expressly calls him the most excellent Prince, 
Lord David, the illustrious King of Scotland. Dated at 
Woodstock, July 15, 1331. (a) 

Baliol, toingratiatchimself into the ecclesiastic court, be- 
stowed great largesses to the Churches in Scotland, and also 
gave a very liberal donation to St. Mary's Convent of Cister- 
cian Monks at Bingham in Nottinghamshire, but all this 
could not ensure success. ' 

In 1335, 'when. Edward thirsted for the subjugation of 
Scotland, David Cumming, Lord Athpl, to ingratiate him- 
self with that monarch, applauded his design, and also ofiei'* 
ed himself as an auxiliary, 

(a) Rwddiman's Answer U> Logan, p. 76. 
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FM Cttmbiog ering'cli then MA, great fidwafd bd«r, 
A loyal tubject begp a list'oiDg ear : 
My Silre I behold ft fmthftil vHssal stand 
Tme to the end, to jour augifit command. 
My Ltege ! this bkde shall aid your great dessgn. 
And bkst the glory of the Brucian line ; 
The v^dant Thistle from the stem 1*11 tear, 
^ And bear the trophy on my biood-stain'd spear; 
To comita^rce' altar on the Londbn stream, 
Join'd to the Rosei it shall more richly beam : 
O royal Edward, in the Lethean tide 
Drown eteiy ddtibt tb tathe the Scottish pride. 

By H n I swear their crested gem shall shine, 

'With double lustre on that brow of thine ; 
The teiiA Thistle and the Bryciaii stud^ 
rn bear thro' #^aves of Caledonian blodd. 
But hark-, my Liege, the trumpet sounds alar. 
And rolling drums send forth the notes of war. 
Adieu, iny Sire ! God save my King ! I go 
O^et northern mountains whitd with crated snow. 
To tell the Scot, that £dward*s lenient sway 
Shall rule thk land^ and aB well plea^*d obey." (5) 

Xa) Editor. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



The fe^t within yoii ibwen so grey 
k la ^*er ; the rerellers are gone ; 
And their last heritage of day 
.., Is tombM beneath the nameless stone^ 
The banners^ deck'd with many a scroll 

Of martial feats in battle done. 
No more in streaming rolilmes roll^ 

Or glittef to the morning sun. 
But *mid the towers above whose crest 

They flatfer'd once do proudly &2r. 
The owl hath built her secret nest. 

And moss and ivy triumph thef6. 



't)oiTALD, Earl of M«r, was Kegent 6( Scotland, created 
in 1330, on the death of Randolph, aiid fUitenor to it he was 
elected Governor of the Northern Districts in 1316. 

Gumming, according to the promise made to Edward^ 
marched with a corps of 3000 men to storm the Castle of 
Kildrummy ; the commanders were—- Sir Robert Menziesj 
Sir Adam Murray, Lord Arthur Cumining of Lpm, Sir 
Walter Cuinming, Sir Thos Gumming, Sir Robert Brady, 
&c. Early on the 9th of September, Athol appeared and 
encamped on the w^est of Kildrummy Castle, and a herald 
was sent to summon the Castle to surrender, when the foU 
lowing answer was returned by the Earl of Mar, in his M»^ 
jesty's name : 

** My royal Sire, whom Heaven prosper long, 

Has beard thy tale and calls the mandate wrong ^ 

He bids false Cummlng mak6 no longer stay 
• In Scotia's isle, but quick retrace his way 

To London stewSi remote from war alarms. 

And siak on down in meretricious chartns. 
* 2X - 
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Nor dare to stain the country he has sold. 

Where first he breath'd and Judas like for gold* 

Flyj tread no more, nor dare the tented fields 

For Scotland never will to Edward yield :> 

He bids you look to Roslln's verdant plains, 

Where England's Rose was dragg'd in servile chains t 

Or Bannockbum, where Scotsmen firmly stood. 

And dyed their tartans in the Southron blood. 

Our Thistle waves its dq^wny head in scorn. 

And damns the Rose with painted leaves and thorn : 

Retursi returui to Edward's courts again, 

There xrringe and fawn, but here such tricks are vain.^ 

Haste, tell that monarch Scotia's sons declare, 

His tiny brow cannot two helmets bear ; 

One is too heavy for a babe so young, 

Who knows not what to wreathed brows belong.** (a) 

The herald returned with this message to Gumming, and 
the soldiers wete all prepared for battle, while the army in 
the Castle were drawn up in close column ; when the Earl of 
JMar thus addressed the host : 

*' Sons of fair Scotia, and ye youths of Don, 

Shall we 'neath Cumming's pigmy insects groan,^ 

Avert kind Heaven that treaoliVy ever reign. 

Or Scotland feel the cruel Southron's chain. 

Cheer, cheer my sons, nor more perplex my breast^ 

Wrth fleeting dreams in vain idea drest ; 

My countrymen exert your strength, ^nor fear 

Yon paintefl ensigns fluttering in the air. . 

Should cow'rdice shake you, mark the sad surprise, ~ 

Your nation plundered, flames and smoke arise ; 

Xp wild dismay the sage and matrons groan, 

And Pandenionians smiling at their moan. 

Enough ! my sons ! your natal country's stay, 

Your love of fame has long borne up her sway. 
. TIhs day yoUr arfns shall wreath eac^h brow with fame. 

Or sink your country in eternal shame. 

faj Editor, 
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Collect your powers and pull their banners down, 

And blooming laurels shall each temple crown : 

Your country calls you to defend her right, 

God and St. Bride will aid you in the light. 

Haste, steel your nerves, and ^tem the foaming wave, 

^or ^ proud Edwar^l Oonean youths enslave. 

The aged Patriarchs leave their humid bedt» 

To goad you forward to, ennobled deeds* 

Sons ! once our care, the aerial phantoms cry^ 

Free Seotia*s chains, can ye ignobly die ! 

To arms, to arms, regard your parent's claim. 

Your King, Religion, Sweethearts, Wives., and Fame I 

Be brave, and conquest will reward your toil. 

And fair Victoria on your feats will smile, 

No Dohean youtb will dread the gory fielcl, 

I.know each fear' by bouyant hopes expelfd. 

Then stretch your yew strings, every doubt allay, 

And" verdant laurels shall be yours tiiis day ; 

Three cheers the^^^horus, echo skims the plain^ 

And rocksj woods, mountains, pay the sound again/* (4>) 

The Brucian militia was but 1 100 sjtrong, so that they had ' 
to encounter nearly three to one, but they were headed by ex- 
perienced veterans, Sir Alexander Gordon of Huntly, Pat- 
rick Dunbar, Earl of March, Sir Andrew Murray, and Sir 
W^illiam Douglas, and the reserve corps, 300 strong, was 
commanded by Sir Thomas Craig, then Governor <?f tlie 
Castle. Early on the 10th, Athol besieged the Cjastle, but 
was repulsed and driven back to his camp, and a smart battle 
was fought on the Glaschuill, many sjoldiers fell, and the 
heath is yet covered with tumuli; here Lord Arthur Cum- 
ming fell. The Scots were nearly borne down by numbers, 
and were ready to sound the retreat, when Sir Thomas 
Craig, with the reserve, entered. the field. Oh seeing this- 
reinforcement the English fled, and encamped near the source 
o^the Deskrie; but finding they were pursued by the Scots, 
they fled southward to the forest of Culbleaii, where they 

(6) Editor, \ . 
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again joiaed batfle, and the English wqre entirely vanquish- 
led. Athol and eleven of his guards fled to the castle otKin- 
nord, seat of Sir Robert Menzies, and remained there for 
3ome time, when Sir Alexander Gordon storme4 the castle, 
and put all to the swordf iSept 12, 1335. (c) 

On the 6th of October, 1336, David entered Northum- 
berland with a corps of 62,000 soldiers, arid marched to the 
fortress of Liddisdale, where he lay three days without as? 
saulung it ; on the 9th he began the assault, entered the city, 
and put many of the inhabitants to the sword ; Sir Walter 
Selbie, the Goyernpr, was taken and beheaded. The Scots 
aftej: this plundered and des^oyed the Abbey of Laverco^ 
Itnd the castles ofRedpath, Hexam, Corbridge, Darlington, 
and Durhaln. Percy, Earl of Northumberland, resolved to 
redress those injuries, levied a militia, which were embodied 
with the well tried veterans brought from France by Edward. 
Thus prepared, he sent a herald to David, which that mon- 
arch spumed with contempt, formed his men in tliree divi- 
sions, and made every arrangement for battle. ' Percy, aided 
by William Traill, Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Dur7 
ham, Gilbert Umfraville, Sir Ralph Nevil, and Sir WiUiam 
JDa^nport, with SP,000 rank and file, marched to meet 
David. 

On their approach, David Graham discharged ^ voUqr of 
arrows on 500 horse in van of the English. David dreaded 
not the approach of so great a militia, as he had vainly ima^. 
gined, when the troops were oq foreign service in Picardy, 
!Brittany, and Gascoigne, that none but shepherds, women, 
and children, were left at home. The first diyision of the 
English vfas led Pix by Lord la Zouch, the Earl of Northp 
pmberland^ three Bishops, and two Priests. The second 
division was heade^ by Mowbray, Neville, Deincourt^ and 
Sir Edward Manley, with some clergymen. The last divi- 
sion was led 'by Leybume, Scroope, Sir Robert de Bertram, 
Sheriff p( Nortjiumberland. 

^oth armies entered combat at Neville Cross with keen-* 

(c) AbercrombW^ voI.«i. 
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neSs and obstinacy, biit the English pjOved victorious, pin>- 

bably by so many clergymen being in the camp.- Itie Scot9 

indeed were vanquished in this battle, but it was not by negr 

. Ugence of duty, as David animated hisjsoldiers, and also 

. fought with courage until he was djsanped of his sword, 
and wounded with spears- in two parts^ of the body, 
and his legs almost incurably wounded with -arrows. He 
4isdained captivity, and used all the opprobrious language 
he could devise to provpke them to kill him, and wh^i John 
Copland, a Scotsman, and Captain of Roxburgh castle, jid« 
vised him to yield, he gave^ him so severe a blow with his 
gauntlet on the mouth, as broke seyer^ of his teeth; but at 
last he was taken, ^ith eight of his servants, and conveyed 
^ the Castle of —^. Among tbp slain were the Constable 

^ of Scotland, the Earl Marischal, the Chamberlain and Chailr 
cellor, with the Earls of Moray and Strathern, Among the 
prisoners were the Earls of Fife, Sutherland, Douglas, Wig- 
ton, and Monteitli, with }5,006 rank and file slain, (d) 
Philiipa, Edward's Queen, hearing of the captivity of 

David, urged Copland to release his royal prisoner, 'which 
he resolutely refused,; she then wrote to the royal camp ber 
.lore Calaist, to Edward her husband ; but the bearer retufh- 
eA with this, answer, that hd was to be sent to the Tower. 
Copland was rewarded for his services with lands contiguous 

- to his own> valued at ^500 annuallyi and was adyanced^tp 
the dignity of Knight Banneret 

, Edward, in 1350, instituted the Order of the Garter, or 
Knights of the Garter, having the motto^-i7(t>;2i soit qui map 
1/ pense-^wrought in letters of gold on the Garter \vhich is 
bptmd, with a buckle of gold, under the left knee. 

The Scots, fired with a spirit of revenge for the capture of 
their King, vowed to pay the English with blood, for the 
many insults they had given, and for the cruelty of Edward 
to his hostages. Accotdingly, Archibald Douglas, Govern 

^ nor, of Scotland, marched with a strong body of men to Ber- 

^" wick, fully determined to take the town. The Scots were ^ 

" (d) Drake, p. 144. 
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now upon the borders, and the qu^n m6ther, with Mor- 
timer and many others of the English nobility, environed th^ 
. Scots in Stanhope Park and Wirridale wood, where they 
, made sure accounts of victory f . but by the treason of Lord 
Mortimer the Scots escaped, and Douglas returned with 
great loss. While the English surrounded the Scots, Sir 
James Douglas, with 200 horse, went through the camp to 
. Edward's tent, and had slain him, had not his Majesty's 
^ chaplain stood on his defence and was slain; Sir Jame» 
escaped un^inrt, and was honoured for bb bold ' attempt. 
The English say, that the Scots were fuxnished with cow 
horns, with which they kept blowing like so many ^thousand 
devils. After the flight of the Scots, the Englii^ say, that 
: they found 500 oxen slaughtered, and 1000 spits full of flesh, 
ready to be roasted^ &o» and ^ 10,000 pairs of brogues*^ but 
no other booty. 

Edward called a Parliament at Westminster, where an 

extraordinary subsidy was granted him for carrying on the 

war for six years to come; but before the English marched 

to Berwick, they found it burned, and the -Scots had aban- 

• doned it. 

Baliol now came to Roxburgh, and surrendered to Ed- 
ward all the right and titles to the Crown of Scotland^ re- 
serving to himself a pension of j£2000 annually. 

October 8, 1357, David obtained his liberty, on condt-' 
tion of paying the sum of 100,000 marks, by instalments of 
i 0,000 annually, (e) 
\ On the death of Duncan, Thomas succeeded, as 14th 
Ea^l of Mar, in 1342, and stood as one of the witnesses on 
the legitimation of Robert II. and in a Bull from Pope Gre- 
gory he is called — Potentibus Dominus Thomas de Mar, 
Domini nostra, Domini Gregorii divina prpvidentia Papse 
undecimo. 

In. 1368, he was witness to the Charter, granted under 
the Great Seal, to William Baillie of Lamington, by David 

(e) MS. History, p. 49. * 
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11. which is here subjoined :— rDavid, by flie grace of God, 
King of Scotland, be it known to all, that we present this 
free charter, and confirm pur gift with our great seal, to our . 
faithful and beloved cousin, Sir William Baillie, the Barony 
of Lamington, making it OTer to him and his heirs male, be- 
fore these witnesses : William and Patrick, our Chancellor 
of Scotland^ and William, Bishop of St. Andrews; the 
Bishop of Brechin; and our cousins, Robert, Earl of Strath- 
ern, and Thomas, Earl of Mar; and our beloved cousins, * 
William Douglass, William Livingston, William Ramsay, 
and Sir Robert Erskine. 

Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 1368, the S8th year of our reign. 

This Sir William married Jane, the only daughter and 
heir of Sir William Wallace ; issue William and Alexander. 

Sir William succeeded, and married Isabella, daughter of 
John Seton of Seton ; issue William^ 

Sir William succeeded, and married Cat|iarrne, daughter 
of Sir John Hamilton of Cadzow; issue William, Margaret, 
Mary, andMarian» 

Sir William succeeded, and married Marian, daughter of. 
Sir Patrick Home of Polwarth ; and, in 1 4j92, received a 
charter to him and'his spouse on the lands ; issue William* 

Sir William succeeded, and married Elisabeth Lindsay ; 
issue William. and Janet: Sir William, principal Master of^ 
the Wardrobe to Queen Mary, by a donation under the 
Privy Seal, January 24, 1542. 

Sir William succeeded his father^ and Carried Janet, 
daughter of James Hamilton, first Earl of Arran; issue 
William. His alliance with the illustrious family of Hamil- 
ton brought him to fall in with them in the politics of that 
time, for he was a firm and steady friend of Queen Mary, for 
which he was afterwards forfeited, for being of her party at 
the field of Langside, against the Earl of Mar, then Regent, 
in 1568. 

Sir William succeeded, and married Lady Margaret Max- 
well, relict of Archibald, Earl of Angus, and daughter of 
John Lord Maxwell, and had been married formerly to 



Margaret^ Queen Dowag^ of Scoitand, daughter of Henrjr 
VIL of England. William had, by this marriage, only one 
daugblier, who married Edward Ms^well, her nephew, ai)d 
took the name and arms of Baillie ; issue William. 

William Maxwell Baillie succeeded, was knighted by 
James VL aikl married Elisabeth Stuart; issne WilUam^ 
Jame^ and Jane. 

Sip William sueceeded, and married Grissel, daughter of 
Claitd Hamilton of Elieston; is§ue Samuel and Margaret. 

Sir Samuel' succeeded, and had WiHiam who succeeded 
"his grandfather, and married Marjory, daughter of Lord 
Burgeny; issue William, who died in his 17th year. After 
his death, and that of his mother, William married, second- 
ly, Henrietta, daughter of William Lindsay, Earl of Craw- 
ford ; issue three daughters. The eldest married Sir James 
Carmichael^ who sunk his estate into the family' of Laming- 
tbn, and to the heirs of the marriage bearing the n^me of 
Baillie. 

Arms of Lamington. — Azure, nine stars ; three, three, ^ 
two, and one, argent. 

SupporterJs.'^-Two boars proper. 

Crest. — A boar's head couped. 
' Motto. — Quid Clarius Astris-— What is clearer than the 
stars. C/J 

Baillie was a member ih the act for abolishing priests and 
mass, and all service in the Rbn]an Catholic Church, and 
to employ all their revenues for the use of the Church of 
Scotland, h560 ; and also accused Lennox and Darnley. 

From this family descended the family of Gereston, re- 
presented; in 1826, by Baillie of Polkemmet, who also bear 
azure, nine stars; three, three, two, and one, within a' bor- 
dure nebule, argent and sable. 

Crest.-r-A star of eight points or^ isisuant from a cloud. 

Motto. — In Caligine Lucet — Shinmg in darkness. 

He was created ^ Baronet in 182S. 

ffj Nisbet, vol. i. 



jfidwdrd Hi. died, Sunday, JuM 9^, 197?» and ftkhaiil 
il. mounted the throne^ At bis eoro&atkm was i^M great 
rc^ieingand touFBaments, wkhjusdhg^ and other sports. , 
Hid Majesty^ Ridiard IL designed to hold a toumam^tit at 
London^ oh the Sunday after Michaelmas, and sent divers 
heralds t6 make prodamation of it ih all the princitml cburt^ 
of Europe. Accordingly, not a few Princes, and great 
numbers of the prime Nobility, came from France, Ger- 
many, Netherlands, &c. Hiis solemnly began on Sunday 
aftemckm, from the Tower of Lolidon, with a grand caval^ 
cade of sixty Ladies, each leadiiig an armed Knight by a 
stiver chain, being attended by their esquires of honour, and 
fjassiiig through Cheap&ide^ rode to Smithfield, where the 
thejiists and tournaments continued several days, with va- 
riety of magiiificoit entertainments ; on whith occasion^' the 
King kept open house at the Bishop of London^s palace, for 
all persons of di^tinistion, and every n^ht concluded with a 
ball. 

Not long after this, three Scbts champions challenged 
three English to combat, which was performed in Smithfield 
With great solemnity — Thomas, Earl of Mar, against the 
Lord Nottingham ; Sir William Dorrall, the King of Scot« 
land's banner*bearer, against Sir Pierce Courtney; the King' 
of England's standard-bearer, » < ■ Cockbume, £sq$ against 
Sir Nicholas Howkirks. Mar and Cockbume were unhors- ^ 
ed, but tfie standard-bearers were so well matched^ that be-^ 
twixt them it was a drawn battle, (gj 

These tournaments were exercised by tnost persons of di^^ 
* tinction, -who were desirous to sigtmlise themselves by their ' 
dexterity, &c« They first began in Germany^ anno 938, 
and^ became afterwards a general ^raccijpe ; they derived thetf 
hame from the French word toiamer^ u e. to turn round, be- 
cause^ to be expert in these exerdses, much agility, both of 
horse and man, was requisite, they riding round a ring, in 

(ff) Porny*8 Eletaenta of HctaWry, p. t99. v ^ 
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. imitation of t|ie ancient Circi: they were the principal diver' 
sions of the 13th and 14th centuries. 

The following account of English tourneoients, extracted 
from Maitland's History of London, it is hoped, will not 
dispbase the reader. 

In the reign of Edward IV. Roch, who was better knowti 
by the appellation of the Bastard of Burgundy, being greatly 
celebrated for his acts of chivalry, came over and challenged 
the Lord Scales, brother to the Queen, to fight wi^ him^ 
which Scales readily accepting, the King commanded lists 
to be prepared in Smithiield, wherein they might perform 
combat, 370 feet Jn length and 260 in breadth, with mag- 
nificent galleries for t'he reception of the illustrious specta- 
tors ; where assembled the King, the nobility, and principal 
gentry of both sexes. The first day they fought with spears, 
with no visible advantage on either side. The second, they 
tournayed on horseback, when the Lord Scales, having a 
long spike fixed on /his chaffron, (pommel of his saddle) 
which as they enclosed run into the nostrils of the bastard's 
horse, by the anguish wl^ereof he reared himself with that 
violence^ that he stumbled backwards, whereby his rider was 
unfortunately unhorsed, which occ^ioned him , to cry out, 

, that he conld not hold by the clouds ; and that though his 
horse had failed him, he would not fail to meet his adversary 
the next day ; which behig accordingly performed, they fought 
on foot with pole axes, when Scales soon penetrated the bas- 
tard's helmet : the King threw down his warder, whereupon 
they were immediately parted by the MarshaL But the 
bastard insisting upon fighting out with that weapon, a coun- 
cil was held to deliberate thereon; the result whereof was, 
that if he persisted in. renewing the combat, he must, aq- 
cording to. the law of arms, be delivered to his adversary in 
the same condition he was in at his horse's misfortune. But . 
rather than submit to those terms he waved his pretentions. 

w ... 

The justs were also public, exercises used by persons of 

(A) Maitland^B Hisioiy of London, p. 298.. 
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note, >vho were clesirous of gaining reputation in feats of 
»rinSf from the King to the private' gentlemftii. 

The time apd place being appointed, the challenges were 
sent abroad for all that were desirous to signalize themselvesf. 
Places were erected- for the spectators, and the lists, i. e. 
ground, raised about, in which the adventurers were to shew 
their dexterity. Rewards were assigned to the YictoTious, 
and great honours paid tliem. As to .the contenders, only 
two were let in at once, through different barriers, being in 
•complete armour, from head to fool^ and mounted on ex- 
cdlent horses. ' \ 

After performing the usual ceremonies, and paying their 
respects to the Sovereign or Judges, and to th^ Ladies, they 
took their several stations; and being thus in readiness when 
the trun^pets sounded, they both at the same time touched 
their lances, u e, set th^ butt end dgainst their breast, the 
point bearing towards their antagonist, and spurring their 
horses, ran furiously towards one another in such manner, 
that the points of their spears darted against each other's ar- 
mour, gave a terrible shock, and generally br^ke in pieces. 

If neither party received any damage, they both turned 
round, took fresh spears, and attacked one another a second 
time, then a third, and if neither of the justers suffered any 
.damage in: these three encounters, they both came off with 
reputation. But if a man was thrown off his horse, he was 
quite disgraced ; or if he was shaken in the saddle, or let fall 
his lance, or lost any part of his armour, or hurt his adver- 
saiy's horse — all these, and other particulars, were looked 
upon as disreputable. 

Of these justs, however, it was not said amiss by a Tur- 
kish envoy — :" That they were too rough if only for sport; 
** and if in earnest boy's play." {i) 

Revenue of England during the reigns of Edward III. and 
Richard II. \1307, and Edward IV. 1460— .the first was 
j^l 00,000, and tlie second was the same. 

In 1361, Thomas, by some means having offended the 

(i) Maitland*B History, p. 281. 
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King) was, attainted^ and Dcmald. Campbn^ was created 
fifteenth Earl o£ Mar. 

Arms.--^*QnarterIy I and 4 Mart 2 and S girony of ^ht 
pieOGB, or and sable. 

The Lollards sprung-np in A. D. 1S40, founded by John 
WickHfl^ and this ciiated a great .bu$tle in all the nationsi of 
i^irope, but most in England, Ireland, and Scotland, when^ 
many lives were lost. 

Widdiffdied December 13, 1388, but his doctrine dibc| 
not, as it had taken too deep rool^ although the Pope con^i 
d^l3^ed many persons to the ^am^s for holding |iis tenip^^^ 
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CHAPTER XXIII, • 



"Vftapi in aniBiement, o*er the mouldeiio^ pile, 

I saw oblivion pass, with giant stride, 
And whilst his visage wore pride^s scornful smiley 

* Harpy thoa knowest, then tell me whose/ 1 crKdy 
^' Whose those vast domes that even in ruin shine? 
^ I reck not wl^osea he said> they now are mine !' 

!pie ifwa ScoHatif vol. i/. p, 98, 



On the death of David IPs Queen, in 1303, he married, 
secondly, Margaret Logie, and having no issue, he , made 
pilgrimages and largesses to the shrines of Becket, Columbia, 
Palladius, &c. which were highly applauded by Duncan, ^ 
Bishop of Dunkeld. {a) 

Thomas, fourteenth Earl of Mar, returned home and was 
restored to his dignities, and a greater degree of royal &v- 
our, as appears in the notorial attestation of the famous act 
of Parliament, passed in 1371, where he was nominated and 
placed before the Princes of the blood royal, (i) 

In 1371, David II. made his demise, and was succeeded 
by Robert II. who was crowned March 25. Patrick Leu-r 
chars, Bishop of Brechin, Michael Monymusk, Bishop of 
Dunkeld, who sat in the full Parliament held at Scone,^ 
where Thomas, Earl of Mar, sat in council, and approved 
of the solemn declaration for confirming his Majesty's right 
to the crown, and John his son, by Elizabeth Moir, as suc- 
cessor. 

Robert married, in 1349, tliis Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Adam- Moir of Rowallan, Bart, canonically and in the face 

(a) MS. History, p.. 49. (fc) Writs of Mar. 
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pf the church, (so that she was not a concubine, as Bueb- 
anan maliciously asserts) and had issue John, (Robert) Jane, 
Giles, and Marjory. After Ther, he married, secondly, Eu- 
phemia, daughter' of Hugh, Earl dfRoss, and had issue 
Alexander, Elizabeth, and Margaret. 

His Majesty was son to -Walter Stuart, High Steward of 
Scotland, by Maijory, daughter of the late Robert Bruc^ 
and was the first 3tuart that mounted tli^ Scottish throne. 

Walter Trail was Bishop of Dunkeld, Aprils, 1373, 
John Pebbles succeeded him in 1380, iuid Wardlaw was 
Bishop of Caithness. 

Thomas, E^rlofMar, died in 1377, leaving no' issue by 
his wife Marjory, daughter of Archibald Douglas, Lord of 
Galloway, and Derve^ld Gumming, daughter of the Red; 
John Gumming, whom Bruce killed at Dumfries. 

Sir James Douglas, son of William, tenth Lord and first. 
Earl of Douglas, and Margaret, daugl^ter of Donald, Earl 
of Mar, (and heiress afterwards of that Earldom, as sister of 
Thomas the last Earl of Mar, laid claim to the Earldom of 
Mar, which was granted in 1378, in right of his wife, and 
had issue by her one daughter, Isabella, afterwards heiress 
of Mar. On the death of Margaret Mar, James married, 
thirdly, Margaret Stuart, daughter of Thomas, Earl of 
Angus, and relict of Thomas, JEarl of Mar. 

James Douglas succeeded, as fifteenth Earl of Mar, in 
right of his wife, by a charter, dated Kildrummy Gastle, 
July 22, 1377, (1378, House of Douglas, p. 117.) and was 
designed James Douglas, Earl of Douglas and Mar, with 
the lands of Easter Foulls in the parish of Leochell, in the^ 
Earldom of Mar and Viscounty of Aberdeen, formerly grant- 
ed to James Mowat, Esq. as may be seen by many charters 
and documents yet extant, and in the chartulary of Aber- 
deen,, p. 24. 

Margaret, Gountess of Mar by the courtesy of Scotland, 
had her husband created Earl of Mar and Lord of Gariocb, 
and had issue a son, James. Margaret, after being divorc- 
ed from her husband James, Earl of Mar, married Sir John 
Swiiiton. ' 
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Iii 1377, the Earl of Doi^las and Mar, Robert Stu«tt, 
Earl of Fife, with Archibald Douglas, Lord of Galloway^ 
entered Englanc^ with a corps' of 3000 men, and so^secretly, 
crossed the water of Solway, and were so quickly at Cocker- 
mouth, that the inhabitants had not power nor time to save 
their treasure, which the Scots soon eased them of, and ia 
three days made a good booty, with which they returned to 
Scotland, and on their way plundered and ravaged North- 
umberland, Cumberland, and Westmorland; and thfe newly 
created Earl of Nithsdale vanquished a corps of SOOO, killing 
200, and took 500 prisoners, {c) 

Again, Galloway and Fife made another inroad into Erig- 
land, committing several depredations^ and then returned 
home. 

Richard, King of England, determined to jrevenge the in- 
vasions of the Scots, raised a strong militia, and entered 
Scotland, where they made great havock, plundering and 
burning castles and cities. 

Robert, King of Scotland, remained in the northern part 
of the kingdom, but was no sooner informed of the ravages, 
than he convocated most of the nobility to meet at Aberdeen, 
and in council it was agreed to equip the national militia, to 
march Against the English* Two armies were soon formed, 
each containing 15,000 men, headed by James Douglas^ 
Earl of Douglas and Mar; Archibald Douglas; Alexander 
Lindsay of Walcop ; the Earls of Fife and Monteith ; Lord - 
Hay; James Lindsay, Earl of Crawford; John, Earl of 
Mora)'^, &c. . 

The coipbined host marched to Tedworth, wh§re they se- 
parated, the division commanded by the Earl of Fife enter- 
ed Cumberland by slow marches, committing devastation . 
with fire and sword. 

The second division, led on by the Earl of Douglas,^ 
.entered Northumberland, where they destroyed most part of 
that county. 

(c) Laurie's History of the Wars of Scotland. House of Douglas, vol. i. p. 14S» 
Drake, IBB, ' 
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. ^tb ATOMS marched as fiir as the ekj of £>urha»iy where, 
they were parti j opposed by ih6 peqple ; the diyision heaik 
isd bj the Earl of Fife^ with j^ermission of his Migesty, then 
wait to Ireland, where they laid si^e to Carlingsfbrd^ md 
A^jer several attacks carried the town^ took sc»ne ships thai 
lying in the hdrboar, which they Ioad<id with plunder^ and 
die remainder ' they set on fire, Thejr weighed Anchor,, set 
sail for the Isle of Man, which at that time belonged to the 
Montague family^ where they committed great havock, and 
lifter leaving this isl^ they joined the Earl of Douglas* divi^ 
sion* 

The united corps, by concerted marchess^ came withiii ten 
^miles of Newcastle^ when the north of England was thrown 
into the most dreadful consternation at this invasion, and the 
Earl of Northumberland collected a militia from beyond 
York} but as the Eiurl was far advanced in years, he was 
supported by his two sons, Ralph, and Henry called Hot>» 
spur, both valiant gentlemen* 

Before the English came up, the £arl of Douglas had se-> 
Ie<!ted 1 0,000 able-bodied men, whom he ordered to New« 
castle to lay siege to the town* Douglas reached Newcastle^ 
encamped <Ai the nOitH of the town, and begah to consider 
where' to begin the assault: he then filled all the ditches viritk 
hay and faggots of wood, raised ladders to scale th^ walls, 
and commenced the assault i but the town was garrisoned by 
the flower of the English nobility and gentlemen, and many 
of the^ people from the adjacent counties, who had fled to 
this city for refuge, and there defended themselves so brave-* 
ly, that the Scots were repulsed with great loss. Hotspur* 
now sent a challenge to Douglas, to meet him singly on the 
field, and there to try their prowess with sharp ground 
spears, in view of both armies. > 

Earl Douglas accepted the, challenge, and marched forth 

to meet his antagonist, when they began a fierce encounter ; 

but at the first onset Percy was unhorsed, and forced to take 

refuge within the gates of the town, and Douglas bore off 

' liis lance. The next night after the attack, Hotspur imagin- 
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&iy by a reiiifo?ceinent that cam^ tip, that he cotild meet - 
Douglas in the fieH ami give him battle ; he accordingly 
placed hfs army in battle order, but by this tihie the Scots 
had raised the siege. Chagrined «tt this unexpected disap^ 
Jioifttment, Percy pursfued Douglas, soon overtook him, awd 
- both militias drew up in battle lines, when the adverse da-* 
rioils sounded for the charge. Hotspur began the combat^ 
when a fierce engagement ensued, but darkness put a stop to 
the conflict, until Cyntljia tipvciled her face, and then the 
battle was renewed. The English fought with greaf bravery, 
and the Scots gave wajj and had nearly lost their standard, 
when they rallied again under Douglas, who unfortunately 
had forgot his cuirass, and fought strenuously with a battia 
axe, until reinforced by Patrick Hepburn md a(M9, with their 
- companies, and ag^in the Seots rushed to the battle. 

. The division cokntnanded by the Earl of Fife, after the 
siege of Newcastle, had taken another road, so that they 
knew nothing of this engagemelit. 

The English) although superior in number, were com- 
pletely vanquished with great loss. The Ballad commences 

thus: 

GocI prosper long our noble King^ 
^ Our lives and safeties all ; 

A woful hunting once there did 
In Chevy. Chacc befal. 
But the "Scottish Ballad runs id a more elegant style, as 
the cause of the battle is fully described, their entering Eng- 
land for plunder, the division of the army between the Earls 
of Fife and Douglasj and no mention is made of hunting the 
deer. 

After this battlej Dougks having penetrated into New- 
. castle, Percy, Earl of North tnnberland, called Hotspur^ 
made a night attack on the Scottish camp at Otterbum, the 
. action took place by moon-light^ and both parties fought 
with uncommon gallantry and .desperation. At length 
Douglas, armed with an iron mace, rushed into the thickest 
of the English battalion, followed only by his^ chaplaip^ 
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Ridiard Lundie^ and two £squires» Robert Hart and Simon 
Glendining ; but before his followers could cotne up^ their 
brave leader was stretched on the ground, with thre^ niortal 
wounds, and his Esquires lying dead by his side, the Priest 
alone, with his lance, was defending the body of his master 
from further injury. " 1 die like my forefathers," said the 
expiring hero, <^ in the field of battle, and not on a bed of 
<< sickness, conceal my death, defend my standard, ahd 
. <^ avenge my fall. It was an old prophecy, that a dead man 
^^ shall gain the field, and I hope it will be accomplished 
this night;" with these words he expired, and the battle was 
renewed with double obstinacy, {d) 

THE BALLAD OLD WAV. 
It fell about the Laimnos tide. 

When hosbandoien do win their ha^i 
Earl Doughu is to the English wood, 

Add a* with hioi to fetch a prey. 
He has chosen the Lindsay bright, 

With them the gallant Gordons gay, 
The Earl of Fife withouten strifci 

And Sir Hugh the Montgomery on a grey* 
They have burned Northumberland^ . 

And so have they Bambro &hire» 
The Otterdale they have burnt it haill| 

And set it in a blaze of fire. ^ 

Out then spoke a bonny boy, 

Tiiat serv*d ane o* Earl Douglas* kin, 
Methinks I see an English horse, 

A coming branking us upon. 
If this be true, thou litde foot page, 

If this be true thou tells to me^ 
The brawest bower in Otterburn, 

Shall be to thee thy morning fee* 
But if it be false thou little boy. 

But and a lie thou tells to 'me. 
On the highest tree in Otterburn^ 

Wi* nay ain hand 1*41 hang thee hie. 

(d) Monaster}' Mi^jtr^Jeey, vol. i. p. 26. 
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, . The boy has ta*en out his little penkiiifey 

That hting. right low down by his gare. 
And he gave Lord Douglas a deadly wouodi 

I wat a deep wound and a'sare. 
Earl Douglas to the Montgomery said, 

Take thou the vanguard of the threo. 
And bury me by the braken busby - 

That grows upon yon lity lee. 
Tlie Percy and Moiitgomery met. 

That either were of other fain, 
They 'swapped sworde, and they two sw^at, 

And ay the bluid ran down between* 
« O yield thee, O yieU thee, Percy," he said, 

** Or else I vow I'll lay thee low ;** 
«* Whom to «hall I yield," said Lord Percy, 

" Now that I see it must be so." 
Thou shah not yield to lord nor loun, 

Nor yet abalt thou yield to me, 
' But yield thee to the braken bush, 

That grows upon yon lily lee. 
I will not yield to a braken busli, 

Nor yet will 1 to a briar. 
But I will yield to £arl Doughts, 

Or Sir Huglj the Montgomery* ■ 
As soon as be knew it -Was Montgomeiy, 

H^ struck his sword point in the ground. 
And the Montgomery was a courteous knight, 

And quickly took him by the hand^ 
This deed was done at Otterburn, 

About the breaking of the day, 
Earl Douglas was buried at the braken bush. 

And the Percy captive led 9way. (e) 
There is another copy of this sopg, differing in some parts 
froni the one inserted here, beginning nearly the same : 
Jt fell out about the Lammas tide. 

When yeomen win their hay. 
The doughty Douglas *gan to ride 

In England, to take a prey* 

(e) Monastery Mmstrcbey, p. 8^. 
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The soldiers 4:heo covered the dead body of Earl Douglas 
with a cloak, that it might iK>t be known^ land hobting his 
standard, gave the weU knowo slogan — A Douglas ! A 

Douglas ! 

To chace the ieer with hound aad horn^ 

£arl Percy took his wajy 
The child oday rue that id unborn. 
The hunting of ihat day* 

On hearing this, they rushed to the standaixl from all quar* 
' ters, and began the attack ; the Earl of Moray having van^ 
quished one wing came on the slogan, and Keith, Earl ' 
Marischal, had made the younger Percy a prisoner. 

Among the prisoners were Robert Ogle, Thomas Halbeck, 
John Lillburn, Iven AUaine, William Wardcluttie, , Robert 
Heron, Jolin Colbache, the Baron of Hilton, Sir John CoU 
ville, and Sir Patrick Lovell. 

The English lost 1840 men in tliis battle, and 1040 were 
made prisoners, whdse ransom brought great wealth to Scot-^ 
land, The Scots lost 100, and 20Q were made prisoners. 

This battle was fought near Popperden, on the verge of a 
brook called Brammoch, that has its source in the Cheviot 
hills, on St. Oswald's day, August 5, 13.88,' {/J But Mr. 
Lauriecalls.it July 21, and also the caitufery of Melrose. 
Earl Douglas was buried at Melrose with all military hon- 
ours, and the IjArldojtt of Mar devolved on Isabella, as the 
Earl aiid his son fell in the field of battle. , 

Arms on the seal of Douglas, Earl of Mar, a shield 
couchee, quartered, supported by )» lion sejant, holding up 
the shield, his head helmeted, crested with a plume of 
feathers. 

Supporters. — ^Two trees issuant from a inount, as a com- 
partment of cross crpslets, and upon this compartment the 
shield rests. 

Arms on the plat^, — Quarterly, first and fourth, argent, 
a rhan's heart gules, ensigned with a crown or, and on a 
chief azure, three mullets of the first, Douglas; second and 

f/J House of Douglas, p. 150. Drak?, p. 138, 
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third of the fourth, a bend between sue cross cro^Iets fitcbed 
of the third, Mar. (g) . / 

Lady Isabella Doqglas, CountefiS of "ids^j married ^ 
Malcoltn I>rwnmond of Drummood, and in ri^t of W$ wife 
he became sixteenth Earl osf Mar, There 4ire many papers 
in the cartulary of Mar, where he is designed Earl of Mar, 
and went witli his brother to Otterburn, and in recpmpenoe 
of his valout received charters from Hobert H^ aod IIL 
wherein he is designed our beloved cousin, Malcolm Drum- 
mond, Earl of Mar, with an annuity of JL|.20 sterling from 
the ciistoms of Inverness* ' 

In 1390, on the demise of Robert II, John, his first bom, 
isought his birth^right, and assumed the name of Robert III. 
and by consent of the nobility )nounted the throne, althou^ 
many monkish historians laboured hard to make him iliegi-* 
ttmate, and, mositly by the continufitors of Fordun's Scoti 
Chronicon, whiph were Walter Bo^maker, Abbot of Incfa- 
colm, Patrick Russell, a Carthusian monk, and Magnus 
M*Culloch, a monk of Scone. The more modern writei*, 
as Boethius, Leslie^ Buchanan, and Major, echoed the same 
sti*aih of falsehood ; and it is an undeniable fact, tbat one 
will make ten thousand lie, as Cromwell the usurper said 
without sufiiision, that a well told lie was of more value than 
the lives of ten thousaxui men« ' 

During this period the standard nat^al coin $u£fered an 
alteration in vi^eight and in value, adding two shilljings and 
eightpenjce to the pound, or L,l Igs, from the p<?und of silver. 
There were three different pieces of gold coin, called 8t, 
Andrews; and there was c<Hned fr^m the pound of gold^ 
L.17 1^. bearing eleven 'ounces» eighteen pennyweights, 
and ^ghteen grains of pure gold, and one pennyweight i^ 
grains of alloy : but before the reign of Robert II. there .was 
no gold coined in Scotland* 

On the death of Malcolm Druromond, £arl of Mlir, In 
1400, Lady Isabella Douglas married Al^xiaQder, ill^giti-» 

(g) Nisbct Porny's Elemeate of Heraldry, p. M3. 
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mate son of Alexander Stuart, Earl of Buclian and Bad«n- 
och, fourth son of Robert IL and in right of her he was 
seventeenth Earl of A^ar. He made a resignation of the 
honours of Mar and Garioch into the hands of his Majestj^, 
for new infeftment of tliem to hira and the heirs male of their 
maririQge, which failing, shall return to the heirs male of the 
said Sir Alexander Stuart, dated August 1^, I4'04». 

It has been alledged l^ many, that Sir Alexander Stuart 
liesieged the Countess in the Castle of Kildrummy, which he 
look, and there ravished her* There is a remarkable patent 
yet extant, the instrument of protest taken by Sir Alexander, 
before the gates of Kildrummy castle, Sept. 19, 1404^, which 
sets forth, that he presented to the Countess the castle of Kil- 
drummy, with the haill papers, evidents, plenishing, and 
plate, within the castle; and also freely delivered the keys 
into her hands, with full consent to dispose of them as she 
pleases : whereupon she, holding the keys in her hands, with 
mature advice chose the said Sir Alexander Stuart for her 
husband, and in free marriage gave to him the castle with its 
pertinents, the Earldom of Mar, the Lordship of Garioch, 
the Baronies of Strathaven, Creichmount, (probably Ken- 
nethmont) Down, Buck, Cabarach, with an annuity of 200 
merks out of the parish of Haddington, the forest of Jed- 
burgh, with the lands and pertinents of the same ; and all 
the other lands belongiug or which might belong to her, 
either by father or mother, within the kingdom of Scotland, 
to be holden by her said husband and herself, and their heirs, 
which failing, to the said Lady and her heirs ; before all 
which Sir Alexander took instruments. 

There is likewise a charter granted by th§ said f sabella 
Douglas, dated and sealed before Alexander, Bishop of 
{loss, and the haill tenants in the field witliout the gates of 
Kildrummy castle,' vouching that she was not forced thereto, 
December 9, 14-04. 

There is also an instrument of sasine, bearing the same 
date, following thereon, and a confirmation by King Robert 
III. dated January^ HOS. 
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He was appointed plenipotentiary to treat of peace with 
England, and gained frpin that crown a safe conduct to go 
up to London, witli a retinUe of 70 men and horses, in 
. U06. {h) 

Lady Isabella Douglas died in 1409, without issue, when 
he married, secondly, Mary de Horn, of the House of West 
Hall, and with her had the Lordships of Duffil and Walhem, 
and the representation devolved upon Robert, Lord Ersklne, 
son of Sir Thomas Erskine of Castle Erskine, on account of 
his marriage to Jane, daughter of Sir Edward Keith of Lin- 
ton, by Christina, daughter and heiress of Sir John Mon- 
teith, who married Lady Helen, daughter of Graitney, Eari 
of Mar. (?) 

Robert III. coined L,19 4s. from the pound of gold, and 
at the coronation of James I. in 1406, the currency was 
L.22 10s. from the pound of gold, and L.1 17s. 6d. from 
the ppund of silver. 

James L when but young, went with lienry, son of 
Henry Percy who fell at Chevy Chace, and departed from 
Bar Castle with part of their retinue, and put to sea, when 
they were drove by storm on Walderness ; but James and 
young Percy went to Flamborough-head for refreshment, 
where his Majesty was made prisoner by Henry, March 
^0, 1407. (*) 

The Prince remained in prison during the reign of that 
monarch, who made his demise, and was succeeded hy 
Henry V. who died August 31, 1422: in 1422, Henry, 
Bishop of Aberdeen, was sent ambassador to England to 
treat of James's ransom, which was stipulated at 100,000 
merks sterling, which was paid, and the monarch liberated, 
after a captivity of 1 7 years : he landed in Scotland, • and was 
crowned at Scone, May 20, 1424. (/) 

At the commencement of this century, the power of each 
department of legislature became more accurately defined, 
although no considerable alterations had been made in either, 

(i) Writs of Mar. (0 Douglas* Peerag*. (A) Drake, p. iSd, 

(0 Ibid. 808, 813. 
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The Kin^s authority was most assuredly, but not In ge- 
iitttAf despotic, since he could neither repeal nor ehange 
any law which had been made by consent of bis Parliaments 
Yet that dispensing power, which each monarch assumed 
^en it suited his purpose, threw fer too great a weight into 
the scale of royalty. Tlitf sovereignty lodged in this, that 
the monarch retained the cruel right of giving in marriage 
the wards of the crown, although that prerogative (as well as 
that of purveyance) ^-as exercised in a hiore moderate degree 
than it had been of old. (m) He could likewise impress for 
his service not only soldiers and sailors, but also musicians, 
goldsmiths, embroiderers, and many other artificers. The 
Peers attended their duty in Parliament at their own ex- 
pence, and the Representatives of the Commons were always 
paid from the commencement of representation. Towards 
the close of the l#th century it was fixed at 4?s. per diem, or 
L.73 per annum, and L.36 lOs^ for each Burgess : and we 
may reasonably rate these sums equal to ten times their value 
in 1828, i. e. L.78 equal to L.7S0, considering not only the 
weight of silver, but also the cheapness of provisions and 
conveniences in the fifteenth century. 
' The SherifTs influence in returning members Was extensfre 
and frequently abused. Sometimes they made no proper 
elections of Knights, &c. sometimes no return at all, and 
sometimes they returned such as had never been elected. 
For these, and such like misdemeanours, he might be sued 
by action at the assizes, and was liable to fines and imprison- 
ment. 

The qualification for Knights of Shires was L.40 per an- 
num, equal to L.400 in 1828, while the Knights under the 
Roman Empire had four thousand sesterces, equal to X..S1 25. 

It appears too, that strength of body and 'constitution was 
demanded, for the parliamentary writs at this period direct-* 
ed the electors to choose not only the most sage but the 
strongest men, that they might be able to endure the fatigue 

. '- : i : 

(m) Caledoniaa Bee, p. 2. 
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of the Journey atid close attendance. Besides their pay^ ihd 
members .of the House of Commons had the privilege, for 
themselves and their servants, of freedom ^from all arrestsv a 
necessary exemption, that they might be enabled to perform 
their duty. But this privilejge {as well as their pay) attead- 
ed on the members only during their actual services^ and 
quitted 'them at the close of each Session ; aUowing pnly for 
the few days whieh they were obliged to employ in joumeyilBg 
to London and returning home. • ^ 

The ConiM>cations were jegularly summoned with the lay 
Parliaments, and as regularly met^ and the prelates were gt^l 
directed to attend and " consult with the nobility.'* They 
were also directed to order their dean and archdeacons to i^^ 
tend in person, each chapter to send a proctor, and the 
clergy of each diocese to send two proctors, <^ to <x>iisent to 
<^ those things which should be ordained by the common 
" council of the kingdom :" as, therefore, they were only to 
*^ consent," not to " consult,'* the proctors could scajrceiy 
be repkoned a part of the Commons. They, howe]Ker, re- 
ceived wages and were partakers of the priyil^s of Fariia-* 
ment, and the ecclesiastics still continued to l^y taxes on 
themselves ; but the [consent of the other branches of the 
legislature were necessary to ^ve force to their decree^ 

^Parliaments were often called and Quickly di^issed,^ atjd 
^ had frequendy only one Sessioj?, and in (1S99) but. a single 
4ay, yet in that one day they deposed a Kirijg ^Biqb^d IJ^) 
and set up another* Henry IV. of England^ in 141 p, wrote 
.to the yVrchbishop, prdering him to bring forth, all his pro- 
vince, clei'ical and secular, to be clothed, armed,, ^nd trail- 
ed for the field, m tlie first notice of the landing of tlje 
enemy. ' , r 

In l^24j^ the boll of wheat was sold for L.2 Scots, or is. 
4d. sterling; the boll of barley at Is. 4d. Scots, or l^d. sterl- 
ing; a boll of oats 6s. Scots, or 6d« sterlings* and the price 
of an ox was L.4 Scots, or 6s. 8d. sterling. 

In 1438, under the reign of Louis XI. of France, the 

3 A , 
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nation. w^s in disorder. That prince was son of. Charles 
' ViL and Marik of Arijou, born at Bourgeis,. July 3,. I42S, 
£knd was brought up under the inspection of the Queen Mo- 
' ther, and had few other gilardians than that princess. John 
' Major, Canon of Rhelms, was Qhaplain and Confessor, aiid 
the Governors were Atriauri d'Estissac and Berjiard d'Arma- 
nagii. Earl of March. Before he w:as five years of age, he 
was espoused to Margaret, daughter of James I. of Scot- 
fend i the contract was signed at Perth, July 19, and ratifi- 
ed at Chinon, October 30, 14«28. 

'- The Earl of Mar died in 14?35, and Robert Lyle laid claim 
to the Earldom in right of his mother, daughter of Graitney, 
.Earl of Mar } but what share of the Earldom he obtained 
cannot be ascertained, yet he added the arms of Mar to his 
paternal coat, (n) 
' His Majesty James I. was highly incensed at the invasion 
of the Earl of Northumberland, and emboldened by a recent 
* victory, levied a strong militia, and laid siege to the castle of 
Roxburgh; but when he had near carried it by storm, his 
■"Queen came in ^eat haste to the Catnp, telling his Majesty 
"of the conspiracy that was on foot, and if not sufficiently 
' tvatchful his dwn life was particularly aimed at, ami it was 
tifeJwt to impossible he should escape their hands. On hear- 
ing this his Majesty raised th^ siege, and returned home, 
' where he lived very incautiously. ^ 

' ^ Walter Stuart, , £arl of A thol, . soil of Robert 1 1, aspi red 
to the crown, buoyed up by the fabulous tales of some'ficti- 
"tibus persbfis tailed weird * sisters, y. ^. witches, who.pro- 
"phesyed th^t he ishould be crowned before he died, which 
"•^-as truly verified. He now instigated Robert, Duke of Al- 
bany, to assassinate David, Duke of Rothsay, his Majesty's 
brother. After the return and coronation of his Majesty, 
Athol solicited Jatoes to deprive Murdoch, Walter, dnd 
~ Alexander, his sons, of their lives, as they (he said) had 
conspired against the life of their royal father, and not only 

(«) Douglas Peerage, p. i33. 
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to cut them off,, but all their progeqy, when convicted, of 
such treason. ,Thesq incumbrances being lopt off, he was 
confident of a way to dispo6^ of the King, and undisturbed 
ascend the throne, (o) He persuaded his nephew Rqbert 
Stuart, and his cousin Robert Graham, with some others, 
to murder the King, promising them large rewards. Filled 
with this sanguinary scheme, they went on the night to the 
Black Friars Convent in' Perth, where his Majesty lodged, 
and passing the guards, went to the adjoining chamber, were 
admitted by Walter Straiton to his Majesty, whom they dis- 
patched with 28 blows, and also Patrick Dunbar, and se^ 
verely wounded the Queen, who endeavoured to defend the 
body of her lord. Thus feH James I. February 2), (25) 
1436, jn the 44th year of his age, and 13th of his reign, (p) 

Athol was now seized, and being brought forth,' was open- 
ly crowned the first day with ^ "red-hot iron crown; on the 
second day he was drawn through the streets on a hurdle ; 
and on the third day had his belly ripped up, and his heart 
and all his bowels burnt, after which he was beheaded and 
dismembered. Robert Stuart was slightly punished, but 
Robert Graham was put into ^ cart, with his hand fixed to a 
gibbet erected thereon, while three men alternately thrust 
red hot iron into his body, and then he was embowelled and 
his bowels burnt, (q) 

The young Prince, James II. was crowned when only six 
years of age. 

The representation of the Earldom of Mar now devolved 
on Robert, 7th Lord Erskine, on the death of Isabella 
Douglas in 1409, ^nd was eighteenth Earl of Mar. 

Robert died in 1435, and his son Robert, 8th Lord Ers- 
kine, claimed the Earldom, and. ip consequence was return- 
ed and served heir to Lady Isabella Douglas, Countess of 
Mar, and was 19 th Earl of Mar, before the Sheriff of Aber- 
deen, April 22, 1438. (r) ^ 

(o) Drake, 224. (p) Hollinshetl's Chronicle, vol. ii. p. 74. (7) Ibid. 

Drake, 331. (r) Douglas, 461, 466. 
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He married Mary, daughter of Robert Stuart of Lorn, 
Issue Thomas, and received a charter on the Earldom of 
Mar, comprehending Strathdon, Strathdee, Corgarff, Brae- 
mar, Cromar, and the Lordship of the Garioch, June 23, 
1465. 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 

""X 



WiiAt are th« Min^ rHhr, the pendant shades^ 
The morviaf^ bpwen^ the erenin|^ calooBade^ 
But soft recesses for th* uneasy mind 
Ta Mgh iraheftrd to, to the paasing wind ! 
So the Btrudc deer, in Bome sequester'd pKrt, 
Lies down to die (the arrow in his heart) ; ' 
There hid in shades, and' wasCiog day by cby^ 
InJy he bleeds, and pants his soul away. 



Hats and Caps were now introduced for common use^ 
and the first cap seen in these parts of the world was in 144f9| 
at the introit of Cbavles YII« into Rouen ^ and frcnn that, 
period they began to take pkce of the hoods or chaperons^ 
that had been till then used. When the cap wa& of velvet it 
was called Mortior, when of wool simjdy Bomxdtf and none 
but Monarchs, Princes, and Knights, were allowed the use 
of di^Mortier. The Cap was the head-dress of the ckrgy 
and'graduates. 

. Pasquia says,, that it was anciently a paixt of the hood 
worn by the gendemen of the robe, the skirts whereof bewg 
^tttoffas an incumbrance,^ left the round- cap an easy com- 
modioub^cover for the head^ which round cap' being afters 
wards assumed by the people, those of the gown changed it 
for a square cme, first invented by PatrouiUet, a French- 
man; he adds, that, the giving of the Cap to the Students in 
the Umversities, was to denote that they had ae^ired &U 
liberty, and were no longer subject tx> the ferula of their su^ 
periors,^in^ imitation of the ancient Romans, who^ gftve a 
Pileus or Cap to their slaves, in the ceremony of their emali- 
cipation ; whence the proverb— wa?r^ setvas ad ;piletm» 
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Hence also on medals, the Cap is the symbol of liberty, whom 
they represented holding a cap in her right hand by the point. 
. The Romans were many ages without any regular cover* 
ing for the head ; when either the rain or the sun was trouble- 
some, the lappet of the gown was thrown over the head, and 
hence it is, that all the ancient- statues appear uncovered, 
excepting sometimes a wreath or the like, and the same usage 
obtained among Grecians, where, at least during the heroic 
age, no caps were known. The kind of caps or covers for 
the head, used among the Romans on various occasions, were 
tiie Pitra,' Pileus, Cucullus, Galerus, and Pallialum, the 
differences between which are often confounded by ancient 
as well as modern writers. 

The French clergy wear a shallow sort of cap, called Cal- 
lote, which only covei^ the top of the head, made of leather, 
satin, worsted, or other stuff. The red cap is a mark of 
dignity, allowed only to those who are raised to the Cardi- 
nalate. The secular clergy are distinguished by black lea- 
ther caps, the regulars by knit and worsted ones. Church^ 
men apd the members of Universities, students in law, physic, 
&c. as well as graduates, wear square caps. In most Uni- 
versities, doctors are distinguished by peculiar caps, given 
them on assuming the Doctorate. Wickliff calls the Canons 
of his time Bifitrcati, from tlieir caps. Pasquin observes, 
.that in his time the caps won/ by the ecclesiastics, &c. were 
called square caps, though in effect they were round yellow 
i:aps. 

The; Chinese have not the use of the hat like the British, 
but us6 a cap of peculiar structure, which the'lawsf of civility 
will not dllow them to put off. I|; is various for the different 
seasons of the year; that used for summer iis inform of a 
cone, ending at the top in a point, made of a very beautiful 
kind of mat, much valued in that country, : and lined with 
satin; to this added, at the top, a large lock of red silk^ fall- 
ing down and fluctuating regularly on all sides, making a 
graceful appearance : sometimes, instead of silk,J they use a 
kihd of bright red hair, the lustre ^hercof is efJaccd by no 
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weather. In winter, they wear a plush cap, bordered wkh 
martlet or fox's skin; as to the rest like those for the sum- 
mer. These caps are frequently sold for eight or ten crowns, 
but they ^re'so short that the ears are exposed. 

The cap is sometimes used as a mark of infamy ; in Italy, 
the Jews are distinguished by a yellow cap, at Lucca by an 
orange. * - . 

In France, those who had been bankrupts were obliged 
ever after to wear a Green Cap, to prevent people from be- 
ing imposed on in any future commerce. By several arrets, 
in 1584, 1622, 1628, 1688, it was decreed, that if they were 
at any time found without their green cap, their protection 
should be null, and their creditors empowered to cast them 
into prison ; but the sentence, is not executed, {a) 

His , Majesty, married JMary, daughter of the Duke of 
Guelderland, by whom he had issue James, Alexander, and 
John. He was slain by the bursting of a cannon, on Sunday, 
August 3, 1460. 

James III. now ascended the throne, and John his brother 
was made 20th Earl of Mar. James married Margaret, 
daughter of Christian, King of Denmark, and with her had 
^he 28 Orkney Isles, and the 18 Shetland Isles, in 1469, 
until 50,000 florins of the Rhine were paid, and on the birth 
of their son James, March 10, 1472, Christian resigned all 
right to the isles for ever. James III. displayed a frigid and 
pusillanimous soul, as he- made the meanest mechanics his 
'sole companions, looking with contempt on all the nobility, 
but none shared his favour so far as Robert Cochrane, a low 
bred and ilKterate mason ; nay, he even despised his own 
Queen, and cohabited with a meretricious woman, nick- 
named Daisy. John, Earl of Mar, and Alexander, Duke 
of Albany, were chagrined at his Majesty's conduct, which 
was augmented by his recalling all rights of crown land, 
hereditary offices, and every other concession detrimental to 
his prerogative, which had been extorted during his mino- 
ity. (A)__ ■ ' - 

(a) Monthly Visitor, (6) Robertson, rol. i. 
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The Scripturfe was forbidden to the lowel* order, not only, 
by the clerical mandate and anathema, but from the enormity 
bf the price, as WicklilTs English translation of the New 
Testament was valued at j£2 16s. 8d. sterling. 
' Edward IV. who swayed the English sceptre, ascended 
the throne March 4, 1460. The national revenue was 
j&l 00,000 sterling, and continued in that state until 1485* 

The gold coin of Scotland was called Unicorns and Demi- 
tmicorns, bearing in proportion one pennyweight six grains 
of alloy, to eleven ounces, eighteen pennyweights, eighteen 
grains of pure gold, which weighed ten pounds, two ounces, 
and twenty grains of pure silver, and gave in coin j678 15s. 
while the silver coin was £7 4s. from the pound, alloy eigh- 
teen pennyweights. 

Combinations among the Scots^ secret intrigues with Eng- 
land, and all the usual preparations for war, were the effect* 
df their resentment. 

The .Duke of Albany and the Earl of Mar became every 
day more incensed with his Majesty, who treated them with 
an equal degree of coldness as he did the other nobles. The 
brothers, entered deeply into all their cabals, but James de- 
fected their designs before they were ripe for execution, and 
seizing the Earl of Mar, who resisted and resented with too 
much boldness the conduct of the King, was imprisoned un-. 
der the complicated charge of conspiracy and witchcraft, his 
veins were opened, and he wats bled to death, Dec. 1480; 
HoUinshed and Leslie say 1 479. Thus was the predictioa 
fulfilled, that a Scottish lion would be devoured by his own 
whelps. Immediately on his death, Robert Cochrane was 
created 21st Earl of Mar. 

I weird, I weird, hard hearted lord, 

Thy fa* shall soon be seen ; . - 
Proud was the Illy of the morn, , , - 

The cauld frost nippM or e'en. 
Tliou leughst In scorn when puir men wccp'd, 

And strack thee lowly down ; 
Sae shall nae widow weep for thihe, 
' When a' their joys are flowit " 
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This night ye drink the iparkly wine, 
I redd ye driixk your fill ; 

The morrow's sUn shall drink your blilid^ 

Afore he readi the hill. Old BMai. 

James now seized Albany,^ and sent him prisoner to Edin-* 
burgh castle, M'fao^ hearing of his brother's catastrophe^ be^ 
came apprehensive for his own fate, found means to make 
his escape from prison and fled to France. Concern for his 
brother's honour or indignation at his measures^ were per-, 
haps the first motives Ihat induced Albany to }oin the mal- 
contents. The attachment shewn by his Majesty to his fa« 
voutites rendered him still nicire odious to the peers, joined 
to the prospect of the advantages which might be derived 
from the generell disaSection, and the resentment which the 
.Duke of Albany felt on account of his brother's death, with 
his own injuries, inflamed him with more criminal and am* 
bitious thoughts. He Concluded a treaty with Edward IV. 
of England, in which he assumed the title of. Alexander 
Stuart, King of Scotland ; and in retUrn for the assistance 
promised him by Edward, towards the dethroning his bro- 
ther Jame3, bound himself, when seated on the Scottish^ 
throne, i<s give homage and swear fealty to Edward, to re- 
nounce the ancient allegiance^of France, and contract a ijew 
6ne with England^ In cader to secure the aid promised by 
Edward, Albany agreed to surrender some of the strongest 
and. best fortified castles, and most valuable counties in Scot- 
land. 

The aid so basely purchased by Albany, at the price of 
his honour and the independence of his country, was punc- 
tually granted him^ and the Duke of Gloucester, at the head 
ef a powerful army, conducted Albany to Scotland. The 
danger of a foreign, invasion now obliged James to implore 
the assistance of that nobility^ whom he had so long treated 
with contempt. 

I see the snsiw itidnM horsesi ride, 
Tlieir glittVing swords they draw % 

Their swords that shal! na' glitter lang^ 
- Till Kenneth's pride shall fa'. 
3b 
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The black doghowfdy he saw the sight 

Nae iDan but ] could see.; 
High on fair Margaret's breast her slieet^ 

And deadly fix*d her ee. 
Sae spak the seer; wild in his eett 

His frighted spirit gaz'd ; 
Pale were his cheeks^ and stiff his hair; 

Like boarjr bristles rais'd. 
^ Loud, loud, in Kenneth's lighted ha^ 

The sang of joy was heard, 
And mony a cup thej fill'd again ^ 

Afore the light appear*d« 
Were my son Willianmow but licrfc, 

He would na* fail the pledge : 
Wi* that in at the door there ran . 

A ghousty looking page. 
•* I saw them, Master, O ! I saw, 

** Beneath the thdrny brae, 
** Of black mail'd warriors mony a rank; 

" Revenge! he cried, and gae." Old Ballad* 

Some of the nobility were ia close confederacy with Al- 
bany, and approved of all his pretensions^ others were im- 
patient for any event, which would restore them to theii 
ancient orders and pre-eminences. Enraged at tlie proceed- 
ings of James, the combined nobles took the field with 
50,000 foot and horse, and encamped on the Boroughmuir. 
James, apprehensive of the impending danger^ endeavoured 
to collect his forces to suppress their hostile intentions while 
in embryo, sent Robert Cochrane, Earl of Mar, with a 
corps of artillery 300 . strong. Cochrane wks clothed in a 
riding uniform, and ml)unted on a brown bay steed richly 
caparisoned. The Earl's uniform was of black velvet with a 
gold chain, and appendage of four pearl bugles enchased in 
gold, valued at 500 crowns. His horn was ornamented 
with gold, and from the middle was suspended a large beryl ; 
the insignia was overlaid with gold leaf, and all his , horns 
were ornamented. His guards were all clothed in rich white 
liveries with black bends, and his pavilions were massive 
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silk, the cords and tassels of twisted silk, enchased with 
^Id. 

Tlie youth that bare Lerd Kenneth's cup, 

The daft smile on his cheek, 
Frae his white hand let fa* the drink. 

Nor did the bauldest speak. 
Sae have I seen the grey-wing'd shaft, 

That strack the noblest deer ; 
Astounded gaz*d the trcoibling herd, 

Nor could they fldc for fear. 
*^ Ride, ride, and bid Lord William comp, 

^* His fiither's sair beset ; 
" It was Lor4 WiUlanjTs horse timt neigk*d ; 
" I heard them bar the yate/' Old Ballad. 
The Scottish nobles were convened in the church of Lau«> 
der, holding council what was best to be done. Twenty- 
four the most judicious and literate wer^ selected as legisla- 
tors, viz. twelve Bishops, with the Elarls of Eyandale, Drum- 
mond, Angus, Argyle, Huntly, S^ton, Crawford, Gray, 
Hume, Orkiiey, Fleming, and Bpthvfell. This assembly 
unanimously resolved to seize on his Majesty, and not to inr 
suit his person or wound his dignify, but confine him in 
Edinburgh Castle ; declaring, that this was more to redress 
their own grievances than to annoy the enemy, but with a fixed 
resolution were determined to annihilate those minions whose 
insolence they could no longer tolerate. 

"While this council was deliberating, Cochrane reached 
the camp and marched to the church, in o;*4er to. dissolve 
the Convention* 

Thy secret keep, I urge ihee not ; 
Yet, ere again ye sought this spot, 
Say, heard ye nought of Lowland war, 
Against Clan Alpine raised by Mar ? 
But soft I what messenger of speed 
Spurs' hither ward h^s panting steed ? 
I guess his cognizance afar. 
' " What, from our cousin, John of Mar ? - ' 

He prays, my Hege, your sports keep bound;; 
Within the safe and guarded ground : , - 
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Fqr f ome faul purpose yet unknowDi 
Most sure for evil to the throne. 
The tMrf the fl/ing courser spum'd* 
And to his tower tb^ King seturo'd* 

Z^/^y of ih€- Lake. 
On entering the church, the Earl of Huatly seized Coch- 
rane by th^ gold chain, suspend^ froia hia ne^k, and told 
him he trad >YPrn the rnetallk onei too Icm^ and he now 
meant to give him onp of eoarser mat^vial. They then de- 
nuded him of his parapharnalia, bound hii^ bands behind his 
back, fixed a cord of hair round his neck, dragged him to the 
bridge of Lauder, and there hang^ him. Aft^r his death, 
the nobles entered with a military dispatch into the King's 
apartments, aiid seized all his fkvourtteils, whom they re-? 
warded with the &te of CocKrane^ (c) 

George, son of George Brown, Treasurer of Dundee, 
descended frop the Browns of Midmar, was Bishop of Dun-i 
keld in 14>81,' ai^d was co^seqratediiy PopelSxtus lY. Au^ 
gust 12, 1499; and William Elphin^tone was BisIm^ of 
Aberdeen, August 12, 1489: he was made Lord Privy Sealj 
Sept. 11, 1509, in the 22d of his Majesty's reign, {d) 

Robert, Bishop of Punkeld, was iiritness m a charter of 
apprising by James III. on the lands of B<Hidland i|i Caith-* 
. ness, fix>m Jftmes, Eturl of Buchan, to Robert Lyie, pre^ 
^umptive Earl of Mar, May 19^ 1485. {e) 

On the death of Cochrane, John Stuart, illegitimate soit 
of his Majesty James I|I. by Margaret, daughter of Archie 
bald Boyd of Bonshaw, was 23d Earl of Mar. 
^ << Welcome, ray. valiant god,*' be said, 
" Or should I welcoQfhB |fly, 
^' In sic an ill hour wb^ ypu coHie 

^* To meet thy father's f^ ?" 
<' CiirsM be thi^t thought,*' bald William, sal^ 

*^ My father's faes are ri^iue ; 
'^ Lang has my brcfast frae Kenneth learn'4 
•* Sic baby fear to tine." 

(c) LMjtlwy*! Scots Chrouide. {d) ICc>t^*« CatiUoguc ViA Cartulary of War.. 
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« O William ! bgdivii^ kenj; y^t^^wC 

*• Fajther^ w^ k^n it, nom y, 
" Let wondeo telj whflt wQinei^ wlph," 

Syne three, sbnll.blast^ h^ ki^W* 
Fair Marg'ret lay on dpwof bed. 

Yet was na smni )i^r ce^^; 
She waken'd vi' Lonl WiUiai^'s hom. 

And down sh^ caune iit jl?aiitcf» Qld l^buL 

Thomas Erskine succeeded his ikther in H&7, and was 
24th Earl of Mar, he married' Jffliet^ daughter of James 
Douglas, Earl of Morton, by Jane Stuart, daughter of James 
I. and had issue , Alexander, Elizabeth, Maryj^^ and Mut 

riehr/;. ' \ 

His Majesty perceiving the deep rooted, hatred, of his sufcl. 
jects against him, which he could not mollify by geptle means, 
when he found all their bows bent against his life, and the 
rebels all mustered at Stirling,* where he then lay. 'He be* 
came enraged at the menacing hiessag^es sent tp hiiii,^ and the 
insults still offei^ed, whjch he wished to punish, ii^wpi^d. 
not stay on: the auxiliary arms of his num^-ckus an4 
Ipy^l friends, wbp werei on their march to join his s^wdari^ 
headed by thie Eairls of Caithness, At^ol, Craw£>rd» £rro}lj 
Huntly, Mar, Marischal,, Rothes,, Sutherland, with tliQ 
'Lords Forbes, Fraser, md Qgilvie, with 40»e00 r^uol^ $p4 
file. James imprudfently sallied forth before t^hey apivedt, 
attended only by the Earls of Montrose and GleDcain], wi^ 
the Lprds Grah)am, RuthveUj^ and MascweU^ but wjhi]^ hjn 
Majesty w^sL on his way to Bannpckburn,. he was surrpunde^ 
by the enemy, and Sir Robert Stuart and William) D^^a^. 
led on the foot^ who wer^ soon worsted? andbi^ Miye$l)y,, at« 
tempting to escape, was thrown from his borsi^and sei^r^y. 
bruised; rising he fled to a neighbouring mill, hqplpg tcv 
reach s^me ships and by that means make his escape s he wfi% 
pursued and overtaken by Patrick Gray, Stirling E^eny ap^i 
Borthwick a priest, who gave hi^i a mortal stab with. 9 ^ilkiK 
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The tidings of their leader lost. 
Will soon dissolve the mountain host ; 
Nor would we that the vulgar feel, 
For their chief's cnmes* avenging steelf 
I see the dagger crest of Mar, 
J see the Moray's argent star. 
Wave o'er the cloud of Saxon war, 
That up the lake comes winding far. 
Down, downy cried Mar, your lances down V 
Bear back both friend ^nd fo^ ! 
Like reed before the tempest's frown. 
That scarried grove .of lances brown • 
Bear Mar our message, Braco fly ! 
' He turn'd bis steed, my liege, I hie. 
Yet, ere I cross this lily blown, 
I fear the broad swords Will be drawn * 

L(tdif of tlie Lake* 

The highlanders fix a great estimation on the dirk, which 
is judiciously suspended from a leather zone fixed round the 
middle over the philabeg, and when equipped in the Celtic 
costume, the dirk is ready on^ any sudden assault. If the 
dirk hiing too loose it could not be so promptly at command, 
but in the manner it was placed, the hand of the wearer ins- 
tinctively touched the hilt From the particular manner this 
weapon was managed, the most dreadful execution was per- 
formed- by it. When the anger of the person was raised, the 
dirk was pointed to the assailant in front, and when lowered 
it menaced the foe behind, and by turning the wrist either 
way, the enemy was kept at bay ;' or if he escaped destruc- 
tion,? he was certain of a ghastly wound. Incredible feats 
have been achieved by this favourite brand of the highlander. 
With this destructive weapon, the IsiXe heroic Lieut. Colonel . 
Jonathan Forbes, of Brux, who fought in the rebellion of 
1 745-6, said, to use his own expression, that he made sun 
and moon shine through the enemy. 

After the murder, James, Master of Forbes, took the 
bloody shirt and raised it on the point of his sword, rode 
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tiirough Aberdeen and other places in the north counti^ to 
stir them up to reyenge his death. 

James IV. now ascended the throne, January 14| 1488, 
and John Stuart, Earl of Mar, in 1487, witnessed two Bulls 
from Pope Innocent, respecting the See of St Andrews, but 
dying at Lisle without issue, his Majesty presented the Earl- 
dom to John Stuart, by the Countess of Boulogne, and he 
was 25th Earl of Mar : he died without issue, at Edinburgh^ 
in 1508. (g) 

In 1526 a war broke out between the families of Forbes 
and Leslie, when many murders were committed in- Mar, 
Garioch, and Aberdeen ; but after the assassination of Mel- 
tlrum of Meldrum, by the. Master of Forbes, and John 
Strachan of Lehturk, a lasting peace was cemented. (A) 

Books and registers were now in common use, and were 
sold at moderate prices, since the commencement of printing 
'in England by William Caxton, in 1465. He had been a 
servant for thirty years to Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy, 
< and sister to Edward I V« The first book printed was a copy 
of TuUy's Offices, yet to be seen in the Bodleian Library^ 
which contained many valuable mss. and works, among which 
were 129 choice mss. brought from Italy by Humphry^ 
Duke of Gloucester, and given to this library, which was 
unfortunately destroyed in the reign of Henry VI. and was 
^repaired by Sir Thomas Bodley. 

Education was now disseminated among the lower order of 
people; but should we return only 41 years back, we will 
be astonished at the ransom of books, as the registers of 
Cobhouse Monastery in Norfolk mention two Antiphones, 
which were purchased for 26 marks, or £11 6s. 8d. sterling, 
/. e. as 1 to 7, equal to ^^121 sterling, or ^60 10s. each. ^ 

(^) Keith's Catalogue^ (A) Hollinsbed, vol. ii. 175. 
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CHAPTER XX¥. 



Let our nobie Elnldne coiii6 down to Kildntmmiy'y 
HU auld fiither*B kail pot is yet to the fore : 
And it wili run liard iftr»&d lui^a tttwrtne. 
Will haod him ia brose meal, and lomething out o'er. 
Hiere ia ancient Harlaw in the £ir fiuaed Oariocb, 
Whanoar hv the liaddi* I ditna weel ken ; 
Bat o* this rm sare^ that hte Lqg^ie to Ury, 
Wat aace dearly bought tho' h a* were his mn. 



HxKRY Vin. mounted the English throne, and wtts 
crowned at Westminster, by William Watham, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, June 24, 1509. 

On the death of Thomas Erskine, he was succeeded by hi9 
fon Alexander as 26th Earl' of Mar, who married Christina^ 
daughter of Robert Crichton of Sanquhar, but had no issue. 
He married, secondly, Helen, daughter of Alelcander, Lord 
Home, and had issue Robert, Alexander, Walter, Chris*' 
tina, and Agnes; he died in 1509. 

Alexander, son of John, Lord Elphinston, was made 27th 
Earl of Mar, as appears by charters and letters patent under 
the Great Seal, which he received in the life-time of his &- 
ther. I shall pass over a long list of this noble family, and 
be^n with Sir Alexander, who married Elizabeth 'Barlow, 
maid of honour to Queen Margaret, spouse to King James 
IV. ^md with her received as a dowry, charters on several 
lands and baronies to them and their heirs male, dated 1507. 
Sir Alexander was a man of talents and integrity, and was ^ 
highly esteemed by his Majesty, who, at the baptism of his 
son Prince Arthur in 1509, elevated him to the Peerage, and* 
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treated him Lord Elphinston, as is elucidated by a charter, 
under the Great Seal, on the lands of Cargunnock, Larnoc, 
Fordel, Und other lands in the counties of Stirling, Fife, &e. 
to Alejtander, Lord Elphinston, dated' 1510; and a charter 
bn the lands and barony of Quarrel, in the county of Stir- 
ling, dated Ai^guk 29, 1512; also, a chartei- to him and 
his sJ)ouse, Elizabeth Barlow, on the Lordship of Kildruns 
xhy, where the family residipd and repaired the castle, and 
added some other buildings. The Snow Tower w^as five 
floors in height, with commodious rooins, having a draw- , 
Ivell in the centre 200 feet deep : on the north side was Bat- ^ 
net's ^Hall, (which I take for a corruption of Baronial Hallj 
and not from any personal name) ; it was often called the 
Glorious Hall, of an oblong square, 50 feet by ^5. This 
Lordship was annexed by his Majesty to the Lordship of 
Elphinstbn in 1513. He had issue Alexander; Isabella 
ivho inai-ried Diivid Lindsky of Dunrod, and secondly, Ro-i 
bert Maxwell of Calderwood ; Euphemia, who marridd 
John Bruce , of Cultmalinde ; and Elizabeth, who married 
8ii' David Sommerville. Lord Elphinston fell at Flodden, 
in 1513, (a) and was sepultered within the church ofKil- 
drummy, with this inscription on his tombstone :_ 

Let the reader of this (Inscription over) the cove, pause and remem- 
ber it ever on deatlr, (that When removed freln beneath) he most gib- 
riously may ringe with Gbd his all, and with his saiils redimer. Alex- 
ander Eljphini^tony who died in 1513. ' 

Most part of the inscriptions over the aisle are de&ci^d by 

k more than Gothic Barbarity, I have added some words to 

' fill up the chasms, and enclosed them with brackets ;' I shall 

not rely on the addenda as equal to the original^ but leave it 

to the antiquary to supply at pleasure; 

Alexander succeeded his father in li51^, and was 28th 
Earl of Mar. He married Catharine Erskine, andhad issue 
llobertj his successor ; John, Parson of Invernochty^ 

^ ' ; . / 

^ (a) Douglas' Pwrage, p. 244. 
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(Stf»kh(k>r\); Jmkfs^ vbp, in » chm^x pwidfr the ficeajC 
Smlf ^at^ lije», w|is4^igwjed Jara^s EJpbinstqn pf tav«?> 
d^ojt Ji> Fife, ml wft9 ^yed brojh^.^^»i^a to g-ph^rt, 
Jjatii JElpWflsfpq 5 ^idb^^l^ Master of f^e J^pjUiS^Id to bis 
. Msgesfcy; Jft?a^ VI,; WiUJwn, ^pqestpp of tbe {:;i|ibin$tpfis 
of Cdd^r. HftU ill tfee vCpunty pf Stirling; IsabeH^, whft 
inaFwd iphq |}«Kniltoii of H^gg; Marjpiy,' wbo iparried 
li&h^t I>ru^mpf^ of Qs^rnod^ ; md Margai*et, w^p married 
' AJensaiader Livingjstop of Dunipac^. 

TKe £9.ri gaip^ a chart:er, iinfler tb^ Gresit $e^lf pn the 
lik^ds of Pjit|jei?dri.cb5 {Pitt-^ap-dbmieh, u e. gr^ve of the 
Druids) 9nd Ptber i^ufk ir% l^ie counties of S^ti^ling and FiJ^, 
to bil» flfld hi* «pp|ise, Catbarii?,^ Erskiftf^ d^t^ F«b. 87y 
1525. (p) 

Uftv/aeabeff J 7, J 5*4. W9^ fo^bf tb^ ba^tj^ of 4»cruin 
MociF> vben J^pr^ Jivars and l^r Qr^aii I^^itoun -entered 
SoDtlaod wilb $> eorps .pf S909 ijP(9H5 wberie *bpy were ji|rvet by 
*heJScpt«, wli^»a«ii>a^ engag^ioem ^s^ed, in wbich the 
Scots >ver« yaflq4*ishe<l, losing 402 ip<?n, ,a>i4 316 v<3rei»£i<Je 
pmoners. The English now began ^ wprk of pjli^wder ^nd 
deyastatipi), degtrpy^d iipd fcwi*rfl.ed 7 Hioj)a»teri^s afld ftaei 
houses, 16 §^stjei5, to^ns, and piles, {q» d.) pe^is^ be^js pf 
stplen gpodi?) -5 market tpyyn?., 24$ villages, and 13 mills; 
:car|-ied off 4»id destrpj^ed 10,380 fa^tK l'2p}^2 sbjeep, 1296 
horsey jjjpbiolis pf corn, with n^any ot^ier artici/Bs. (c) But 
in 1545, the Eai4 of Angu$ pp/iquecfid tt)fi JSiigiisb at the 
^pijQ place. 

Alf^ander was a m^n ^f higb estimation, ^nd ^e^atly Ixe- 
Joved by bis Majesty James y. and bis Queen, JVIary, eWjest 
daughter of Claude, DukeofGnise^ and widojy of I^ujs, 
Doke of Longueville,, awd was at tlie bfiptism of tbeir phiJd 
Mary> at i,inlitbgov palace^ D«€. 8, J 542,, who afterwards 
lygs the bi^autiful b^t unfortunate Queen of Scotland. The 
Earl fell in 1547, ai ihjB batiie of Pinkie, and xv^s eniomb^ed 
at Kildrummy, , as the aisle indicates, by diis epitaph rounxl 
the arms : 

C^) Dougliw, ?4*. (/•> Scotsman*8 Library, 452. 



tKer jacetH Afrtirrtdci',' Domthi Se Etphtrtstbti, qui obit - - # 
Aatio 154yy til SpiiMI^ sMb Ciiihietkh d& Etslanei ^ - ^ direiiM 
* - - GbHii Vivhj Me«id>i« Vi«it - • - 

The stoiie J9 so n^rtydestroyed) that althougb thein* 
scriptioii was in bas^ aU appeals smooth and plain, as if re- 
cently p^ishedy md at interv^s a letter oi two are faintly 
seen, and I have endedvoiired to Sil the chasms, but I ahi 
itfraid bi^ too imperfectly, and I mdnm* for tb« vaiufibfe frv 
scriptiond now obliterated by the imhallow^c} fbpt. I am 
truly surprised at the Gothic barbarity and unbailowed des-' 
traction of the lettered and monumental relics of the dead, 
which evidently displays a laiore than savage ignorance to 
annihilate what would prove of benefit to after ages, and for 
what ? To save expences, or gratify the fancy of some illi- 
terate plebian or low bred plodding mechanic, wlio unfor^. 
tunately is endowed with more money than sense, .who cai| 
wantonly obliterate what would oriiament the page of history,, 
and presence the memories of the hero, the statesman^ and 
ecclesiastic. - 

Robert, third Lord Elphinston^ succeeded his father as. 
^9th Earl of Mar, and married Margaret Drummond. H^ 
received two charters under the Great Seal, to him and bisj'' 
spouse, on the lands of CorgarfF in Aberdeenshire, dated 
1550, and on other lands and fishings, &c. dated 1553. 
H« had issue Alej^ander, Master of Elphinston ; George, 
Kector of the Scots College at Rome; Sir JanUiSy, ancestor 
of the Lords o£ Balmerinoch; Maria who married Walter, 
Lord De^lbrd, ancestor to the Earls of Finlater j Jane whq, 
married Walter Barclay of Towie in Formartin j Elizabeth 
who married Robert Ii^nes of Innes; and Margaret who 
married John Cunningham, (d) 

Henry VIII. sought the infant Queen in marriage for his 
son Edward VI. who was l>orn October 20, 1537, and on 
the Scots giving the negative, a long and bloody \var.en$ued 
between the kingdoms. In 1558, by consent of the nation, 
Mary was married to ihe Dauphin of France, but he died 

\ {(f) Douglas, 843. 



S84 

§oon. after, and she returned to Scotland : there her extrapr- 
dinary beauty made many sue for her hand, and she was. 
surrounded by many persons zealous to her interest and at-r 
tached to her, who were ready with drawn swords to shield 
her from foreign and domestic enemies, but none were so* 
highly favoured as Henry Stuart of Darnley, where her 
Majesty went often in his company -to one of his seats, called 
Cruikston Castle, about four miles from Glasgow and two 
miles from Paisley, and spent many hours in dalliance in 
Cruikston wood, under a large yew tree. 

Among rich bowers and fragrant flowers, 
We ^pent soft hours in mutual love. 

In 154?!, George Gordon, Earl of Huntly, was created 
50th Earl of Mar, and in 1 542 was appointed Administra- 
tor, Gommendator. CoUettor, and Trustee, for Mar, the 
Lordship of the Garioch, the Lands and Bailiwicks of Brae- 
mar and Gromar, (which at that time were forfeited and held 
by the King); also, 1557, was Gommendator of Moray and 
Abernethy, with, the Orkney and Shetland Isles. 

In 1558 wheat was sold at 14s. sterling per quarter, and 
in 1626 rose to £6 sterling; while, in 1553, the barrel of 
beer with the cask sold for 6d. sterling, four great loaves for 
one penny, and the wages of the husbandman was rated at 
4d. per diem. 

James Stuart, natural son of James V. and consequently 
brother to Mary, in 1561, was made 3 1st Earl of Mar, and 
in October, 1562, was made Earl of Moray, which still en- 
raged Huntly, who was his sworn enemy, and endeavoured 
all lie could to undermine him. 

In 1561, Mary selected a Privy Council, which was to, 
consist of twelve persons, among whom was her brother the 
Earl of Mar. 

In 1562 Moray went to Aberdeen in search of Huntly, 
but Leslie of Balquhain sent a letter privately to Huntly, 
who fled to Corrichie, about twenty miles west of Aberdeen, 
and encamped with a few of his chosen friends ; Moray with 
a good body of men pursued him, and encountered him in 
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this place, and a severe conflict ensued, but in this conflict 
' Hundy was vanquished with great loss. 

We dravc the Gordons down I>ori side, 
And drown'd them in tl^ie Dee man. 

In 1561, when Mary deiQapded part of the church re-' 
venues to support h^r regal dignity, the R,omish and refonn-i 
ed practised all their finesse and chicanry in giving in false 
accounts, and in secreting the greatey part of their valuable 
property, which they conveyed into private hands, and then 
outflies the cry of poverty, the church is 4a danger. The 
patriarchal Saint of the Puritans, John KnO^, goaded them 
on by example and long extempore prayers, " to run the 
" i^ace and fight the gopd fight," like the honest Kilbarchan 
weaver, who used in his grayer these sublime words — " Q 
" Lord send us a' a good opinion o' ourselves." 

I shall subjoin a daily prayer of this paragoiT of divinity^ 
Jphn Knox, as a s|)6cimen : 

" O Lord, if thy good pleasure be, purge the heart of the 
Queen's Majesty from the venom of idolatry, and deliver her 
from the bondage ^nd thraldom of Satan, unto which she 
has been, brought up and yet remains, for lack of true doc- 
trine; and let her see, by the illumination of thy Holy Spi-j 
rit, that there is no njeans to please thcje but by Jesus Christ, 
thy only son ; and that Jesus Christ cannot be found but in 
thy holy word ; nor yet received, but as it prescribes, which 
is to renounce our own wisdom and preconceived opinion,^ 
and worship thee as it commands : that in so doing, she may 
avoid the eternal damnation which is ordained for all obsti- 
nate and impenitent to thee ; and that this poor realm may 
also escape that plague and vengeance which inevitably fol- 
loweth idolatry, maintained against thy manifest word and 
the light thereof." (<?) . 

Oua8J oratio divina et plena caritatis Christiana;. 

Every attempt was made by her pousin Elizabeth, Queen 
of England, to stop the intended marriage of Mary, Queen 
of Scodand, with Darnley, and Throgmorton was sent to 

(f) Stuart, vol. i. 
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S^^l^tt^ With kttcfs for t*rat pwrpbse, bat dl< in vein ; f©r, 
after the departure of Throgttiortonv the lovely bill tirtfor^tH 
nate Queen .resigned herself into th^ iitrm of Iver paramour, 
xmder the favourite yew ti^e m Cruikitorf pirrfc, j!nd on this 
occasion the Queen struck a corn, having ottr oric side the 
fevotirite tree surmounted with a crown; and tWs motto— ^Zfe/ 
^oria vires. 

Robert Erskitie succteeded as 33<l Earl of Man a^«f ^^^-^ 
ried EKzabetft, daughter of Sir George ChmpfteH* of Loudon, 
\yy whohi be haJ issue Robert, Master of ErsWnie, who mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of William Graham, secontl Earl 
of Montrose, and fell at Pinkie; John, James, AlexamTer, 
Wifliam, Margaret, Elizabeth, and Janet; hut the Earl fdl 
at Fioddien rn J513, and' was succeeded by l^is soiv- Robert, 
33d Earl of Mar, who' married Margaret, daughter of Ardii-* 
bald' Campbell, Earl of Argyle, and bAd' issue Robert, 
Thomas, John who succeeded as lieir, Alexander, Arthur, 
Margaret, mother of the Regent, iJarl of Moray, anrf spouse 
to Robert Dougliis* of . Lochleven Castle; andEfeabeth, who 
married Walter Seton of Tough., (f) 

On the dfeath of ,H^nry VHL Thursday, J\in, 8, 1547,. 
his son Edward VI. mounted the thronei and' reigned until 
Thui^fdayi July 6j 1553; This dky wais cdunterf by this 
fomily dies nefes, or unffartiTnate day, as Mary died on 
ThntTsduy, Nov. 17, 1558, and Eli^abeth^ on Thiirsda^^ 
March 24?; 16f0S; 

In order to facilitatie the marriage, Mary, on«he29thcfP 
Jftily, 1565, created' Henry, son of Mathew Stuart, Karl of" 
Lennox; Earl, Baron, Knight, and Banneret, derfgnatetf 
Earl of Ross, Duke of Hothsay, Lord Armann^h, Lore! of 
the Isles, artd'Bsiron of Renfrew;' to defray the eitpenditiirfe 
of such an eictraordinary occasion, a tax of .sgrS'iOOO ^erling 
had been granted by the Queen. Blooniing ih youth, and 
in all the spfendbnr of beauty^ the amiable Miary blessed x 
Rarnley with her hand*, having previously created him Duke 
of Albany. Mary wasr conducted to tl^e Chapel' of FPolyV 
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i*opd,lidU$^« by ^ Earls of Athei and Lennox, at a Hide past 
%e o'^QcI^^on SUiod^y Vf^qmuig, ilrefit ia a blackanournii^ 
£PWP» mn^U^ to it^bst H^^am en t)i£.d^atibtof herfiovoreign 
Lord» Francis 1^19 Z^ifiyQ* Havii^ gained i3ie Oiepd], 
the Lords departed^ levying lier >f«jftsty ea:\gaged in silent 
prayer, kneeling bftfore the aifer. Tb^ J^rd^ n6w returned, 
escorting Darnley to the Chapel, whi^p the BijAops and 
Priests, in all their ponfiificials, ireceiwd' the lovers, and 
thrice were the banns annouivc^di and i^trqments were taken 
by a notary, th^Xnp ope had 6h^edie<l> or laUecJged any (cause 
^hy they should ;i^ot be united. 

The 5a,craifl,^t jpf jnatrwony^ wa$ admii^isjtjered by t3»e 
V. F. J.Qhfi iSiaclwj JJislipp of Brechin «nd Dean of Reit- 
alrig, in ;|1J t\\e Roraap CathoJip forna, apd thi«e ripg^were 
p;fe§ented, vben th^ word* were, pr^^oapced, au4 ppt gw Mr 
fingers, the iriiddlc one V^^^ a b^ujtiful rich dia«aopd^ TW^ 
4b^P bpth kneeled whilie the suitable prajers w^e r^jo^ed ; 
^ker this they ?u:^p3.e^ apd Darpley takiijig a^kiss from her M;^- 
Jesty, depiirted apd w.ent tp her ^bamb^, and thwe waited 
b,er arrival. The Queep vr^pmiped i^ the CJbippel until xl\e 
fejenedicdop a.fter in»as was pronounc^ and ibep ioUpwed to 
Ji?r chamber. \g) 

The noblemeij y^ere offended, at the confid^Pice and iaypws 
bestowed on David Rizzio, and Mmton wi(h i60 men well 
armed sivrrpunded tb^a p^suce, entered the Qu^^n'^ apart- 
ment, who wm at supper wijLh h<&r natural sifter th^ Coun- 
tess pf Ar^yl^y §Lpi Mary being thi^n ^ix mpnih? pnegpan^ 
^nd there George Dougla? stabbed Riz^ip. 

John Er§kiii.eopc^ inpre renewed his Qkim to the EarWpn?, 
'which was gr^ntj^dj And i^ 156S was by Maryicreated S4it^ 
Earl of Mar, He married A^nahella, dau^iter pf WiUJam 
Murray, 'Earl of-Atbol, by Caj;h^rine, da*igbter of ^r 
Duncan Campbell of Glenprchy 5 issue John ftpd, Margarel^* 
Robert, Lord Elpbipstop^ wa$ made Lord Kildrnnuny, but 
Jphn^ Lord Erskine, took hh ^at in Pariiam^t^ June 4» 
I563j as Earl of Mar, He was Governor of Stirling, wher4 
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at the head of the High Street of that city, stands a nihi 
called Mar's work, founded in 1572, during the Earl's re- 
gency : this building never was completed. Over one of the 
doors is the following distich in old Scottish : 

" The moir I stance on oppih hitlit, ^ 

" My fatlts raoir svbject are to sltht." 
Over the otheir door is : 

c 

** 1 praly al Ivikarls on this bigin, 
** Wi genteil ele to mark tliair ligin.*' 

After the death of Edward VI. the courtiers kept it Secrfet 
for two days, holding conventions in order to settle the 
Crown, and many of the nobility voted for the election of 
Jane, as fearing Mary should undermine what Edward had 
done in support of their scheme, and Jane v^as by many of 
the nobles proclaimed Queen in London, July 9, 1553; but 
iilas ! it was but nominal for a few days. 

Mary's partisans gaining ground, ^he was proclaimed, 
iind in a few days crowned with great pomp, and froiil th^t 
day until her death, she gave \^ay to and-gldried in acts of 
fcruelty. The first act of her tyi^nnic power was the bring- 
ing the unfortunate Jane Gray with her husband to the block, 
Wednesday, July 19, 1555. . Mary enjoyed tlie diadfein btit 
a very few years, as she resigned her life and crown to her 
afister Elizabeth in 1558. 

' In 1566, the Earl of Mar, whb thd other Lofds, endeav- 
oured to fortify the reasoning, pacifying, aind reconciling the 
rebel Lords, and so far prevailed With the Queen, that she 
consented to let the Earl of Bedford employ all his offices in 
their behalf, as he had landed from England, accompanied 
by a great many noblemen and gentlemen of distinction, witlr 
a train of horses, to assist at the baptism of the young Prince, 
who was born June 19, 1566. At the baptism, her Majesty 
proceeded with a splendid pomp frorti Holyroodhouse, along 
the streets to the Castle, where a grand entertainment was 
prepared for her, with a censor of gold of great value and 
exquisite vi^orkmanship, weighing 333 oz. and valued at 
j£l043 1 9s. sterl, which was presented. The King of France 
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iintl the Duke of Savoy, personated ,by their Ambassadors; 

the Count de Brienne and the Marquis de Chambery, stood 

as sponsors. 

Oh ! sweet is the memory of pleasure departed. 

When we gaze on the scenes oftliose pleasures once more i 

To each shore, to each rock, to each grove is imparted, 

A language which echoes the language, of yore. 

But ah ! not to me \k the joy, for there meets me, 

"Where plea^urfes oncfe dwelt the dark crouping" of care J • 

The voice of my friend is not eager to greet me. 

Where are they ? I call, and the echo says ** Where?" 

Fair Wiichf vol* itL 

The Prince was carried from his chairiber, by the French 
Ambassador, between two lines of Barons and gentlemen 
bearing wax tapers. Tlie Earls of Eglinton and Athol, with 
the Lords Ross and Semple, all Roman Catholics, carried 
the great Serge of Wax, Ctide, Bason, Salt, and Ewer. 
The Archbishop of JC-t. Andrews, supported by the Bishops • 
of Ross and Dunkeld, with the priests and singers of the 
bhapel in their vestments and copes, received the Prince^ 
Immediately the choir chamited in beautiful measure this 
hymn — Adeste fidelis. The Cotmtess of Argyle held up the 
Prince, while the sacrament of baptism was administered as in 
the Catholic ritual, the saliva excepted, by order of the 
Quieen. After baptism^ the heralds, by sound of trumpet, 
three times announced his name and titles — Charles James^ 
James Charley, Stuart, Prince and Steward of Scotland, 
while the demonstrations of joy were excessive ; amidst the 
amiiseiaient and pageantry, a child six years df age, descended 
frbm a cloud previously prepared^ and presented her Majesty . 
With the keys of tlie Castle, and during this ceremony some 
appropriate stanras were sung. B ut least these honours might 
too much elevate and divert her Majesty, the sports were 
artfully mixed with quantum suiE of Knoxinian vinegar and 
covenanting wormwood: the little urchin, with the other 
hand, presented a Bible and Psalter appropriately bound 
and ornamented ; and that the present might not be mis- 

3 D 
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taken, the devices were the catastrophe of Corah, .Dathad^ 
tirttt Abiram, with many other examples of celestial venge- 
ance for Romish superstition and idolatry, {/i) 

After this, the Queen brought forward the marriage be- 
tween her brother, the Earl of Moray, and Agnes Keith, 
daughter to the Earl Marischal of Scotland, with such pomp 
and maghificenceas astonished tlie populace. 

July 29, 15679 was the day appointed for the coronation 
of the^Princej when the Earl of Mar, with the Lords of the 
Privy Council and their adherents, assembled at Stirling, 
considering themselves as representing the three estates of the 
kingdom, a protestation was there made in the name of the 
Puke of ChatellerauU, that this solemnity should neither in- 
validate nor prejudge his rights of • succession, nor those of 
the other persons of the blood royaU During the procession 
from the church to the castle, where the coronation was to 
take place, the Earl of Athol carried the crown, the Earl of 
Morton the sceptre, the Earl of Glen^airri the sword, and 
the Earl of Mar bore the royal babe in his arms. 

The young Monarch was presented to them, and the 
Lords Ruthven and Lindsay appeared, and, in the name of 
the Queen, renounced in his favour, her rights and title to 
the government, and gave up the papers she had subscribed, 
find then surrendered the sceptre, sword, and royal diadem. 
The papers were audibly read, and the Earls of Mar, Atho), 
Morton, Monteith, and Glencairn, with the Masters of 
Graham, Hume, and Adam Bothwell, Bishop of the Ork- 
neys, received the Queen's resignation to the advantage of 
her son in the name of the three estates. 
. After all these formalities, the Earl of Morton, holding the 
body of the^Prince, and laying his hand on tlie Bible, took 
the coronation oath for the Prince, engaging him to rule ac- 
cording to the. law, and to I'oot out all heretics and enemies 
to the true worship of God. Bothwell, after a solemii 
prayer, anointed the infant King and Prince of Scotland, 

(A) Stuart, 173. 
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^vliich ceremony greatly oflfended John Knox, the puritani- 
cal saint,, and the rest of the covenanting apostles, who con- 
sidered the anointing as a Jewish ceremony, and the dregs of 
priestcraft. The Bishop then delivered the sceptre and 
sword, and finally, put the royal diadem on his head; John 
Knox preached the coronation- sermon. 

John Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, after this was studious 
to act with a view to his security, and in consequence, his 
jealous fears, prt)fligate life, and the narrowness of his policy, 
induced him to seek with earnest anxiety the keeping of the 
young King. In April, Mary passed an act confirming the 
Earldom of Mar to John, Lord Erskine, and he, with John, 
Master of Forbes, were on the assi?ies on the trial for the 
murder of Henry, Lord Darnley, April 12. - 

Bothwell had a suspicious precipitancy, and he employed 
menaces and entreaties to engage the Earl of Mar to resign 
the custody of the royal child. The Earl of Mar became 
uneasy under his royal charge, and therefore was extremely 
solicitous to strengthen himself, so that he might guard him 
the better from every injury. Wearied with the commotions 
at court, Darnley retired and went to Glasgow, where he 
had not been long until he was. seized with a malignant disr 
temper, and the Queen was in reality touched with sorrow, 
and had him removed to a house called Kirk-a-field, or St. 
Mary's Church, vastly commodious, and in. an airy situa- 
tion near Edinburgh ; there his royal consort carefully at- 
tended him several nights, and evidently was anxious for his 
recovery. But, on the 7th of February, the Queen went to 
visit her son, when about two o'clock the house was blpw^ 
tip with powder,^ and the crime was fixed on the lovely but 
unfortunate Queen ; but many exculpated Mary, and laid 
the burden on the shoulders of the Earl of Bothwell, as his 
debauched and libidinous life evinced him for the reiricide : 
but he had art enough and found means to avoid a legal trial, 
and by a hypocritical blandishment wrought himself into the 
Queen's favour, who made him governor of Ecliijl^urgh 
Castle. 
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One day, vvhile tlie i^nfortunate Mary "was on her return 
from visiting the young King, Both well £ind his coadjutors 
bore her off, and pretended that love was the cause of his 
bold adventure. Flattery is and ever was a powerful pass*, 
port, and too often has proved a bane to the fairer part of 
the creation. .The unfortunate Queen, Inwhpse bosqm 
lurked no malice, listened to his tales of feigiivd love, sealed 
his pardon with a kiss, and even remaineil some days in his 
castle, which proved a harvest pf milk and honey to the con- 
clave of . Knoxinian saints, apostles, and evangelists, who; 
were her enemies, and fed plentifully on the mamia of ma- 
lice, and in una vpce declared, that Bothwell and the Queen 
lived in crim. con. 

But gende pilgrim should you 

Return again, I would do 
, As much hs a woman could do, 

And all for charity. 

Bothwell had many irons on the anvil ; in the first place,^ 
Jie endeavoured and at last procured a divorce from Jane 
Gordon, a young, amiable, virtuous, and beautiful lady, 
with whom h^ was connubially allied. (2) This grand ob- 
ject attained, he sought, and was but too successful in gaiur 
"ing, .the heart and hand of the misguided Queen. 

On the 8th of May, Mary's friends entered into^ bond of 
defence, binding themselves to protect her Majesty's person 
and right to the crown, and yindicate her honour against 
those of her unnatural and rebellioys subjects. This bond 
yy^as subscribed by eight Earls, nine Bishops, eighteen Lords, 
twelve Abbots and Priors, and nearly one hundred Barons, 
The Queen enraptured beheld her guards, aud fpund her 
strength amount to ^OQO able-bodied men. 

The Earl pf Mar^ the Regent, and their confederates, 
entered into an, association to punish the regicides, and on 
the 2d of May the coalition was formed, consisting of Che 
^ost leading characters of the realm, Argyle, Athol, and 

(0 Camdenuin Epistolae, p. 74. Goldsmith's (jcography, vol. i, 335. • 



393 

Hoi'ton. The Regent scrupled not to erect the banner pf 
the infant King in opposition to her Majesty. The Earls of 
^ar, Morton, and Glencairn, with the Lords Lindsay, ; 
Hume, Ruthven, and Scrapie, with the whole vassalage of 
the Lennox family, so that the Regept's corps amounted to 
4000 experienced soldiers. The Regent mustered his troops 
on the muir, waiting the arrival of the Queen's army, where 
he inf^nded to commence the battle ; the activity and brisk- 
ness of the Hamiltons promoted his designs, and he had the 
felicity to see the Queen's army in motion. There. was an 
advantageous ground above the village of Dunbar, and they 
were solicitous to gain possession of this post. The Regent 
was at a greater distance fropi it, yet he endeavoured to gain 
the ground. 

The Earl of Argyle ranged the Queen's army in two divk 
sions, and . on seeing this" motion, the Regent formed hi^ 
corps also in two. The adverse armies were each provided 
with some field pieces, which they played with little or na 
effect. Her Majesty's cavalry charged the Regent's and put. 
ihem to flight, and were advancing against the foot, when a 
yolley of arrows threw them into confusion. The left column 
of the Queen's army, in which consisted the greatest strength, 
rushed resolutely to the plain, although they were annoyed 
by a body of musqueteers who lay in ambush. The Regent 
made haste to oppose them with his first division, when a 
fierce conflict was the result with sword and spear. The* 
Regent's army were in great danger, and were fast retiring, 
when the second division came up, which soon change4 the 
scene. The Queen's troops npw pressed on every side _gave 
way, and at last left the Regent master of the field with little 
loss. Three hundred of her Majesty's troops lay dead on 
the plain, and many were made prisoners, among whom 
were tlie Lords Seton and Ross, with the Masters of Cassilia^ 
Eglinton, &c. {k) 
' The Queen, haunted with terror, fled from the field, and 

(*) Stuart; 288, 
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tlie Lord Herries directed her flight ; she rested riot until 
she reached the Abbey of Dundrenan^ distance 60 miles from 
the battle ground. The Que^n urged her subjects to rise in 
arms, which they soon complied with, and her Majesty and 
Bothwell headed a formidable militia, and marched to Car- 
berry Hill, where the Regent was with a great force. The 
Queen now saw her every hope frustrated, and she strenu- 
ously advised Bothwell to effect his escape, and Kirkcaldy 
admonished him not to let slip so favourable an opportunity. 
Overwhelmed with rage, terror, remorse, despair, and shame, 
he turned his eyes for the last time on the Queen, and this 
miserable victim fled to the Orkney isles, where he became a 
pirate until captured by the Danes : he was thrown into pri- 
son, where he remained ten years, and then winged his 
flight to the Lake Cocytus. He confessed the whole regicide 
plot, and that all was from his desire to gain the hand of the 
Queen, and climb to the throne, but this Elizabeth conceal- 
ed fi'om envy at the beauty of her sister queen, whom she 
thirsted to deprive of life. 

But to return to Carberry : after the flight of Bothwell, 
her Majesty held out her hand to Kirkcaldy of Grange, 
which he submissively received, and imprinted with a kiss ; 
then taking hold of the bridle, conducted her among the no- 
bility, who approached her with reverence, and promised 
allegiance and fidelity ; but courtiers and ladies promises are 
composed of egg shells, and too easily broken. The Earl of 
Morton, in the name of the confederacy, promised they 
would perform their duty ; but alas 1 she had not been many 
hours in the camp until she found she was miserably deceiv- 
ed and brutally insulted, not only by the nobility but by the 
soldiers, who lost their honour and fidelity, withholding the 
smallest conimiseration, and new insults were offered. Her 
Majesty besought them with tears to lead her to her palace, 
but this was absolutely refused. 

The malice of Morton not yet satiated, basely locked her 
Majesty in the hpuse of the Lord Provost, the mob still con- 
tinued on the street, and Mary now beheld from the window 
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a white streaming banner, on which was malevolently paint« 
ed the body of the murdered Darnley, recumbent at the foot 
bf a yew tree, and the young King kneeling before the dead 
|jody, with these words coming from his mouth—-" Jvdge 
♦* and defend my cause, O Lord," 

These maKcious insults struck thorns of grief in the bosom 
of Mary, but some of the more humane citizens, moved with 
her tears, came submissively before her with smiles, telling 
her to desire the populace to depart, and they would con- 
duct her to her palace ; her Majesty gave the word, the 
multitude dispersed, and the nobles conveyed her to Holy- 
roodhouse, where the Earls of Mar, Morton, Athol, and 
Glencairn, with the Lords Ruthven, Hume, Lindsay, and 
JSemple, 
■ At once lay leveled low, 

And closely shouldering side by side, 
The bfistly rank the onset hide. 

Lady of the Lake* 
entered into a resolution to confine her in the castle of Loch- 
Ifevin for life. (/) 

This is a beautiful lake in the county of Kinross, nearly 
twelve miles in circumference, bounded on the north east by 
the Lomond hills, on the west and north west by the plains 
of Kinross, and on the south by a hill called Binartie. ' In 
this extensive lake are four islands, the largest is called St. 
Serfs, on the south east side, and contains 48 acres, where 
stood the ancient priory of St. Servanus, commonly called 
St. Serfs, said to have been founded by Brude, King of the 
Picts^ who made a grant of this island to the Culdefes. In 
the reign of David J. this establishment of the regular clergy 
of St. Columbia was suppressed, and the island given to the 
clergy of the church of Rome. Andrew Winton, author of 
the Lochleveri Chronicle, was Prior of this place, and died 
in the reign of James I. 

The Castle, once a royal residence, stood on another 
island on the north west part of the^lake, arid is about two 

{/) Stuart, 28a Stat. James vi. Black M»» l^* 
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itres in extent ; the tastle stodd neatfy in the c^tre, enclos- 
ed within a raitipaTt of stone. , Tradition indicates this castte 
to- have been the seat of Coi1gal> son bf Dongart, King of 
the Picts, who is rejiorted to have founded it. This castle 
and island was granted by Robert III. to Rdbert Douglas, 
Baron of Lochleven, and anciently was a seat ^of strength^ 
and could accbmnibdaie a numerous garrison; The principal 
part which yet remains of the building is a square tower, 
which stands ujpon the northern part of the rampart, atid 
there is & lesser round toWer at the south east corneh Th^ 
other apartments seem to hav^ been arranged along the nbtth 
Trtrall, between the great tower and the north eajst angle. No 
date or inscription appears on any part of the buildings, ex- 
cepting the initials R. D. and M. E. (probably for Sit 
Robert Douglas and his spouse Margaret Erskine) on the 
face of an ornamented stone, which a few years past pro- 
jected from one of the walls. The circuit of the rampart is 
585 feet. 

In 1335, this castle is said to have sustained a memorable 
siege by Sir John Stirling, oiie of the partisans and a principal 
bfficer under Edward Baliol, who, under the protection' of 
Edward -III. of England^ contested the crown with David 
11. 

After the assailants had several times attempted to take* 
it by storm, and as often were repulsed, they then adopted 
the plan of stopping up the river that flows from the Jake^ 
expecting dius to raise the water so high as to drive the be^ 
sieged out of the fortress ; the water continuing to risei tlitf 
besiegers thought themselves certain of success, when the 
English general and most of the troops having left the camp 
to celebrate the festival of St. Margaret of Dunfermline, the 
besieged seized the glorious opportunity, broke down the 
barrier, on which the water rushed out with sueh impetuosity 
as to overwhelm the English camp, and throw them into the 
utmost confusion. The besieged returned to "the castle in 
triumph, and were no more distin-bed. At the east extre- 
mity of the lake are still to be (raced some of the works which 



3d7 

stopped iip the waters ; but all this tale has'a strong tinctu^fe 
of monkish fable, (wi) 

Here the lovely Queen was conveyed, and confined undet , 
the care of the Earl of Moray's mother, who had been mai*- 
ried to Robert Douglas, the governor of thfe castle ; and 
here the beautiful Mary stnahed liiider thl^ grief of the many 
indignities daily poui'ed on hei* defenceless head by this 
tigress, an4 the rest of her enemies. 

No sooner were her enemies certain of her imprisonment, 
flian they wantonly entered her apartments in Hblyrood- 
house, i^^here they destroyed and carried off the most valuable 
paH of her furniture ; the silver plate, which weighed sixteen 
stone, those pioils saints converted into coin. The Earl of 
felencairn from his own private authority, arid by the minis- 
try of his own servafits, entered her Majesty's chapel, which 
they also plundel*ed, anfl destroyed the mass book, vest- 
ments, ^Itar^ pictures^ aiid the other ornaments, (w) 

This Chapel belonged to the Abbey, and is all that fe^ 
tnains of that building, which was founded by David I. in 
1128, but felt the effects of religious bigotry at the reforma- 
tion. The revenue^ in 1561 were — in money, ^^2926 8s. 
6d. Scots; Wheiat, 27 ch. 10 bolls; Bear, 40ch. 9bolls; 
Dats, 34 ch. 15 bolls, 3 firlots, ^^ pecks; Capons, 501; 
Hfens, 24r; Salmon, 24; Sdt, 12^ loads; Swine, 3, &c^ 

During the confinement arid life of the highly injured 
Queen, J6hn Knox, that patron of Christian charity and 
celestial purity^ that 

** Burning and shining light to a* the place." 
by inflammatory harangues and long efhthusiastic prayers, 
encouraged the laudable work of deformation, or hypocri- 
tically reformation, by changing the initial. This evangelist 
kdded in his prayer, that the Lord in his goodness would 
tontinue the amity and conjuhctidn of Scotland an J Eng- 
land, and^ that the j^h^ep (he should have said goats) of his 

(;b) Webster, 444. , ,(») Stuart, 246. . (/>) Webster/ 236. 
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j>tetirre would fly far from their ancient alliance with Fi*iincei 
as they would from the enemy of their salvation, and the 
flesh pots of Egypt, which brought them nothing in return 
but sugared poison ; and concluded his oration with a chain 
of raillery against the Queen and Bothwell, and on the whole 
congregation of Satan, (a name given at that period to the 
thurch of Ilome and the established church) threatening the 
divine vengeance of Gk)d to the w1k>I^ nation^ if they werer 
{glared from condign- punishment* 

Let my readers here pause one moment^ and reflect on* 
Uie many bloody tragedies ihat have been committed under 
the cloak of religion, and by that diabolical art of falsehood ; 
alas ! there are too many on record in the annals of ever/ 
nation. Wliat was the cause of the bgrbarous murder of 
iames^ I. but a chain of lies ?' What was the cause of James 
IV.'s headings an unQlial rebellion against his own father 
James III. and made him accessory to his death, but false- 
hoods, and all these under the mask of religion ? Tett me 

' wliat brought the unfortunate Queen Mary, add after her 
Charles I. to the block, but lies and calumnies ? O religion [ 
religion I what a metamorphosis hast thou in these latter 
ages undergone? In the primitive state of Christianity, no- 
thing was more detested tha\i dissimulation, treachery, hy-^ 

^ pocrisy, lies, and falsehood; but those times arq gone, and 
temporal interest is of more concern than spiritual, and our 
modern churchmen dread no& the future rewards and puiiish- 
ments, but as the song has It—" If the kirk would let me 
«* be" — that is, to escape the censure of man. 

It was at this period, or 1568, that Buchamm wrote his 
history of Scotland, in the 62d year of his age, and lie died 
at Edinburgh, Sept. 28, 1582., a little past 5 o'clock, a. W^ 
In this history are met these phrases — that Jantes Stuart, 
natural brother to the Queen, was educated for th^ 
church, and was made Prior of St. Andrews;^ but this Scots 
worthy soon tired of the monastic life, threw olF the tonsures- 
embraced the sword, from an apostle became a persecutor, 
and enlisted under tlie banner of tlie reformed churcli. 
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that lie might be preferred to the throne before his sister,. 

Every means was made use of by the friends of Mary for 
her emancipation from Lochleven castle, and as her brother 
. the Earl of Moray was in France, he was importuned by 
Charles IX. and Catharine de Medici, to perform some- 
thing in favour of his Sovereign and sister. The Archbishop 
of Glasgow, at that time Mary's Ambassador in France, 
informed their Majesties that he, Stuart, was nearly related 
to Robert Douglas, governor of Lochleven ««stle, who by 
marriage was allied to Morton, by marrying Stuart's mother, 
concubine to James V. an imperious and haughty woman, 
And also connected with the J^l of Mar and Lord Lindsay, 
and that his interesjt W99 great with the whole of the rebel 
faction. 

Their Majesties now more strenuously^ urged Moray Iq^ 
exert his every faculty with his frienicls tp obtain her release, 
and this he promiscjd to observe. The French court too im-^ 
plicitly relied on his promises, and CSiarles assured him, 
Aat he would not suffer tyranny to be employed against her 
person, and that if her enemies should prolong lier captivity^ 
he would hazard his life and crown in lier defence, (o) 

(o) Stnar^ 249. 
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CHAPTER XXVI, 



Now Nature hangs her mantle green^ 

On every blooming tree. 
And spreads her sheets o' daisies- whittf, 

Out o'er the grassy lea : 
Kow Phtebua theers the chrystal streams^ 

And glads the azure skies ; 
But nought can glad the weary wight, 

That hai in durance lies. 

Sums. 



The gold xroins ia the reign of Mary were of considerably 
variety/ among which were the Lyon, weighing 35 grains ; 
t;he Tesloon, weighing 117 grains ; and Demi-testoons, coin- 
ed in 1556, in the 14fth of her reign. She also coined Silver^ 
Royals of 30, 20, and 10 shillings value, which were called 
Crookstone Dollars, beiiig coined in 154>4>, in the third of 
her reign, during her amours with Darnley,~ weighing 4-72 
grains,, nearly the same as our crown-piece, and<s^9 12s. was 
taken from the pound of silver, bearing an ounce of alloy to 
eleven ounces of purity. The gold coin also bore an ounce 
of alloy to eleven ounces of purity, yielding from the pound 
^14f4? in money, and weighed ten pounds, five ounces, eight 
pennyweights, and i^ix grains, of pure silver. The copper 
coin, was plucks, or four pennies, &c. {a) 

The Earl of Moray now returned from France, claimed 
^nd assumed his office of Regent in full power, and soon 
caused Sir James Balfour deliver, up Edinburgh castle, and 
also compelled the garrison of Dunbar to surrender, and 
then he dismantled the fortress. Stung with ambition, the 

(a) Webster, xix. 
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Earl of Morton entered the Queen's apartment in Lochkvea 
castle/ and goaded by/i desire for revenge, insidiously urged 
Mary to resign the reins pf government in favour of her $0% 
and made her solemnly swear that the resignation was fw© 
and unconstrained ; tliis done he departed. 

George Douglas, a youRg man only eighteen years of age:, 
brother to the Governor of Locbleven, became interested ia 
the fate of Mary, and grieved at the incarceration of his So^ 
Yereign, endeavoured to obtain jier liberatipn, and for thi§ 
purpose strained every nerve, and soon gained many parti- 
sans ^s auxiliaries to bis loyal and patriotic design. Mary 
became more closely confined, from the pride and cruelty of 
the governor's lady, and at this treatment she mourned, I9 
think of her fall from royalty to close confinement, and 
]vould often ejaculate, ^ ' j 

I that am royal born, ~ 

Heii" to three crowns, 

But fortune shcw'cl her frown, 

She reft from me my crown, 

And puU*(l me headlong down— >_ 

Jleaven pity me. Old Btdkd. 

Young Douglas finding matters succeed to his wish, fixed 
the day of her emancipation on Sunday, May 2d) and 
while his brother and the rest of the family were engaged at' 
vespers, one of his trusty companions, a faithful female, en- 
tered the governor's chamber, bore off the keys, and with 
her confidants soon emancipated the lovely captive, and to 
avoid instant pursuit carefully locked every door behind 
them, and threw .the keys far into the lake. 

Thus clear of the castle, they ran with alacrity to the boat 
already in waiting, in which sat'her faithfiil Douglas, Lord 
Seton, and Sir James Hamilton, with their servants^ The 
boat's crew received her Majesty with joy, carefully conduct- 
ed her on board, and then plied their oars for the shore, 
which alarmed the garrison ; but before they gained the 
beach, the party had gained the shore. No sooner were the 
fugitives landed than they seated Mary on horseback, ^pd 
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proc^^^d lo Niddr}', seat of her faitbrul Douglas, and tfiere 
the dampatly halted for the tiight, and on the third the}' went 
to Hamilton, where tbejr were welcomed, as Mary had 
^ereet&a irby chttrters and letters patent into a royal burgh in 
1548* Here her Majiftsty was joined by many of the nobHi- 
ty,^ with their vassals well armed and equipped, who, in una 
pace, drew up a bond for her defence, and was instantly sul>t 
scribed by the ever valiant, faithful,' and loyal Eaiis -of 
Huutly, Argrlc, Eglinton, Crawford, CassilHs, Montrose, 
Eothes, Sutherland, Erroll, &e. nine Bishops, nine Barons, 
and a great many geiitlenaen, who came to h^r standard^ sp 
that in a few days she found herself at the head of an army of 
.6000 man. (b) 

The news of Mary's freedom vexed Elizabeth, yet she 
concealed her chagrin under the garb of a^oted friendships 
and sent an Ambasi^dor with offer of m^n, money, and 
ammunition, to support her against her enemies. Henry 
Percy, Earl of Northumberltad, arrived with a number of 
soldiers, and joined the Regent's corps, which was headed 
by the Earls of Mar, Morton, Angus, and Glammis. The 
defeat of her Majesty's troops at Langside, recalled to Mary 
her fate at Dunbafv and she determined to go to Ikigland, 
tod there claim the aid of her copsio, but this was opposed 
i)y her partisans. 

Resolved not to be shaken, the unfortunate Mary a few 
days after embarked, with a few adherents, in a ifishi^g boat 
At Galloway^ cuid landed that day at Workington in Cum-> 
berland, about thirty miles from Carlisle, where she Went 
on the morrow, and from that place sent a letter to^ Eliza-- 
^h, who disguised her sentiments Under tlie mask of fri^d- 
lyand sisterly Care; yet she replied to Mary, that she was 
resolved she should be tried in an open court, there to wipe 
off the criminaticHis with which she was loaded by the Regent 
and others of his party. 

Mary now saw through tlie veil, and therefore wrote im- 
mediately a letter to Elizabeth, in a strain rq^lete with gri^f 

(6) Stuart. Rider, vol xx. p. 129. . 
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and indignation, and concluded in A^je woMs^^^^^ In ojft' 
<* present situation, we neither can nor will reply t/o ^py iwj- 
'« cusation from our subject?^ yet we are ready of our imn 
^< accord, and from motives of amity, to satisfy your scrqplef^ 
^« we will appear to vindicate pur honour." «^ ^^ But 
•* the Queen of Scotland to be judged by subjects, who anc' 
« not, nor never een be oiir equals, nor can we by submis»OR 
^ to a judicial trial acknowledge itbem a3 sor:" and her Cov^ 
missLoners solemnly protested, that their Queen was a iree 
Princess, .and having received her Crown from God ato^ 
slie could acknowledge no ot^er superior* This eu)bajrra&s^^ 
meni of Mary was a source of pleasure to the *^ guMes, die 
*^ bucklers, aixd the examples p' a' the flock" of zealous p^ 
ritans. The Councils were now fully determiiied that Maxy 
should not escape their hands, and by communicattons fF09t 
the Scottish zealots $he was conveyed to the ihterior-of Eng- 
land, and confined iu Bolton cas.de, jpn thex:ontpur pf York- 
shire, a ^eatof Lord Scrpope, there to ruminate o^ her ji|- 
venile joys, and on the indignities and misfortunes with wh¥4» 
she was surrounded. 

^ I sigh and lament liie in 'tuin, 
^ These walls can but echo my moaof 

Alas ! U increases my pain^ ^ ' 

When I think on the days that are gone*- 

Thro* the grate? of my prison I see, 
The birds as they wanton in air ; 

^ly heart how it partts to be free, 

My looks they are wild with despair. ' 
In 1 56^, while the Duke of N<>rfolk was carrying on hy 
interest on the part of Mary, and was advandng with apar^ 
©f chosen friends, lie was surrounded by the Regent's troops, 
where many ^were captured, and among the prisoners was 
the Earl of Northumberland, whom they incarcerated in the 
castle of Loclileven, and the Earls of Mar, SJorton, and 
others of the eilemies of tlie unfortunate Mary, secretly sokt 
him and divided the prize-money. 

One storm hushed, the sky darkens, the. clouds lour, and 
all again is horror and confusion : from the period when 
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Mary was invested with the regal purple until ^her catas- 
trophe, not one year passed over without rebellion in some 
of the sister kingdoms. Instigated by the clergy, Ridolph 
laid the foundation of an insurrection, and united his designs 
^ith Morton a priest, who fell in with the northern rebel- 
lion ; for those gentiemen of the law, both morftl aiid divine, 
follow the footsteps of the mail after God's heart in a routine 

• of sin and repentance, find therefore both wear the sable 
raiment of woe, to display their sorrow and mourning— thfe 
Priest mourning for the crimes and errors of the nation, btit 
the Lawyer mourns daily for hisf oWn. 

In 1510, his iHoliness, Pdpe Pius V. serit oVer his BuU^, 

"which caused a rebellion both in England and Irelimd, and 
Scotland displayed nothing but a scene of anarchy jtnd cd- 
Venanted quixotism. 

James Hamilton of Bothwell-haugli, CJaptain in one of the 
regiments under Queen Mary at the battle of Langside, wsts 
taken prisoner and sentenced to the scaffold, but at the re- 
quest of several friends, Moray pardonec} him. ^ While un- 
der confinement, some of the Regent's favourites entered 
Bothwell-haugh House, which they plundered; and thrust 
out his Lady td the field, divested of all her cloaths, in a 
piercing cold night. These insults, joined to the advice of 

^ Huntly, who hated Moray, prompted Hamilton to seek 
revenge. The Regent, returning to Scotland from the court 
of tiliiabeth, had stopped a few hours in the town of Lin- 
lithgow on his way to Edinburgh, where Hamilton had sec- 
retly posted himself in one of the windows of the Provdst's 
house, with a well charged musquet J the Regent no sooncfr 
appeared than he took aim, and lodged the contents of the 
piece in bis abdomen, so that Jie expired in a few hoars. 

What is all this idle chat ?« 

Words are out of season, 
Whether it was this or that, 

The sword shall do me reason. 
Honour calls me to tlie task, 

No matter for explaining; 
Tis a fresh insult lo ask 

A mafn of honour's meaning. 



tit was danbnized by the Paritans of tht age, as one 6^ 
the ^* Langsyne Saints at Da+ie's hip ;** and ambng the Co-' 
Venanters he is yet dehoiriJnitted the pious Regent. After hisf 
death, a contention atoseiiinongthe nobles fbr the Regency; 

The city of Edinburgh revolted ifi feroar of M aryj and 
inany candidates el«med the proteetioti of the yoiing monarch; 
Kif4c«ldy, <3ovet^ot* of the Cfltstl^^ nb# opened the gates^ 
tind gave all the prisoners their Bfeei^t]^, iimohg ^hom t^raj^ 
the Dilke of Chatelherault, ivho laid claim 4br the R;egency,' 
along with the Earls «f Mar aiid Morton ; but th^ populace' 
i'un alon^ the street shou^k;{ng*--a Lennox, a Lennox; 

On this the Duke i^as chosen Regent, and dffrii)g his Re^' 
gency a mock Pdrtiatnent was convocated, to act of forfeiture' 
was passed on many of Mary's adherents, and the bishop of 
St. Andrews was condemned to death,^ and Immediately led 
forth to the gibbet^ where he was exectited j audit may here 
be remarked^ that he was the fii^st Scottish Bishop that suffer- 
ed so ignominious a death. Lennox held the Regency but a 
very short time, as on the third of September, I57I, when 
the King's party held a Parliament hi Stiriing^ where they 
began framing a^ts^ against the opposite party, in full confi- 
dence of security frotoi their number; but they Wefe surprised 
early in the morning, with partial mu^sic and the sl^outs of 
the enemy, who had entered the town. In a moment all the 
houses of the ttten of distinction were surrounded, and the' 
Regent, with the Earls of Argyfe, Morton, Giencaitn, Eglin-' 
ton, Gassilis, Montrose, and Buchap, the' Lords Cathcart,* 
Semple, md Ogilvie, were all made priscrtie^s^ mounted be-^ 
hind the troopers, and set out for EdJnbnrgbv 

AH this was fomented by Kirkaidy/ and by feis dii^ectiori 
Huntly,^ Claud Hamilton, and iSkjott of Bu^eugh, with40(/ 
men, were setit from the o^^ital, and to cover their design 
directed their march £q ike *QUtfa : but ^feey ^o(m iVheeled to^ 
the right, and horses being provided fo? the infentrjv they 
. proceeded to Stirling, which they rea/eltmd about four o'clock^ 
A. M. and set fire to the Earl of Morton's house, while the 
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privates began to open plunder. The noise soon reach<i(tthe' 
castle, the Earl of Mar sallied forth at the liead of thirty 
men, and fired briskly on the enemy. The citizens rose in ' 
arms to assist t)ie Earl of Mar, when dismay seized the assailj 
ants, who took to flight, while many .were made prisoners ; 
the borderers who followed Buccleugh prevented a pursuiti 
by carrying off all the horses in the place. In this contest 
the Regent fell, being put to death at the command of J^rd 
Claud Hamilton. 

" Whait mean you Keanetlr, by that blast? / 

I wish my dreams bode gui J ; ^ 

Upon a bed of lilies fair, 

1 thought their rain*d red bluid. 

My SOD ! my sob ! may peace be there' 

Whar noble William stands." 
** Wc are the lilies," answered he, . 
** May their bluid weit our hands." 
- ** What means my William by sic words ? 

Whase bluid would William spill ?^ 

I thought that horn had blawn in peace, 

That wak'd the night sae still." 

She luik*d — but nane durst answer make,? 

Till gallant William said, 
^ Aft has niy mother bade ns joy, 
' When we to battail gade : 

Agen thy hards may work the plaldy 

For him that fought the best ; 

Agen may 1 hing up my targe, * 

Upon (he pin to rest. ' 

But William niever Kv'd to flee, 

Nor did his mothei* hear 

A warrior cry on William's name,- 

That was na found for feaf • 

And if we fa', my gallant friends'. 

We shall na fa' alane ; 

Some honest hand will write our deeds 

Upon the tallest stane." Old Ballad. 

The Duke of Norfolk, aided by Dr, Storey, encoiirflgerf - 
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tlie Duke pf Alva to make a descent and invade England, 
il)ut this w^s checked opportunely, (c) 

The Earl of Mar was now chosen Regent, and on his 
going to the cast: e the partisans of Mary endeavoured to 
stop the proceedings, and hy orders from Kirkaldy the 
jcastle kept up a brisk fire; but the Regent had stationed a 
fik of voluntee/s in the Canpngate, and thus he proceeded 
to the Parlianientj, 

The Regent no^ aided those noblemen and others, in 
finding out and punishing the late regicides, excepting no 
person whom they found guilty ; and he solemnly vowed to 
defend the young King against all who dared to injure ot 
oppress him, and that his Majesty^j and every British mon-* 
arch should, at his coronation, take the oath to support and 
^maintain the Holy Gospel and Protestant Religion, and that 
the young monarch should be still under the tuition of some 
judicious counsellors, until come of age to take the guberna- 
tory helm, and discharge with honour those duties incum- 
bent on him, and. to extirpate idolatry, with the damnable 
and blasphemous jnass, with fire and sword. These last 
words have evidently been substituted by some of the philan- 
thropic, charitable, and covenanting Puritans, who make a 
show of godliness, but deny the power thereof^ and as the 
ingenious ' Dr. Walcot (P. Pindar) observes, 
, *' Who often in their pious whims. 

" Chauqt Wesley's si^eet da ■ n hjmns." " 

They playeq tbp^tuije, whose echo brings to our ears delighj, 
They played God save the King, Janei but I trow 'twas all in spite ; 
Fpr t fear, had they tjieir evil will, they would pull the old man down, 
And place upon some rascal head old Scotia's goldep crown. , 

Biit when I lopk'd upon the loops, fpr feckless loons were they. 
Thinks I, we'll have a tul^ie yet, ere ye shall have yopr way. 

Gallotcay Song, 

Those pseudo patriots had the real art pf shifting, like the 
: honest Vic.^r of Bray, when any prospect of a pension gave 
the signal. ' - 
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^ll4 wlien prejudipe, (>a98iol^ pr ffirwfksi eiid«y 
Dulde the will of the crown and its sycophaot frieo^^i 
When faction with meapneGs an^ malice unknowoy 
1*0 hatch a foul purpose, steals pp' tp the ^hrope* 
Vou see yop oopoplipiented throng. 

Of many a |l«ord and Lad? ; 
God save the King's a cqckpo song. 
And unco easy said ay. Burns* 

Tell me, my dear readers, what is more inconstant t}i.ai^ 
^li^ ^ind that blows ? Or as the song says, 

The mofi of 4 wcHoan can ne^er be l^novq* 

Yon nerer can guess it aright i 
T]\ tell you the reason— she knows not her own. 
It changes so often *ere night. 
But stop pne moment ^nd Ipok arounfl, and yoii will soon, 
jSnd a je ne scat quei of a biped| who is more volatile th^ia 
the wind, and will lift oflP the load from the shouldefs of 
^.^ya's %ir daughters, the miu4 ^f ^ courtier — 
The Bjcopliant ^oitier^ with garter and star| 

Umta^fi in actti^na and mind : 
A cipher IB nature^ and minim fis f^r 
More shifting than woman or vin|]« 

Yet, tQ the boQpur pf the British nationsi Uiere iu*e tp be 
found 

A few exceptions, man and wom^q, 
But thi$ IS gentry *9 lijp in common* 

At this jperipd died John Knox, the grand prop of the re? 

formed church, which caused some confusion ampnjg bis dis^ 

piples. 

Dull, formal, metho4ical sops of sobriety, 

I'hlegmatic, colfj, to festivity coy, 
iV^o ne*er knew the pleasure of n)irthful society^ 

Who^e *larum of life seldom wakes into joy. 

In 1572, Barnes apd Mather endeavoured to foment an 
Insurrection in England^ and the county of Poimaughtin 
Ireland broke out in open rebellion, fpj . 

fp) Bruce, HI.. 
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The £ai*I of Mar, althougb a young man, on seeing the 
4istracted state of church ^nd court, fell into a gradual do- 
.cay, iinjtil the 7th pf October, whten bis spirit, disencumber* 
^d from the prisDO pf clay, winged its flight to the regions of 
.air. His (character in his last moments was truly grand anc| 
splenin, as he was extremely mprtified, that he fotipd him-r 
self unable to retard the growing evils or relieve the afflictions 
pf Caledonia, as h^ had all along a^injated his fitpily with 
|bhe hopes of termiqating the troiibles of his country) and 
prectiog a flattening monun^ei^t of honour to the House of 
Mar. But in these he was frustrated, as he wa& totally un-? 
able to struggle with or counteract (he policy of Elisabeth, 
Joined fo the unprincipled obs):ina(cy of the party he had-ac? 
compani^d, ^nd Mary's numerous .enemies* ^e also wa5» 
grieved to find himself only a RominM Hegent) divested of 
power and authority ; his pride and patriotism were both 
vTound up and vplnerated, and that elevation from w|iich he 
had vainly expected. advantages to his country and family, 
but proved a source of the most bitter inqtiietude and grief tq 
both. His mental powers were unequal to the dfingers whid^ 
encompassed hhn, and thus atta|[Jced> an incurable mekn-r 
choly assailed him ; he died a martyr to his siiuation and 
sensibilities, bis 2eal for &cotti$h indepen4ence^ a|id his COt 
a^jutpr or rathet servant the Earl of Morton, and the faction 
which he yet hesitated to forsak^i havitig acted in \t so long, 
^e looked back on bis' conduct against the innocent and un-t 
fortunate Mary with contrition, ^nxiety^ ^d compunction, 
and oflien fnentally he desired to join M^itland and Kirkaldy, 
and throw the wholp weight into the scale of his legal ^nd 
Injured SoyereigUf This, indeed, was the part tha( became 
him, and by which hp coi|ld s&vve bis country with the greats 
pst probability pf success i yet a mistaken delkacy kept bin) 
in suspense by diurnal irresolutions, wliich shook and under-r 
mined that courage he could display to such advantage in 
the field, but shrunk from him in th6 <;abiti«t. He then ap-; 
pcmited his brother Alexander to be Governor of Stirling 
fJastle, until his own sonwas come to years, and recpm- 
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ciended to hU brother and Lady Mar the charge of the 
young King, now seven years of age. fqj^ His daughter, 
-Margaret, married Archibald, Earl of Angus. 

His son, John, succeeded as li-th Lord Llrskine and 35th 
-Earl of Mar, a young man who received his tuition at Stir- 
ling along with the young monarch, whom the States of the 
kingdom,' after the death of the Earl of Mar, committed to 
•the care of his widow, the Dowager Countess of Mar ; and 
although* the young E^rl had been educated with his Sove? 
reign, yet his mind Was corrupted by the profligate 'Syco- 
phants of the age, so as to forget himself, and the unblemish- 
Tjed loyalty of the illustrious ^ouse of Mar, as will appear in 
the sequd. 

No (Opposition taking place, the Earl of Morton was 

ichosen Regent, as Elizabeth powerfully supported his claim. 

The factions rose to the highest pitch of discontent. On 

Mary's part appeared Kirkaldy and MaitUnd, and on the 

Regent^s stood forth Huntly and Chatelherault. 

The Duke of Norfolk, at this period being a widower, 
prompted by his friends, used his every endeavour to gain 
€!>e hand of Mary, which coming to the eJirs of Elizabeth, 
he was sent prisoner to the Tower, and at the request of 
Cecil, Mary was sent to Tutbury castle in Staffordshire, 
under the care of the Earl of Shrewsbury, where she was 
more close confined, and where she often repeated this 
stanza, when she reflected on the ingratitude of her son and 
the cruelties of Elizabeth : 

Above tho* oppress 'd by my fate, 

I btirn with contempt for luy foes ; ' ^ 

Tbo' fortune has altered my state. 
She ne'er can sul^due me to those : 
' False woman in ages to come, 

Thy malice detested shall be ; 
And when we are cold in the^ombt 
Some heart still will sorrow for mo. 

Tlie Duke of Norfolk was now released from the Towej*, 
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ifixt instigated by . Rodolpha, a Rombh emissary, and Joh'n^ 
Leslie, Bishop of Ross, he renewed his claim for the hand 
of Mary, which coming to the ears of j^iizabeth^ he was' 
again committed to the Tower, and by a jury of 25 zealots^ 
he was condemned to death, and the warrant carried to 
Elizabeth, which she cheerfully signed, and ,he was led M 
the scaffold, where he lost his life^ 

Wbat*8 Luther, John Cdlvid, 6r Bhei^in to me; 
About such sort of f6!ks \vhy should friends disagree? 
The volumeis they wrote we have sotSe to maiatain. 
But serve to mislead and dilsorder the brain ; 
From our old fashtbn'd mode let me' never depart, 
The best of all modes is' a true honest heart. 

His Holiness, Pope Paul V. wfote to Elizabeth oA her' 
iYihumanity tb the Queen of Scotland; oh receiving no^ 
anSW;ji^ he hurled his bolts of ^^communicaiion at her head/ 
but they fell to ih^ ground unheeded. 

After liiany years spent iri durance, Mary was removed to' 
Fotheringay Castle, where -she was used more cruel than the 
meanest slAve or murderer, standing her trial in a court com- 
posed of her m6^ rigid enemies, who forged letters lo as- 
perse her, and charged her with crimes obnoxious to ther 
mortal race. She theft wrote a letfef to her s6n, accompa- 
nied Ivith a richly embroidered Vest, but ^s she 6nly called 
him Prince, he* sent the messenger off, And neither returned 
an artSM'er, nor accepted the maternal gift. On finding het* 
thus neglected by hei* many friends, and slijghted by her only 
son, her enemies todged false asptrj>ions against her, loaded 
her with fresh insults, and finally' prevailed on Elizabeth to 
^ignher death warrant:. With which she cJh'eerfully complied; 
but to give the world a specimen of her humdnitj^ she, what? 
dropped a few crocodile tears, wiped her nose, took snu£^ 
and said — " Adzooks, let her go, and thus perish all my 
^«rivals.''^ 

Oh hearing her death warrant read, she shewed an un-* 
shaken firmness and magnanimity, and such regal dignity ai5 
*ven confounded her enemies ; but when the ofiicers depart^ 
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6d; she kneeled dowh^ and fKrioe icissed her Agnus Dei; 
breathing forth scHtte pious cjaieulationt to her Saviour ami 
Ood ; she then axos^* and pacing her prison, sung in pUo^ 
five measure these few Un«i : 

Ye rool^ v^hefe coM damptf ahd Asttiaff 

With stlenc^ and soAhucle dwell 7 
ilow comforllefls pa^s^ the day, 

Ho^ 99d folk thfi didl ev'niixg beU* 
The owls ffOta tiia battif (o'ekits erjt 

HoOov^ wiaa^ 9^em to i^nrmur ai!oim<{»' 
O \ Mary^ prepare tiiee i» (lm» 

My blood it rnoa ooM ,At the aotiaJ* 
Preissed down tviib grief aa^ the many frbriealions raisec^ 
hj her adveFseries to wound her mind^ she sunk iHider ibe 
loadi and ber lovely auburn hair changed to ti grey c^omr* ' 
in this state of mind she continued, until the 7th of Feb/ 
1586i, when she was released from jail her cares, re3ignij]|g« 
her life on the block, and ber spirit itgaio to the great 
Creator* 

She was humbly interred m the cathedral Church of Peter- 
borough, where ?he lay 26 years, 0*i the Igtb iJune, J612, 
James caused the bod^ be disinterred, and conveyed to 
Westmijlster, where she was reinterred with great pomp ; 
and that son, who basely spurtfed and neglected the womb 
that bare him, atid the breast who showered on him mater-^ 
nal fondness, now caused this bombastic Latin euloj^um to^ 
be fixed over her toiinfei, which, for the bejsefit of mM»y of 
my readers,' I have made an atremf)* to clothe in thi^ Eqg- 
Ksh language; but in this I am well atrare that I have broke 
Ibe sixth deoaJoguef as evety one knows that all things suffer 
greatly in the translation — but the clergy. 

« Sacred to the memory of Mary Stuart, Que6n of Scot-'^ 
]fwid, Dowager (^eeii of France, -daughter of James V. 
king of Scotland, grand-daughter of James IV. and great 
grand-daughter of his Majesty Henry VIL of England, mar- 
ried tO' his Most ehristian Majesty Francis II. King of 
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f*i*ancei but by the fraud and perfidy of her UJegitimate 
birotherj James Stuart, Earl of Moray, her.reigd was int- 
bittered^ when she was allured to England by futile pro- 
mises, where she hoped'to gain that protection which) alas! 
Was denied her, being pursued, by the Earl of Moray's ma- 
chinations, loaded With suspicions, and harshly persecuted ; 
until grievously afflicted by augmented injuries and calumidl- 
oUs aspersions of her enemies, she was confined like a felon, 
and stript of all her dignity, until worn out with a tediotis 
confinement, fell at last under the faction — ^fulfilling the 
adage, that the prosperity of one is the overthrow of another. 
By the unparalleled petfidy and baseness of Elizabeth, she 
^resigned her life, February 7, 15S6, in the 46th yeat of her 
age. • H 

** Jamesj her son, JCing of Great Britain, Ffance, and Ire-, 
land, to the ttiemory of a dearly beloved, tender, innocent, 
and afFeetionate parent, unjustly persecuted, but under every 
yicissitude shewed an unparalleled constancy, not found iti 
many coronated monarchs, erects this tablet, .and with teats 
performs this last and pious oflice." 

For the original, I fefer my readers to the epistles* of that 
mirror of literature, the llev. W. Cambden, where they will 
find it in the appendix, page 104«. 

Reverting to the House of Mar, 1 find branches of that 
illustrious family spread over all the Continent, where they 
are ranted in high esteem. 

In 1578, the Earl of Morton finding the EarlofMaf 
young and ductile, goaded on by the, spirit of revenge, and 
i^tung by ambition, invited by the prospect of affairs, found 
it very easy to operate on the juvenile mind of the Earl, and^ 
to flatter the vanity of the old Countess, his grand-mother, 
he began with alarming tlieif suspicions, that the uncle, 
Alexander Erskine, was aiming at the chieftainship and titl6 
Ofthe name, and endeavouring to secure to himself both the 
custody of the young monarch and tl^e government of Stir- 
ling castle. After having inflamed them, he then convinced 

3 G " 
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thexiiy. that thoir only eiquecUent to support their honour vs» 
tp obJtwn iimnediftte pos3essioa of his Majest/s persiui, and 
for this end he. proffeved thesa assist«mce of meD, moaej^ 
aad anfHnunitioD* , 

The Earl of Mar eagerly entered into Morton's every 
view, hastened to Stirling^ and with a chosen band of sot- 
djiers soon gained possession of the castle. 

lie then approached his astonislied and nnsu«picious uncle 
with treacherous purposes, informing him, that he felt himr* 
self capable to take the protection of the young King, along 
yiiik, the government of Edinburgh castle, and, pointing %q' 
.his armed attendants, ordered his uncle to withdf&w. The 
noise of this ^siir soon reached Edinburgba and threw the 
inhabitants into confusion. 

The Lords of the ^Counc'd were all amazed, and . it was 
suspected tliat the Earl of Morton was the fomentor ofthis 
disturbance, and immediately 3Q0 dtizex^ volunteered in 
arms, and offered to conduct them to the city ; but by a dis- 
patclL from his Majesty, they were given to understand, tkat 
the confusion originated from a private quarrel between the 
friends of the House of Mar, and ordered them to. lay down 
their arms, and come to him attended only by their usual 
retinue. 

The King and Council were extremely anxious to sup- 
press all intestine commotions, but feari^ig the deep Idid 
machinations of the Earl of Morton, tluey judged it more po- 
litic to soothe and not to driv^ him to despair, and it was re- 
commended to the Earl of Mar not to continue in hostility 
with his uncle : the Earls of Athol and Argjle were entreat- 
ed to cancel all the injuries they had received from. Morton, 
and then twelve (j)ommissioners were chosen to sit in Edin- 
burgh, where it was decided that the Earl of Mar should 
have the charge of his Majesty's person, along with Jthe go- 
vernment of Stirling Castle, and his uncle should be Gover- 
nor of Edinburgh Castle*, (r) 

/ (r) Stuart; vol. ii. 112. 
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Haste, Kenneth, haste, for in the Beid 

The fire e'ed Waher rides ; 
His m#ti that coine sae tkraiig m' ti^te) 

For slaw delay he ebideis* . 

" By IVJTarj, we will meet him there," 

The angry William ^ry'd ; 
" Thy son will try this lion fae, ^ 
: And you wi' Marg'ret bide." 

" No, on my faith, the word of youth 

Thy father yet can wield ; 
If that I shrink frae fiercest faes. 

May babies mock my eild." 
Tiien forth they rusk'd, afore the yate ^ 

The warriors falded out,: 
Lord WiHiam smil'd npon their rmiks, 

They aftswer'd wi * a shout. 
" Gae, rio, and say to Wahef thus : 

What seek thae warriors here ! 
Or why the dio of fiery ^^r 

Astounds the peaceful ear ?''-^Old Bnttad4 

The clergy now slackened the reins of ambition and 
avarice, and proved, instead of guides and directors to Scot- 
land) a source of animosity and contention ; lured into thfe 
snare^ the young Sovereign deposited every iota of nationd 
sway into their hands, but the name and Hot the power of 
King, which he held in his own person, as he solely swore 
to be guided by them. 

Drawn from his guard by the parasites of the age, thfe ' 
Earl of Mar deviated from his ancestorial rules, aiid com*- 
mitted against his King and country an enormous fatcx pas. 
His-]yfajesty Was highly delighted witib th'e sportjg of the field, 
s^ often resorted to the highland and more mountainous 
parts of Perthshire, attended by his retinue, in a state of 
oriental maignificence, as the place was suitable for these 
sports. James V. the Queen his mother, And the Pope's 
AAibassador, went to this country, to a palace constructed 
fey the Earl of Athol, of green timber interwoven with 
boughs, moated around, and provided with turrets, port- 
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cullis, and drawbridge, and internally furnklied vrith every 
article suitable to a royal palace or bower^ The hunting 
lasted three days, and many roes, weaves, foxes, and six 
hundred deer, were taken in the chace. 

The monk must rise when matins ring, 

The abbot may sleep to their cliime ; 

But the yeomen must start when the bugles sing, 

'Tis time, ray hearts, 'tis time. 

There's bucks and roes on Bilhope braeif 

There's a herd in Shortwood shaw ; 

But a lily white doe in the garden goes, 

She's fairly worth them a'-. Sir fT. Scd^. 

On their departure the £arl burned the palace, which fill* 
ed the An^bassador with surprize ; but his Majesty gave him 
to understand, that it was customary with the highland gent-> 
lemen to set fire to the places they deserted. The EarPs 
expenditure on this occasion was rated at j^l 000 per diem, 
equivalent in this age to jfiSOOO ; so that we may reckon that, 
during the three days of the chace, he had expended nearly 
<pglO,000 sterling! ! ! 

August 23, .1582, his Majesty, accompanied by the Eark 
of M^r, Qowrie, Glammis, and Glencairn, with the Lords 
Lindsay^ and Boyd, and the Masters of Oliphant and 
Glamxnis,' with tbeii? retinue, went to the hunting at Athol, 
The Duke of Lennox was s^t his palace in Dalkeith. The 
Earl of Arran was at thB house of Kinneil, and theprincipa^ 
inembers of the Privy Coun<;il, were preparing to hcdd jus- 
tice courts in different parts of the natibn. 

Petween Stirling and JDunJceld, the Earl of Gowrie, afiect- 
|ng great hospitality and kindness, allured his Majesty to 
3pend the night with him in the castle of Rutbven, as his 
vassals were all w^U armed and ready at his call. Young, 
find not dreamipg of treachery, James acceded to the invitft^ , 
tipn and went to the castle.. Early in the morning, when th^ 
King willed to be gone to enjoy the sports of the field, the 
conspirators rushed into his apartment, presenting him with 
g r^pnstranccj in which they accysed the Puke pf L^nnpiy; 
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and the Earl of Arran as the authors of their wrongs and op-^ 
pressions, which they were determined no longer to endure, 
9s they evidently threatened the ruin of the Commonwealth, 
and the overthrow of the Protestant Religion* 

James heard their remonstrances with a placid respect 
piingled with a degree of surprize, but in the end appealed 
more earnest to be off, when the Master of Glammis stood 
as a barrier in the door of his apartment. At first, his Ma-» 
jesty had recourse to entreaty, but finding that futile, he gave 
way to passion and menaces, which moved them not, and at 
l^st he burst into tears. On which tlie Earl of Glammis 
said ironically, that it was better that children weep than 
bearded men. This speech was more afflicting to his Ma- 
jesty than all the treason they had committed : he now felt 
that he was in reality a prisoner^ and no longer a King, 
r The Duke of Lennoic and some of the other I^ords were 
astonished, when they heard of his Majesty being a prisoner 
in the castle of Ruthven. He immediately dispatched seve-f 
l^al persons of distinction to inquire into the cause, and learn 
the condition. His Majesty by this time was conveyed td 
Perth, and there in presence of the conspirators werfe they 
admitted. He called out to them that he was a captive, and 
immediately the conspirators urged him to retract what he had 
said, and they by no means would oppose his liberty, not 
for one moment, if securities were given, that the Duke of 
Lennox and the Earl of Arraii should not be pei*mitted any 
longer to oppress the church and state. Tl^e Duke of Len- 
, nox, on hearing these words firom his messengers, collected 
a body for the defence and liberty of his Sovereign. 

The conspirators by this time had overawed his Majesty, 
a^d forced him to issnie a proclamation, in which he declared 
, that he was perfectly master of his ovni personal liberty, and 
^thdtit was bis pleasure, that no troops should be levied un- 
. der the pretext of delivering him from captivity or constraint. 
Lennox continued notwithstanding to raise soldiers, and 
jbin them to his standard ; his hopes were sanguine of march- 
ing at the head of a powerful army against the conspirators, 
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vAkfin a letter froni his Majesty pei'einptorily <»'derecl him to 
depart immediately from Scotland. Thunderstruck at this 
coiamaod, he deliberately consulted with his friends on the 
part which he should act as the most becoming; and at last^ 
adopting their counsel, he retired to Dunbarton Castle, 
where :he waited the return of fortune, and from whence, if 
t»he necessity of his af&irs required it, he might effect ba 
escape by embarking for France, and be r^noved from his 
mtemies. 

The Earl of Arran, on hearing of the Raid of Rothven, 

. placed himself at the head of a troop of horse well mbnnted. , 
His impatience and impetuosity were in the extreme, and he 
gave the command of the horse to his brother, William 
Stuart, with orders to march forward by the great road to 
Ruthven Castle, and confident of the friendship ofthe Earl 

, of Gowrie, to whom he was allied, pursued bis way the 
nearest road. The Earl of Mar, meeting William Stuart^ 
had a smart encounter with him, succeeded m dispersing the 
horse, and making him a prisoner, after a deal of slaughten 
The Earl of Arran arrived at the gate ofthe castle, mfhi de^ 
manded to be conducted to the King. ■" 

Thou wam9t me I have done amiss, 

1 should haire earlier look'd to this : < 

I lost itia the bastltng day, s 

Retrace with speed thy fonner way ; 

Spase not ibr spoiling of thy steeJ, 

The best of mine shall be thy meed* 

Say to our faithful Lord of Mar, 

We do forbid the iotended war; 

Roderick,, this morn, in single iight 

Was made^ our prisoner by a knight ; 

And Douglas hath himself and cause , 

Submitted to our kingdom*8 laws. 

LaJy ofthe Lake, 

The indignant conspirators rushed on him, and were 
^.bout to dispatch him with their swords, when the Earl of 
Gowrie interposed in his behalf, and conjured them not te 
dishonour their names 1)y a deed so ignoble, passionate, and 
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Uhl^trarranlahle.: I^hey then seiaed aqd con^&i hiiii a tteke 
prisoner in one of the rooms of the castle duriiig thenMtf^ 
fuad RLtlie momiDg th^ conducted hinv to Papiln Honse*. 
He was l^bfeen $ent to Stiriing casde^ where be was^s^ictly 
^iMirded; mtii their xesentment subsided, lie was contmAnd- 
ed to con&ie hk residence, to his^ seat at KinneU* (s) * 

Bowes and Sir George Catsey aniyed as Ambassadofk 
&om Elizabeth to enquire after the King^s sa^y, but irad^r 
the rosQ^ their real design was to encourage the conspk^ators, 
who daily waxed more strong, and at bst reealled the Earl 
of Angus, who had lived in exile 0rer since the death of his 
uncle the Earl of Morton, and the accession of so potent a 
nobleman added strength to the fkction. 

Lennox, whose noble qualities had procured him msmy 
iriends, now received private assurances that hijsi Majesty's 
favour was not the least abated for him, seemed at first re- 
solved'not to regard a command extorted from him by vio- 
lence. But the pow^r of his enemies, who were masters of 
the King's person, were secretly suppoited. by 'Elizabetli, 
and loudly and openly applauded by the ctergy^ put a stop 
to an enterprize which would probahlyx have bad fetal and 
dangerous consequences. However, by varioiiis artifices, be 
delayed his departure, still expecting thai his Majesty might 
find means to make his escape, or that fortune would grant 
him a favourable opportunity of taking arms for his defence. 

The conspirators virere very solicitous in the interim, not 
only to secure the approbation of their countrymen, but also 
to gain a legal sanction to so glorious and patriotic an enter- 
prize. For this end, they published a long harangue on the 
motives which had induced them to enter on so irregular a 
step, and then they compelled the King, who could not rer 
' fuse any of their demands with safety, to grant them a re- 
mission in the most ample form ; and this did not satisi^ 
them, as they procured from the ecclesiastical assembly an 
act, declaring, that what they had done was legal and ac- 
ceptable to the Almighty, to King and country, and enjoin- 

(«) Stnart, vol. ii. Doqglas, 463. 
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ing every tnie Pirotestant to concur with them in so laxiddAc 
an undertaking. 

The Convention of Estates, who assembled on the Sth of 
October, also passed an act to the same eflfect, and granted 
a full indemnity to the conspirators for all they had com^ 
mitted. They had first conveyed his Majesty to Stirling 
castle, then to flolyrood-hbuse, and all this time they hon- 
oured him, with all the external marks of reispect belon^ng 
to his dignity ; still, however, he was under the power and 
restraint of the conspirators. J^t) 

Swift ran the page — *' Thus Keaaetb says. 

What seek thae warriora here ? 

Or why the din of fiery war 

Astounds the peaceful ear ?" 

** Gae tell thy masteri Frae this arm 

Mine answer will I gie ; 

Bemind him of his tyrant deeds, 
' And bid him answer me. 

Wha was't that slew my father dear ? , 

That bar'd my castle waT? 

Wha waslt that bade wild ruin bruid 

Whar pipes did glad the ha* ?** 

Kbr half way had the message sped. 

When their tough bows they drew^^ 

But far attour the warriors' heads. 

The shafts for anger 6cw* 

** Sae ever shute Lord Kenneth's faes/*" 

The valiant William said, 

•« Wi* this 1 war na* wi' the wind^ ' 

And drew his glittering blade* 

Old Ballad. 
The Duke of Lennox, after many delays, was at last for<s- 
ed to proceed on his journey, and it was with no less reluct-* 
ance that James issued the orders for exiling him, than in 
the. manner the Duke obeyed, and both mourned the separa- . 
tion which neither had power to prevent. The Duke passed 
through England on his way to France, and soon after his 

(0 Bathurst, 334, 
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laiiidmg, the disorder of life itiind^ joined to the fiitSgwe ^ 
had laidured, brought on a fever wbi-ch soon termiiiatfed hiit 
career. In hk Ihst moktieritSf he shetv^ed sueh ia seal fbr the 
Protestant Churchy as freed his memoty from tfete itnpiitcLtibh 
of ah attaehmeht to the tenets of idie Church of ^Roine^ With 
which he hftd been loadedw 

WheB Mary heard of the captmty of he** soti^ it ejcdled 
iQ hci* bosom every apprehension that could arise from ma-»^ 
temal affbction* She theh ^rote to Elizabeth) compl^ing^ 
ki the bitterness of her sdul, of the unpreced^ted rigour of 
her intai'cemtion) and theii besought her to abiMfidon hw no 
more to despair^ nor him t<) the mercy of hit t^liieUious siib^ 
jects, and not to permit him lo btt involved in the siune mis-i 
fbrtuhi^s under whi<6h she had gtoati^d so very long. The 
peculiar acrimony and vigour of langdagie for which this letter 
is remarkable^ discover At one view the unsubdued spirit of 
Mary, her violence and indignation at the arti£oes and seve-* 
rity of Elizabeth, but it neither procured any mitigation to 
her nor interposition in favour of Janies. 

In 1583, his Majesty now began to dissemble with great 
art, but he became every day more chagrined under his con- 
finement ; nor was^ the interposition of the French monarch 
pf any use towards procuring his liberation, which, b/his 
own vigilance, he at last efiected. 

As Lennox was exiled and Arran kept at a distance from 
court, the conspirators grew more secure and watched his 
Majesty with less care. Under, the pretence of paying a 
visit to his grand-uncle the Earl of March, James obtained 
permission to go from Falkland to St* Andrews. That no 
suspicion might be created, he lodged at first in an open 
defenceless house in the town, but having pretended a curio- 
sity to behold the castle, he had no sooner entered it than 
William Stuart, commander of the gentlemen who guarded 
his Majesty's person, ordered the castle gates to be shut. 

On the 28th of June, the Earls of Argyle, Crawford, 
Montrose, Huntly, Rothes, and others acquainted with the 

3 H 
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secret, entered the town with their followers; and altbou^i 
the Earl of JVf^t and the other leaders pf the faction appear- 
ed, in B^rms, they found themselves so far inferior, that they 
foi^nd. it in vain to recover the person of his Majesty. 

Ip 1584, the noUemen of th^ faction were exiled, and by 
an act of Parliament Mar, Angus, and Glammis, were at- 
tainted, with many others, their estates, according to the 
custom of the Scottish monarchs, devolved to the crown, {u) 

The whole estates of the Earl of Mar were justly seized, 
and he was forced to seek refuge in a foreign country, where 
he soon, became sensible of his error, and sent a contrite 
letter to his M^esty, and the young monarch mpst gracious- 
ly granted him.a full pardcHi, on which he returned home 
and was restored to hia lands and honours, and a greater 
degree of royal favour, (v) 

After this he married Anne, daughter of David Drum- 
mond. Lord Drummond, and had issue John, {w) 

(m) Bathunt, 3^1. (v) Douglas, 463. (w) Scots Compendlam. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



The drawbridge poVd, or clanking chain. 

Descends no more at peep of mora. 
To usher forth the ooble train. 

With prancing steed and echoing horn. 
,The bridge w felfn ; the moat is dry : 

The .porul arch rctoms oa sound ; 
Or echoes but the raven's cry, 

That rings the mouldering turrets round. 
The armour rusU along the walls 

Onee worn by chiefs of giant form ; 
The dark roof falls, and bower and hall 

Lie open to the wasting storm. 
Nameless am I, and landless all, 

Yet have I gaz*d on thee with tears, 
Whoso massy walls and towers recaH 

The men^ory of a thousand year«. 



His Majesty, in 1589, espoused Anne, second daughter 
of Frederick IL King of Denmark and Norway, on the 9th 
of October, at Upsal, and in 1595 gave hiSv young son Henry 
in charge to the Earl of Mar, in a letter under his own 
hand: 

" My Lord or Mar, 

*^ Because on the security of my son I have concredlted to 
you the charge of his keeping, Upon the trust I have in your 
honesty. This I command you out of my own mouth, being 
in the company of those 1 like otherwise than from any 
charge that comes from me, you shall not deliver him ; and 
in case God call me at any time, see that neither for the 
Queen, Estates, their pleasure, you deliver him till he be 
eighteen yeai^is of age, and then he can command himself," 

** Given at Stirling, Ju/i; 24-, 1595/' 
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John, Earl of Mar, was at that period a person of great 
abilities, and being from his infancy bred up in the factious 
court of James V. soon became an expert and able states- 
man. 

Factions were daily gaining ground, and appeared to 
shake the government of Scotland and sap its fomidation, as 
the nobility despised to be bound by any laws but what they 
made themselves, -so that animosities were kindled, many 
hostile feuds were committed, and the nation rung the 
changes on the murder of the Earl of Moray, in 159S?. 
High flQinded Moray, the exile, the dear, 
lu the blush of the dawning the standard uprcar ! 
Wide, wide in the winds of the north let it fly, 
Like the sun's latest flush when the tempest is nigh. 

Waverly, 

Huntly had for this family an inveterate hatred— as, in the 
first place, Moray's sister had deprived him of the Earldom 
of Mar and given it to her brother, and then deprived him 
. of the Earldom of Moray, which she conferred on Stuart, 
which soon broke out in rancour and ended in murder. 
Prompted by bis Majesty, who hated Moray violently, 
Huntly, Lesmoir, with many others of the name of Gordon, 
went to the Castle of Dunibrissel, seat of the Earl of Moray, 
which was well guat-ded, and forcing open the gate, soon 
made an end of his career, and sent hipi to keep company 
with the ghosts in the shades. When the news of this mur- 
der reached the King, he immediately sent a letter to Hunt-. 
]y, in which was a free pardon ; but he was greatly lamented 
by the puritans of the age. 

• This catasti'ophe gave rise to.th^ annexed ballad ; 
Ye Highlands, ^nd ye Lowkindsi, 

O where ha'e been ? 
They haV slain the Earl o* Moray, 

And laid liim on the green* 
Naw wae be to ye Huntly, 

And wherefore did yc sae, 
J bade you bring him wi' yoo, 
Put fbrbade ye him to slay ? 
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He was a braw gaUant, ^ 

And he rade: at the ring^ 
And the bonny Earl q' Morayp 

He might ha'e been king. 
He was a braw gallant, 

And he play'd at the ba' ; 
And the bonny Earl o* Moray 

Was flower o'er tliem a*. 
He was a braw gallant, 

And he play'd at the glove, 
And the bonny Earl o' Moray 

He was the Queen's love. 
Lang, lang, will his lady 

Look o'er the castle Down, 
Ere she sec the Earl o' Moray 

Come sounding thro' the town. 

During the lifetime of his father, Alexander, Lord Elphin- 
Btone, received a Charter, under the Great Seal, on the 
lands and kirktown of Kildrummy, endorsed to Alexander, 
Master of Elphinstone, and dated December 15, 1593. 
And when far advanced in years, Robert, Lord Elphin- 
stone^ received a Charter, under the Great Seal, to him 
and his son Alexander, Master of Elphinstone, on the Lands' 
and Lordship of Kildrummy, and Barony of Elphinstone, ia 
the county of Stirling; and also, Charters on other lands in 
the counties of Perth, Fife, Aberdeen, &c. and all were 
annexed to the Lordship of Kildrummy, dated March 26, 
-1601. He died in 1602, and was sepultered in the aisle, 
and on his stone are cut gules, a chevron between three 
boars heads, erased on 

Supporters, — Two savages wreathed round the loins, hold- 
. ing in their exterior hands a javelin,, all proper. 

Crest. — A lady issuing from a wreath richly attired, hold- 
ing a castle in her dexter hand, and in her sinister a branch 
of laurel. 

Motto. — Cause caused it. Soli Deo Gloria. R. E. M. E. 

The rest of the inscription is obliterated. 
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The hame Elphinston^ in England carries also gules, and 
an elephant statant argent, tusked or. 

In a. niche, called Cameron's Aisle, are seen two recum- 
bent figures : the man is completely attired in mail, with a 
<lirk l)eside him, and his hands joined in a praying posture ; 
his head seems resting on a pillow, with this Latin inscripf- 
tion round die outward edge or plane, in coarse old English 
characters : 

Hie Jacet Aleoxar cle Forbes, quondam dno de (Buccoin)ft Mar 
(etca) 

Some of the characters are very difficult to trace, so that I 
am not certain of the inclosed words, but according to my 
idea it runs thus : 

^ Here lies Alexander of Forbes, (ate Lord of Buchan and Mar, etca 
for &c. 

Meaning, that the family held the Lordship of King- 
edward, Banffshire. 

The person rs said to represent Arthur Forbes of Brux, 
but the letters Aleoxar bears no affinity to Arthur ;' from the 
cut of the stone and the orthography, I have every reason to 
place it in the- earlier part of the sixteenth century, when 
Alexander, Lord Forbes, received from Robert, Lord de 
Duchale, the lands of Kindroghet, with the Lordships of 
Strathdee, Kyndroymn, (Kildrummy) with charters thereon. 

Alexander, Lord Elphinstone, , received another Charter, 
under the Great Seal, on the Regality of Kildrummy and 
Barony of Elphinstone, to him and his spouse, Elizabeth 
Drummond, July 5, 1608. This Alexander erected tlie 
aisle over the cemetry, on which were the arms, and this in- 
scription over the door : 

Yis jle vas bvllt by A* E, in 1605 zeiris. Lord bliss us. 

Alexander, Master of Elphinstone, lies also in the ceme- , 
try^ with this inscription on the stone round the arms: 

Heir lyis ane vorthie and human master, Alexander Lord El'pbin- 
stone qvha departlt yis lyfe yc vxiofMail 1605 being of ye age of 
XXX zeiris. 



On the norlh side is another stone^ with tbenrms ahd ptirt 
of the inscription visible : 

Gloria vrvit memoria vWit 
Hic Jaceot Jacobus Elpbinstone et sponta roea Agnes Gordvne de 
LiesiDOir ••• ••• ;«* «•• ••• ••• 

And here these beautiful lines struck my View on seeing 
the wreck, and must occur tp every reader, when he knows 
that monuments are venerated everywhere but in Caledonia, 
where too many are obliterated ; but here, supposition points 
out the mouldering bones animated, and making this soli* 
loquy: , 

Barbarian ! know till tbine no band profanef, 
Scythian, proud Roman, Saxon, Pict, or Dane^ 
Once dnr'd nay j;rave*s dark secrets to betray, 
And give my dust irrev'rently to day : 
E'en tbey, all reeking from their bloody toil, 
Yet insdent with conquest, rapine, spoil. 
With rev'rence gai'd on this stupendous mound— ' 
With chilling awe trod o*er the hallow'd ground ; 
And dar'st thou call thyself of British race ? 
Renounce ! 'tis spurious — O, far rather trace 
Back to the savage, or more murd'rous 
Band, who erst insatiate sallied from the land 
Of cannibals, or wretches without name. 
Callous to love, to honour, or to shame* 

Jones* 
In the north angle is seen the Esplin's arms — parted per 
fesse, a pale counter changed gules and ermine of the sanie, 
and on them three mascles or, but no crest or motto.-— 
Round the arms appears this epitaph, beginning in the an- 
cient Roman ora pro nobis : 

Lord haive roerci on his sovl. 
Befor yis lyis Thomas Esplin, qvha entering service with Alexander 
Lord Elpbinstone, in the zeir of God, 1580 2eiris, he being of ye age 
offovrteene zeiris, and reroent in bis Lordcheps service. Grief iilKil- 
dreme in the zeir of God 1636 zeiris« iEt^t. 70 zeirls. 

On the north of this is another stone, placed over the 
grave of his spouse, bearing this inscription, but no date : 
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Heir fyii ftn hoMSt V^rigi Voman JMetfMWj iponto Th^amsr 
Esplm in Nevbigging qvha ddpartit yis Ijfe iff the ^cir of God. 

Blist ar thay yat dies in ye Lord j ibajr cent from tbair labvrs> and 
thair varb do follow thaim* 

This veyghte stone doitb containe 

Erthes grytest losse ; 

Kevin's grytest gain 

Hir glasse is rune hir tym 

Vas vortie i^pendit, 

Hir faime stil leaves tho 

Tat hir daies be endit. 

Lord Elphinstone, who died in 1649, had issue cue' 
daughter, Lillias. 

James Elphinstone of Barns, second sim of Alexander 
fourth Lord Elphinstpne, [had a son Alexander, who suo 
ceeded his uncle as heir male to AleKandertdiefiflh Lord, 
and was in consequence sixth Lord Elphinstone ; ^but being 
a stanch loyalist and a friend to the royal family, on this ac- 
count he suffered many hardships, and was forced by Oliver 
Cromwell, in 1654, to pay a fine of jfilOOO sterling, (a) 

His father, James ofBanis, whose epitaph, by mistake is^ 
placed in page S81, will soon be rectified, by omitting the 
date, deleting ' the name Alexander, and inserting this 
epitaph : 

Hie Jacent Alexander dno de Elphinstone cmn WiHielmus Patncti» 
Hi Davidus fillii ejus. 

But to return to John Erskine, Earl of Mar, who wa& 
Jhighly esteemed by his Majesty, and was made Ambassador 
to congratulate Queen Elizabeth on the happy escape from 
the daring attempt made by the Earl of Essex; and it is and 
must be acknowledged, that he entered into some secret ne-^ 
gociations and measures for securing his Majesty's succession 
to the crown of England. He was accused by the Abbot of 
Kinloss, but matters were managed with so much dexterity 
and address, that many of the Queen's ministers and nobility 

(a) Dooglas Peerage, 346. 
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tn England entered iiitotlie eiigsgcm^t imkrioWn to her 
Majesty^ and eveii to one^ fttiother, td inpp^ftt his Majesty's 
titles to the English crown. 

On the 5th of August, 1600, ^s his Majesty early ^i the 
morhing w^ leaving the palace of Falkland to pursue the 
^sports of thefield-^ 

, The WrWgrave winds liis biigle ftotti ; 
To hone, to^fiorse^ hijiooy hallod i 
I His ^erjr eourser snuife €be itaeni, 

Axid thronging SQris-ilieir Lord punne* 
The eager pack, frp;ifi coqplefli fVecfd^ ' 

Dash througii the bush, tft>e hiieri ibe V^ke } 
Whife ajQSweri|ig hpuojt and bjoro, ^ni steedi 
The iQipiiiitai^ ^ck9^p startling wdike*^ 

Sir Wfdkf, ScotU 
he was, accosted by Alexaoder Buthv^n^ wjio, with art 
air of secresy a^d kfrtportaneey aeqilaidted his; Majesty, that 
on the evening' of the third a stirsng^r had be^ seized near 
his brother Wiffiam's house iit Perth, abd tjiere secured; 
and on searching him, there was fi^nd aqiiahiity of foreig.i 
gold about his person. His Mqesty immediately suspected, 
that this was no other than some trafficking priest, well sup^ 
plied wi& tioin, who had been prompted to stir up some new 
commotion in Scotland, which was already Beai-ly overthrown 
by religious broils, ordered the man to fee sent to FatkhnKl 
castle. Ruthven strenuously x)pposcd this resolu^on, dtfd 
with many arguments urged his M4<Bsly io proceed for 
Perth, and there examine the matter more ^Hy: The curio^ 
sity of James was now i'ai^ed, and 6e promised^ at the close 
ofthechace, to go with him to Perth. . 

Courteous King Jamie is gone tb the wood, 

The fattest buck to find ; ' " ' ' 

He chacd the deer, and he chaced the roe, 

THI bis fdends were left behind. 

tie huMsdd oMet tnoss and timiiv 

And oiver daie land dbwii, 

TIE he eame itO' a ruined hiinting hatf 

, Was stjv«a laJJes iv*m a town. 

3 I 
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He entered up the buntuig ball, . 

To make him goodly cheeri 

For of all the herds in the good greea wood> 

He hadriaip the fairest deer. 

Tides of fVonder, p. >53. 

During the chace, Ruthven continued his^ importunities, 
and would not even aUow his Majesty to wait on a fresh 
horse, but insisted on setting out immediatelj, and willed 
James to go without-his retinue,, which he absolutely refused, 
and twenty persons accompanied his Majesty to Perth* 
O so it fel^that on a day, 
To rouse the red deer from their den, 
The chiefs have ta'en their distant way,* > 
And scour'd the deep Gtenfinla's glenv 
No vassals wait their sports to aid, 
. To watch their safety, deck thfeir board, 
Their simple dress the Highland plaid ; 
. Thdr trnsty guard the Highland sword. 
! . Three summer days, through brake aod deU, 
Theur whistling shafts successful flew. 
And still when dewy ev'niog fell,. 
The quariy to' their hat they drew. 

Lord Ronaid^s Cwonachm 
yfx^Mss^f Earl of Cowrie, was apprized by his brother of 
his Majesty's approach, and therefore met him at a short 
dist^ince from the city, and conducted him to his house« 

. \ . 'f OrsoQth, or &Ue thy wordsofwoe, 

f' Clangiiliaa's chieftain ne*er shall fear; 
'' His blood shall bound at rapture's glow, 
'* Though doom'd to stain the Saxon^pear.*' 
In the interim, no preparations were making for the en- 
tertainment of the royal guest, at which James was not a little 
surprised, and even Gowrie appeared more than ordinary 
embarrassed, and could not even make apology for the scanty 
fare produced to welcome his royal master. The repast be- 
ing ended, the attendants were led to another apartment to 
dine, when Ruthven took the opportunity of ^whispering in 
his Majesty's ear, that now was the time to see the incognito^ 
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Tlie King then desired Sir Alexander Erskine to go along 
with liim, but to this Riithven would not consent^ and fold 
him he must hare no attendants. 

He then conducted his Majesty by a narrow stair-case 
through several suits of apartments, all of which Riithven 
securely Ibcked behind him, until at last they arrived at a 
ismall room, wher<?, instead of a fettered prisoner, what in- 
4>reased his wonder was to behold a man in complete armour, 
dagger aixl sword drawn, standing in the centre of the room. 

Yet his plate ]ack was bracei!, and liis helmet was laced, 

And his vaunt brace of proof he wore ; 

At his saddle gerthe was a good steel sperthe, 

Full ten pound weight and more* 

Eve of Si. J0ln. 

James startled at the sight, and tremulously inquired if 
this was the person alluded to, when Ruthven snatched the 
dagger from the man, and addressing his Majesty in hiirsh 
tetms on the eseecution of his, father, for the Raid .of Ruth- 
ven in 1584, said he was now a prisoner, and at his mercy ; 
i)ut added, that should he quietly submit and make no noise, 
his life was in no danger. He then delivered the dagger to 
the man, and told him to take care of the King, and at the 
'same time, binding his Majesty with an oath not to make 
^ny noise or disturbance during bis absence ; on which, he 
returned and acquainted his. brother with what he had done. 

His Majesty's attendants, in the interim^ were impatient 
at his delay, and iriquiired at Gowrie what detained hiin — 
when, at that instant, one of Ruthven^s servants entered thq 
roofll, and acquainted them, diat the King had that instant 
mounted his horse and rodfe off for Falkland; on which they 
all {eft the house immediately, and called for their horses. 

Ruthven had now returned to his Majesty, (ind told him, 
that now he behoved to die, and at the sam^ time offering to 
bind his hands. Startled at this indignity, and even unarm* 
ed as he was, he firmly resented and would not submit, but 
closing with his antagonist $L strviggle ensued, during which 
the man in armour stood dismayeil, motionless, ami ti-emb^ 
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ki^ dared not to otkt aid on either side, Rutliv^ wd9 
drawiiy during this scuffle^ by hi^ Majesty, near to a window 
which accidentally was partly open; on which the King; 
thrust forth his he^d, and in a wild terrific voice , shonted 
H/dp I Treason I Murder ! Help ! Murder ! His retinue,^ 
who had not yet departed, knew the voice of their Royal 
Mli3tef, and observing a h^nd at the window collaring the 
King» they immediately rushed up stairs to his aid, but th^ 
greater nutnber taking the great stair-caiie, found every dooi; 
firmly shut, which they attempted to force open, while Sir 
John Ramsay entered by a back stair, and seeing Ruthven 
struggling with the King, drew his dirk and struck Ruthven 
twice, and then drew him from his Majesty and threw him 
down the stair, > where b^ was met by Sir Thomas Erskine 
tmd Sir Hugh. Herriea, who ^oon dispatched him with their 
daggers, while} with his dying breath, he cried— <^ Alas I 
^f ajas ! I am not to blame for this action !" 

Duripg this the t^an in armour, who was concealed in the 
study unobserved, ipade his ^scape. 

There was now in the apartment with his Majesty^ Ram* 
aay^ Ersjcine, and Harries, with a footman named Wilson^ 
who entered along with them. > Before they had tune to shot 
the d<)or, and cpn^atulat^ his Majesty on so providential 
^ escape, Gowrie rqsbed i^p the back stair, witb a drawn 
i^word in each hand) iolkwed by seven^ servants completely 
arm^9 and with ^ loud voice threatened all with iiistant 
deadi. Notwithst^ding the inequality of numbers^ the 
three gentlemen attacked the Sarl^ when Sir Jk>im Ramsay 
pierced his heart with his da^er,, asid he awpik lifdess at his 
feet without uttering pp^ word^ and hi^ servai^ts having ce^ 
ceiyed several wounds vi^ithdrew.' Threes of the jE^ing's atr 
teudants were also wounded in the <;QpiIict. 

The othef part of th^ retinue, who ^ei^ endeavouring to 
^rce a passage from th§ Othi^r stair-rcasc;, were now let in, 
a^d his Migesty sQcm. distinguished *tbe EavIsofMar bqA 
Lennox, with theii' follower^ who in triuft^ports of joy cotir 
gratulated the King on such a wpnder&l and happy escape^ 



Tbey then fell on theii* knees and devoudy thanked Opdi# 
Nor yet were the dangers dlover, ibr now the inhabitant! 
of Perth, hearing of their J^rovost aiKi Patrcni, the Earl of 
Cowrie's death, they surrounded the house and VfK^i&raled < 
vengeance on the King^ who soon unbarred, .the g^tes and 
displayed to them the dead bodies of the Ruthvens^ and ftc- 
qnalnted them with the whole matter, which having heu^ 
they became satisfy, an4 by degrees dUpersed in quietness. 
On searching Cowrie's pockets for papers to discover tbeif 
cksigns, they found nothing but a small parchment bag full 
ofnaagical an^ mystical characters, talismanic charms, and 
words of enchantment; and could we rely on the accounts of 
tlie conspiracy given by the King, ^* while these were about 
<V his person, the wounds of which he died discharged no 
<< blood ; but no sooner were they taken away, than^ the blood 
^^ streamed copiously." It is also said, that he studied nec^ 
cromancy for several years at Padua: — 

He iearn'd thct art that none may name. 
At Padua far beyond the sea : 
by which he pretended he could work a great many mijrades, 
and in particular, that he could produce children withoujt 
sexual intercourse. 

Having left the dead bodies to the care of the magistrates, 
bis Majesty^ went to Falkland* 

. Three of Cowrie's servants were executed at Perth, as be- 
ing concerned in the attempt^ but they could throw no light 
on this intricate affair; and the man who was concealed in 
the study, and who, upon promise of free pardon,, bad given 
himself up, proved to be Cowrie's steward, and was asmiich 
a stranger to the designs of his master as the rest^ and alr^ 
though placed in the study by the Earl's immediate com- 
mand, did not even know for what purpose that station was 
assigned him : the truth of which was strongly evidenced 
from his behaviour to his Majesty, while placed as a guard 
over him in the study, when, instead of having any design 
on his life or liberty, he stood ailrighted and motionless, 
totally incapable of so horrid an office. In fine^ all Ruth^ 
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V«h^s lands and honours were forfeited, which Were given to 
'^Ohti Graham, third Earl of Montrose; who succeeded, in 
15S2, as Lord High Treasurer, (b) 

From this period, the 5th of August Was ordered to be 
kept as a day of thanksgiving ever after, {c) 
' Notwithstanding the minute detail of this conspiracy given . 
by the King, the motives which actuated the brothers to this 
^x>nspiraey remain a mystery, and the tale labours under 
many inconsistefncies^ 

' In January, 1^03, the Dowager Countess of Mar depart- 
ed this life, as appears by her last legacy, which is here 
copied verbatim from the original holograph, found in the 
1>lack cabinet of ebony, which belonged to her dapghter-in- 
law. Lady Mary Stuart, Countess x>f Mar, which is in tlie 
)x>ssession of the Right Hon. Lord Alva. 

*^ I, Dame Amabelle Murray, Countess of Mar, relict of 
John umquhile Erl of Mar, Regent of Scotland^ lavis in' 
legacie to Marid Erskyne my Oy, ray goun of black damas, 
with the black grogram taftie, to be ain new goun. 

** Item : — I laive to Anna Erskyne my Oy, my goun of 
damask taftie round taillet, the foir breists thairof lynit with 
plush, and to her twelf elas of whyte grogram taftie of my 
my auin making. 

** Item : — To my sister the Lady Abercairney, my goun 
of chamlet of silk, pastmentit wt bred velvet pastments, the 
brestis thairof lynit with plush, wt my doublet and skirt of 
plain black velvet. 

" Item : — To David Murray, brother german to Aber- 
cairney, (William Murray) my sisters sonne, ain Imndrieth 
marks, with ain duHe of serg. 

^* Item : — To the Parson of Innernauhtie, (Strathdon) and 
Agnes Btuce his spouse, by attour, my former legacie, 
aught bolls of eat meale. 

"Item: — To William Brogg, chirurgeon, four bolls of 
eat meale. 



(ff) Scota Gompcndium, p. 167. (<?) Bathurst, 366. Dongla;?,- 306. 
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*« In witness wharec^ I haive :sabi5cryvittliirl presents^ 
(wrytten by James Duncanson, nottairy in Stirling) with my 
auin hand, the 19 day of January, the yeir of God 1605 
yeirs, befor thir witnesses, Jaines Kinross <^ Itippenross^ 
and Thomas Ebbing my servant«-<>(This is. evidently a mis- 
take or typographical error, as it 'is written Espltn on his 
tombstone, and other writs of Mar.) 

(Signed) « Amabelle Murbay, 
« C. Mae," 
*< James Kinross of -Kippencross, witness." 

Queen Elizabeth made her demise on Thursday, March 
24, 1603, between the hours of two and three a. m. when 
the Lords i^iritual atxd temporal, with the whole Comicil, 
unanimously received the administration, and in one accord 
proclaimed James, King of both nations ; and on the 25th, 
Charles Percy and T. H* Somerset were sent to Scotland 
with letters to James, inviting him to, come wi^ all speed to 
London, {d) 

Beiow the arrows*d arch they rush'd, 

Wi* mony a shout, sae fast : 
Beneath the rambow the' big clouds 

Sae drives the roaring blast. ; ' - 

Bald Waher sprang frae aff his steid, 

And drave him o'er the lee ;' 
Curs'd be the name of that base eowVi 
. Tliat codd but think to flee. 
Firmly he set his manly footf 

And firm his targe he bare : 
Never may Walter greet his friends. 

If Kenneth's see him mair. 
Long, long, the well tried warrior^s fought^ 

With swords of burnish'd steel ; 
Kor wbiild they yield the cavse lor nought, 

But par/, cut, and wheel. 

.1, : i.^— -^ = 1 r ' ■ , 

(d) Camden's Annals, p. h 
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jPar v'^r.Locd Kenny's bcowj^ 
Cleft Quiii «ftd tartafw Aro*. 

Bepn to dye AegrouDi)^, 

Yet he advanced, pierc'd W^llian^'ft breiuXtf 
- A.deep and ghastly woiMid* 
The blood Atain'd bkde droptfrom his haodi 

He sunk without a groan. 
And Kenneth near him lay to rest^ 
Petb krt ibeNrHTneads tQ moen* 

QldB^IU. 

• On the first of April, Sanies todk his journey for tidg;- 
land, vnlCti the £arl of Mar and a great retinue, to takepds^ 
session of diat crown and kingdom, and on the^ch the ca*- 
Talcade entered Berwick ; trat before they had advanced m 
far as York, the Eari- of Mar was compelled to retmn to 
Scotland to appease Queen Anne, who had demanded from 
Lady Mary Henry, Charles^ and Elizabeth^ whom the 
Earl had left with strict injunctions not iLo x^ign them into 
the hands of any pers<»i, without; a s%n or order under his^ 
own hand, and for this the Queen never forgave him. 

On the 8th, a riot broke out oq the bordei9 of Waterford^ 
and other counties in Ireland; on that day his Majesty made 
a triumphal entry hito York^ and on the lOtb, ^e Earl of 
Southampton, with many other prisoners, obtained their 
freedom* Matters now f^ccsoian^aitedf the Earl of Mar 
prepared to proceed after the: King, but, tinctured with the 
superstitions of the a^, he held his tarningbaok as ominous, 
that his career would soon terminate, and be thought it 
highly necessary to make bisi latter will, which is here sub- 
joined, from the origind holograph testament^ in the pos- 
session of the Right Hon. Lord Aka^ which was altered in 
1608, as can be seen by the interlineatioiis. 

« I Jhonne Erie of Mar, Knawingliathing raor certan 
than deth, albeit the tim tiot knawin to me quhen it shall 



45t - 

ple^s God in his ihercie to call me fi'om this tratisitorie Hytf 
to be Partaiker with him in hevin of that everlestiiig Lyf pre* 
paritt for his elect, thruch Jesus Cryst our Saviour from all 
etemitie, and being of intentioun 16 tak jumey to Ingland to 
attend upon my Mr. the Kings Majestie aiid his §eryic^ 
quhair I haive bein sihdrie tyms vescitt {e) with greit sickness 
to the danger bf my lyf, and thairfore willing to uispois my 
wordiie afiairs and to tak sick order for the weil of my hous> 
tny wyf, Qnd bairns, as it shall pleiss God to gif his graice 
that I tnay be the b^ter prepairit quhen itt shall pleis him to 
viscit me in his mercie heirefter, I mak my letter Will and 
Testament in maner foUuing, wrytten (all) f/J with my ain 
bahdi 

<< In tj)e fit* st plase I n&ifiindtt, maks^ and constituts my 
weiUe belbVitt spous dame Marie (Ersk,) Steuart (gJConn*^ 
tass of Mar, tutrix testamentar to our haill bairns procreatik 
and to be procreat betwixt us, and comits to her the adminis- 
tratioun of our saids bairns thair rents and leivings, with 
ihair educatioun during thair minorite, and (lesaige vsing 
her) {h) as I doatt not, to tak cair of thair educatioun in th^ 
feir of God, and cumlines, and (vetine) {h) as becumes^ thair 
birth and ranki And^ sicklyke I leife the said dame Marie 
toy spous, and our bairtis forsaids, my executefs aud uniter- 
sall intromitters with my haiU goods and geir, except the 
goods and plenising efter specified, quhilk I Kefto, my eldest 
souri to remen with his hous, arid comits the Inventur of the 
rest of my goods to (giffin up) (i) be my spous. 

" Item :— I ratifie and approvs the band maid be me to 
my Lord Deuk of Lenox, my good brother, anent my wyf 
sistirs sucuritie of the laws of the Lordship of Breehin and 
Naver, and othirs tbairin in contentatiotin of her conjunctly 
fie and terce, togidder with the Infeofment granted be me to 
the said dame Marie Steuart my spous, af the said Lordship 



(e) tt mdst undoubtedly meaHs visited. /^y (AlH this word is interlined in the 

original, fgj (Ersk.) 19 blotted out. fhj Prudent using, fhj (Virtue.) 

(0 (be givetf up) the word be is^ omitted in the original. 

3 K 
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of Brec&inandNaveraiid otbirs thairin specified conferm tcr 
the bftnd^ qubilk iofbofnaent and uthers specified in the said 
band. 

*< I wilfe xny said i^ous to accept, in fule oontentioun of 
her eonjiihct fie and teree, aocordiag to tlie provision eontenit 
in the InfeffcDent ; quhilk infeffinent proceeding upon the 
said bandf I appoint to he her onlie securities and will and 
erdainB my eldest sonne to manteit\ and defend her thairin^ 
aiid never to mak question td her during her Ly%n)e of the 
staid' Land9 knd telnds thaii'of, anc} I will farther^ that slie 
shall brilik my lodging in Stirling, with aU l^he partiments^ 
daring all the daiys of her lyftyme. 

<< Item :-— I ratifie and appreivis the bands and securities 
maid now be me to itiy bairns for thair provisions atidspecia- 
fie ; thie bands Mid obligatiouns maid be me to my thrie 
yongest doehteirs to witt, ain band maid be me to Ana my 
second dochtei' eon^ning.the soum of ten thousand pounds, 
imd to Margarett and Amabel!, my thii^d and fourth docbters,, 
ilk ain of thaim ain obligatioun oonteining the soume of t^n 
thousand marks, and wilk and ordainia my eldest souri tt> 
satisfie and fulfill the saids bands, conform to the ten& 
tbiarof, in kess I fulfill not die samin befbr my diciss« {k) 

<^ Aiid beeaus it may be thocht that by thir detts and uthirs^ 
eontractit be me for the provision ef my bairns^ I halve ovir- 
biirdined my elde^it soun» and so the stett of my bous, but I 
hitite thocht it expedient to lett it be knawin to my friends 
that I haive.nott.doun the satnin unadvyasedly, bot with the 
foresicht of his Releiie, in sa far as I haive reservitt unto him 
my haill lands I haive in Inglahd (excepting Onlie the Maner 
and hundreth of Ocham, qidiilk I haive ordainitt for my soon 
laimes) quhilks lands being discretlie usitt be him is able to 
releive the heil burdings I haive laid upon hihi, by attour tW 
profit of his. marriage, 

," Item: — I laive to my eldest soun my bassing.(/) and 
Invar {in) sett with mother of perle, to remaine with my 
hous, as also my heil sylver works^ iynes beds^ and my haile 

(^1 decease. (7) Basin, French, a washing bowl. (;»). IbiU. 
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ttqi«stri<f 5 exceptiiTg allwaies stc' «in pairt of thair thriftj as 
.my Loi^ of Drybnich, («) Mr. Johnne Preston, the Gene- 
rale, and me Cusdng, (cf) the Laird of Diinepaii?, or sae 
roany of thaimas shall be e\if{pj at the tym, and shall think 
n^cessarie for ouss f^qj of my wyf, that she may Here efter 
me as my wyf. 

** Item : — 1 lief to my eldest son my fairest jewale quiiilk I 
^att from the King of Fraunce. This tuay (r) my servant 
Harrie Don hes in his keping. (5) 

^* Item : — I lief to my wyf my oder jeude, that i bocht in - 
_ London from Sir Villiam Lerick. 

** Item: — I request my wyf and eldest soun, and my rem- 
anent (t) bairns, to enterteineluve and amitie amongst thai m- 
selfs, and ilk ain of tbaim to be kyndlie to uther, and my 
eldest soun to behaive himself reverentlie and luvinglie to my 
wyf as Ws moder, (for shee never desyred me to heirm him) 
and' afFectiounatlie to his Briether and Sister, and to men- 
teine thaim in thair richts, and nott to troubile thaim in the 
securities quhilk Ihaive maid to thaim, as also my wyf to be 
loving to my isoun, and my reminent iDaims, to follow and ' 
depend (und&r his Majestic) upon my eldest soun, and to 
i»everens him as thair eldest briether and chie^ as thay will 
deserve my Hissing. 

\ " Lastly, I leive my hairt to my Maister, his saci'ed Ma- 
jestic, maist houmbfie intretin his hichi^ess to be a Patron to 
iny wyf, that«ain doo hir wrong; as also i leive unto my 
young sweit Maister, the Prince, teldest soun, and his haile 
briether and sister, becaus thair greitest honor is that thay 
war brocht up in oure hous with him, not doutting bot when 
tymservs (gif they be vorthie of thaimselfe) he will remim- 
ber (and lat the varld knaw) by his favor to thaim that thair 
father was his fairfifid servant, (t*) 

^* This my letter will subscryvirii with my auin hand, at 
Stirling, the 10 of March 1603, renewed Aprill I, 1608. , 

(Signed^ <» J. E. Mar." 

(n) Anowtor to the Earls of Buohaa. (o) My Oousin. ■ /'pj Allvo. 

(qJ ^^' ('') Toy. (»•) This Jast is in the margin. . 

(/) Remaiaing, (»<) f;din.i!Hag. 1798, p. 329. 
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These things settled, the Earl of Mar set forward to Lon- 
don after his Majesty, * who appointed him one of the Privy 
Council ; and on the feast of St# George, July 2, Henry, 
. Prince of Wales, the Duke of Lennox, with the Earls of 
Mar, Southampton, and Pembroke, were invented with the 
ribband and created Knights of the Garten {a) 

The Earl of Mar continued to enjoy his Majesty's favour 
until 1614, and during that period was entrusted with many 
important affairs ; his Majesty confided greatly in him on the 
management of foreign matters, and he was said to be at the 
head of the French faction, as it was then called. 

He married, secondly, Mary, daqghter of the Duke of 
Lennox, and sister of Esme Stuart and Ludovic, Duke of 
Lenno:^, by whon^ he had issue James, who was created 
Earl ofBuchan. 

2. Henry, who was created Lord Cardross ; as, in 1604) 
the Earl of Mar had bestowed this Lordship, with power to 
assign it to any of his sons he thought proper, and accordr 
ingly, disponed of it to his son Henry, who, in consequence 
thereof, sat as Lord Cardross, in the lifetime of his fi^ther^ in 
the Scots Parliament 

3. Sir Alexander, one of the Senators of the College of 
Justice, who was unfortunately blown up in Dunglass House,- 
in 164Q« leaving no issue. 

4. Sir Charles pf Alva, from whom are descended the pre- 
sent Sir Parry, the Ute Charles of Tinwald, Lord Justice 
Clerk, his s^on Lord Baijavk, &Ct 

/ 5. Sir John of Otterstown, 

6. Sir Arthur of Scotscraig. 

7. William, Cupbearer to King Charles II. and Master 
of the Charter House at London. 

8. Mary, married first, William, sixth Earl of Marischa}, 
- and had issue : married, secqqdly, Patrick Maqle, ^arl of 

Panmure, and had no issue. 

9. Anne, married John Leslie, Earl of Rothes, and had 
issue John, first Duke of Rothes. 

(cr) Camden, p. 8, 
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10. Maty, mdrried John, Earl of Kinghorn, ancestor of 
jhe Earls of Strajthmore, but had no issue. 

11. Catharine, married Thomas, second Earl of Hadding- 
ton, and had issue. (&) 

March 27, 1606, his Majesty entered in full regalia to a 
full Parliament, at 1 1 o'clock, a. m. where he was met by 
the Earl of Mar^ with many noblemen, among whom was 
Lord Forbes, and the Commissioners, Sir William Forbes 
of Craigievar and John Forbes of Leslie, for Aberdeen. At 
this Session, Henry Percy, Eavl of Northumberland, waa 
sentenced to a fine of ^30,000 sterl, and iipprisonment for 
life. 

Sept. 23, 1606, Francis, Prince de Vaudols, and his son 
Charles, Duke.de Lotharia, made a visit to the English 
court ; and on the 8th May, 1607, Prince Joinville, brother 
to the Duke of Guise, came over to England, (c) along with 
the 'French Ambassador, who made a visit to his- Majesty in 
Edinburgh, when he wrote this short epistle to the Earl of 
Mar : , 

" Dear Jock, 
" As Fm gaing l;o gie an audience this morning to the 
French Ambassador, I desier you to be sae gude to send me 
a pail* of yeir best silken hose, with the goud clocks at themr 
** Your affectionat Cusine, 

« James R.'* 

Queen Anne, spouse of his Majesty, departed this life, 
and was enshrined in Westminster Abbey with great solem- 
nity, and this Latin inscription, which is literally translated : 

" Sacred to the Memory of the most serene Queen Anne, 
daughter of Frederic* IL King of Denmark, Norway, Goths, 
and Vandals, and Sister of Christian IV. aiid Consort of his' 
Majesty James VL King of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land. 

" Departed March 4, a. d. 1618, aged 44? years, 4 months, 
and 1 4 days." {d) 

(ft) Douglas Peerage. (o) Camden's Annals, p. 5. (rf) Camden, 108. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



And oft I sigh'd to Fiew once more 

The gorgeoos days of old r^tof*d. 
When at yoo h^h emliattrd door 

An hundred^ vassals haiVd their lord. 
When eour^ damn, in rich array. 

All gaH^ to the chase would'ridi^ 
Or with undaunted eye survey 

, The field whow knights their valoir tried. 
But passed ie aU the pomp away» 

That deck*d existeuce in Its prime ; 
Aqd hnt a faist and feeble ny 

Gilds the declining age <^ time. 
And ardent faith, and love, and miith, 

Like this lope tover are r^t imd Fi««n> 
While but tj^eir ruins tell, that earth 

Once held these visitants of heaven. 



On the 13th of February, 1620, John, Earl of Mar, 
made a resignation of ike whole Earldom, which his Majes- 
ty returned with Charters, under the Great Seal, on the 
I^ord§;bip3 of Strathdee, Stratbdon, Garioch, Alloa, ^&c. 
together with the hereditary ofSces of Captain of Stirling 
Castle, Sheriff of the county * of Stirling, and Chamberlain 
of the Lordships of Monteith, Brechin, Nayaree, and Stir- 
ling, with the Bailiwick and Admiralty of the water of Forth, 
to him and his heirs xjiale. \ 

There is a Novodamus to this Charter, erecting a}l these 
Lands, Lordships, OiRces, &c. contained therein, into the 
E£Nrldon> of Mar; and also declares, that the infeftment 
taken at the tower of Alloa shall be sufficient for the whole. 

Soon after the death of Henry, Prince of Wales, Nov. 6, 
I612i the Earl of Mar left Engl-iid and returned to Sqot- 
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laiidy where lie wits mode L^rd Higli Tredfitirer^ ttnd enjoy- 
ed that office until 1631 9 when he made a full fesignAtioli 
andf reth'ed to the cotmtry^ fiit from sA\ public eotiiinoti^ns. 
There are no authentic documents extant^ r datii^ that \i^ 
received any gratuities from his Majesty in Engkind, but tik 
compensation, he was exceedingly bountiful to him in Scot- 
land ia the grants of lands and honours, by which, with his 
paternal possessions, he enjoyed the largest estate of anj 
nobleman in Scotland. 

He died at a very advanced age, in the year 1634, when 
the estates devolved on his son John, 1 5th Lord Ersldne 
and 36th E^rl of Mar, who was a man of pfofoiind tdlenta 
and a great projector^ whereby he exhausted a eonsiderabk 
part of hisestate« 

He was, Oft the coronation of Henry, PritWe <>f Wales, 
lune 4f, 1610, created Knight of the Bath t ond was ap- 
pointed one of his Majesty's Privy Council inScbtknd, ont 
of the Senators of the College of Justice, and Governor of 
Edinburgh Casde, in 1615. 

He continued to sit as a Lord of Session until 1626, when 
he was removed from the Gubematory of Edinburgh Castle^ 
and in J 638, the General of Butbven was appointed in his- 
stead., (a) 

His Majesty died March 27, 1626, at Theobald House,, 
in the county of Hertford, was removed to Westminster 
Abbey and buried in Henry's VII's ChapeV where a stately 
monument was erected over him. He was the first Kin^ 
crowned in England since the conquest. 

James ihe first wa» made a muckle king^ ^ 

Of Caledoaia's shore ; 
The only king in Engbad crown*d, 
That was a king before. 

tlis third son, Charles,' was bom at DunfermCne, MovC 
29 j 1600, and was crowned in the 25th year of his age, o» 
the 25th of May, 1626. Married Princess Henrietta Maria^ 

(fi) Dooglas Peerage. 
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younger daughter of Heni-y IV. of France, and sist^ of 
Louis XIII. 

I shall now give a copy of the compt of my Laidy Countas 
of Mar, her yearlie spending, extracted from an original in 
the library of the Earl of Buchan« 

AU<ni}a^ Oddber 7, 1635. 
Of FIoQl^y Meale^ and Malt, 16 Chalders. 
OfF Horse Corue, 8 Chajders. 

Off Mony depursit for hous provisions, - - - £300 
Off Monej for Miarchand Compts, for my Latdy, her - ' 

thrie Sounes, and Sax Oyes> and thair onwaiters, with 

coUedge and school fees, and bourdtog, • - 4000 2 
Off Mbney for law bussiness, and daily depurKments at 
home or abroad, in Edinboro, or else where, - 2000 

Off Money for meoteining bedde and table cloathes, and 

all things belonging thairto, • -• - • 60^ 15 ^ 
Off Money for lyvery, and upholding ye coatcfae and horse, 

wt saddle horses for hir sonnes, and servantis, and 

saddle and staible graithe necessarie thairto, • 666 13 4 

Off Money for servantis fees, Chamerlain, and Officiar 

hesy .-.--..- 1000 
Off Money for upholding the houses of AUowa, Stirling, 

and Cardrossc, 200 010 



Sum total, £8834 9 8 

•In 1638 his Majesty, Charles I. having formed the desigtl 
of purchasing all the hereditary jurisdictions, soon prevailed 
with the Earl of Mar to enter into a minute with him, oblig'- 
ing himself to sell to his Majesty the hereditary Sheriff's 
office of Stirlingshire, and the Bailiary office of the water of 
Forth, for the sum ofj^8000 sterling, dated at Whitehall^ 
February 15, 1638; and accordingly, the Earl resigned 
these offices, November 4, 1641, on which he received a 
iiond of the same date for the £SOOQ. On the first breaEing 
crut of the rebellion, the Earl inclined strenuously to the Co- 
venanters, and was by them in 1641 appointed a Prity 
Counsellor for life. But no sooner had he discerned their 
chicane pia and true intention, than he openly deserted them. 



hni joined the iLoyalists, where he continued toact.witt 
stedfastness for the remainder of life; and on that account 
had his lands sequestrated, and suffered many other hardr 
ships. He sold off many of his lands in Scotland, and pur^ 
chased a large estate in Ireland, which was totally lost to 
Jbim and his family in the Irish rebellion^ 

JSe married Christina, daughter of Francis Hay, 9th Earl 
of Erroll, and had issue John, Sir Francis, and William, 
who both died without issue, and Elizabeth, who married 
Archibald, Lord Napier.^ . , 

The Earl died in 1654, and. was succeeded by his son 
John, as 16th Lord Erskine and 37th Earl of Mar, who, 
during his father's life, received a Charter, under the Great 
Seal^-Ad Johannes Domino de Erskine toties Comitatis de 
Mar — which is authenticated by several charters in the. pub* 
lie registers betweeli 1640 and 1642. He was held in high 
honour and merit, and invariably attached to the interests of 
his King and country. He was courted with great assiduity , 
by the Covenanters and their party to accept a commission 
in their army, and on his resolute refusal to have any con- 
tiectioo with them, the post designed for him and the Stii*- 
lingshire. regiment were given to Lord Lnvingstone. Ub 
now joined with the Marquis of Montrose, and immediately 
the Parliament ordered the Houses of Erskine and Alloa to 
be plundered. 

^^ But as between the cup anci lip^ 

'' Things unforeseen will ofteo^ slip, 

" So death was pleasM to interpose, 

" And gratify the nation's foes ; 

** By cutting short a milder reign . 

** Than faction e'er will find again.** 
After the battle of Alford, he followed Montrose to the 
battle of Kilsyth, and warned hiin of General Leslie's ad- 
trance with a great atmy against hi.m, aiid earnestly besought 
him to avert the impending danger* Biit this did not put a 
stop to the battle of Philiphaugh, from whence he (then only 
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Lord Erskine) escaped with great difficulty, and flecj nortb* 
wards to his father^s Lordship of Kildrummy, where he rais^ 
ed some of the friends and Vassals of ^e family for the ser- 
vice ofhis Majesty. 

On the 14th of November, 1638, he resigned the goverq- 
xnent of Edinburgh castle to the Marquis of Hamilton, an j 
came northward to Kildrumtny, where, in 1639, he issued 
orders to plunder Alexander Reid of Newmiil of 120 bolls 
of meal, and Sir Thomas Crombie of Kemnay of 22, which 
he distributed among the soldiers. 

Here I think it not improper to look at th^ state of the 
army at that period. 

In the summer of 1640;^ an army was hasti^ collected ia 
different pa^ts of Scotland, In the yieiy of rep^lUi^ an ex- 
pected hiyasipn from England, and placed ync}er the pom- 
xnand o^ General A^xaadec Leslie, aided by ya^iou^ other 
officers, who, like himself, had learned the militaJry Wt, and 
had acquired no small share of lyiilit^ry fac^e^ imder Gusr 
tavus Adolphus. 

On the approach of th<e English forces, under LprdL Coo- 
way, th^ Scottish militia, on the 29th of Augustj^ cr^s^d 
the border, and went to Newbum op the river Tyne, wj^^r^ 
they ehcountered and repuked their <>pponejQ^s» and obtain- 
ed complete possession of I^ewcastle and the neigbbo^rii]^ 
country, as far as the borders of Yorkshire. 

In this situation they remained for more than a year : but 
during this period of inactivity, it is creditably to the talents 
of General Leslie and his officers, that he not only maintain- 
ed the most exact discipline among his troops, but that he 
was able to improve their skill in all the military exercises, 
to a degree that had till thj^n been but little known in Great 
Britain. In the month of August 1641 , Charles. I. in the 
course of his journey into Scotland, visited the army at New- 
castle, and was entertained by General Leslie with a displayi 
of its exact discipline and spldier-HI^e appearanipe, which 
probably was intended by the General for otlier purposes be- 
sides those of common military parade. 
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Of this rayal review, and on the Conduct of the army aod 
its commander — 

For booe that ever hil'd thfl rcmaH^ 
Less ease or greater fame oould boast i 
None labour more for Eagland a good^ 
Repaid with such ingratitude ; 
Nor Queen o'er anj stubborn race^ 
E'er sufilered more, or punUh'd less. 

On the army retiring soon after from England, a curious 
and not uninteresting account was published at the timte, in 
one of those small pamphlets which were then daily issuing 
from the press, and of which I shall present a reprint to my 
readers. It is of English composition, but will be found tQ 
do ample justice to the military character of the Scottish army 
and their valiant commanders. < 



His Majesties passing through the Scots Armie : as also, 

his Entertainment by Generall Lesly.' 

Together with the manner pf the Scots marching oat of 

Newcastki 

Related by tb^ best intelligence^ Printed in year 1641. 
ITis Majesties passing through the Scots armie. 

Generall Lasley being aduertised of the time of his Majes-; 
ties comming to Newcastle, that hee might as well appeare 
in his own art and lustre, as in his dutie and loialty to his 
$ouereigne, (hauing first made his choyce of fitt ground) hee 
drew out his whole forces, both horse and foot, with the 
artillarie : aiid the better to express the souldiers salute and 
welcome of the king, hee rallied bis men into two division^ of 
equall number^ ranging them iii a great lengthy with an 
equall distance betweene them of about eight score, which 
iiendered them the more conspicious^ and with the braver 
aspect to the beholders. 

Through these the king was to pass ; whither being come, 
the Generall alighting from his horse, (which was presently 
taken by two of his footmen) hee prostrated himself and ser- 
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vice before the king, upon his knees, his Majestic . a 'while 
privately talking to him, and at his rising gave him his hand 
to kisse, and commanded his horse to be given him, whereoii 
remounted, he ridd with the king tlirouge the armie. 

In the first place stood Highlanders, commonly called 
Redshankes, with their plaides cast oner their shoulders, 
hauing euery one his bowe and arrows, with a broad slycing 
sword by hi§ syde ; these are so good markesmen that will 
kill a deere in his speed, it being the chiefest part of their 
liiiing, selling the skins by great quantities, and feeding on 
the flesh. 

Next were the musketeers, interlac't with order and here 
&nd there intermixt with those dangerous short gunns, in- 
vented by that famous ingeneer Sandy Hamilton, and were 
for the sudden execution of horse, in case they should assaile 
them : then again bbwes, muskets, and pikes, for a good 
distance on both sides. 

In the midway, the artillery was placed by tiers,, consist- 
ing of about 60 pieces of ordnance^ the cannoniers standing 
in readiness with fired linstocks in their hands. 

The horsemen were here placed on both sides, which 
serq^d as wings or flankes for the whole army, ^and so for- 
ward in the same prder, but disposed into so goodly a pre- 
sence and posture, with such suitable equipage and militaire 
accomodations, that they appeared ready to give or take 
battaile, or forthwith to have gone upon some notable designe. 

And as the King passed along, they gave such true fyre, 
as it is beleeued, since the inuention of gunnes, n^uer better 
was scene or heard : they discharged wondrous swift, but 
with as good a method and order as your skilfullest ringers 
observe with bels, not suffering the noyse of the one to 
drowne the other. The King reciued such contentment, 
that whereas his appointed and prouided at the Maiors of 
Newcastle, hee yet went and honoured Generall Lasley with 
his presence at dinner, who hath not only gained a good re- 
port with his Majestic to be a brave souldier, but nlso a sin- 
gular csteeme to be a most expert and able commander and 
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general), by such of our English officei^s as were then with 
his Majestic. 

The manner of the Scots departure, and marching out of 
Newcastle, 
The Scots, when fliey marched out of Newcastle, their 
artillerie being mounted upon their carriages, aduanced first 
forth with the cannoniers and other officers thereto belonging,' 
and some troops of horse ; after them their prouision, bag- 
gage, and carriage ; then followed the rest of the foot^ and 
all the rest, taking their leaves in a most brotherly and 
friendly manner. Being gone some four' miles from the? 
tpwne^ their Generall having directed them to march for- 
wards, he returned to Newcastle, accompanied with some 
few of his officers, causing the toll bell to be rung vp and 
downe the towne, prcclaiming, that if any of the towne were 
not yet satisfied for any thing due to them from any of his^ 
officers or souldiers, let them bring in their tickets and hee 
would pay them, which hee did accordingly, to the great 
content of the townesmen, and much applause of the Ge- 
nerall and his whole armie. And after a solemne taking of 
his leave, he followed the armie, going all the way along 
with them in the reere, as they marched, and not any thing 
taken from any man in all their iourney by their singular 
commendation, and gayning the loue and esteeme of all that 
passed by. 

For the Earl of Mar's adherence to his Majesty, and many 
other actions of loyalty, the Parliament, in 1645, sentenced 
him to a fine of 24,000 merks, to be disposed of as General 
Leslie should advise. 

Fair Marg'ret wi' her maidens sat 

Within the painted wa' ; 
She started at ilk breath of wind 
That whisd'd throngh the ha'. 
" Wha was't that gi'd yon cry below ? 

** Say, Page, does ill betide ? 
'< Kenneth and William baith are slaia ; 
^* Mak hastC; mak haste; and ride." 
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Hef nudJan scribchM : but oily speech. 

Nor wail of ivae» had she ; 
«iebow'dlier lR«d, mdiatf ifae siglfd. 
And €a]d DeaA do«e«l Mr ee. 

OUEJhdL 
After the deatd (^his &ther, be had mope fioed imposed 
on him ; and although his whole estate was sequefitrfttedy and 
continued in that state during the usurpation %A Cromwdl^- 
during which time he resided in a small bat neat Isottage at 
Ihe gate of Alloa House. After the Restoratk)D^ he reiceit- 
ed several Charters^ under the Great Seal, fran his Migesh 
Vj Charles IL ad Johanni £rskine CoiDiti d^ Mitr» on man j 
Lands and Baronie% betireen the years 1662 and 16644 

He married Majy, daughter of Walter Scott^ Earl of 
Buccleughf but had no issiie that survived long: aad on her 
death he married Marj^, dai^hter of George Mackenzie 
Earl of Seaforth; issue Charley who succeeded him; 
Geoi^ who died in his minority; Barbara who married 
James, Marquis of Douglas; Jane, married John, 9th Ear) 
of Glejicairn; Sopbi% married Akocaad^ F^rbe% liord 
Fitsligo. 
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CHA?TrtlR XXIX. 



Tlfli Bill onilr iM gsl ft «ary 
These fixBtf 1^^ li«*ll W ihet m^ i 
TheyW broken his ha*8 \id* open foree^ 
And taett fitre httiidfed highl^M Inane, te. 

Oy hftai^ jft^|»i» cur l»im% i 
We*ve got no pfty since Mftrtmmas ; 
It niake# wr ietf Mood rim e&tild, 
Vhcn w»h»*r f^ *>>• Qi tu sf b i wi, Hjh 

But Qeaend Hill wi' right eoed i^ill. 
l£Bd« vp his ^efete wi* greiit M'Letn ; 
And Inrevey on tiiat«iiii« 4Mf^ 
To Edinbiirgh has made l^m boiui^« |^ 

For mf wax ptrt, wi* a* my heart, 
rU TCuoaooe, nd 1st King iuMfH dMM ki | • ' 
And yield up a* hf^th gieat. and smaV 
To Mtyx Genefd Cunnbgluun, ^. 

OtdJStatidd. 



The Earl died in I6i6^ and was ffHoce^idad by his soa ^ 
Charles, as 17th Loird Srskine and SAth Eflurl «(f Mar, who, 
although he died youngs y«t lie shewed biAuiAl^ while he 
lived, worthy of his aooestors^ and was sfxeanHnmiy attached 
to the interests «f his country, fixrwhi^ Charles IL ap- 
pointed him one of his Privy CoimcS hi i€8£* 

Puring that period, he Mised on hts own chai^ a regi- 
ment of foot, all young able-taidiied m^n, %t his Majesty's 
service, and continued Cbloiiel of it until his death ; which 
regiment is yet known by the name of The Royal Scots Fusi^ 
leers, (the 21st) and they have ^nd still signalize themselves 
in the fields of war. 
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ThiA fdl the ralib the night was coU^ 
The muistrel wee infinn end old, 
His toU'riog limbs shook on the road, 
As on he hied toaeek abode^ 
Beneath some hospitable dome. 
To rest till morning rays iUume 
The welkin, when the tower and tree 
Shine with the beams, and minstrelsey 
Wake in the groTe, their choral laj, 
To welcome the approach of day* 
The House of Mar appear'd on height,. 
And glads the fainting pilgrim's sight. 
He gains the porch and shelter seeks. 
While coursing tears roll down his cheeks^ 
The Countess with her Miiries fair,. 
With kindly wdcoBM bid him share 
Their bed, and board, and cheerful fire. 
And all respect the aged stre* 
The table spread, the viands plac'd,. 
And aV invite the sage to taste : 
No sooner was the supper o'er. 
Than tales of love and battle lore 
Are told around, from man to man. 
The stranger thus his tale began* 
Then forth a stringed hup he drew. 
From faded bag of flannel blue. 
Shed past his venerable hair, 
And from his cheek wipes ofFthe tear. 
He touched the strings^ vtbratrons rong,r 
And then in plaintive measure sung. 
Fair ladies in whose bosoms live. 
The choicest bounty heav'ns- can gi ve :^ 
A sympathetic heart that feels, 
A tear when grief her pbint reveal^f 
Then listen to my plaintive tale, 
I once was rich in Alibrd*s vale. 
Ye fair who feel the throbing woes,^ 
Whose rising sigh in union flows : . 
List, gi-ve attention to my tale, 
While I my heart wrung griefs revcaL 
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Once were my days serene aod sweeti 

My cup was full, my joys complete : 

But ah ! those joys were too divine^ 

They wing*d, and were no longer mine* 

One moment dash*d my cup to ground. 

Sunk me in woes and griefs profound ; 

My daughter Jane in roseate bloom, 

Lur'd by a villain from her home, 

I mourn'd her fate, nor could I hear 

Where fled, and for her dropt the tear. 

Forgive mj tears, grief will prevail, 

I happy was in Alford's vale, 

Those mirthful scenes, alas ! are o'er> 

My bosom glows with joys no more* 

Our treasure gone^ Maria then 

Sunk down beneath her loads of pain $ 

She heav'd a sigh, the terrene goal 

No more confin'd her purer soul, 

Left me to mourn, and daily see, 

The wotld a desert all to me. ^ 

Each morn and eve my sorrows flow, 

Day unto day adds to my woe, 

Until this shell no more confine 

My soul, which soon shall fly, and join 

My Mary on the serial shore. 

And there embrace to part no more* 

Then no more sorrow's doleful tale 

Will the celesdal «ar8 assail ; 

Here I am, old, infirm, and poor>. 

And wand'ring sing my plaintive lore, 

For that small pittance freely given. 

From those whose treasurM store's in Heav'n* 

That Heav'n, in love, I hope will deign 

Again to make felicium mine. 

When earth, with all its gilded charms, 

No more conturbs with false alarms, 

But on the wings of %ther sail, 

Far, far, from this terrestrial vale. 

Editob, 
3 m 
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The great debts tontwcted duviog the Uvea ©f his graml- 
father and father, in the gruat pebellioH, ©Higated him to 
sell a great part of bis estaHej and amoi:^ ether lands, he 
sold the valuable Lordship of Erskine^ which till that time 
had never been out of the family possession, and is now in 
the hands of the family of Blantyre. 

He married Mary, daughter of George Maule, Earl of 
Panmure, and had issue John, James of Grange, who was 
bred to the law, became an eminent advocate, and by Queen 
Anne, in 1 706, was appointed one of the Judges in the Court 
of Session and Lord Justice Clerk ; but no sooner had the 
act passed for disabling the Judges of Scotland to sit in Par- 
liament, than he resigned his office, and was elected repre- 
sentative for Ciackmanan^ in 1715^ aod returned for the 
Burghs of Abecdeen, &c in 17S4, again for Clackmanan, 
in 174;1, and afterwards for the Burgh of Inveifieithny : last- 
ly, he was made Secretai*y to the Prince of Wales for Scot- 
land. In all these offices, he displayed to advantage those 
talents he was possessed of. 

The Earl's other children were Charles ; George ; Henry, 
a Colonel of a regiment of foot, a young man of great mili- 
tary genius, and was killed at the battle of Almanza, in 
Spain, in 1707. Jane, married to Sir Hugh Patterson of 
Bannockburn, created March 6» 1686. 

Arms. — Argent, Uiree pelicans vulned gules, and on a 
chief embattled azure, ajs many mullets of the field. 

Crest. — A dexter hand cotiped, holding a quill, proper. 

Motto. — Hinc Orior. 

Although the Earl of Mar was on the Privy Council un- 
der James ^'II• yet he was far from approving the measures 
practised in his reign, and had actually left his home, in 
order to retire and live privately abroad, when the tidings of 
King William's landing reached Scotland* He now joined 
the Convention of Estates, and raised a regiment of foot, 
which he headed in support thereof, but h« died in 1689. 

The reign cf William was of short duration, when Queen 
Anne ascended the thron^e. At this period the Jacobite 
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songs took birth^ whercy through e^^es/y ataBSUi> the true pic- 
ture of the Sattristy not the Poet, is seen^ wilh the few in- 
gredients required for hie convpl^tie^^ only a little wit, but a 
great deal of ill nature. 

But Willie fell and brain'd hiroser, 

And cried an aunt Anne ; 
Gae her the mare and riding geat, 

And halter in her hand, 

John now succeeded^ as 18th Lord Erskioe, and 39th 
Earl of Mar. He was a person of great capacity and elegant 
parts, but was very young on the death of his father ; yet, in 
a little time, he was appoifited one of the Privy Council for 
Scotland, bad the CGrmmnnd of a regiment of foot, was creat- 
ed a Knight of the Most Noble 0*«der of St. Andrew in 1 705, 
and also one of the Principal Secretaries for Scotland, and 
one of the Commissioners for treating of the Union between 
Scotland and England. He concurred and joined with many 
of the Scottish nobility, who brought at last that great affair 
to a concksion, notwithstanding the strong opposition it met 
with from many Caledonian noblemen, wliose spirited pro- 
tests are yet preserved in the records of that Parliament. 
Our ancient cpowb's ra*ii in the dust» 

Deil blin' them wi' the stour o't ; 
And write their names in his hiack beuk, 
W ha -gae the Whigs the power o't. 
He was then made one of the Sixteen Scots Peers, in the 
first British Parliament, in 1707, 1708, 1710, and 1713. 

In 1708, he was appointed one of the Lords of the Privy 
Comicil, and was always in the highest favour with Qneen 
Anne, who it was tbouglit eonfickd more in htm tlnm in 
many others, with regard to her most secret cmincils and 
aftinrs of slate: m 1712, he was again appointed one of the 
Principal Seeretarie* of State, until the death of the Queen. 
But yet, no sooner was it known 

That HcaTcn had soatch'd her from tlic llkFcxne, 
. But envy made her death a sport. 
And secui*d well pleased a(t the report ; 
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Whibt the glad Whigs reform'd their faces, 

And changM to smiles their late grimaces ; 

AdvaocM their stocks, cried ** Heavea bless her V* 

And rung loud peals to her successor, 

Who was prpdaim'di as Princes ought, 

With wond'rous joy, surpassing thought : 

Which tidings flying round so fast 

As winds and seas could give 'em haste, 

Soon brought our slighted champion over 

From foreign shelter, back to Dover ; 

Then moving on in princely pomp. 

Like any Noll to meet a Rump, 

Till he at length to town was brought. 

Hoping to be the Lord knows what ; 

And how he enter'd London city, 

ril tell you in the following ditty* 

' Jacobite ReEa. 

On the accession of George I. he was deprived of all his 
offices, and in 1715 he retired northward to the Castle of 
Kildrummy, where, unfortunately for himself and country, 
he. went to Glenlivet, and there proclaimed the Chevalier de 
St. George, under the title of James VIIL and many of the 
gentlemen and their vassals flocked to his standard. 

4 way with Prince Hanover, 

The black dog of Hanover ; 
We*ll ca* a n.ail hard in his tail, 

And ship the Whelp at Dover. 

An army of above 3000 was soon collected in this douptry, 
mostly of raw recruits, badly equipped and worse trained, 
but ready and willing to follow their leaders to death or 
victory. A large bonfire blazed on the acclivity of the hill, 
around which wer^ assembled the coalesced groupe, feasting 
^nd rejoicing over a prpgnosced victory, singing, 

At Auchindown the tenth of June, 

So merry, blithe, and gay. Sir ; 
Each lad and lass did take their glass, 

And toai^t his health that day,' Sir« 
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We drank Fiis health and not by stcalthi 

'Mang kimmen bright and lordly, 
King James the Eight for him we'll fight| 

And down wi' cuckold Geordie. 

When a volley was fired with the few arms they had, and 
closed w^ith the rolling drum and shrill sounding pibroch, 
while mountains and vallies returned the salute : 

Of all the days that's in the year. 

The tenth of June 1 love most dear. 
When our white roses all appear. 

For sake of Jamie the Rover. 
In tartans braw our lads^re drest, 

With roses glancing at their breast ; 
For amang them a* we love him best, 

Young Jamie they call the Rover. 
As I came in by Auchindown, 

The drums beat loud and trumpets sound, 
And aye the burden o' the tune, 

Was ** up wi' Jamie the Rover !" 
There's some wha say he's no the thing. 

And some wha say he's no our king ; 
But to their teeth we'll rant and sing, 

'' Success tc Jamie the Rover !" 

The army now marched to Strathdon, where a few more 
joined the corps, and then they crossed the mountains to 
Corgarff, at the source of the Don, where they encamped a 
few days, and were there joined by some of the inhabitants 
of that country, with a large supply of ammunition forth^ 
camp, of which they were greatly in want. 

In London there's a huge black bull. 

That would devour us at his will ; 
We*il twist his horns out his scull, 

And drive the old rogue to Hanover. 
And hey as he'll rout, and hey as he'll roar, 

And hey as he'll gloom, as heretofore ! 
But we'll repay our auld black score, 

When we get Jamie the Rover. 
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There is a stanza pretty sin>U£ff to tUi$ in another of these 
Jacobite songs, begimiiog thus : 

Down in j^on forest dbcae' is a huge biftll* 
But we'll tear the hoiaa icom. off hk tktck soutt. 
For lie would destroys bad be but \m will* 
Both me and my bonny black laddie. • 

The army now proceeded to Braemar, where the Earl 
erected his standard, to which many of the natives flocked, 
headed by their disaffected Barons and other gentlemen. 
The standard in the Braes of Mar, 

Is up and fluttering rareljr, 
The plbrochs shrill round Lochnagar, 

Their slogan* echo clearly. 
The Highland men frae bill and glen^ 

Tn martial hue, wi' bonnet blue, 
Wi* belted pktd, ^nd burnished bl«de» 
Are coming late an' early* 
They theu marched to Kirkmichael, wliere the Earl once 
more reared the standard, and was joined by Mackenzie, 
Earl of Seaforth, Sir Donald M*DonaW, and General Gor- 
don, &c. with their faithful vassals, so that the camp con- 
tained more than 12,000 men, and marebiifgto Perth, there 
rendezvoused for som^ time. In the begtmiin^ of Novem- 
ber, the companies marched to Sheriffrmiir, near Dunblane, 
vfaere the royal army lay^ beaded by Joha^ Duke of Argyle. 
Tke Earl of Mar now c^ted a couDietl of war, consisting 
of all the nobility, ojBScers^ and chie& of the claes, who aU 
UBonkiKMj^y voted to engage the enemy. Oa the i2(h, 
Mar (B-dreced Lieut. General Gordon and Brigadier O^ilvn^ 
with the Master of Sinclair's five scjua^ony of borse^ 9od 
the clans, to march for Dunblane, while the battalion pa- 
raded on the mnir of TuUibardine very early in the morning, 
and then marched after the Earl ; General Gor<lon went to 
Drummond Castle to xneet Lord Bread^bane, and there 
they ordered General Haanilton to proceed with the army 
6)r Dunblane, where they formed on the muir to the west of 
SherifFmuir, leading to Dunblane, (a) 

(a) Historical Register, p. 121. 



The -Hanoverian ariiay tmu far inferior in iramber, but 
were superior in tactics and regularity, when Mar ordered 
Keith, Earl Marischal, with hrs own squadron and Sir 
Donald McDonald's battalion, to march up to the height and 
dislodge the enemy, but they had no sooner begun their 
march than the enemy disappeared. And now, having put 
the foot in some order, he marched back ; when near the top 
of the hill, they saw the enemy advancing with two squad- 
rons of grey horse, ready to attack, rushed down the hill 
with precipitation, and formed again with small squadrons 
of black horse and a battalion of foot, who bad marched 
round the west end of the hill, but they were soon dispers- 
ed, (b) 

As <srud Nero triumph*d o*er 

His lifeless mother heretofore, 

And shamefully exposed the womb 

That brouglit the monster into Rome ; 

To shew their madness much the same, 

Our quondam champion and his dame, 

In mighty pomp, the other day. 

Came in t* insult their mother's clay ; 
' That is, a queen who'd been, in troth, 

A nursing mother to them both, 

And made 'em as 'tis tindersCood 

By all the .world, more great than good* 

From Kent, where they dispens'd their boumty. 

To win the rabble of the county, 

And bribe the ruraJ booby louts. 

To change their hisses into shouts. 

They mov'd in state to Kent-street end. 

With scarce a follower or a friend. 

Besides the civil — list our Lord, 

Protector landed from aboard ; 

But here a mottled prick ear'd troop 

Of horse were drawn in order up^ 

Consisting of a factious crew. 

Of all the sects in Rosse's view, 

* ■ ■ • ■ i - i M tr i -m 

{h) Historical Register, p. ISOr 
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Vrom Calvin*8 Anti-BabyloDiatidr 
Down to the frantic Muggletonians^ 
Mounted on foundered skins and bones. 
That scarce could crawl along the stones ; 
As if the Roundheads had been robbing 
The higglers' inns of Ball and Dobbin, 
And all their skeletonian tits. 
That could but halt along the streets* 
The frightful troop of thin jaw'd zealots, 
CursM enemies to kings and prelates. 
Those champions of religious errors, 
Looking as if the king of terrors 
Was coming, with his dismal train, 
To plague the city once again. 

Jacobite 'Rdtcs* 

On the ISth they came up with the King's army, when 
the grand attack commenced, and both militias fought with 
great keenness and resolution until the King's army began ta 
give way, when the Earl of Mar ordered the Earl of Ma-* 
rischal to follow them ; but by this time the lines were broken 
tfnd confusion ensued, the front ranks forcing at the . same 
time into the rear, and vice versa. On or near the left some 
of the horse formed, which was the occasion of the enemy's 
few squadrons not being routed. The Earl of Mar now 
placed himself in the van of the clans, but finding the enemy 
only forming, thought it not prudent to attack them in that 
position. 

The troops on the right made a furious' onset, so that in 
about eight minutes no form of squadron or batttalion could be 
seen in the Earl of Mar's corps, and they took to flight, the 
King's army still pursuing them for more than half a mile, 
killing and capturing many, when Mar gave orders to wheel 
off. 

When Mar enrag'd, cri'd, dastards can ye fty, 
Halt, to the right, and make the foe give way. 

^ the Earl of Forfar, Colonel Laurence, twelve Captains, 
two hundred privates and non-commissioned officers, with a 
volunteer who went with Mar, and Patrick Strachan of Glen- 
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kindy, iver^ all made prisoners ; four standards and drums^ 
and 1500 stand of arms, were also taken, and 800 lay dead 
on the field : great profusion of blood was wasted on both 
sides. The Earl of Mar had his horse shot under him, yet 
he behaved like a gallant o£Scer, displaying signs of valour 
and spirit* 

Neither Argyle nor Mar could lay claim to victory, as the 
Duke retired to Stirling and Mar to Perth, yet it had all the 
effects of a real victory to the government, as Mar was never 
able to rally his forces again, so that at; last he sought refuge 
in exiling himself, and Vas attainted, along with the Duke 
of Ormond and Lord Bolingbroke, and their honours and 
estates were forfeited to the crown, while the royalists plun- 
dered and destroyed the magnificent Castle of Kildrummy,' 
which now displays little but a heap of ruins^ 
Ye towers sutUme ! deserted now and drear* 

Ye woods ! deep sighing to tbc hollow blast. 
The musing wandVer loves to linger near. 
While History points to all your glories post. 

Charlotte Smith's Pocnit. 

Atid now an act of attainder Was passed on this nobleman, 
with some of his associates, of which I shall take an abstract 
from die British acts of Parliament, Geo. I. 

"Whereas John, Earl of Mar; William Murray, Esq* 
commonly called Marquis of TuUibardine, eldest son and 
heir apparent of John, Dukeof Athol; James, Earl of Lin- 
lithgow; and James Drummond, Esq. commonly called 
Lord Drummond, eldest son and heir apparent of the Earl 
of Perth, have, in a traiterous and hostile manner, taken up 
arms against his present most gracious Majesty, and con- 
tinue in open rebellion, levying war, cotitrary to the duty of 
their allegiance : Be it enacted, by the King's most excellent 
Majesty, by and with^the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parliament as-* 
sembled, and by the audiority of th^ same, that, from and 
after the nineteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord 

3n 
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<me ^usMid d«¥«ti liuiidi^d nitid Me^n, 4h« sftid jobiv &^ 
t)fMan Wilikm Murray^ Esq. commonly calkd Marquis 
•of Tufiibiilrdine, eMeatdoti fthd faeir ap)^ard&t of Joha, Duke 
^fAdiol; James, fiaii of tinlithgow; and James Iktim-^ 
Biond, Esq. and every one of theoi) shall stand and be con- 
victed and attainted of Higb Treason, and that they and 
«very one of them shaU suffer paifis of death, and incur all 
feHekores as traitors oonricted and attainted of )iightfe»« 
•son." {€) 

The unfortunate Chevalier sailed from Dunkirk, on board 
of a Fretich ship carrying 8 guns, landed at Peterhead m 
the 22d ,of December, and the vessel returned to France. 
John, Earl of Mar, Earl Marischal, George Hamilton, &t. 
set out with a party of horse and' foot to meet his Royul 
Highness, and the whole passed through Aberdeen and pro- 
ceeded to Dundee. Hb- Royal Highness lodged in the 
house of Sir David Turpin, and on Sunday, January 8th, 
v^rent to Scone, whej'e he determined to remain until after hisr 
coronation, {d) After the battle of Sheriffmuir, the Cheva- 
lier went to Rome, attended by John, Earl of Mar, &c. 
O woe's xoy heart fpr Nature's change, 

And ane abroad that's forc'd to rnngp ! 
God bless tlie lad, where he remains, 

And send him ^a€giy over ! 
Its J. and S. I must coDfess, 

Stands for Ids name that I do Uess s 
O mv^ he soon \m o^n? f ossese. 
Young Jamie f hey €aU the Royer I 

The Earl married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Hay^ 
Earl of Kinnoid, and had issue John, who died young, and 
Thomas, Lord Er&kine. Married, secandly, Frances,, 
daughter x)f Evelyn Pierepont, Duke of Kingston ; issue one 
/daughter, Frances. 

The expatriated Earl £>Hawed the Chevalier to Rome, 
after they had staid some time in France; from R<»ne he 

^ (c) Acts of AttalncU'r, cap. 32. ^ (<J) HUtwical Register, p. 135w 
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visUed Geneva, where he wsis taken prisoner,- but escaping 
from tlieir haodss ^^Qt to France and lived in Paris^ until 
be fomul hia health decline^ when be went to Ais^^la-Cha-- 
pelle, and remained there until 1732^ when he died in the^ 
arms of his daugbttsr Frances. 

June 2^ 1716, the Hon, Lord Reading received the 
Green Ribband^ m room of the attainted Earl of Man 
Xiady Mar died in 1761, 

After the fi^rfeiture of the £arl» his estate was sold by the 
Commissioners of Inquiry, ai^d bought by his brother^ th^ 
above ^ames Erskine of (jrrange, for the benefit of his 
nephew, Lord Erskine, to whom James conveyed the same 
in 1739- 

It must be remembered with gratitude, that, after th^ re- 
bellion and expatriation of Mar, bis Majesty vouchsafed, of 
his royal bounty, to grant the CJountess of Mar, from the 
time of the attainder, that jointure she was l^g^Uy entitled to 
by her marriage settlement in case of his d^ath. Her daugh^ 
ter, Frances, married her cousin, James Erskine of Grange ; 
issue John Fmnoii and James Francis, both o^Kpers in tlie 
British army. ' 

Thomas, Lord Erskine, son' of the attainted Earl, held 
the estate ; and, had it not been for Ms father's attainder, 
would have been 19th Lord Erskine and 40th Earl of Mar, 
He married Charlotte, daughter to Charles Hope, Earl of 
Hopeton, and had issue John Francis, afterwards restored, 
who married, March 17, 1770, Frances, only daughter of 
Charles Floyer, Esq. Governor of Madras, apd had issue 
John Thomas ; ^0) James Floyer Erskine, who died May 
15, 179fi; Henry^ David, Charlotte, 'Fraixce% Mary Ann, 
Jane, and Augusta, who died May 8, X797» 

Lady Fioyer died December 20^ 1798. 

His Sovereign and g^c^ious Majesty, George IV. was 
pleased io xes'erse thd ^taiAder i^ 1924^9 ^nd in testimony of 
iheU* joy .and ^atitude for a beloved Landlord and benevo^ 

(«) Doug^PcvAgf, 4€«. 
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lent Monarch, the tenantry, inhabitants, and feuars, on the 
estate of Mar, presented the Earl with two large silver vases 
of exquisite workmanship, adorned with the arms of Mar, 
with all Its quarterings, and this inscription : 

*^ A. D. 1824, presented by Feuars, Tenants, and Infaa« 
bitants, on the estate of Mar, to the Right Hon* JcAn 
Francis Erskine, 19th Lord Erskine and 40th Earl of Mar, 
as a testimony of their high esteem and unfeigned joy, on his 
restoration to the ancient atid ilhistrious Peerage of his an- 
cestors, to which his Lordship's eminent virtues impart ad- 
(lition^l lustre." 

O tlirlce happy days have we seen them again, 

When Erskine is freed from the pressure o't, 
Can sit inang the nobles wi' garter and chain, 

r the house or the ha* where the treasure o't 
Is to talk o* affairs, and justice dispense^ 

To rule all the nation wi' honour and sense. 
Be treason and treachery banish'd from thence, 

And happy we'll be in the viewing o*t« 
How long has his talents been hid in the dark, 

Before any one had- a mindin* o*t, 
To tear off the napkin thatcover*d the mark, 

And dazzle pur een wi* the shining o*t. 
Pare any man tell me and look in my face, 
' That diamonds has lustre when shut in a case. 
But when brought to view, in 4 very shdrt space, 
, Each tincture appears wi' the shining ,o't« ^ 

Now plac*d in his glory wi! regal gems bra', ^ 

Lang, lang, may he luck to her needing o*t ; 
liatigt lang, may the trumpets o* fame fill the ha*. 

And the domains of Mar while he's treading o^* 
May Stirling, Kildrummy, and Alloa ring, 

In chansons/ and echo with God save the King, 
May laurels round Erskine eternally spring, 
' And the scions wi^ joy will be viewing o't.«— 'Ed* 

He died atShandwick Place, Saturday, Augusts?, 1825. 
His son John Thomas, Lord Garioch, succeeded as 20th 
JuQxd Erskine and 41st Earl of Mat; married, March 17» 
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1795, Janet, daughter of Patrick Miller of Dalswinton, Esq. 
and has issue, heir apparent, in 1828, John Francis Miller 
Erskin^ 

Arms. — Quarterly, first and fourth azure, a bend be* 
tween six cross crosslets or^ Mar; second and third argent, 
a pale sable, Erskine. 

SuppoBTERS. — Two griffins beaked, winged^ and armed, 
or. * 

Crest. — A dexter hand couped above the wrist, holding 
a dirk paleways proper. , 

Motto. — Je Pense Plus., 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



TeacH me to sing—' 
Of forest walks all silent, wBere neo leant 
Self mastery and remorse, and great disdain 
Of the mad passions, which in towns do bum. 

Ziondon Mcigazine^ 



Having given a brief detail of the potent Earls of Mar, 
from their creation to the attainder and restoration, the de- 
molition of the stupendous Castle of Kildrummy, which fell 
a sacrliSce in the rebellion, but suffered more from the ra- 
pacious vandal plebians of the comitry, who pulled down the 
fabric, scattered the rubbish over the ground, and I'eared 
fences and enclosures with the stones. 

Kot age, but modern Goths o'erthrow 

This venerable pile ; 
All that oppos'd they bum'd and slew, 
Near laid waste Britain's isle. 

Af. Donald. 
I entered on the turnpike road at the 35th mile stone, and 
having dropped a tear over the majestic and venerable ruins, 
walked eastward near three furlongs, to the Male and Fe- 
male Society Lodge, which appears on the left. This com-* 
modious building was erected in 1828, with a beautiful sym- 
pexia, (freestone) of which there is an extensive quarry ad- 
jacent. It is two floors in height : the ground floor is con- 
veniently fitted up for an inn, for which it is appropriated ; 
the Hall is on the second floor, the ascent is by a flight of 
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sUirs f)tt tlie tftutsMe, is spacJoas <md weH Kglited, and fe St 
feet 6 inches by M; and in height 10 feet j on Ae end fa the 
committee-room, «2 feet by !0, inchiding a smali eloset and 
lobby ^ over this is an attie chamber^ 14 feet by 10^. The 
whole was completed ft)r A2SiO sierKng. 

Agriculture is rapidly advancing in this coontry towards 
the acme, enclosures are making their appearance on many 
of the farms, and the returns are repaying the industry of the 
farmer,. 

The minerals ftmnd here are freestone, some quartz, mica- 
ceous granite, whin and moor stone. Several indications of 
iron, but as yet none have been discovered ; many of the 
springs, however, are strongly impregnated with this mibe-' 
ral, and in some places, the stems of flowers and plants are 
coated with a strong g^ide. 

The Don and Mossat are the boundaries of the parish, 
and in some parts intersect it; besides these, there are luany 
lesser rivulets watering the gfoundsj, beautified with several 
clumps of natural wood, as ash) birch^ aller, &c. and on 
the estates pf Brux and Wardhouse are plantations of firs, 
larch, and other forest trees, 

J passed at the foot of a range of bills, running in* a 
northerly direction to the Buck of the Cabrach, a link of the - 
Grampian chain, an elevation of 2377 feet above the level of 
the sea. 

At the foot of this range is the farm erf* Culsh, (a corrup- 
tion of Cults) long a seat of a branch of the illustrious House 
of Forbes. 

Alaster Cam Forbes, first of Brux, had two illegitimate 
children by Jane Stuart, John and Duncan; Johji married- 
Catharine Coutts, and by her had Duncan aind John ; Dun- 
can married Marjory Gordon, widow of Thomas X^msden 
of Cuahnie, by whom he had two daughters, Mary, wUa 
married William Gordon, and Janet, who married Duncan 
Tawse, and having no male issue, the lands were divided 
to the daughters. John, the second son, (named commonly^ 
from his beauty and carriage, John of God's gi^ace) married 
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CShrisdna Forbes, widow of Alexander Lindsay, and bad by 
her John, Duncan, and Christina ; but, going with the Earl 
of Mar, fen at the battle of Flodden, in 1 51.3. 
O cauM i^ thj handy mj dear WiUie, 

O cauld, caold is th j cheek ; 
An' wring thae locks p* yellow hair, 
Frae which the cauU draps dreep. 

NiihsdaU Sang. 

A good ten thousand soldiers mustered at the crossi 

Came marching down the GaUowgate in onder firm and dose, . 

in even fil^ and order doe, like heroes they did cpme, 

And their feet did beat, in union meet, to trumpet, fife, and drum^ 

And they had captains of their own, and banners red and blue, 

That o'er their heads, in martial hue, and warlike symbols flew* 

Clyieidale Song* 
His relict married John Douglas of Tilquhilly, 
John died young, leaving no issue. 

Duncan married Margaret, daughter of Alexander For- 
bes of Towie, succeeded to the half of the lands of Cults, and 
was denominated Baron of Cults, lie had by his marriage 
only one daughter, Elspet, who enjoyed the other half of tbe 
Barony of Cults, bat on her marrying Patrick -Forbes of 
Corse, jun. the lands reverted, in 1525, to the Earl of 
Mar. {a) 

I next passed the foot of the hills, which were covered with 
heath, and afford pasture for a few sheep, and many narrow 
defiles appeared as if cut by a dashing stream* 

Crossing the Mossat, I entered on a small intersection of 
the parish of Auchindoir. On the banks of this rivulet stands 
Auchmillan, ancient seat of a branch of the Forbes family. 

John Forbes of Terpersie had by Jane, daughter of Wil- 
liam Leslie of Balquhain, several sons. To AJaster More he, 
gave the lands of Auchmillan. Alexander married Mary, 
daughter of John Ross of Auclilossan, when in a little after 
they fell into the Reids of New Mill, who sold them to Mr. 
Gordon of Wardhouse. George Forbes had the lands of 

(a) Lunis<Icn> p. 45. 
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Contlage, (now Co;itlach) and married Jane, daughter of 
John Barclay of Towie, when it fell in to the Gordons of 
Craig. - 

In this parish lived the eccentric Michael Dunbar, in the 
. latter end of the 17th and beginning of the 18th century, who 
lived by plunder and murder. He was always held out as a 
weakly person, and when any stranger inquired the way to 
the castle of Kildrummy, he feigned his weakness,- and was 
often mounted on horseback behind the person ; at the first 
opportunity, Michael never failed -to dispatch the stranger, 
with a dirk which he wore concealed under his white flannel 
jerkin, and lighting from the horse, plundered the stranger, 
and walked nimbly home. This truly Caledonian Nero used 
-to say at night, when his dirk was not stained with blood, 
(Diem perdidit, I have lost a day). When Michael ^as on 
his death-bed, the parochial clergyman. Rev. William 
Thain, made him a visit, and asked, if he was not grieved at 
a retrospection of his life ? To which no answer w as return- 
ed, he feigning deafness and blindness. After a short prayer, 
which was to him as an untold tale, the clergyman withdrew 
to a company in the other end, when the dying man vocifer- 
ated — Is the B •.• •.. gone? And being answered in the 
negative, he turned round and remained quiet for some 
minutes, when he again repeated the question ; the divine, 
willing to know the result, desired them to answer in the 
affirmative; which being done, the Cattrin moved to his 
elbow, and said — O the Hounds of H. go with the B. : then 
turning round, took up his dirk, which lay beside him in 
the bed, turned it round, surveying some marks of blood on 
the blade, brandished it and said — Here is the arm and dirk 
which let seven souls out of their bodies in one night. This 
man lived to the advanced age of 101, and was buried in the 
church-yard of Kildrummy, with a flat stone over his grave, 
on which his name and age can be traced. 

I now returned to Clova, which formerly belonged to the- 
Earls (if Mar until the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
when it came into a branch of the potent clan Forbes. 
"So 
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John, fifst of Qova, son of John Forbes of Terpersle, 
married Jane, daughter of John Forbes of Brax, by Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Alexander Gordon of Caimburrow-, when 
it fell tnto a branch of the Lumsden family of the House of 
Cushnie, as is elucidated by several epitaphs in the church- 
yard of Kildrummy, which are here annexed. 

To roam o'er vilds ; to. sit by floods or fell ; 
To slowly trace the forest's shady scene, 
Where things that own not man^s dominion dwcll^ 
And human foot hath ne'er, or rarely been ; 
To range the pathless mountain all unseen. 
With the ;wild flock that never needs a fold ; 
Alone o'er steeps and foaming fails to leao-'-*' 
.This is not solitude; 'tis but to hold 
ConTerae with Nature's charoiB, and see her Mores narofl'do 

JSeakmeKu 

Before this stone Tiea Robert Lumsden ofCushuay, and John Lnm7« 
den of Auchendor, his second son, and Agnes Gordon his spouse, and . 
also Charles and Marjorie, lawful son ami daugliter to John Lumsden 
and Agnes Gordon. Jolin Lumsden dyed jMuaine 8> 171/6> 4«dof 
age 71 yearsw 

H* L». K. G* ' 

Hoe lector tumulo tics contumulantur in uoo cognatf laatjer &iu$ 
etactu pater» Mors janua vita». 

Fronting this is anodier stone, blearing this inscription : 
l^e Grave of Wifliam Liuasden of Harlaw, vbo died at MiddCMra 
in 17d8y and ttachel Lumsden his spousoj daugLter of ChtarleS' LdSft^- 
deB, second son of Jokn' Lumsden of Auohindoir, wlio died at Easter 
Clora, Feb* 11« 1788, aged 77« Catharine Lun^en, tholr dai\gh- 
ter, spouse of J«hn Leith, died at West Hills, Eebu 2, 1732. Ako 
Harry Lumsdeo, who died (at Aberdeen) April 4, 1796. 

East from this is another stone, and diis epIU)f)i^ : 
D. O. M. H. L. K. G^ 

Befor this ston lyes Kathsrin Gordon, daughter to the Laird of 
Buckie, and spouse to Harry Lniasden of Cushnie, and iive of her 
children. She departed this^ life, August 22, 1733, aged 31 years.. 
Also the said Harry Lumsden of Custuiic, died June 8, 1754", in tlie 
69th year of his oge. 
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The lands of Clova fell inta Mr, John Niven, who gave 
them to his son Harry, who succeeded, adopted the name 
and arms of Lumsden, and was created a Baronet. He died 
in 1821, and wassepultered within a sraall but elegant cha — 
pel, well enclosed with hedgerows of beech and stone walls; 
overr his grave is a beautiful stone, bearing this inscription 
on three sides : ' . / 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Sir Harry Niven Lumsden, of Auchiodoir, Baronet, wlio died 15th 
December 1821, aged 36 years and 8 months. 

Also of his affectionate spouse, Harriet Christian, eldest daughter of 
General Hay of Rannes, who died 26th August 1820. 

Also their three children are interred here. viz. Mary Christian 
Niven, who died la Aberdeen, 22d March rdl7i aged three years 
and six months. Rachel Ann Niven, who died at Clova, 3d May 
1817, aged four months ; John Harry Niven Lumsden, who died at 
Clova, 2d May 1820, aged 18 months. 

The Lord giveth, and the Lord hath . taken away ; blessed be the 
name of the Lord. Job i. 21. . , 

S. D. G. 

I am the resurrection and the life : He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live. S. John zi. 25. 

The lands^then became the property of Harry Leith Luras- 
den, Esq.. and Janet Young his spouse, but no issue. Heir 
apparent, Clements Lumsden, Esq. son of Harry Lumsden, 
Esq. Advocate, AJ)erdeen. 

Near this are the remains of a Catholic Chapel and burial 
ground, enclosed with wood, said to have been erected by 
John Forbes of Clova. . , 

Round the mansion are extensive plantations of larch, 
firs, and other forest trees, and the estates are rented at up» 
wards of j^8000 sterling per annum. 

South from this, in an enclosed plantation, is. a stone 
about 10 feet high, called Lewis' Stone, and is said to point 
where Lulach, son of Macbeth, began to fight with a divi- 
sion of MacduiPs army,' where he was defeated and fled from 
the field, and continued a running fight to the Hill of Noth, 
where he was slain, at a place called Mildewnie, /* £, grave 
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of a thousand, where is to be seen some tumuli.' In the pa- 
rishes of Auchindoir and Kildriimnjy are several antiquities^ 
as tumuli, . encampments, druidical circles, subterranean 
caves, &c. ; and there have been found several urns> with 
Celtic and druidical vessels, lamps, &c. 

South east from Lulach's stone is the Hill of Ardhuncar, 
about 1600 feet above the level of the sea, washed on the 
south and north by the Don and Mossat. On the western 
ascent is the farm of Ardhuncar, ancient seat of a branch of 
the Lumjden family. John Lumsden, the last proprietor, 
was a robust daring man. Jonathan Forbes, Esq. of Brux, 
was well equipped with sword and dirk. 

My Gutchur left a guid braid sword. 

Though it be auld and rusty ; 
Yet ye may take it on my word, 

It is baith stout and trusty. 

Arthur Gordon, Esq. of Wardhouse, and John Lums- 
den of Ardhuncar, (commonly called the Turk) equipped 
for the field of CuUoden ; Forbes and Lumsden both went 
to the scene, but the latter never returned. Wardhouse de- 
clined going to the field, and on this occasion several squibs 
were sung in the country, and I think it not improper to in- 
sert a stanza or two here : . . 

/ He was a valiant son of Mars, 

Bonny laddie, highland laddie ; 
He seta Parson on his a..., 
My bonny highland laddie. 

Alluding to an altercation that took; place between Gordon 
ni>d Mr. Reid, Parson of Clatt, when Gordon knocked down 
his Reverence, and made off. 

He was full of grace as martial ire, 

Bonny laddie, higliland laddie ; 
He dreaded both the sword and fire, 

My bonny highland laddie, 

Tho-spouse of John Lumsden of Ardhuncar died the year 
before the rebellion, and was entombed within the old 
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church of Auchindoir ; near the altar, and on a stone In the 
wall is this epitaph : 

Id the south east corner of this church Ijes Hellen Shirreft, spouse 
to John Lumsden in Ardhunchari who departed this life, January 24}, 
174?4, aged 72 years. , 

At the foot of the hill, on a verdant eminence, stands the 
ruins of the old church of Kildrumipy, 75 feet by 24, and 
about 10 feet high, erected in 1385, by the Earl of Mar, and 
Sir Thomas Craig, at that time Governor of Kildrummy 
Castle, in honour of the victory over Cumming at Culblean. 

There ^are many lettered stones in the burial ground, 
which are well worth the attention of the traveller, some of' 
which have been already noticed, and a few more shall be in- 
serted here. ■ 

Any person who enters this lone mansion of the dead 
must, in the Ossianic language, be charmed with the sur- 
rounding scenery : the song of the aviarian choir, the breeze 
whistling among the grass and branches of the trees, the fall- 
ing of the water, and the whole rural buzz. While survey- 
ing these charms of nature, I stood for some minutes wrapt 
in contemplation, and, like Don Juan, amazed with the de* 
lightful whole. 

He thought about himself and the whole earth. 

Of man the wonderful, and of the stars, 
And how the deuce they ever could have birth ; 

And then he thought of earthquakes and of wars ; 
How many miles the moon might have in girth ; 

Of air balloons, and of the many bars ^ 
To perfect knowledge of the boundless skies ; ' 
And then he thought of Donna Julia's eyes. 

Here I began to examine the lettered monuments over the 
graves of the ecclesiastic and laic, who lie here without dis- 
. tinction — ** all go to one place." 

Here lies the Rev. Mr. James M* William, late Minister of the 
Gospel here, who died April 6, 1771| aged 71 years, and 8 months, 
and 6 days. 
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Xer^teMd 0dA gmve lie pretcliChi if c3v*a s Kkg, 

Because he knew it waft a weighty thing* 

And at his hearers as be aimed the dart, 

Yott*d well perceive it flowing from his hearL 

Kow caBed hence,, a faithful servant here. 

Of his great Master whom lie did revere^ 
^ Attd b^r that Master was at last approv'd. 

He heA*4 mi call'd laipoti his wefi beloT'd» 

•Bs8M^*d «F jey eterndBy above. 

He «Bgs, and ^aes, and «ejgas, where all is lave ; 

Kor can the (earB flow ever firom his eycs« 

His was the parehsse to enjoy tlie prize. 
Dette by the ears of James and Wifliam M'Thoms, his Nephews. 
Before thb tomb the Rnd Mr Wdiiam Mib, Mitir. of the'Gosp^ 
at Kildrammie, aod Helen Kerr, his wife,' lyes David Mila, their son 
May lOlh 1736, aged 8 years and 7 months. 

The ftboYe ejHCaph is somewhat confuised mii laconic, after 
the woman's name. 

Here li^s Janet Forbes, who lived sometime ta Rinav^n, lawful 
spoQse to John William. She died Angust 14> 1766, aged ten times 
6, and S years, 6 nooths. 

tired of a wiried breathy 

I have exchanged for an happy death. 

Here lies Alexaaifer ftichardson, sometime Farmer in Mains of Kil- 
drtxmmy, whose precarious life was called far» on the .evening of the 19 
. day of November 1795<i He was of age 60 yearrs and 8 months. 
i Done by the care of Isabel Horn, his lawful spouse, . and his only 
surviving brother Joha Richardson. 

We hold our lives by a very precaiious teaur, and knew neither the 
time when, nor tiie place where, we shall be called upon to yield them 
up. 

Let us therefore watch, and be sober, as we know not what a day 
may bring forth. 

'The above John Richardson died 1 July, 1815, aged 83 years. 

The new church stands without the burial ground, and is 
SO feet by 26 ; the windows fronting the south are nearly 5 
feet in breadth by 12 in height, those on the east and west 
are 2| feet by 4f, with a semicircular aisle in the north, thirty- 
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three feet from the doors, and on this aisle the belfiy b 
Axed. 

Near this is Little Kildrumray, (Nether Kildrummy) which 
was given by Duncan Forbes, of Drummalachie, to William 
his eldest son, about th« year 1480, who married Catharine, 
daughter of William Seton, Baron of Meldrum, by whom 
he had issue Alexander, first of Towie; John of Bams; 
and William of Ardmurdo, whose son Patrick, on the death 
of Patrick Forbes of Corse, in 1635, succeeded as Bishop (rf* 
Aberdeen. This Patrick had a toturer in the parish of TuUy- 
nessle^^ for a summer lodging : on a stone, in the wall of a 
rustic barn, are the arms — three bears heads couped; and 
this motto — Grace me gvyid in hoip I bvyid ; being all that 
remains of the building. 

Wilham of Kildrummy had two children, whom he legi- 
timated by marrying the mother on his death-bed, Johi^ 
who entered the army and fell at Musselburgh in 1547, and 
Thomas, who went to Ross and settled there. He had also 
two illegitimate children by Isabel Glennie, John, who w^nt 
to Abersnithack, (Braehead of Monymusk). His daughters 
were Jane, who married Thomas Strachan of Lenturk; 
Mary, who married Alexander Leslie of Wardhouse ; Janet, 
who married Walter Innes of Toucks.~ On the death of 
William, the lands were granted to Lord Elphinstone, and 
they remained in that family until 1609, when they became 
the property of the Erskines, Earls of Mar, and continued 
until the attainder in 1715, and in 1828 belonged to Mr. 
Gordon of Wardliouse. 

THE END. 



ERRATA. 

Page S2. Line 90. read 25 feet. 

24. .^ U. r. Father. 

26. 3. r. £eo.. 

..^ 74. ...^ 17. r. Ivy. 

,^228. f„rt 6. r. and hail iestteb 
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